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PREFACE. 



When Dr Chambers wrote his History of 
Peehlesshvrey the only Burgh Registers of a 
date prior to 1714 to which he had access were 
those embracing the periods 1456-83 and 
1652-78. Investigations made when materials 
were being collected for the volume of Extracts 
published by the Scottish Burgh Records 
Society, brought to light many other MS. 
volumes previously supposed to have been 
lost, and it was from such of the registers as 
were of a date prior to 1573 that the bulk of 
the volume issued by the Society was com- 
piled; but the limits of that work prevented 
more than a meagiite selection from the Records 
of a subsequent datske. 

In addition to what was given to the public 
in the works just mentioned there appeared 
in the Peeblesshire Advertiser in 1871-72 a series 
of selections made by me from the Records 
applicable to the period 1652-1714. Between 
1572 and 1604 the Records, with the exception 
of one or two isolated entries, are awanting, 
but between the latter date and 1652 they 
are nearly complete. This period is now 
dealt with in the following pages; and there is 
thus, from these combined sources, made avail- 
able to those who take an interest in such 
things, a fairly continuous and exhalustive 
presentment of what the Records disclose 



vi. GLEANINGS FROM THE BURGH RECORDS. 

regarding the affairs of the " Auld Burgh 
Toon," and the life and manners of its people 
in the- olden time. 

Though the present publication has special 
reference to the period 1604-52, 1 have not 
hesitated to introduce matter of prior or 
subsequent dates, where by so doing the 
subject under notice could be farther explained 
or illustrated. 

In the Plan prefixed to the volume, which 
has been prepared by my friend, Mr Alex- 
ander A. Thomson, C.E., Glasgow, an attempt 
has been made to delineate the principal 
features of the town as it existed in the first 
half of the seventeenth century. Old maps 
and descriptions of properties have been 
consulted with the view of making the Plan 
as accurate as possible, but through defective 
information it cannot be put forth as authen- 
ticated in every particular. The accompany- 
ing topographical notes give some of the 
authorities relied upon. 

I desire to express my thanks to the Town 

Clerk for his many kindnesses in giving me 

facilities for examining the original records 

under his charge. Without his appreciative 

co-operation no satisfactory progress could 

have been made, but Mr Buchan has always 

been ready and willing to help me in my 

investigations. 

R. R, 

GXiASOOW, September 1892, 
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CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS. 



Page 10^ third paragraph^ line 9 — For ** ascension 
to England" read ** accession to the English throne." 

P. 13, L iO-For •• only " read " mainly." 

P, 13— Where statements here as to site of Tol- 
booth are inconsistent with those on pp. 236<8 the 
latter to be accepted. 

P. ^4t I- 6— After "commoner" add "at an 
annual election so far as the extant records show, 
but as already noticed (p. 8) John Dikisoun is found 
in office on 27th June 1606." 

P. 25, third par,, L 6 — In the Council Record, 19th 
April 1697, the right to a sonme on the hills of E aid- 
mure is stated to be equivalent to pasturage for one 
cow or six sheep. 

P. 28, second last line— Fox ** transgressions " read 
[" certain immoralities."] 

P, 51, second foot note — The cross road is also 
sometimes called the " Ludgait " in titles [see Topo- 
graphical Notes], but still this designation, according 
to the theory in the text, would only indicate the 
gait leading to Gillis Burn or EEamilton Hill. 

P, 82, par. 3, I. 8— Alter "sheep" add "to 
Heathpool and Winkston Commons, from whence 
they were sent." 

P, 82, 1, 10— For " pasture " read " were pastured." 

P. 99, fourth par,, I. 2, 5— Bryce Sempill, of Oath- 
cart, had married a daughter of Lauder of Haltoun, 
and it is probable that certain legal proceedings 
regarding Hamilton Hill are here referred to. 

P, 153, I, 5, 6 — It was not Sir John Hamilton but 
his men who were admitted burgesses. See p. 125. 
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I. 

Ijitboductobt — Border Tubbulbncb — Union of 
Crowns— Peaceful Epfeots— Peebles one 
OF THE Middle Shibes— Bubning of Town 
— Loss op Kecobds — Weavbb Drowned fob 
Sheep Stealing— Oppiobbs Sooubged. 

Situated on the interior verge of Scottish Border- 
land the ancient burgh of Peebles, in the days pre- 
ceding the anion of the Crowns of England and 
Scotland, was mach exposed to the predatory raids 
of turbulent reivers, and not infrequently suffered 
from incarsions organised on a larger scale by *' oar 
auld enemies of England." In the words of one of 
its charters the town bad been ** often sacked, burnt, 
laid waste, and desolated;" but perhaps at no time 
had it been more grievously devastated than on the 
occasion when it shared in the general doom which 
overtook so many Border towns, monasteries, and 
castles during the revoltingly cruel invasion of the 
English under Somerset. Subsequent to that memor- 
able expedition there are in the records occasionnl 
references to **the yere the town was brynt be 
Yngland," and from these and other sources informa- 
tion is obtained regarding the destruction of special 
buildings, including the ** Hie and Croce Kirks," and 
the **East Wark," the latter a fortified structure at 
the eastern entrance to the new town. For protec- 
tion against the recurrence of similar calamities the 
encircling of the new town with a defensive wall was 
commenced in 1569, but at this time Scotland was 
riven by civil commotions, and the inhabitants were 
probably more apprehensive of attacks from Border 
maraaders than from foreign invaders. The Begent 
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Moray, who only two months previoaily had anem- 
bled a hags force in arms at Peebles, from whence he 
made a sncoessfal raid in the Hawick direction 
afrainst certain Enflrlish ref agrees, partizaas of Queen 
Mary, had jast been assassinated, and now and for 
many years afterwards the country was distracted 
by factionist feuds and English intrigues. The 
existence of such disorders provided a congenial ele- 
ment for the turbulent Borderers, but it was not 
lontr till the course of public eTents in the two 
countries befran to impress upon those at the head of 
Scottish affairs the supreme importance of maintain- 
ing peaceful relationship with their Ensrlish neigh- 
bours. At the commencement of King James' reign 
the union of the two crowns was regarded as a remote 
possibility: when the death of his mother left King 
James undisputed sovereign of the northern kingdom 
his ultimate succession to the southern one might be 
looked upon as an extremely probable event, one 
which gradually developed into certainty. With 
this issue in view James sedulously shaped his 
policy towards peace and tranquillity, and after his 
actual accession the realisation of the same object 
was pursued with only greater steadfastness. Bent 
on accomplishiner a letrislative union between the two 
countries, the King urged the removal of distinctions 
which helped to perpetuate ancient feuds and 
animosities. Formerly special laws and customs to 
suit the peculiar circumstances of the Borders had 
been in operation, but, ** now, by the happie conjunc- 
tioun in oure perf^one of boith the kingdomes, the 
cans of thes being removit, thair auoht no langer 
continuance be of those former cnstomes bot, of ony 
parte of our dominionis whatsoever, those which 
formarlie wer the marcheis of ather kingdome, being 
now become the mid centre of the hole yland under 
our impyre, sonld of all reasoun be subject to 
oberlyence."* For the former desitrnation of the 
Borders the term ** middle shires of Great Britain " 
was substituted, and a body of ten conjunct com- 
missioners were appointed to have full charee of the 
northern English shires, and of the Scottish shires 
and stewartries of Roxburgh, Selkirk, Peebles, Dum- 
fries, Kirkcudbright, and Annandale, with power to 
take means for the prevention and punishment of 
murders, felonies, riots, and other disorders. Of the 
manner in which the commissioners performed their 
functions details will be found in the recently 

* Privy CouncU Register, 6th Jan. 1806; vlL, 478. 
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published volamei of the PriTy Oouneil Begfiter. 
''Never before,'* Mtys Profenor Manon, in one of hii 
pref&ces, '*had fcbe Borders for two years together 
been under snch rathless discipline. ... At the 
end of the first year the commissioners report thirty- 
two persons to have been hanged at Hawick, Peebles, 
Jedbnrgh, and Dumfries; fifteen to have been 
banished; and ' abone sevin scoir ' as in the condition 
of fagitive outlaws, who ought to be parsned with 
hue and cry wherever they have dispersed themselves. 
. . . The severities of the Government of James 
YI. in the administration of the Scottish Borders 
from 1603 to 1607 ought to be more memorable in 
Scottish history than those of any of his ancestors, 
from James I. to James V., in their famous justiciary 
expeditions into those parts. They mark at least 
the beginning of the decisive transition of the 
Borders out of their old state of lawlessness and 
turbulence, into that modem state in which the 
imagination of the peaceful natives deUgbti to 
conserve the memorisJs and traditions of the old 
turbulence, finds them inexpressibly picturesque, and 
has converted them into legend and song." 

From want of records the gradual onange which 
came over the burgh in the transition period cannot 
be traced step by step, but a perusal of the town 
council proceedings, as given in the Scottish Burgh 
Record volume previous to 1579, and those to be 
given in the present series of selections, wfll forcibly 
indicate the change which had come over the condi- 
tion 01 the town in the interval. In the last printed 
act of the pre-union period a " stent and taxation ** 
was being imposed upon the inhabitants "for aggre- 
ment of thair deidlie feid of the town with the 
bordour," but after this there is a long hiatus in the 
series of the council and court registers, and when 
they are resumed, the former in 1604 and the latter 
in 1623,* the necessity for similar preparations was 
not likely to occur. 

• Robert Birrel, barges of Edinburgh, notes in his well 
known Diary:—*' 1604, the 4th of July.— Ane grate frir In 
Peblis town;" and in the Records of the Convention of 
Royal Burghs there is another reference to the catastrophe: 
—"10 Jaly 1004.— Anent the ropplication of the brogh of 
Peblis, craveing ropporte to thaiir said brogh and inhabi- 
tants thalrof for thair helpe to the re-edefeing of thair said 
brufrh laitlie, within thir aex dayin, brunt with sodden fyre, 
the Gommiflffioners ordanis ilk brugh to cum sufBdently 
instructit to the nixt Convention to gif ansuer, and in the 
meintvme ordanis ilk Oommissioner at his retuming hame 
to intimy the lamyn to tbair brugh and presbUoy.*' Pertiapf 
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In the spring of 1606 the commiBBionera of the 
middle shiree reported that in the preceding three 
months ** we haif execute, be watter and gallows, the 
namber of 23 personis." What the magistrates of 
Peebles were doing about this time in the way of 
punishing criminals cannot be ascertained, as the 

gourt book is awanting, but nothing then done either 
y them or the commissioners could much exceed in 
grim severity the trial and execution of a weaver, 
of which the following account is taken from the 
court record commencing in 1628*: — "The barrow 
court of justiciarie of the burgh of Peblis, haldin in 
the tolbuith thairof, 22 December 1623, be James 
WilliamHone, provost; Alexander Mure, and Johne 
Lowis, bailyeis; John Bobene, Thomas Willesone, 
and Stene Thomsone, officiaris; Johnne Tempill, 
dempster; and Patrick Yaitche, clerk. Thomas 
Patersone, wobster in the Auld Toun of Peblis, being 
indyttit and accusit be Johne Dewar, in Peblis, for 
the thifteous steilling, conceilling, away-taking, 
ressetting, and intrometting with, upoun Monday 
the aucht of December instant, under clud and 
silence of nicht, fnrth of the landis of Aikerfeild, of 
tua yowis pertening to the said Johnne; to the 
taikin [token] the provest and balyeis being ryping 
thairfoir this last nicht tuik him ri^^hand tbairwith, 
and fand the boukis [cftrcases] of the saidis tua 
yowis and ane of the heidis thairof with the said 
Thomas in his awin hous. Item, for the thifteous 
steilling and hame-bringin^ to his boas furtb of the 
sflirlis lands of Aikerfeild, upoun Thursday the 
auchtene of December instant, under clud of nicht, 
of uther tua yowis and ane dymmont scheip, also 
pertening to the said Johnne, to the taikin the saidis 
provest and balyeis, being ryping as said is, fand the 
three heidis and skynis thairof with him in his hous, 
and now producet. Item, for the steillinp', away- 
bringing, conceilling and intrometting with, within 
thir three dayis bigane, of ane smeirit yow, pertening 
to the said John, furtb of the landis foirsaidis, the 
skyn thairof fund as said is and producet. Item, the 
said Thomas, being accusit be James Wylie, in 
Peblis, for the thifteous steilling, oonceiling, and 

allowance ought to be made for some exaggeration of state- 
ment when the town was thus appealing for help, but still 
there need be little douht that the calamity was a grievous 
one; and it is poraible that the volumes of records then 
current perished or were lost at the time of the conflagration. 

*Tbi8 case is exceptional. No other instance of the 
magistrates passing a capital sentence has been noticed, . 
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away-bringing farth of the cloister of the Orooe Kirk 
of Peblis, apon the aewintene day of December 
instant, of ane smeirit yow pertening to the said 
James, to the taikin the provest and balyeis, being 
ryping as said is, fund tbe bouk and skyn, qabilk it 
prodaoet. Assise [or jury] — John Dickesone. buricea 
of Peblis; Andro Dickesoae, burges; James Wallace, 
William Yaitche, Patrik Stoddart, James Uecfurdi 
smyth; Thomas Tuedie, notary; John Thomson, 
David Plenderleith, Archibald Frank, Charles Prin- 
gle, Paul Kobessoue, William Jonkesone, Alexander 
Williamsone. Thomas Patersone, pannell, confest 
the steilling and away-bringing farth of the landis of 
Aikerfeild, apoun Thursday last, of four scheip 
pertening to the said John Dewar; grantit also the 
steilling and away-bringing furth of the said cloister 
of the Grooe Kirk of Peblis, upoun Tysday at nicht 
the seztene of December instant, of the said smeirit 
yow pertening to the said James Wylie. And 
denyit all uther pointis of dittay layit to his charge." 

The assize having returned a verdict of guilty 
conform to the confession, " the said James William- 
sone, provest, and Alexander Mure, bailye, sittand in 
judgment, ordaines the said Thomas Patersone to be 
tane presentlie to Peblis Water,* bewest the brig 
thairof, and thair befoir nicht to be drownit quhill 
he be deid; and all his guidis and geir to be escheit 
[forfeited]. Quhairupon dome was gevin be John 
Tempill, dempster." 

The sequel to the trial and conviction may be told 
in the words of the old accounts: — **£3 Dec, — To 
John Tuedy, merchant, for four foddome [fathom] of 
cordis to flichter [bind] Thomas Patterson, 5s. 4d.; 
' item, for ane candiil quhen they r^pit the hous, 4d.; 
item, gevin to Ghriaciane Haye [a tavern keeper], at 
commaod of the proveist and balyies, quhen Thomas 
Patersone was execuite, to the offioeris and sindry 

* At this time the inlet to the mill lade was through the 
north bank of ** Peblis Water" adjoining the preseui gas- 
works. By a cauld or weir, somewhat imperfect, judging 
by the numerous patching and repairs it required, the 
river Tweed was also made to contribute a supply to tbe 
lade. Westward of the bridge a conaiderable depth vt 
water could thus be impounded, and it is perhaps f ruin tbiti 
circumstance that the stream, or rather series of pools at 
this place, came to be called Cuddie, a word which, according 
to one interpretation in Jamieson's Scottish Dictionary, 
signifies gutter, and may have been applied lo a stretch of 
stagnant or sluggish water. In this way the name would 
simply be another form of Gott or Gyte, a ditch. 
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utherii to hire, for melt and drink, 40b.; item, to 
Oleiiie and Makwate, for thrie bread, 3a." 

deizie and Makwate, who reoelTe the perquiiite of 
3a., were the miniona of the law who carried the 
diaigistratea' deoiaiona into effect. In the aoooanta 
reference ia made to an inatanoe of the one having 
had to exeoate joatioe on the other: — **t4 Ja/n. 
16t4—Vov twa bread to Makwat quhen he acourged 
Oleirie, 2a.; item, for ane foddome of toweia to 
flichter him, 6d." 
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II. 

BuBOH Lands— OAiDMUiB—DiBFirnEs with Glbo- 

8TANBS OF GOELAW— DlSTUBBAKOBB— WHIN- 
OKBS OB SWOBDB— LOBD PBOVOST— COXMIS- 
8I0NEB TO PaBLIAMBNT AND OONVBNTION— 
SOHOOL Mastbb— Ai/tabaob BEVINUBS BB- 
8T0WBD ON Education— Pbioeb and Wagbb 
—Admission of Bubobsses. 

At the begiimin^ of the seTenteenth oentary the 
bmgesBeB were itiU in poueodon of extenaive luidB 
and pestiiragee. Gaidmoir, Hamilton HiU, and 
Venlaw belonged to them in propertji while the 
rights of grazing in Glentreai, Shielgreen, and Easter 
Gommon, and the management of these possessions, 
the guarding against encroachments, and the settle- 
ment of disputes with neighbouring proprietors, 
occupied much of the attention of the town council. 
The extensive range of the Gaidmnirs was the 
principal grazing ground resorted to by the inhabi- 
tants, and for the better distribution of the stock the 
lands were set apart in two portions, and each 
allocated to a particular district of the town: — ** 1605 
—January il— The Kaidmures is devydit in twa 
partis, viz., the Innerhill and Wester hill for ane 
pairt, and the Dod and the Borrowleis for ane uther 
pairt; and the haill toun devydit in twa partis, viz., 

• the west half and the eist half be equall number of 
persouns, and ilk half to half e^qnall number of west 
part the Auld Toun. And lottis castin the west half 
fell the Inner and Wester Hillis, and the eist half the 
Burrowleia and the Dod." 

The published Burgh Becords, as well as the 
Beoords of the Privy GonncU, show that for a long 
period the family of the Qledstanes and the com- 
munity were in a chronic state of feud regarding 
Gaidmuir lands. On 12th August 1600, complaint 

• had been made to the Privy Oouncil that, notwith- 
stancUng " ane communing and submission " pending 
between them and James Gledstanes of Gokilaw, a 
son and a nephew of his, with their household men, 
came upon 9th July last to the hill of Gaidmuir, 
wh<i« James Dikitonn, the oomplainers* pnndlar or 
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officer, was keepiDg their fields, and with the 
*^ sohott of ane pistoUet and with straikis of swordis 
and Ifnceis,*' slew him. On failure to appear and 
answer to the oomplaint, the Gledstanes were de- 
nounced rebels. After this, proposals for settling the 
disputes by arbitration, or **tryBting," as it was 
oalied, htod been proposed, but some of the principal 
inhabitants who were consulted on the subject did 
not approve of questions ** concerning their heritage '* 
being left to the decision of an umpire:— "i6^ — 
January fS6—The haill persones of counsall [viz., 
certain persons appointed to consider questions be- 
tween the town and Gledstanes], being askit and 
demandit be the counsall qohidder they sould submit 
with the laird of Gledstanes as of before concerning 
thair heritage, they ansuerit all in ane voice thai 
wald not grant nor consent to putt the toan's heritage 
in try sting. Tbairefter the haill counsall, all in ane 
voice, considdering that the submissioun was desert 
and na decreit, is resolvit heirefter na wayes to sub- 
mitt thair heritage to trysting. As to wrangis and 
oppressiounes that can be allegit done to the toun 
be the laird of Gledstanes, or be the toun to him gif 
he be the suitter, they wilbe content to submit thair- 
anent." 

In 1604 and 1605 various parts of the country were 
troubled with visitations of the ** pest "or pestilence, 
and Peebles seems also to have suSered:—** 1604— 
December ^ — It is statut and ordanit be the counsall 
that nane within burgh during the tyme of seikness 
ressave nane, nycht nor day, hot that thai mak the 
baillies intimation thairof." " m05~ July i9—Be- 
cans, at the pleasour of God, and by expectation of the 
counsall, thair is nae anpearance of farder infectioun" 
the regulations relaxed. 

The inhabitants were at this time in the habit of 
carrying whingers or swords, but to avoid the serious 
consequences which were apt to ensue when quarrels 
and disturbances arose, the practice was ordered to 
be discontinued except in special circumstances: — 
**1605 — April i^~ Alexander Brodderstanes and John 
Young caliit for trublance of the town, baith com- 
pering, maid faith nane of thame drew ane quhynger. 
Dot Alexander confessit that he mintit to his quhin- 
ger, and was haldin, and that ane allegit other in the 
wrang." On 4th May the inhabitants were forbidden 
to carry swords, *' except they procure Ucence befoir 
of the baillies, that they carie the same for feir of 
invasioun of gentillmen without burgh being for the 
tyme within." " 1606^October f^^Beoaos of the 
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trnblance of tbe burgh, in nyoht aeasoiiii, committit 
be James Carrie, Frances Murdo, Biche Leggatt, and 
ntheris, and for bluid drawing upon utheris, ordainis 
thame to be warnit to the nixt court, and tryall to 
be takin of the bluidis and wrangis, and to be reportit 
to the counsall.*' ** November 7 — My lord provost, 
bailleis, and counsall, becans that James Carrie is 
convict for bluid and bluidwyt committit on tbe 
nycht, and for sundre ntheris caussis, is ordainit to 
be baneschit the toan." 

The "lord provost" just referred to was James, 
Lord Hay of Yester, in whose family tbe office bad 
almost been regarded as hereditary. In September 
1605, **my loi*d provost, baillies, and counsall convenit 
in the tolbuith;*' and '*my lord provest" is also 
mentioned on 30th October; but on 27th June 1606 
**Jobn Dikison, pro vest, it appointit and electit 
commissioner to parliament and convention.'* Per- 
haps Dikison had only held tbe office temporarily for 
some special purpose, as in October following Lord 
Hay was again in office:— "i6'06 — October £0—-JskmeSf 
Lord Hay of Tester, provest; John Dickison, John 
Ballo, bailleis." 

Appointments of schoolmasters were from time to 
time made by the town conncil, and some of these 
will afterwards be more fully referred to. On 7th 
March 1606 it is noted that ** the entrie of Mr John 
Yoang to the schule is upon tbe first of September 
1605." Tbe revenues derived from church endow- 
ments which, after the Beforraation, came to be at 
the disposal of the town council, were sometimes 
applied for the education of youths: — ** 1606 — October 
31 — Grantit the gift of Sanct Christophers altare to 
William Dikison, for the space of seivin yeiris next 
heireftir, to interteny him at the scholes." 

Prices of provisions were regulated by the council, 
the selling price of ale being usually adjusted to 
suit the market value of the raw material: — "1606 — 
October SO — Anent the pryces of aill, becaus that 
thair is na new malt, ordanis that ordour be takin 
qnhat salbe the price of the aill of the first new 
malt, and that aill salbe sauld generallie for xvjd. 
the pynt after Hallowmes." Workmen's wages, too, 
were subject to control : — * *1606 — November 7— Ord anis 
that the actis of parliamentis concerning prycing of 
workis and workmenis feais be putt to executioun." 
The reference here is probably to the Act of Parlia- 
ment 1551, e. 18, whereby magistrates of burghs, in 
conlunction with deacons of crafts, were authorised 
to nx "reasonabill prices effeirand to thair craft," 
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and stop the ''exhorbitanf* charges exacted by 
tradesmen. 

Persons marrying the "heirs" of borgesses were 
admitted to the freedom of borgh on privileged 
terma:—** leoe—November 7— WiUiam EUiotgaif in 
his bill to be admittit burges, and beoans he had 
meriet ane borges air ordains bim to pay to the 
thesaurer xxxijs., with the bankett as nse is. And 
all that salbe admittit heirefter that mareis burges 
aris do the lyk." 
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III. 

Wkiklt Goubt— SuDTa Dibtobs— Lawbubbows— 
Salmon Poaohino — Hubship Goods ~ 
quabbbia and assaults. 

In oonformity with an ancient law, the municipal 
year in royal borghs at one time commenced with 
the choosing of the new magistracy, closely (in 
Peebles it was the first Monday) after Michaelmas 
day, otherwise called the day of St Michael and All- 
Angels (29th September.) It was thought proper to 
make the election at that time becaase, to quote 
Chainberi^ Book of Daya^ ** local rulers were esteemed 
as in some respects analagous to tutelar angels, in as 
far as thev presided over and protected the people." 
Perhaps this auspicious origin explains the access of 
dignity which, according to tradition, used to be 
ODsenrable when a common mortal was transformed 
into a bailie; but, passing over the consideration of 
tills interesting problem in the meantime, we will 
glance at some of the incidents connected with the 
exercise by the magistrates of their judicial functions 
in the burgh court. 

Taking the year beginning at Michaelmas 1623, it 
is found that, with a few exceptions, a court was 
held every Wednesday throughout the year. It was 
presided over sometimes by the provost and two 
bailies, at other times by only two or one of these 
magistrates, and the officerd and clerk were also in 
attendance. Both civil and criminal cases were dis- 
posed of by the court, the former predominating in 
numbers. 

In the first court held subsequent to the annual 
election, a widow, as cautioner for a defaulting 
debtor, is decerned to pay £10 4s Scots money "for 
the pryce of certane malt coft and reseavit ane lang 
tyme bigane;" Walter Horsbnrgh to pay to a burgess 
£40 for "the pryce of ane boU malt;" an indweller 
to pay £9 ISs, ** for the pryce of ane boll guid and 
sufficient aittis;" John Stoddert in the Birks to pay 
to Alexander Horsburgh of that ilk £30 " addebtit 
be umqnhile James Stoddert his father to the said 
Alexander, oonforme to oompt and rekning had be* 
twixt the persenar and the defunct lang bef oir his 
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deoeis." ThMe may be taken as a ipecimen of the 
ordinary oivil oaiet ooming before the weekly oourts, 
and only a few more ooourring within the year may 
be noted. A bargees is ordered to pay to Johne 
Thorbrand in Hairhope £7 "for the pryoe of ano 
naig;'* '* Marie Scott, lady Bonyngtoan, to content 
and pay to Johne Gleg, flescheour, £4 lOs, and that 
for certane flesohe coft and ressavit taa yeiris syne 
or thereby;" a burgess of Peblis is to pay to a bargees 
of Edinburgh £22 for "taa bollis rye, ooft and 
ressavit this last summer;" "James Brotherstanes, 
barges, to pay to George Ker, factor and chamber- 
lane to ane noble and potent lord, Johne, lord Hay 
of Tester, sex f erlottis malt, pryoe of the boll thalrof 
tnentie merkis, for the ferme of ane aiker of land in 
Ederstoun Groft perteining to the said noble lord 
and occapyit be him the crope 1623." 

Lawbarrows, or pledges tor keeping the peace by 
one neighboar to another, were of nequent occur- 
rence, testifying to the perennial vitality of strife. 
"James BuUo, indwellar in Peblis, and Margaret 
Johnatoun, his spoua, maid faith that they dred 
bodelie harme of Hectour Dikesoun, couper ther, and 
Marioon Watsone, his spoua; quha faod Harie For- 
rester, notar, barges of Peblis, cawtioun, under the 
pane of fourtie pundis " that the oomplainer should 
be akaithless. A coanter accusation by the Bullos 
against the Watsons had a similar result. "Jonet 
and Marioun Pringillis challengit for stryking of 
Isaobell Quhytfurd, spoua to John Bobene, and 
pulling her hair out of hir heid, hair prodnceit; and 
siclyk the said Issobell challengit for stryking and 
bluiding of Jonet Pringill in her mouth, and sicklyk 
for stryking of Marioun Pringell." A jury of fifteen 
" convictis all the parties for stryking ilkane utheris," 
the magistrates impose a fine, and the delinquents 
mutually find lawbarrows to each other and possibly 
live happily ever after. 

Then as now the annual incursion of the salmon 
species into the neighbouring pools and nuptial 
haunts was sometimes the means of getting the more 
unrestrainable townsfolk into trouble. On 12th 
November Walter Horsburgh and four others, 
** accusit for slaying of rid fische in forbidden tyme, 
all ordanit to find cawtioun for satisfactioun in 
tymes past and to absteine in tyme cuming." Pre- 
vious to the ascension of King James to England in 
1603, the rivers of Tweed and Annan had been 
excepted from the laws against the slaying of salmon 
in forbidden time, " because the said rivers at that 
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ifme deyyded at many parts ths boanda of Seotlaad 
■and England, wherby the forbearanoe upon tha 
Soota part of the alanghter of salmond in forbidden 
time, and of kipper, smolts, and blaok fish, at all 
tvmes, woald not ha^e made salmond any mair to* 
abound in these waters if the lyke order had nol 
been then observed apon the English side.** Bat in 
1606, this ** impediment being now removed by th» 
most happie uniting of baith the kingdomes in an* 
•empire, **^ the exception was abolished* and the fish- 
ery laws made applioable to the Tweed and the 
Annan. The previoos system of toleration most hav9 
Induced in the Peebleans a laxity in dealing with th« 
produce of the river, which has possibly been per- 
petuated to our own time by heredity. Modeni 
transgressors have an advantage over those in tha 
olden time in the way of leniency, and it may afford 
some consolation to those who are disposed to oom* 
plain of the severity of the present laws against killing 
salmon in the close time to reflect that in the reigm of 
James VL a third oflFence was punishable by death. 

Adam Johnstoun, indweller in Peebles, having 
died, and his widow having re>married, Us sister, 
Marion Johnstoun, sued for delivery of the goods 
falling to her as heir of the deceased, and this sup- 
plication the Magistrates complied with. The list 
of articles of which delivery was asked indieates the 
nature of the stock and chattels whkh burgessea of 
that time were possessed of, and may be here given: 
— ** Ane young nors, price £16; ane stond bed, with 
bowsteris, coddis, scheittis, blanquettis, ooveringis, 
£10; the abuilyementis of lus bodie, vis., doik, ooit, 
breitches, sohankis, schois, gartouris, belt, miff, 
bonnet, nicht bonnet, motche, naipkyn, and doublet, 
£10; ane counter boird, ane buird elaith, ane 
dussoun of serviettis, ten trunschouris, ane dnssonn 
of plaittis, ane dussoun of spones, ane pynt choppin, 
ane quart, ane salt fatt, ane knyff, ane ooup, £4; ane 
waterclaitb, ane basing, ane tabeU. Ane vescheU 
almrie, 408; ane quheill, 18s; ane pair of stock 
cairdis; ane pair of well cairdis, 12b; ane pot, £4; 
ane pan, SOs; ane pair of clippis, 3s; ane cruik, 128; 
ane stand or drywair, Ss; ane meill ark; ane tub, 
lOs; ane graipe, ane fute spaid, and ane peit s^aid, 
6b 8d; ane laid saidill, ane carsaiddill, ane pair of 
cheittis, 268; ane sled, ane pair of eldine creillis, 
ane pair of muck creillis, and ane pair of coill 
creillis, 30s; ane pair of brankis, with belter and 
tedder, 48; ane harrow and ane barrall, Ss; ane 
quhinger and ane swurd; ane kow and ealf.** 
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That the rehabilitAtod widow viewed thii ftpppr- 
tionment of her first husband's gear with aaything 
but oompkoenoy is shown by inrther prooeedings 
which took place in the ooart. Another snpplication 
was presented to the Magistrates by "Maigaret 
Johnstonn and James BqUo, indweller in Peebles, 
her spoQS, against Marionn Watsone and Hectoor 
Dikeson, cooper, her spons, beirand that qahair the 
said Margaret, nponn 27th October, being doing her 
necessar adois npon the feildis, and coming thairfra 
hamwart, the said Marionn Watsonn, accompanit 
with the said Hectonr Dikesone, come to the said 
Margaret at the gray staine ootwith the North Poirt, 
the said Margaret than feiring na injnrie to haif bene 
done to her be ony persone, and thair, ef ter roony 
threatening and injorions wordis, the said Marionn 
tnik her be the craig and pallit her under her feit^ 
qnhair the said Marionn sat nponn the said Margaret 
her wambe, ponst and straik her on the breist with 
her handis and felt ane lang space, till the said 
Heotoar ont of pitie tnik her of the said Margaret, 
be occasion qnhairof the said Margaret contractit ane 

Srit deseas and seikness to the hazard of her lyff. 
jykas, upon Toysday, 27th October, James Ballo 
being ryding to Dallatho to his awin scheiraris, 
lippioing na injnrie to haif bene done to him, the 
said Hectunr Dikesone tnik upe thrie grit stance and 
perforce slang the same at the said James of pnrpois 
to haif slane and fellit him thairwitb, and hat the 
said James npoun the hand, and wald not haif faillit 
to haif slane, at the leist deidlie wonndit him, war 
not, be the providence of God, the said James causit 
his naig to gallop and sua escape the samyn." The 
accused were found "guyltie of the saidis twa 
ryottis,'* and the imposition of a fine seems to have 
terminated the episode. 
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IV. 

Tqlbooth— BuBOBSSBS— Gademuib Co&nfoN— Ths 
Pabsof and the Laibd of Hobsbuboh— ' 
Habvest— Pestilence— LoBD Newbattlb— 
OoouPATiON OF Castles. 

Obioinallt the booth or chAmber for collection off 
toIU or customs, and Utterly for the transaction 
of public basiness in general and the incaroeratioa 
of delinquents, the Tolhooth formed an essential 
feature in the eq^uipment of a royal burgh. The 
fi^rtt Tol booth in Peebles noticed in the records is 
supposed to have stood at the foot of the Briggait,* 
ft gait which was probablv the principal thorough* 
fare leading into the burgh at a time when the Old 
Town consisted only of the two andent ecolesiastioal 
atructures and the dwellings of church dependents. 
The primitive arrangements and appliances existing 
in many of the Scottish burghs xor detention of 
criminals, though presumably sufficient for loca 
requirements, do not seem to have secured th« 
approbation of the Privy Council when the stringent 
measures, already referred to, for restoration of order 
in the " middle shires *' were being put in foroe* 
Thus in June 1605, we find the King's energetic 
executive issuing orders that magistrates of buigba 
should have "sufficient prisons for detaining of 
prisoners, and if within a year any of their tolbootbs 
sail not be sufficient every contravening burgh to fMbV 
£1000 " (£83 in sterling money). In commom with 
several other towns, the accommodation in Peebles 
was pronounced to be inadequate, and the burgh 
became bound, within two years, to ** big ane suffici- 
ent and sure tolbuith and prisone, able for kiping of 
all sic malefactoures and prisoneris as sail happin to 
be coromittit to ward." Whether or not the Duild- 
ing was immediately proceeded with is not ascer* 
tamed from the records, but as the Council continued 
to be ** convenit in the tolbuith," it is evident that 
the old building was still in existence and used. The 
new edifice occupied a site oil the north side of the 
High Street, opposite the present Town HalL 

* An entry dated 1488 refers to "twa tries gevln to the 
brig at the tolboith end." 
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The dues payable oq admiisioo of a stranger ai a 
bargesa bad been fixed at a oiinimam of 408., but a 
modification was made in favor of any one who 
mnrried the beireas of a burgess: — "?th November 
1606.— WmUm Eliot gaif in his bill to be admittit 
barges, and becaus he bad mareit ane bargeis air, 
ordanis him to pay to the thesaurar, 33s. 4d., with 
the bankett [banquet] as use is; and all that sail be 
admittit heirefter that mareis burges airis to do the 
lyk." As indicative of his duties and responsibilities, 
there may be here quoted ** the aith maid and gevin 
be ilk barges at his reoeaving": — "Heir I protest 
befoir Ood and your worsbsobippis that I profes and 
allow with my hart the trew religioun quhilk at this 
present is publictlie preichit within this realme, and 
authorizit be the lawis thairof. I sail abyde thairat 
and defend the samyn to my lyffis end, forsaiking 
the Bomane religioun callit papistrie. I sail be leill 
and trew to our Soverane Lord the King's Majestie 
and his successouris, to the proveist and bailyeis of 
this burgh. I sail keip and underly the statutes of 
this burgh. I sail obey the officiaris of this burgh, 
fortifie and mentene thame in the executioun of thair 
ofi&ces with my bodie and landis. I sail not cullour 
nnfremenis gudis under cullour of my awin. I sail 
not purches lordsohippis nor autboritie contrair the 
fredome of this burgh. In all taxatiounes, watching 
and wairding, and all uther burdenis to be layd upoun 
this burgh, I sail willinglie beir my pairt as I am 
commandit be the magistrattis, and sail not use nor 
purches ony exemptiounes or privileges to be frie 
thairof, rennnceand the benefit of the samyn for 
ever. And finallie, I sail not attempt nor do ony- 
thing hurtf uU to the liberties and commoun weill of 
the said burgh, and sua oft as I brek ony point of 
this my aith I oblies me to pay to the commoun 
effairis of the said burgh the sowme of one hundreth 
pundis, and shall enter and remane in waird qubill 
the samyng is payit." (Form given in court book, 
oommencing 1623.) Besides the ordinary burgesses, 
there was a class possessing less extensive privileges 
termed "calsay burgesses," but the distinction be- 
tween the two is not defined, except to some extent 
in a negative way, as when it is ordained that ** oalsay 
burgesses haif na pairt of the hillis." They probably 
were not possessed of a tenement in the bargh, had 
no right to pasturage on the commons, and when 
tnde or merchandise was the object of their becoming 
freemen it might farther be inferred from their 
designation that they were only permitted to practise 
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saoh itinerantly or in stalls sitaatod on the 
** calsay " or oaoseway. This theory, however, doet 
not olinch very well with such a faot as that *' Alex- 
ander Marray, brother german to Sir Archibald 
Murray of Dernhall, knioht, is creat aoe oalsay 
burges " (9th June 1624). Altogether more light is 
needed on the sabject. 

A dispute and altercation illustrative of the system 
of pasturaKC practised on Cademair Common may be 
noticed: — **i4 J^y ^607. — The connsell confessb 
that John Dikisoua, bailie, canssit the offioeris, be 
thair advys, put off William EUottis gaides (formerly 
pastarit upon the landis of Wodgrebugtis and brocht 
and keepit on Kaidmore be William EUott and hia 
aervandis) furth of the landis of Elaidmare, and 
findis him to haif done wrang in patting thame on 
without the counsallis advyse; and ordains in all 
tymee camiog that his guidis, nor na uther mania 
gnidis, pastarit upoan ntber menis heritage without 
the burgh, albeit he be burges quha aucht the guidis, 
bring nor pasture their guidis to na part of the 
tonnis heritage." Eliot, it is also stated, being 
offended at the bailie's interference, *' come to him 
fra his awin yett, and entering in conferranoe con- 
cerning his guidis put of Kaidmure, and said — 
*Baillie, how durst ye do that to me?* And he 
answering: *I did na wrang,' he said: 'And I war 
hangit they sould gang [meaning the stock would 
again be sent to Cademure], and gif ye put thame 
away againe I sail lay ane suord on your held I" 

Archibald Douglas, parson of Peebles, and the 
laird of Horsbrugh, between whom there was a fend 
of some years standing, had more than once come 
under mutual cautionary obligations on behalf of 
themselves and their dependents not to harm each 
other, bat one of the young Horsbrughs broke 
through this assurance, and on 25th January 1608 
the parson appeared before the Town Council ** la- 
menting his estait, being wrangouslie persewit of his 
lyf, and that nychtbouris within burgh had ressait 
[reset or harboured] sum of his perse waria." The 
accusation was not establiehed by evidence ezoepting 
to the limited extent that young Horsbrugh and two 
comrades had been received in a house in Peeblea 
but they only came " in the twylicht and drank twa 
quartis of aill " and departed. 

The prevalence of dishonest practices in harvest- 
time is suggested by the following entry: — $1 Augutt 
16€7. — ** Ordanis that nane bring in comes to thair 
atftbillis, nor yet leid with slaiddes in the nycht, and 



16 OLIANIVOB FROM THS BUBOH BBOOBDS. 

tfaat nane ressait [reset] schevia under the pane of 
z li ** [£10.] Then it is added:— *' Nane to transport 
tbame to soheir furth of the toun in harvest." Un* 
letB this were a precaution agunst the dreaded 
*'pe8t/' to which the next two entries refer, we roajr 
be led to the conclusion that the crops belonging to 
the burgesses were nufficiently extensive to require 
tbe services of all available hands. 

" Beoaus of the seikness in Edinburgh, ordanes the 
portis to be keapit, and that nane be sufferit to enter 
that cumie furth ot Edinburgh nor na nther suspect 
places without sufficient testimonialHs. Item, ordanifl 
twa honest men to be putt to ilk port the tyme of 
tbe fsir." 

An ancestor of the present Secretary for Scotland 
is found to have been at one time provost of Peebles.. 
This fact, not hitherto, we believe, noticed in any 
local history, crops up in connection with proceedings 
before the Privy Council in the year 1599 in which 
**Mark, lord of Newbottle,* provost," the twa 
bailies, the paison, and 96 burgesses, all of Peebles, 
became bound under pecuniary penalties not to 
molest William Horsborgb, residing in Edderstoii. 
The successive Lords Tester usually held the office of 
provost, and it may be conjectured that the installa- 
tion of Lord Newbottle, whose daughtor was the 
Lady Tester of the time, was an arrangement made 
daring the temporary absence or disablement of his 
son-in-law. That Newbottle took Lord Tester's 
place in another capacity is also ascertained from 
the same source. Conceiving that the chief cause of 
encouragement to thieves and rebels was the **noi 
residence and remaining of sic noblemen and baronis; 
as hes houssis and strenthis ewest [adjoining] the 
bordouris, within thair said houssis," whereby they 
may be ready to impede and pursue such depredators^ 
the Privy Council in July 1600 charged certain per" 
sons to remain in their strongholds, and amongst 
others William, earl of Mortoun, his sons or bailies, 
in the Castle of Drochill, Mark, lord of Newbottle, 
in the Castle of Neidpath, James Tuedy in the Castle 
of Drumelzier, and Yatche in the Castle of Dawik.'* 
For what period Lord Newbottle retained the pro- 
vostship IS not known, as the burgh records are 
amissing for some years prior to 1604, and when they 
resume *'my lord proveast," which may indicate 
either Tester or Newbottle, is all the designation 
given. Indeed, the only entry in which the latteor 

* He became the first Earl of Lothian in 1606. 
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is specifically named is the following: — ** 96 March 
1606.— Ord&nw ane letter to be direct to my lord 
Newbottle to answer his request for Susanna 
Elphingstonn, that thair was na yerlie pensioun pro- 
misit to hir hot during the tounis will, and that thay 
haif gewin her fyve yeiris, quhilk thai wald nocht 
haif done hot at his lordship's request; and being 
superexpendit may bestow na forder." 
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V. 

Inundation of Dumbabton— Pebbles Ratepayers 
—Lord Yester*s Bubial— Tbial bt Coicbat 
Ministers of Peebles— Prebendabiks— Cox- 
xissABT Court— CouNOiL Ceremonies. 

The steamboat toarist on the Clyde from the 
Broomielaw oatwar<lt, or coming from the open 
firth and not pusillHoimoasIy diving into Gourock 
tannel in dread of reputed odours, has his attention 
attracted by few objects more conspicnous than the 
towering rock which formed the chief stronghold of 
the ancient Britons. Reared by volcanic and he wn and 
oarved by glacial agencies, Dumbarton Rock has for 
many long centuries stood forth stolidly indifferent 
to such minor physical disturbaaces as have mani- 
fested themselves in these parts since our globe 
settled down to a temperature suitable for humanity. 
Its citadel likewise has generally been able to set at 
defiance the attacks of its assailants. Very differ- 
ently, however, fared it at first with the town which 
began to gather about the base of the fortress. The 
Leven, in a six miles* run from Loch Lomond, joins 
the firth here, and when that stream was in flood, 
or the Clyde at high tide, the rocky hill was apt to 
become an island and some inhabited portions of 
the town a temporary lake. To an aboriginal, 
clothed in paint, and flitting from cave to cave or 
paddling about in his canoe, contingencies such as 
these would be of little mument, but to thriving 
burgesses of the 16th century and later, with their 
substantial dwellings, their stores of merchandise, 
and their schemes of competition with Glasgow for 
the trade of the Clyde, insecurity could not be 
tolerated, and many and prolonged were their 
struggles for the mastery till modern science achieved 
it. A flood on a larger scale than usual ravaged the 
town in 1605, whereupon the Convention of Burghs is 
craved for *' supporte for helping thame to the re- 
paratioun of thair brugh quhilk is altogedder ruinet 
be the violent invasioun of the watter of Leven." 
The king and parliament were also appealed to for 
help to '* mak some defence against the violent course 
of the Leven and the surges and inundatiounes of the 
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4Wft," with the resalt that the Scottish legi^latare' 
aathorised a tax of 25,000 merks, to be levied apon 
-the kingdom for the purpose of repairing the decayed 
bulwarks. The proportion of thi* general taxation 
falling upon the bai^irb of Peebles was fixed at 
£18, lOd. 6d., and this sam, along with the second 
instalment of a tax parliament had grante 1 to the 
kins, was raised by a stent imposed on the inhabi- 
'tants in January 1609. Nine stent-masters made op 
the roll which is engrossed in the council record, 
and by it we are famished with a complete list of the 
ratepayers of the day. From a report on the con- 
dition of the burgh made np in 1692 we learn that 
the houses in the town were then mostly inhabited 
by their respeeti?e owners (those otherwise occupied 
not amounting to the annual value of £100 Scots) 
and that the king's cess was paid by a tax on the 
inhabitants and not on heritages. If, therefore, the 
•oonditions of the people, and the system of taxation, 
were on similar lines in 1608, the names in the stent 
roll will practically include all the householders in 
the town and may be accepted as the ** directory " 
for that year. 

There are 133 names on the roll, 23 of them being 
applicable to the ** Auld Touo," and the sum of £11^ 
2b, 4<i. is levied in sums varying from Ss. 4d. to £3. 
The surnames, here arranged in alphabetical order, 
are as follows, the figures indicating the number of 
times the names occur if that happens more than 
once: — Alexander 2, Anderson 3, Ben net 3, Bradie, 
Broderstanes 3, Brown, BuUo, Charteris, Chisholm 
2, Glasohen, Cleg, Clench, Dewar, Dickson 6, Dodds, 
Dougall, Edmont, Eliot, Fairlie, Fell, Fischer, For- 
rester, Frank 3, Geddes 2, Gillies 2, Gowane, Greg, 
Greif, Halden, Hay, Heckfurd, Home, Horsbruik 4, 
■Johnson, Ker, Kirkwood, Lawson, Lawder, Leggat 
2, Lowis 2, Lowrie, Melrose, Marshall, Mosman, 
Mure, Muido, Newtoun, Paterson, 5, Peblis 2, 
Forteous 4, Pringill 2, Bidshaw, Bobeson 3, Shanks, 
Smith 6, Steill, Stevinson 3, Stoddart, SSymington, 
Tait, Thomson, Thorbrand 2, Tod, Tuedie 3, Tued- 
daill 2, Umont 6, Yaitche 2, Wallace, Williamson 2, 
Wilsoun 7, Wod 3, Wyllie 2, Young. 

Of the names above enumerated eight are appro- 
priated by females, probably browster- wives or 
hostel keepers — the Meg Dodses of the period — for 
the trade in beer and strong waters was then almost 
•entirely monopolised by the sex. 

The Christian names contained in the roll may 
also be classified, the figures again indicating the 
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number of timen each occurs: — Of the men: Adam 2, 
AlexrtUder 5, Andrew 5, Charles 1, David 1, Edward 
2« Gavin 1, Geort^e 3, Gilhert 4, Hector 1, Hew 1, 
James 19. John 25, Matthew 1, Michael 1, Nicol 1, 
Patrick 9, Paul 1, Kichard 1, Robert 5, Stene 1, 
Thomas 16, William 17. Women: Agnes, Bessie, 
Helen, Ispobel, Janet 2, Margaret, Meg. 

Jami's Lord Hay of Tester, who had succeeded 
his brother in 1591, having died in 1609, the coancil, 
out of respect to the memory of their late provost 
commisoioned some of the townsmen to attend the 
obsequies: *'' Hf Feb, — Ordnnis the personis efter 
specified to ryd to my lordis huriall: John Dikisonn, 
Matbow Hay, Thomas Yaiche, Ricbart Chrisholme, 
Antiro Patersone, William Dikison, Alexander 
Broderstanis.** 

In Dr R. Chambers' Domestic Annala there is 
given a dramatic narrative of a famous judiciHl com- 
bat fought in 1595 between two members of the de- 
ceosed lord's household, George Hepburn (the 
challenger), and John Brown. In conformity with 
the legal usage of the time license was obtained from 
the king, and in presence of duly Qualified judges 
and the public the two "litigants, mount«>d and 
armed with swords and spears, met on Edstone 
HHUgh and went through the ordeal of battle. The 
▼auquished combatant, '* resolutely refused to make 
any confession," and there the narrative in the Annals 
ends, but by recently recovered and now published 
fragments of the privy council proceedings we learn 
the sequel to the encounter. The judges in the com- 
bat ** having found the challenge to be cleirit be the 
iaid George, quho overcame the said Johne and 
|mared his lyff at the desyre of the said judges," 
Brown had ever since borne deadly hatred against 
Hepburn, and was resolved to have his life whenever 
** he may find the commoditie." Being summoned 
before the privy council. Brown appeared before that 
body on 26th November 1605 and declared, ''albeit he 
had borne feud against Hepburne in tyme bygane, 
he wes content, in obedience to the councill, to be 
reconciled with him, and gave his oath that fra his 
heart he remitted Hepburne all rancour, and sould 
never quarrell him thairafter, and took him by the 
hand and were reconceiled together." 

Subsequent to the Reformation the first minister 
in Peebles was John Dikeson to whom in 1560 the 
town council " modified " a stipend of £40 Scots for 
a year*B service as ** minister of the common pray oris 
in our ktik." John Allane was in the following year 
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elected by ibe '* elderiB and deoanis to be thair mioii* 
ter in tymee onming," and John Willook and John 
Davidson, ministers in Olasitow, bad acquiesced, but 
in addition to this **John Knox, superintendent of 
Edinburgh " was to be a^ked to corroborate the ap- 
pointment. Thomas Cranstoun, coming from Liber- 
ton and returning thencv, is found officiating in 
1571-3; and between the latter date and 1666, a 
period bordering on a century, the town and parish 
oad the oontinnoos ministrations of only three in- 
onmbents. The patronage in 1573 belonged to the 
erown, and the king at that time appointed Archi- 
bald Douglas to be minister of the parish, his stipend 
being then £200 Scots. In the Privy Council Re- 
gister of 1589 Douglas' name occurs in the **li8t of 
a commission of select clergy in the shires to promote 
subscription to the Confession of Faith and Covenant 
over the whole kingdom,** but latterly his appear- 
ances in the same record, which are frequent, are of a 
somewhat dififerent character. His disputes with 
the laird of Horsburgh have already been referred 
to, and he had also various other pleas and conten- 
tions before the lords at Holyrood. When near the 
end of his ministry a proposal was afloat for the 
placing of a second minister. To the town council 
on 26th August 1608, ** my lord provest reportit the 
moderatour of the preshiterie desirit that the seound 
minister to be provydit sonld haif the teyndis of the 
Kirklands, itis ansuerit that they haif napower to geve 
the teyndis thairof, and farder the Kirklands never 
payit teynd, and thairfor can not gif that quod non est 
aui juris, Ansueris the prebends appertenis to the 
burgh and maist pairt gif tit, and that thai ar willing, 
as thai vaik, to geve thame respective vij or ten yeiria 
for educatioun of thair [youths?] and sustentation 
of thair schoolmaster; and farder they can nocht 
grant ane stepend for thair pairt; but gif the brother 
aall place ane secund minister they will voluntarlie 
and charitablie contribut with the rest of the 
parochin withont burgh." A second charge had 
been instituted for short periods in 1586, and agaia 
in 1600, but it is probable that negotiations for hav- 
ing a second minister in 1608 were not matured. 
Douglas died little more than a year afterwards, and 
Theodore Hay, one of the regents in the University 
of Glasgow, was appointed his successor on 20th 
April 1610. 

It will be observed from the resolution of the 
Council just quoted that the revenues from ** pre- 
bends," or endowments for chaplains formerly serving 
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mt altars, were now being applied for edaeational^ 
purposes, and that they could not be diverted for 
payment of minister's stipend. From time to time 
notioe of the disposal of the revenues in this manner 
appears in the records, as on 5th December 1612^ 
when four youths get the gift of the respective 
prebendares or altarages of St John the Baptist, St 
Andrew, Marie Geddes Aisle, and of another altar 
which is not named. 

The commissary courts, where in pre-reformation 
times the Church exercised an extensive jurisdiction* 
had since 1560 been conducted under civil patronage; 
but after one of the re-establishments of episcopacy, 
the Bishops were in 1609 again invested with the 
right of nominating the commissaries in their re- 
pective dioceses. At that time the confirming of 
testaments of deceased persons was the principal 
business coming under the cognisance of the Court, 
and this had hitherto been transacted in Edinburirh. 
The town council, however, taking the opportunity 
of the change in the patronl^?e, besought the 
Archbishop of Glasgow, within whose diocese Peeblei 
was situated, to locate the reorganised court in that 
town, and this was acceded to. Henry Balfour, 
advocate, was appointed '* to discharge the office of ane 
commissar within the boundis of Teviotdaill, Liddis- 
daill, Tueddaill, and nthers boundis in the pairtis 
enbject of befoir to repair to the commissariatis of 
Edinburgh and Lawder, with full power to the said 
Mr Henrie to sit within the burgh of Peiblis sua that 
the said commissariat in all tyme heirefter salbe 
eallit the commissariat of Peiblis;** and in a friendly 
letter ** to my traist freindis the proveist, balyeis, 
and counsal," Archbishop Sppottiswood commend- 
ed the new official to their '* kynd and guid usage.*' 
*' I dout not,'* he says, "as ye haif bene ernest 
to haif your toun the seat of that judicatorie so ye 
wil haif care to se the judgis and thair memberis of 
oourte well usit, and to your poweris wil assist the 
executioun of thair sentencis and suffer nothing to be 
done qnhairby we may be movit to mak change or 
alteratioun afterwards, quhilk we salbe lothe to do 
for ony manis request or persuasioun, that plaice 
hafing been the first choyse we maid in our awin 
mynd and certainly I tak it to be the fittest place.'* 
The council entered with alacrity into preparations 
for giving the commissary a becoming reception, and 
keeping up an imposing appearance in his presence. 
The tolbooth was to be prepared with all diligence, 
no member of the Council was to ** want ane hatt^ 
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mod thai to be providit thairwith, Iwitb in kirk, 
-eonniall, and ooart dayia,** paalm books were to be 
provided, and ** it is ordanit that the haill honest 
men, qaarterle, be wairnit be the offioerls ererie 
bonday, before and efter nnnei to oonyoy the proyost 
to and fra the tolbnith.*' 
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VI. 

Thb Pbovo8t*s Ox — Libkratino Pbisonbbb — 
sohoolmastebs and dootobs— oommof landft 
— GAroMUiB, Hamilton, Venlaw, Glbntbbss — 
TwBBD AND "Cuddy" Greens — Bbidobs — 
Mabket Cbobs— Sebvantb. 

John, the eighth lord Tester, when he socoeeded to 
the title in 1609 was a minor and conaeqaently not 
qualified for the provostship; and at the ensning 
election in October the office, for the first time since 
its institution about the year 1654, was filled by a 
commoner. John Dikisoan was then chosen provost, 
and again in 1610 and 1613, bat for the intermediai 
years and a few subsequent ones the extant records 
do not show who held rule. Hitherto the civic chief 
appears to have been annually the recipient of a 
fatted ox, the gift of the council, but for some unex- 
plaioed reason this bovine perquisite was now to 
cease. On 5th February 1616 ** the counsall allowis 
the ox to the provost in Thomas Williamsoun tyme 
as thesaurer, and dischargis all theeaureris thairefter 
to pay any; and gif thai pay, upon thair awin purs.'^ 
How or when the custom of givinf? an ox to the 
provost originated is not known, though a surmise 
may be hazarded. By an act of ParliMmeot passed 
in 1466 for relief of the ** puir commounes," who 
were greatly oppressed by sheriffs and others **in 
time of fairs takand distresses of thair gudes of little 
quantitie quhilk they bring on their heades or their 
backis or in their armes," it was ordered that such 
exactions should cease, and that the sheriffs were 
only to have "the best ox or cow or unridden horse 
quhilkis are stalled and brought to sell." Now, in 
Peebles the lords of Tester hsul possessed the offices 
of both sheriff and provost, and what was originally 
given to them in the former capacity may in the 
popular mind have come to be regarded as dues 
pertaining to the provostship and so be continued to 
their successor. T^revious to the withdrawal of the 
ox gift the right of the provost to exercise the pre- 
rogative of liberating prisoners was also called in 
question. On 9th January 1615 the council, "becaus 
that sindrie hes beine wairdit be the bailleis for sun- 
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drie cauMis, and of lait the proTAgt bai freed tbame 
aod nocht maid the bailleis foirieine, nor done the 
lamyn with thair oonaent, findis that the provest 
may nooht freith nane wardit be the bailleis withoat 
thair consent." 

The son of whoever was provost in Jane 1612 
(probably Dikisoan) was an applicant for the situation 
of teacher in the school: — **My lord provest gaif in 
bis overture that his sone Mr William sould enter to 
the schole and teiche the scbole for ane quarter, 
and at the qaarteris end ressave sic fea as the 
couDsall sail allow." Some other items bearing on 
the appointments of schoolmasters and ** doctors, '*^ 
or teachers, may also be given here: — "The entrie of 
Mr John Toung to the scbole is upon 1st September 
1605." On 26th January 1607, the treasurer is in- 
structed **to geve James Cranstoun, doctour, £4,*' 
and three years later ** unto the £4 gevin yesriie to 
the doctour, Harie Forester, augmentis utber four 
pundis." On 29th January 1613, **ordsnis the 
tbesaurer to dely ver to Mr John Toung, in compleit 
payment of his scholemaster fea, £10; and on 22nd 
April 1616 William Dyet is engsged to be doctor of 
the school, and binds himself ** to keip bis bouris, 
to enter at six, remane and teich till nine houris, 
from ten to tuelf, and from ane to sex, and to behave 
himself bonestlie; and the toune to geve him tea 
merkis termlie," being 40 merks or £2, 4s. 5d. stg. 

J 'early. This modest allowance to the doctor for a 
ong epell of work would, however, be supplemented 
by fees from the scholars and *'his day lie meit throw 
the toun with the baimes,"as, from another appoint- 
ment made in 1627, we gather that such was the 
practice. 

The mansgement of their common lands of Oade- 
muir, Hamilton, Yenlaw, &c., and the perpetually 
recurring encroachments of neighbouring proprietors 
required the ever vigilant attention of the town 
counciL In May 1609 it is **ordanit that nane half 
mae sowmes [one was pasturage for a cow or five sheep) 
nor twa on the tonnes heritage, bot that they pay for 
ilk sow me mae be sycbt of the counsall; that nane 
bot freemen haif guides pasturit; that ane bird be 
gotten to the nolt and ane to haif the milk and ane 
utber the yeild guides; that twa commoun herdis be 
feait to the sheip; that the commoun herdis pasture 
the scheip on Hammiltoun; that na geir be pMSturit 
on the Yenlaw bot bors and oalffis." In 1610 bur- 
gesses are required to pay for each soume on Cade- 
muir 13s. 4d., and any unfreemen to whom permission 
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might be granted to pay "aooording to the ooansallw 
directioan." In 1613 the namber of sowmei of gnus 
on Oademuir was found by the coanoil to be "at 
the leUt twa bandreth;" and about this time a hoase 
was appointed to be bailt on the bill ** and ilk man 
to lay in lyme " for the purpose. The town's herds 
had often vented on them the wrath of neighbours 
whose trespassing propensities it was their duty to 
check. Thus there is a "complaint upon William 
Elphinstoan, sone to Henderston [a laird whoes 
lands adjoined Gademuir] quha in tbe moneth of 
June 1608 came to Tued brig and thair strak Andro 
Ewmont, being ane toun bird, with ane grit roing, 
on held, schoulderis, bak, and leggis, to the grit effu- 
sion of bis bluid.*'* 

The feuing out of portions of Gademuir Gommon 
to individuals ultimately resulted in its entire dis- 
memberment, though it was the original intention 
that tbe parte disposed of should remain inneparabls 
pendicles of tenemente in tbe burgh. On 23rd Octo- 
ber 1615 "the counsall concluds that swa mony 
arabill akens as may be convenientlie spairit of the 
Oaidmuris be sett in few and annexit to the tene- 
meatis; and the counsall to be advysit quhat salbe 
ilk manis portioun, and that portioun to bw rowpit to 
him quha will give maist, and infeftment to be gevin 
thairefter and consolidatieun to be maid with the 
burro landis, and seasing to be gevin upon the burro 
landis of tbe said annexit landis; with provisioun 
that the tenementis nor out-land sail nocht be sauld 
bot conjunctlie, and that infeftment sal be gevin of 
the tenementis for yeaiiie payment of the few maillis 
of the out-land." 

In consequence of aggressions by Lauder of 
Haltoun, owner of lands adjoining Hamilton EQll* 
and Hay of Smithfield, owner of lands adjoining 
Tenia w, an assessment of £100 Scoto was levied from 
the inhabitants in 1611, *' for persute of Smeithfield 
and Haltoun for removing fra the Yenlaw and 
Hamiltoun." What was the immediate result of this 
ekirmisbing does not appear, probably nothing more 
than the patching up of some sort of truce for the 

* In August 1600, the provost and bailies complained to the 
privy couQcil that relatives and household men of James 
Qledstanes of Gokilaw, came upon 9th July to the hill of 
Oaidmuir, the complainer's heritage, where James Dikisoun, 
their pundler, was keeping their fields, and ** with the 
echott of ane pistolett and with straikis of swordis and 
lanceis," slew him. A pundler, strictly speaking, was one 
who impounded or distrained strayed cattle, but it is probable 
that Dickisoun was also one of the town's herds. 
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time. Want of preoition in title deedi in ipedfying 
botindari6s~-exoatab]e at a time when land waa of 
eo little Talne that a few bandred acres more or lees 
waa of little coneeqaenoe — was one of the canses of 
these interminable territorial dtSDUtes. Tbe ** el*iis 
Gontenit in Smeithfield chartonr, for instanoe^ runs 
io this vague way—** Togidder with special libertis 
And privalege of pasturage of thair guidis upone thm 
eooimonite of Snoinhope, Eschellis, Venlaw, and 
Glentres, qahilk are adjacent to the saidis landis of 
Smeithfield, Saoinhope, and Flat; and to pull hedder. 
east feuall, faill, and divat tbairnpone, and uther- 
wjris to dispone upon the samyn as thair commonnita 
at thair pleasour in tym cuming." Qlentress (ooe of 
the commons embraced in the royal charters .to the 
burgh) also appears as a possession of the Earl of 
Lotnian in his titles of lands in and bordering on the 
Leithen valley, and between his lordship and the towA 
some points of dispute had likewise arisen. 2nd Jan9 
1612 — **Ordanis the provost to ryd to my lord of 
Lowthiane, for the Eister Hill mos and difference 
betwix his lordship and the town, and David Yaicha 
to ryd with him, upon thair awin expenssis." lltb 
June — **The provest, with the baillies, Tbomas 
Yaiche, Thomas Williamsoun, to ryd to my lord of 
Lowthiane concerning the hillis and merches thairof.** 

In addition to the more distantly situated commons* 
Tweed and Peebles (or ** Caddy ") greens were used 
for pasturage. 2nd June 1610—** Ordanis that nane 
pasture thair sheip upon Tweed nor Peblis grein, hot it 
be reservit to the hors, under the pane of 40s. ilk 
fait. And that nane tak faill of tbe tonnes heritage 
of Tweed grene, Peblis grene, nor na uther the toun 
landis, to big dykes upon uther menis heritagis, nor 
guid uther menis landis thairwith, under the pane 
of £5." 

In harvest time, and after it, provision had to be 
made for protection of- the crops against depredators 
of Tarious sorts. Sept. 1611 — ** Ordanit that all geis 
be herdit quhill the cornes be innit.*' 2nd Sept. 1616 
— ** Ordanis that nane bring in corne efter the eone 
sett nor be fund winning cornes within glomin tyme, 
and that nane ressaif corne from horsmen, gentelmen« 
nor cadgeris, nor travelleris, na schevis nor cornea.** 
5th December 1612—*' James France, duelland in the 
house on the Oastlehill, being wairdet for steilling of 
Bobert Thomsoune's corne in William Dikisoun** 
yaird; becaus of grit steilling of corne and for restrain- 
ing thairof, ordanis him to be banishit the toun, 
-under the peine of scourging nixt, and the nixt their- 
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cfter drowniog." To tecnre % infficient rapply or 
reaperi, the inbabiiaots were probibited from giving 
tbeir tervicee elsewbere. lltb Angnit 1612 — 
" Ordania all tbeae that pamit furtb of tbe toun tbo 
last yeir to acbeir forth of tbe samyn be preaeotlie- 
poyndit and diacbargit that none of thame pasa away 
tbia barvest, under the pain of banithment of the 
toun; aod modifiea thame thair fea, viz., tbe beat- 
men acheiraria, 2b. 6d., the women acheiraria, 2b.** 

In 1608 tbe town preaented to the Convention of 
Boyal Bargba a aupplication, '* oratfing ane coatome 
to be aptaken for upbalding of thair twa brigia/' and 
in the following year that body "gevia licence to the- 
brugh to impetrat of our aoverane lord ane gift of the 
impoat following, for repairing of thair calaay and 
brig, to indure for the apnce of nyne yeiria, viz., of 
Uk laid paaaand alangis the aaid brig, of unf reiDen« 
4d., and of fremen, 2d.; item, ilk kow, ox, or bora, 
eummaod to be aauld, Id.; ilk acore acbeip, 4d.*** 
It may be aaanmed that the impoat waa granted, as 
there are aundry inatiuctiona after tbia for repairing 
the bridgea :— 29th July 1609— *'Ordaint to cana mend 
the briggia." 2nd June 1612—*' Ordanea all tbe bora 
of tbe toun to lay in ane laid of lyme for reparatiouu 
of the briggia and atepill. 23rd October 1615—** Item, 
all to be warnit to leid atanea to the brig work."^ 
The market croaa alao came in for aome ahare of 
attention. 26th May 1609— *' Ordanis to lay in lyme 
for reparatioun of the croce and nther tbinvia.** 
29tb July — *" Item, to caaa mend the croce." 20th 
April 1610 — ** Item, to remember the repairing of the 
croce." 

In the printed recorda (p. 369) will be found an 
enumeration of aome of the mal-practicea of aervanta, 
their carooaala and diaobediencea, with in junctiona for 
their better conduct. There are other acta on the- 
■ame aobject. 7th November 1608—** The namea of 
thame tkat ar ordanit to be put of the toun or to paa 
to eervice (here follow nauica of 20 aervanta, the moat- 
of theni f^malea.) ** It ia ordanit that nana fea aer- 
Tanta bot for ane year, and t)<at beirefter nane within- 
burgh tak ane aervant qubill the yeir be endit." 24th 
April 1615— '* Ordania that all men and wemen 
lervandia that bea committit tranagreaaiona to be 
ebargit be oppin proclamatioun to remove off the 

* Permlaalon waa eimilarly given on 7tb July 1616 to aak 
an impoat for aeven years of **2d. of Ilk horse, bd. of ilk acor* 
acbeip, 2d. of ilk futtman, 4d ot ilk horse man eummand to- 
thair bridge," the proceeda to be applied towarda reparation 
of the bridge. 
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bnrgh at Witsonday; and that all heritoaris of landi» 
qaha hei sett houMit to unfremen, wemen, and 
aeryandiB, be poyndit for £10 of unlaw.** 
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VII. 

An Old BuRan Aooount. 

AooouNTB such M we are now-a-days acqaainted 
with, in all their gradations from a tradesman's bill 
up to the National Badget, do not usually possess the 
element of attraotiveness, and it may therefore ap- 
pear difficult to get any one's interest awakened in 
details of pecuniary transactions in which the town 
was concerned three centuries ago. Old burgh 
accouDts, however, have a special interest of their 
own, apart altogether from their immediate purpose, 
which was merely the dun reckoning up of the 
treasurer's intromissions. They are generally charac- 
terised by a quaint simplicity of phraseology, and 
their incidental allusions to every-day occurrences 
afford many and varied side light views into social 
•customs and manners which more formal records 
pass over unnoticed. 

A series of Peebles accounts, commencing in 1623 
And going on continuously for some years, is pre- 
served. At that time the main sources of bureh 
revenue were the two com mills, one of them the Auld 
Mill on " Peblis Water," and the other the Rude Mill 
on Tweed at the Castlehill, the Waulk Mill situated at 
Tweed Green, the petty customs, and the mails or 
rents received for the lands of Dalatho, Kingsmuir, 
and Oademuir grazings. For the year commencing 
at Michaelmas 1623 there was drawn from the two com 
mills the sum of £656;* the Waulk MUl, £24; Dalatho, 
£17; Kingsmuir, in lots at 68. 8d. the acre, £3, 13s. 4d. ; 
soums of Kaidmuir (over and above those allowed to 
the burgesses), £32; petty customs, £106, 138. 4d. 
Pour burgesses paid £l, 13s. 4d. each for their ad- 
mission; and amongst other casual receipts there are 
**re8avit for ane trie that gaid downe the water, 408.; 
fra Stevine Thomson for his entres of half ane aiker 
of land lyand at the fitt of the loning at Ederstone 
Bum, £10;" for '* ane auld millestone sauld to Cnd- 
bert Nickhallsone, Menner Mill, 50s;" *' resavit out 
of the steppill ane auld pot wechtand ten pund, 408." 

* It has to be noted that money at this time was of the 
Scottish denomiDatioD, or one-twelfth of the value of ster- 
ling money. 
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Ab giving a view of some phases of daily routine 
in the burgh for a year, a liberal selection of items 
from the disbursement side of the account will now 
be given. In these the abundance of words then in 
common use but now obsolete will be noticeable, 
indicating the great change that has taken 
place in our vocabulary. Indeed any one who is 
able to get through them all without being puzzled 
need not fear the ordeal of a stiff exammation in 
idiomatic Scotch. 

16i4—I>ecember, — Gevin to buy oyle dolie to the 
knok, 268. 8d. ; for ane quheill barra to carrie stanes 
to the calsa, Ids. ; to John Wilisone ane furlet meill 
for keiping the Eist Port, 458.; to Cristiane Hay 
{tavern keeper), quhen the millis was taine ower fra 
Alexander Williamsone and John Geilleis, 12s.; to 
the persons (parson), to ryd to Edinbargb to geve 
John MickilU wryter, £9, lis. 8d.; to Mairriane 
Oovan (tavern keeper) quhen the proveist and bailies 
lewkit the commone kist, for sax pyntis aill, 12s.; 
item, for candill, 2s.; to Cristaine Hay, quhen the 
persone come hame with John Mickall his discharge, 
being in com panic the persone, the proveist, nnd the 
bailyeis, 148.; four foddome of cordis to flichter 
Thomas Pattersons [drowned for sheep stealing], 5s. 
4d.; for ane candill quhen they rypit the hous, 4d.; 
to Cristiane Haye quhen Thomas Patersone was exe- 
cute, to the officeris and siodry uthers to hire, for 
meit and drink, 408.; to Cleirie . and Makwate 
^officers] thrie bread, 38.; to James Haldine for ane 
sooire of stairtes and heaos, 268. Sd. ; to Beige Hoge 
for dechting of the prissone hous tuys, 8s., daillis to 
mak ane of the prisone boas doore, 308. 

1626 — Janva/ry — To John Johnstone formending of 
the north syde of the tolbuith, 358. ; for 18 ringis to 
rung the toune ledder, 6s.; to James Haldine for 
runging the ledder, 6s. ; for ane uther scoir of heacs 
quhen the iys (ice) come downe and brak thame, 
36s. 8d.; to George Kere for bringing in the tua men 
that brak waird, £26; to James Tait for intaking of 
four staikellis (shackles) of irne, Ss. 4d.; for twa 
breid to Makwat quhen he scoirKit Cleirie, 29.; item, 
for ane foddome of toweis to flichter him, 6d.; gevin 
at command of the proveist and bailies, with some 
others in companie quhen the commissar was maid 
burges, to Cristiane Hay for wyne and sill, 338. 4d. ; 
to Beigis Hoge and her sone to dicht the prisone 
bons, 7s.; to buy ledder to the towing of the steippell 
bell, 13s. 4d.; to Qeorge Merteine for calsaying 14 
ruidiis of calsay in the Northgett, £42; for f umessching 
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bis staiDM, £8, Ss.; for serving him for red and sand, 
£11, is.; for sax ruidis and ane half oalsayit in the 
northmost Port Bray, £19, lOs.; stanes, £3, 18s. r 
sand and red, £5, 4s.; tua trumall brodis to the aula 
mille, 36s. 8d. 

Felnruary, — To John Robeine, and two others, to 
oairrie James Bell that dieit at the Crosburne to the 
kirk, Ss.; to Andro and James Haldine and the 
thrie offeceris to cairrie the towne ledder fra the 
persone's place to the steippill and fra the steippill 
to the Oors Kirk, 10s.; to Alexander Fell and John 
Gibsone to oairrie ane crippill callit Soot to the 
Esohilles, 4a.; for tua puna of irne to mend the 
schaikellis of the nock that James Geddes had 
brokine qohen he braik waird, pryce and wark, 6s.; 
to John Haldine for goeing into the steippill windo 
to oppine the doore, 4s.; for feseing the schappill 
bell and for ledder to the towing of it, 8s. ; to John 
Lowes, drumer, to bny ane pair of schone, 6s.; for 
ane aike trie to the ride (rood) mille, £5, 60.; to 
Oristiane Hay quhen Alexander Williamson and 
John QuUeis band was subscrivit, for ane qaart aiU, 
4s.: to Gristiane Haye quhen the persone rede to 
Edinborgh to borrow the money, 14s.; for thrie 
candill to sie to big the steippill doore heid, 28.; for 
ane farneist doore to set np the steippill staire, £5, 
4s.; for thrie quarteris of ieme of maid wark that 
was bandis and orewkis and staippillis to the doore, 
46s.; to John Frank for bis nocke fie, £15, 68. 8d.;. 
qnben Patrick Stoddart brocht the mony oat of 
Edinbargh, to Gristiane Haye for ane quart of aille, 
4b. 

Ifare^— Four peisis aik timmer to big up the 
nedder windo of the steippill, 26s. 8d.; thrie quarter 
of ierne and tua pund of maid wark to be slipperis to 
the nedder winda, 50s.; four geists to the steippill Uy 
be staneris to the kaiseing of the bell to wis, 408.;. 
to the steippill wark gevin to John Beuill for sax- 
teine daillis that was dooris and mendit the lof tis and 
kaisiug of the bell towis, £8; for hame bringing of 
thame out of Leith, for everie oarrige, 1.5s. ; summa 
for sax hors, £3, lOs.; item, for thair custum, 16d.;. 
14 pounde of ierne quhilk was four bandis and 
orewkis and slottis to the dooris, 55e.; to Edwart 
Fell for carieing of 38 laides of lyme and sand to the 
steippill, the lyme out of the skooll and the sand out 
of rebillis Water, 25s. 4d.; for casting of five 
hundreth faill and leiding of thame to the steippill 
loftis, 188.; gevin in oompanie quhen Mr John 
Ker com to the towne and grantit thame license 
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that thay loold oairrie the priioneria ii« f«rder nor 
Selkirk, payit (o Oristiane Sohiaholme, £3, 12i.; ta 
Elewne Plenderlaith and Betse Heof oird to oairrie ane 
orippill callit Wilaona to the Myrhoui, 4b, [Several 
other payments for remoTal of cripples to Winkston, 
Edston, Myrebooie, Fossae, and Sooahope]. To three 
persons to ryde to Jedbracb with the prisaoneris, for 
thair waidgies, £27; for meitt and dnnk quhen the 
prissoneris was transportit oat of eawill (jail) to Sel- 
kirk, 128.; for deparsements in Selkirk and for fieing 
of hors to the prissoneris oat of Selkirk to Jedbraoh, 
£6), 13s. ; for four bora to oairrie the priasoneris to Sel* 
krik, £4, 8s. ; for casting 600 f aill and leiding of thame 
to mend the rewinoas bollis of the rid mUlne, 12s.; 
half ane bowle meill to the dramer, £3, 6s.; foare 
foddome of cordis to flichter the priaoneris qahen they 
war oarrit away, 5b. 4d.; for ane oandill when Bobert 
Twedy was put in the steippall, 4d.; for ane woinding- 
soheit to Thomas Steinsone, lOs.; to Jenat Thomsono 
for woinding of him, 3s.; for taa woindeinscbeitia 
to the twa prissoneris that in deit in waird, 24s.; to 
Mergrat Kide for woindeing of thame, 6s.; [winding 
sheets also got for *' ane that deit in John Thomsonea 
hoos," '* ane that deit in the proveist buir doore,** 
and ** ane callit Hoge "]; for twa halbertis to the twa 
ofBceris, £6, 13s. 3d.; for hamebrineing of thame, 4s. 
4d.^ to John Lawsone in GraigmUler for twa new 
Staines to the ride milne, £20; to the kairter and his 
men for hors meitt and maneis meitt quhen he come 
thrie tymes with the staines, £8; allowit for awin 
waigis qahen I (the treasarer) and James Haldine 
went to Leith to by the ataioes and to boy the timer 
to the steipill, thrie dayis, £6; for mending of ane 
lok that WilUhm Horsbraik brak in the cowroanhoos, 
!&.; ane sooir of heacs to the anld milne, 26a.; ane 
staine of ierne to be bandis to the otter qnheill and 
staippillis to the clous of ride milne befoir the milne 
was tain downe, £3; to Thomas Williaone for going to 
Traqaair and to Henderleithane and to tbes that nea 
theprebendar landis, with warnings, 34s.; to John 
Tempill to goe with waimeings to the laird of Hattone 
and aindry atheris, £6. 

^2»rt^.— Qahen Mr James Ingillis come to tak infef- 
ment for Lady Tester, for ane momeing drink, 308.; 
to the men that brocht the chairge about the 
borroweis, 12s.; givin to cast ane gait oesyde Wink- 
stone that the kairt mioht come to the towne, 10s.; 
to mend the littill trie brig with stane and lyme, 18b. 
and 6b.; for ain aize trie to the anld millne, £6, 13b. 
id.; to James Haldane and Andro Haldine quhen 
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tbay patt in the aixe trie and mending the olous (4 
dBtjB) for thair meit and drink, SOs.; for naillis to men4 
the tree brig, 6s. 

May,— Tor viij aike treis that was in the Ghappill 
hill to be BiUiB and staippiUis to the ride mime, 
£16, 68.; to William Walker in Henderieith for caire- 
ing up of ten laidie of kaiberie oat of the Ploro woide 
to the milne, £3, 68.; to James Haldane in North- 
gett and John Geillis and John Horsbruik for up- 
bringing of thrie of the gritt treis, for everie bora 
anoht sobilling, of thair four hors, £4, 168. ; to Laird 
Ballo to bring up the uther twa treis with his bors 
and his oxine, pryce everie raik 328., £3, 8s. [Several 
other payments for work at Rood Mill]. To ten men 
for delfing of faill (turf) about the maircheis twa 
dayis, £3, 10s.; to the drumer, thrie days, 208.; to 
the pyper, 68. ; to James Haldine and his servants for 
laying of Tweid call, £6, IBs. 4d. 

July. — To Jam<>8 Williamsone, proveist, to give 
the lawieris and advocattis in March, £120, and in 
Joly, £40, 98., to pay the schaker (ezcheqner) 
oompt*:— first, for their few roaillis, £9, lOs.; 
item, impost of the wyne, £3, 78.; item, gevine 
to the clairkis £3, 6s. 8d.; item, to the clarkis, 
€8. 8d.; item, to the man that keipit the 
duire, 48. Item, for my awin waigis, waitting on 
thrie dayis paying the schaker oowmpt and baying 
iimmer, and waitting with the proveist for the townes 
tame aganis Smeiffield, £4, lOKs.; gevin for mending 
of Taeid brig, £20, 12s. ; for vj frie staines to mend 
Taeid brig, £3; qahen Jobn Hay was till have bein 
serveit (as heir), for brikfast, being in company the 
provost, bailie, clerk, and procurator, 37b,; to boy ane 
pepper (paper) hoik to copy the tonnes adversaries 
€viaent8 in, 128.; qahen John Hay was servit, for 
thair brikfast, £3, lOs.; for fieing of fyfteine hors to 
gang about daillis of my lord Yesteris to oairrie thame 
f ra the Auchindyne brigis to the Neppeth, ilk hors 
10s., £7, 10s.; to Thomas Wilsone and Stevine 
Tbomsone for hownding of Kaidmuir, Hamiltone, 
and Vainlaw, 8s.; to Robert Fotheringhame to oairrie 
ane prissoner callit Walter Grame to Dnmfreis, for 
his hors and his selfe, £2, 13s. 4d.; gevin in the 
Orewik for candill all the nioht and for the prisoner 
meittin Moffat and Domfreis, 12s.; to John Frank 
for susteining of him 12 dayis, 12s.; for twa foddame 

* Magistrates were required to produce to the exchequer 
yearly we aooounts of their common goods that the lords 
might satisfy themselves '* gif the samen be spended for the 
common well of the burgh or not " (Act of Parliament, 1636. ) 
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cordu to fliohter him, 2i.; for my awin walgis being 
four dayis, £6. 

6th August, — For toa ter barelis to borne on the 
YainUkw, 268.; for taa pound of powder and 6 nnoe, 
•6e. ; for ane barrell of aill that was had to the Yainlaw, 
£3, 10s.; to John Robeine and John Billie for playing 
and itryking of the Bwych, 24i. 6th, — To tuentie 
men that keipit the yeild nowlt in the EtehelUe 
•oowmane for thair brikfaat quhen they had keipit 
tbame all the day, SOe. 7t^.— Qahen James Hay gat 
seising in the Yainlaw, for instrewment and to 
Oristiane Hay, 30s. i5^A.— To William Yaich for 
hamebring letteres of law-borrawis againia Smeith- 
4eld and his tenentis, for the letteris and his awine 
waidgis, £5, 78. tSth, — Qahen Mr Mathow and Mr 
Hairrie (Edinburgh lawyers) come to the towne in 
iyme of waickance (vacation) quhen they ware going 
to Dumfreioe. payit to Oirstiane Schisbolme, 42s.; 
item payit quhen they come back out of Dumfreioe. 
being in companie with the persone, the proveiat, ano 
the dark, and bailies, payit to Oirstiane Schisbolme 
and Cirstione Hay, £9, 78. 

October — December, —To Bessie Eekf ord for dichting 
■of the sohooUe quhen the bairnes come till it, 2s.; to 
the Bcoole maister for his fie and sohalmer maiU, 
£109; to the dockter, Thomas Orawfurd, for bis fie, 
«to., £17, 68. 8d.; to the proveiat to ryd to Edinburgh 
in June to meit with the lawieris for thrie dayis, £6; 
for ane auld millnstone that was laid on or the new 
•Staines came bamOj £6, ISs. 4d.; for mending the 
swysh and cordis, in Aogosfc, lOs.; item, allowit to 
myselfe for pepper and ink, 68. 8d. 

A humorooBly inclined economist has somewhere 
recommended everybody to live within their income 
even thoush they should have to borrow the money 
necessary for the purpose. The town of Peebles had 
this year aimed at making ends meet by a similar 
device, but were not quite successful. With the borrow- 
ed money (£186) added to the revenue the gross 
-€harfl|e amounted to only £1191 Scots, while the ex- 
penditure exceeded that figure by £124, 
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VIII. 

The Buboh*s Magna Ohabta— Lands debobibei> 
in it mobe extensive than actual posses- 
SIONS— ObOFTS AND Feus— Town Wall— 
Reoiah Majebtatem and Aots of Pablia- 
xent— Misusing Pboyost— Disobedience to 
Magistbates —Punishments. 

It is narrated in the judicial records of the kingdom 
that our sovereign lord King Alexander, of good 
memory, gave the Moss of Waltamsbope to his 
burgesses of Peebles, and since that time (129.4-49) 
their suooessors have had frequent experiences of 
royal beneficence. The " hazards of war and fire,*' 
to use an old charter expression, were apt to disperse 
the bits of material containing the visible evidence of 
SQch favours, but in such cases the loss was usually 
made up by ratifications and renewals of investiture. 
One of these ratifications, with its accompanying 
noYodamus, had been obtained from James IL in 
1506, but in the succeeding century fresh acquisitions, 
both in privileges and possessions, had been made by 
the burgh, while on the other hand the counteracting 
inflaences of encroaching landowners were of increas- 
ing portent, and it now (in 1621) appeared to those in 
authority that the time had come for obtaining, in 
amplified form, another recognition by royalty of all 
tibe town's possessions and privileges. As to how the 
machinery for accomplishing this object was set in 
motion and worked, little or nothing can be gathered 
from the council records. The subject would doubt-^ 
less be anxiously discussed amongst those locally con- 
cerned; consultations would be held with the town's 
Edinburgh agents, on whom would devolve the task 
of formulating the requisite supplication to Grown 
o£Bcial8, and generally conducting the diplomatic 
arrangements; while not the least di£Bcult part of the 
business would be the raising of funds to meet ex- 
chequer dues, scriveners' charges, tavern bills, and 
other attendant outlays. On these points the con- 
temporary burgh accounts, had they been in existence, 
which they are not, would doubtless have afforded 
piquant details. Ab it is, the only reference in the 
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reoorda which aaemi to bear on the truieMtion i» 
the following on 10th December 1621 ^-" Item,' borw 
rowit for the toon effairia in Edinburgh, vjc merUe 
(£33, 6e. 8d. itg.); thair obligationn gevio thalr- 
xoir. Ordanifl the theeanrer to pay to Mr Theodor 
and the proTeet thair ezpensaiB for ziij dayii." 
*'Mr Theodor *' was the minister of Peebles, a meni* 
ber of the Town Ooancil, and one who appears to hav0 
taken a prominent part in the town's affairs.* The 
provost of the time was James Williamson, and he- 
and the minister, after their thirteen days* sojourn in 
the metropolis and settliDg the cost of the neir 
charter, probably brought with them on their retorft 
to Peebles very little of the borrowed 600 merks. 

The charter is dated 19th November 1621. Written 
on the face of a large sheet of stout parchment, it ia 
still in a fair state of preservation, and is altogether 
an imposing looking document. The printed copsr 
and relative translation occupy 34 pages of tb* 
Publea Charien. Beginning with a recital of th» 
ancient erection of the burgh, of the memorable ser' 
Tices rendered by the community in peace and war, 
of the losses sustained by the burgesses in defending- 
the country against foreign enemies and resisting 
border oppressors (the town being then often sacked, 
bnmt, ana laid waste), of the place being a convenient 
one for the administration of justice, and of the king 
being willing to defend the rights and privileges at 
the inhabitants that thenceforth a better opportunity 
might be given them of continuing in their faithful 
office and service, the charter confirms several previ- 
ous grants, which are specified at length, and gives a 
full enumeration and confirmation of all the bnrgh'a 
privileges and possessions. The extensive territory 
embraced in the charter is, however, misleading, un- 
less it be borne in mind that royal grants were alwaya 
issued Bolvo jure cvjuaHibet. Indmd, crown donees 
oonld only look upon as theirs what could not ba 

» Theodore Hay, A.M., promoted from being Beeent in 
the University of Glasgow, presented by Junes VI., 20th 
April 1610. He was a member of the Courts of High Com- 
mission, 21st December 1616, 15th June 1619, and Slst 
December 1684. Had D.D. conferred by the University of 
8t Andrews, 29th July 1616; subscribed the Protestation for 
19ie liberties of the Kirk, with flfty-four others, 27th June 
1617; was on the leet for Edinbargh in 1621 ; gave 100 merka 
towaords building the library of the University of Glasgow, 
1st August 1632; continued, 7th June 1648, but demitted in 
1648, and was dead before 26th October 1662, leaving a widow 
and a son, who succeeded to the cure. — Scott's FomU 
MceMm SooHecuut, 
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claimed by somebody else by prior or more satisfactory 
titles fortified by possession. Thus the great charter 
of Peebles save the burgesses a prima facie right to 
«nter into legal contests with other competitors, but 
the final issae of these whs greatly dependent on ex- 
traneous evidence, and in the course of many and 
prolonged law pleas, the pruning knife of the legal 
lords succeeded bit by bit in reducing the wide domain 
described in the charter into somewhat modest dimen- 
sions. 

For the reasons just indicated, the council records 
which narrate the actual use made of the town'slanda* 
and the interruptions to which such use was subjected, 
afford a more accurate view of their extent than does 
the long catalogue of them contained in the charter. 
The following extracts may be given in illustration: — 
16^ — Oct. 16. — " Item, to hound Hamilton, twa 
everie quarter daylie, beginnand at the provest. 
Item, to make teillage thairof, and ilk pleoohe to teill 
a yoking." Oct, ^^.— ** Appoynttis ane thrie yeir 
tak to be sett of Kaidmnre, provyding ilk burges half 
twa sowme for ane mark the sowme, the taksman 
lyndand hirdis, the saidis bur^essis being landit men. 
Item^ to brek and teill Kaidmure and Hamilton. 
Item, to lay down the Eschellie commonn new teillit. 
Ordanis twa of everie quarter to visit Hamiltonn and 
to designe quhat partis salbe teillit thairof and efter 
quhat forme. Mr Theodore Hay, parson ne, one of the 
connsall, protest! t." 16fil — JunelU — "Ordanis the 
thesaurer to big ane scheill upone Hamiltown to the 
bird. Ordanis William Gibsoun to haif weiklie ij 
pekis meill for his herdschip, and as for his fea he 
cumis in the tounis will." June BS, — Ordanis the 
thesaurer to big ane ludge and fald upon Hamiltoun." 
Oct, $9. — ** Ordanis to poynd all that has geir gangand 
amangis the stoukis or rukkis befoir the haill comes 
be innit." 16iSi— April i5.— "Ordanis to saw ane 
pairt of Hamiltoun. John Lewis offeris for the Inner 
Hill and Dod iiijc merkis. Map 14. — ^The connsall 
discharges the provest and baillies to be takeris of 
the hillis; and ordanis thame to nominat uthera in the 
takis and thai to be pertineris. June 10, — " Ordanis 
to pind the guidis pasturing npoun Hamiltoun and 
Yenlaw, and everie ane of the counsall to pas and 
turns thair day about; and the proveist and bailleis to 
direct thame to that effect. Appointtis ane fald to be 
biggit upon Hamiltoun." Jidy ^.— Item, to cry 
Hamiltoun waist the mome and to warne the nycht- 
bouris for eitting of the cornes sawin thairupon. 
Oct, 4' — ** The provest and bailleis to keip and hound 
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^he Yenlaw and remanent billia. Oct, iS, — ^'Ordaines 
the baillies to send ane of the ofBoerU everie foirtie- 
ancht houris to pund Hamildoan, Yenlaw, and Kaid- 
mnir, and anei everie weik to goe themselffit and 
pnnd. Ordanis the hirda to keip the haill billis and 
to suffer na goidia be paatnrit tbairnpoan exoeptand 
the townes awin guidia, and to give ane particular 
inventar of all guidis that was paatarit this last yeir 
thairupon." June iS, — ** Ordaines Tbomai Younge, 
oallit Yow-be-the-moath, ather to tak soumeB of the 
toon and pay thairfoir, ntherwayea mak off the tonn. 
^omas Thomaone, herd of Kaidmuir, compeiring 
bef oir the connaall, being posed of the said coanaaU 
how he satt upon Kaidmuir fra Witsonday last, de- 
ponia he aita as herd to John Dikiaone, elder [a tacks- 
man], and haith of him auoht aoumea graa, togider 
with the land that he was in use of teilUng of ^foir 
for bia herdahip. Ordanea the theaaurer to find 
materiallia for building the bona in the Inner- 
hill, and the taokamen to pay the workmen, 
and the aamen to be allowit in foir end of thair mailL 
domperit Androw Eumont alias Kerr, and waa con- 
duced (hired) of the said councill for keiping of the 
haill Eaidmuiria, but in apeciall the Dod and Wester- 
billis, he alwayea having aaoht aowmea and tna 
aikeria of land for hia service, quhairwith he was 
content." Jviy i^— **OrdeaniB the hillia of Kaid- 
muir to be feuit ordourlie to the borro landia. The 
Weaterhill to ly unfeuit." Avgust IS—Tvro peraona 
for each quarter, and "the paraone, owerisman," 
appointed to take "tryell qubat tenementia aall have 
pairt of the Kaidmniria/' 16U—July 5-*'>.The 
oounsall censures James Williamaone, provoat, and 
haill remanent peraounea that hea castin ony turffia 
or fewall upoun the Dod to pay £5 each to the 
theaaurer." June il—**3o\in Hay of Smithfield 
offerit for ane tack of the Yenlaw £60 yearly," but 
^consideration of the offer waa delayed. Jvly 6 — 
'* Ordanis the Yenlaw to be kepit fra paaturing of 
all gudis except the townes awin guidea, and howndit 
day lie twyae." 

JSeaidea procuring a ratification of their own rights 
the council alao about the aame time inatituted in- 
quiries aa to the tenure under which oocupiera of aome 
of the crofts and pieces of land adjacent to the town 
were held, and the duties or services exigible out 
of \i\iBmi—16iO— October 16—'* Ordanis Niniane Lewis 
to produce hia infeftment of the hawohe to under- 
stand qubat darkia [daya^ work] he ancht thairfoir." 
October SO — '*John Lowia produolt ane charter of 
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ane peoe of land upon the aoath sjd of Taeid, beinnd 
twA dayis labour with ane bora yeirlie." December-^ 
"Ordanis the provest and baillies to stey all per» 
■oanea that laboaris the mure qahill they proaaoe 
their fewie and few maUUa.*' 162$— July S—**Or- 
dania all that hes few landis within or without bnrgh 
to exhibit thair fewis thia day xv dayis, and to that 
effect to be warnit be oppin proclamation and utber* 
wayis." 16fl4—JtUp6 — *' Ordanis James Williamsone,. 

Srovost, to desist f ra all forder persewiog of Qilbert 
lollo for removing fra ane aiker of land in Aikerfield 
[now Rosetta] haldin of the burgh of Peblis, till sick 
tyme that the toun of Peblis recover deoreit aganes 
the laid Gilbert/' 

The town wall had been erected in 1569 under 
circamstances set forth with gratifying fulness in the 
printed records. At that time the Borders were in 
a eondition of great turbalenoy, bat following on the 
union of the crowns a state of comparative quiescence 
had supervened and the walls, not now of prim* 
importance for defensive purposes, were getting 
neglected and out of repair. Still for many reasons- 
It was desirable that the walls shonld be maintained. 
When the ports formed the only entrances cbe due 
collection of customs could be better secured, the- 
iatroduction of persons from infected places in time 
of plague could be prevented, predatory bands of un- 
suppressed raiders, sturdy beggars, and other unwel- 
come itinerants could be more effectually excluded, 
and supervision generally exercised both upon the 
arrival of visitors and exit of inhabitants. According^ 
ly, on 22Dd April 1623, "It is statute and ordanit, 
becaus the toun wallis ar broken doun and lyklie to 
decay, throwdefalt of these that hes the landis adjacent 
thairto, that nocht onlie they repair, re-edifie,'and 
mak thair heid rowmes als guid as they wair of be- 
foir, hot also upheld the samyn in all tymes, cuming, 
in the lyk estait, under the pane of £5 gif thai do* 
nocht the samen betuix and Lambes and that ilk 
ane that passis in or ower the wall pay for ilk fait 
lOs.'* 16t2—July ^— "Ordanis these that hes nocht 
buildit the faltiscbe wallis be poindit, ilk ane for 
£10." Avmist id-**Ordanis that all build and 
edifie thair heidrowmes of the wallis to ane sufficient 
heicht with stane and lyme, under the pane of x lib., 
betuix and the last day of May." 

An edition of the acts of the Scottish Parliamenta 
was published in 1598 by Sir John Skene, lord clerk 
register, and a distiuguished legal antiquary. The 
purchase of the book by all persons of "sufficient 
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sQbitanoe and abilitie" was oomptdioiy, and the 
burgh leemi to have aoqnired a copy of it as well aa 
of Skene*! treatise of *' Begiam Majeitatem," pnb- 
lished in 1607. ISf^—July f^"Ordanis John 
Dikiaone to produce befoir the countall Regiam 
Majestatem the nixt oounsall day. 16$4^8eptemh€r 
6 — Thomas Taedie prodacet the actis of Parliament 
quhilkis ar deliverit and lent to James Williamsone, 
provost, quhilk with Begiam Majestatem he pro- 
meist to reproduce." 

Speaking evil of dignities, and other disrespeotf al 
conduct towards those in authority, cannot be 
tolerated in a well regulated community, and ac- 
cordingly we find, on 19th March 1621, "John Baillie 
censurit for misusing of the provost. Ordanis him, 
upon the mercat day, at the croce, to crave him for- 
givenes on his kneis; and farder be standing ane space 
at the croce, and thairefter cuming with humilitie, 
etc.; and farder to deliver to the thesaurer of the 
kirk, for the poor, v merkis." Again, on 20th 
August 1621, "JohnBobene, convict of aneryett 
upon Glerie, and for disobedience to the magistrat 
and also upbraiding the provost and stryking the 
provost's wyf. He be common voit of counsall is dis- 
chargit and depryvit his officersbip. And the said 
day his spous tryit for upbraiding of the provest, 
saying the vengance of ... . pat him in office ! 
Ordanis her to be pot in the cokstole the morne." 
16th April 16$iS—**For the wrangis done to the 
provost and bailleis be Bobert Govane ordanis him 
to be layit in the stokis and ly thairin zxiiij houris at 
the croce." iS8th April 1623,—" Ordanis John Diki- 
sone, wobster, to bie wairdit in lokfast waird during 
the*iipaice of tuentie-four houris for strykin the 
officer." This would be a different officer than the 
redoubtable Clerie who had on 24th February pre- 
viously again got into trouble: — "Ordanis to scurge 
Clerie and Boldis boy for thift and banische thame." 

With the approach of May preparations began to 
be made for the annual Beltane festival and sports.* 
The gatherings on these occasions, like the Conti- 
nental May celebrations of our own time, were some- 
times the cause of anxiety to those responsible for 
the public peace, as in 1608, when the lords of Secret 

* A weekly market and three yearly fairs are sanctioned 
by the charter. The first fair was to begin on 8rd May 
(called Beltane Day), the second on 29tb June (called St 
Peter's Day), and the third on 24th August (called St 
Bartholomew's Day). The first two were each to continue 
for forty.eight hours, and the last for eight days. 
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OoaBon inhibited the Uages from anembliiig at *' ane 
hone raoe appointed to be held at VMin in May, 
wherennto gnt nambera of people of all qaalitiee and 
ranks intend to repair, betwixt whom there being 
quarrels, private grudges, and misoontentment, it is 
to be fent that at their meeting upon fields some 
troubles and inoonveDients sail fall out amangs them 
to the break of his Majesty's peace and disquieting 
of the oountry/* The time, however, had passed for 
such grave apprehensions of mischief, and on 26th 
April 1624 we find the magistrates enjoining the 
inhabitants to come forth in due pomp — 

At Beltane when ilk body bounds 
To Peblis to the Play. 

** Ordaines the haiU honest men to be waimit to at- 
tend the mafristrattes in maist dvill forme, everie 
man with ane sword at his belt, baith at the tyme 
of the Beltane fair and hone raioe upon the morne 
thairefter; as lykwayis at all uther fairis heirefter, 
ilk persone under the pane of ten pundis for ilk 
failyie.*' 
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IX. 

CONITXTDTIOX OF TOWV Ck)UNOIL— BlVILIllO MAOU- 
TtLATMB AVD OFVIOBBS— SOOLDIVO WlVKh- 
OOOXBTULE — Ck)UH0ILLOB8* HaTB — PiTTT 
CUSTOMB — WlAPONBHAWIira — PliAOUl -^ 

Night Watoh— Chapel of ViBonr Habt— 
Stupli -Pbisovbbs. 

People who imagine that the electoral franebiie in 
bargbi was for the firtt time extended to proprietors 
and oocnpien by the Mnnioipal Reform Aist of 1833 
may be sarprised to know that bnrghal government 
wai in some respects more democratic two or three 
hundred years ago than it is at the present day. 
Not only the oonnoillors but also the magistrates 
themselves were then chosen by the burgesses direct. 
B^ the Laws of the Borgbs, sanctioned by the first 
King David, aldermen and bailies were appointed to 
be chosen at Michaelmas yearly by the "gad men of 
the tonne;" and, notwithstanding an Act of Parlia- 
ment passed in 1469, whereby, with the view of 
avoiding the great contention yearly in elections 
**throaffh mmtitade and damoar of commones 
simple persones," it was enacted that in fntare the 
old conncil sbonld choose the new, the records show 
that in Peebles the municipal franchise was exercised 
by the burgesses at large till near the close of the 
loth century. About that time a change of system 
came into operation, though the precise date cannot 
be ascertained on account of a hiatus in the series of 
court books, the register in which election pro- 
cedure was recorded. In October 1578 two bailies 
had been elected with thirty-three and thirty votes 
respectively and there is no record of a subsequent 
election till 1624, by which time the broken series of 
court books is resumed. The practice of the bur- 
gesses choosing the magistrates had then ceased and 
(to quote the "sett" or constitution of the burgh as 
reported to the Convention in 1708), " the old magis- 
trats and council elect the new council of seventeen 
persons, out of which there is a leit of three persons 
lor provost, three for eldest, three for youngest 
bailUe^ three for dean of gild, and three for treasurer, 
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of which leits there is one chosen for each of the 
above offices." The incorporation of webtters or 
weavers also gave in a leet of six names, oat of which 
the oonncil selected three, and from this number the 
incorporation chose their deacon, who had a seat in 
the council. At the election in 1624 James William- 
son was chosen provodt with ei^ht votes. Two 
bailies, a treasurer, three keepers of keys, and a 
deacon of weavers were chosen at the same time, 
and Patrick Vaitch, clerk, was continued in office. 

The municipal oligarchy, whose members secured 
and retained office independent of the suffrages of 
the great majority of the inhabitants, did not always 
succeed in keeping dear of collisions with the more 
forward of these, as when William Porteons and 
Charles Porteous (11th October 1624) acknowledge 
that they had slighted their own magistrates, ** dis- 
claiming the proveist and bailyeis and compleining 
upoun John Kobene, (officer), to my lord Tester," and 
in place of expressing penitence Charles Porteous ex- 
claims— "The deviU be amang the provest and 
bailyeis or I be thair burgess ! and that they war 
ane cumpanie of gredie gormawis." For this defiant 
outbreak Charles was promptly deprived of the 
privilege of exercising an]r freeman's trade in future, 
and he had also to expiate his offence against the 
officer, itnd Nwmber 16U—''The haill oonnsell 
ordanes Charles Porteons to cum to the kirk upoun 
Sonday nixt, and thair immediatlie efter the foirnone 
preiching, befoir the blissing, in presence of the haill 
parichiners, confes he hes bene in the wrang to John 
Kobene in calling him menswome and perjurit, and 
first to ask God forgifnes and nixt the pairtie; or 
utberwayis remittis him to the sessioun." The 
quarrel between the Porteouses and Kobene, though 
perhaps smoothed over for the time, was not entirely 
extinguished, and a month or two later we find in- 
dications of some embers of wrath smouldering in 
the bosoms of their wives and relatives, ilst Fdyru' 
wp 1625 — "The provest, bailyeis, and counsell 
statutes that quhasaever salbe tryit to be the first 
skalder or speikar with any uther sail not onlie be 
put in the cockstuill hot also sail pay the sowme of 
fyve pundis for ilk failyie, without defalcation. 
And this act to be extended to John Robene his 
spous, and William Porteous his sone, and thair 
wyffis. And for obedience of this act John Bobene 
is becum cawtioun for his w^ff, and William Porteous 
for his wvff, his sone, and his wyff." 

That tne hat made the man, and the want of it 
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the oonnoillor of deplorable ineffioienoy, were ftxioms 
either not readily peroeived or tardily acted upon, 
jadginK by the reiterated orders issaed on the lab* 
jeot:— l?l?fMi Dec. 16£S — **OrdaineB that qahoseTer 
comia heir to the counsell heiref ter hot [witboat] ano 
hat tail pay toentie BohilliDgls." Ifth Jan, 1694— 
" Oonviotes David Plenderlayth, James Horsbnrgh, 
John Gkddes, and John Thomsone, all present, ilk 
ane in ane unlaw of taentie schillinK for coming 
heir to the ooansell bat hattis." Feb, $—** Unlawis 
Patrick Patersone and John Thomsone each in ten 
sehillingis for wanting of hattis." 

Part of the revenaes of the burgh oonsisted from 
the earlist times of dues levied on goods brought to 
the burgh for sale, otherwise called small or petty 
customs. Information as to the mode of collecting 
these dues from the landward proprietors is afforded 
by letters granted under the privy seal in the ninth 
year of the reign of one of the Jameses, bat only 
" copyit and insert in the counsell baik " in 162^ 
indicating that the same system of collection was 
still followed. In this document it is stated that 
** the bailyeis and communitie of onr burgh half of 
us the small castomes of our said burgh, and payis 
thairfoir yeirlie to our comptroller the soume of 
fonrtene merkis,* as the cbekker roUis beiris; and 

Suhair they ar in approvit use and consuetude of ane 
riot of aittis to be payit of everie pleuch tilthf of 
land within the bounds of our soherefdome of Peblis 
to thame for thair haill castomes of thair comes, 
hydis, sl^ynnis, and woll, and utheris guidis brocht 
to the mercat of our said burgh, ane pairt of the 
lairdis of land wart and thair tennentis now mak 
impediment and refaissis to pay the said cuatome 
aittis, in defrauding us of our custome aucht to us 
of the saidis guidis, and in grit skaith to the bailyeis 
and communitie of our burgh that man pay for the 
samyn to our chekker yeirlie as said is, and aganes 
justice gif sa be." The sheriff was therefore charged 
to call before him sach persons as were complained 
against, mal^e enquiry and compel them to continue 
in the payment of such dues as they had formerly 
been accustomed to. The collection rolls showing 
the different contributions throughout the shire, 

* This is the payment prescribed in the charters both of 
1606 and 1621, but it is were divided into twelve merks to 
the royal treasury and two to tiie hospital of St Leonard. 

t Supposed to be synonymous with ploughgate, meaning 
as much land as could be turned over by one plough or 
tilled in the courBC of a year. 
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had they been in eziatenoe, would have thrown some 
light on the state of cnltivatbn at the time, but the 
bnrgh books do not give assistance in this respeot. 
The castoms were let to a tacksman, who undertook 
the collection, and the treasurer had only to account 
for the tack duty received by him. This amounted in 
1624 to £106. in 1625 to £112, and in 1626 to £120. 

With the long period of freedom from entangle- 
ment in foreign wars which characterised Kmg 
James's reign, and the fortunate absence of interna- 
tional disputes, the custom of holding general mus- 
ters and weaponshawings bad fallen somewhat into 
desuetude. The episode of the Spanish war which 
the king, in his last year, had been reluctantly 
drawn into, raised some little martial enthusiasm 
throughoat the country, and it was probably in con- 
nection with the warlike feelings thus evoked that a 
'* generall wappinschawing *' was held ** in the Oroce 
Kirkyeard '* in presence of the provest and bailies, on 
20th August 1624. One hundred persons, of whom 
twenty-five belonged to the "Amd Toun," turned 
out and had their arms and armoar inspected, 
while half a dozen more are stated to have 
been absent. Of the arms worn the sword, 
lanoe, hagbut or musket, and spear, were the 
prevsiling weapons, but a few were possessed of 
"pistolete," and two had each a **bow and bag" 
[bow and quiver of arrows] in addition to sword and 
spear. Of swords, 86 were shown, and there were 
6 lances, 16 hagbuts, and 69 spears. Of defensive 
armour, thirty -eight persons were provided with 
*' steil bonnets " or helmets, and ten were each en- 
cased in a " jack " or coat of mail. At the inspection 
only thirty-seven were allowed to pass without being 
enjoined to equip themselves more efiSciently. Thus, 
one appearing with sword and hagbnt, is required to 
procure a jack and steel bonnet, another having only 
a sword, is ** unlauit for wanting armour," another, 
with sword and spear, is to get a jack, steel bonnet 
and hagbut, another with an " auld sword," is to get 
a new one, and other arms and armour, and another 
with a sword and hagbut, is to get a "buffil coit." 
Remedial measures seemed practicable in such cases 
as these, but when there stepped out on parade 
** John Lausone with ane roustie sword and ane speir 
wanting the held," the provost and bailies appear to 
have looked on the case as a hopeless one, and John 
was allowed to go without comment. 

Bumours uf the approach of pestilence towards the 
end of the year 1624 stirred up the council to extra 
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watohfnlneii in admiiimg strangen. Dec* 6— 
*' Ordanes the fonre portis to be keipit ana lang as the 
plage oontinewis in Bdinbnrgh, Lonthiane, or ony 
other partia in the four halflSs abont, and that be fonr 
men, maistera of thair fameliea, and be the prinoipall 
■ervantis of these that ar wedowis, for qahom tney 
wilbe ansoerable, fra sex honris at mome till anoht 
hooria at evin. And qnhaioevir being warnit thtirto 
beis fond absent any tyme of day sail pay ten pnndis 
and pnnischment of thair persones conforme to thair 
mereit.*^ Dec. £0—** Ordanes the water-yet ather to 
be biggit np or ellis ane yet of daillis to be pnt thairon, 
with ane yet nponn the weikyet, and lockis to be pat 
thaimpon and keipit preceislie. Ordanes to poynd 
all these quha hes not biggit the tonn wall nponn 
thair heidrowmes of snflSoient heicht." 

Danger of the plsgne disappeared in eoorse of time, 
bat a watch was sabseqaently organised to gnard 
agninst another evil, probably some threatened mis> 
chief from border maranders. J?th A^tril iBtS — 
" Ordanes ane watobe of sex persones, viz., fonre of 
the new tonn and twa of the anld tonn, nichtlie, to 
watche the tonn fra ten honris at nicht till fonr honris 
in the morning, and this watching to continew ay and 
«iahill it be dischargit. And the baUl watoh to cam 
in the morning, ather to the proveist or ane of the 
bailyeis, and declair to thame thair diligence and mak 
report qnhat they haif hard and sene.** 

The chapel of the Yiigin Mary had been erected on 
a site at the west end of the High Street, granted for 
the pnrpoae by the second King David. After the 
Beformation, the bnilding ceased to be required for 
religions services, and as patched np and added to 
came to be need for a variety of mnnicipal purpoies. 
The clock and bell were placed in its steeple, which, 
when occasion required, was used as a watch tower, 
the town*8 papers and valuables were sometimes 
deposited there, and in its vaults prisoners were de- 
tained till they escaped or were liberated, fi^ind Jan, 
1691 — '*The thesaurer to mak ane new dur to the 
steipilL 96th May 1693-^'* Ordanis the thesaurer to 
direct John Frank to ring the grit bell at fyve at 
mome and aucht at evin, and sif he failyie to detain 
his waiges.** 19th Jan, i^f^— "Thomas Frank, 
buries of Peblis, is becum cautioun for John Frank, 
his brother, for keiping of the steipill, guyding of the 
knok, and ringing of the bell, and for guid and thank- 
fnll service nnder the pane of fourtie pundis.'* i^th 
April^** Ordanies Archibald Frank as cautioner for 
tht bell to pNdaot tbt lamyn, under tht p*lM of 
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£100." 6th July—'' It ia statute be the haillcoaiiBeU 
that qahasaevir sail heirefter half the keiping of the 
stepill, wairdhous and javlll of this burgh, sail find 
flofficient caatioun and souertie for thair dew and 
faithful! service thairin; and sidike to warrand, 
freith, releve, and skaithles keip the provest, bailyeia, 
haill counsell and commanitie of sU and qohatsomevir 
flowmes of money, skaithis, costis, and expenssis that 
they may inoar throw the saidis keiparis negligence 
or escaping of ony persones fnrth of the said waird in 
tyme earning." 26th July 1626—** Comperit Patrik 
Tod and being accasit for breking of the tolbaith and 
escaiping farth thairof nponn the last day of June 
last, confest the samyn. Continewis the censuring of 
him." 24th Oct,— ** The haill counsell ordanes that 
na persone nor persones of quhatsumevir degrie haif 
access to Patrik Grahame, presentlie in waird, for 
quhatsumever cans at ony tyuie herefter without ane 
Bpeciall warrand of the provest or bailyies, and that 
na drink be dely verit to him bot samekill as may 
serve for his intertanement; as lykwavis that na 
letteris or missives be dely verit to him till the provost 
and bailyeis sie the samyn and be acquent thair with; 
and speciallie that John Moffet haif na aoces to him." 
19th Dec, — ** Ordanes the thesaurar to by ane barrell 
of powder for furnisching of the twa gunnis in the 
stepill, and these that hes pieces within this burgh, 
ilk ane of thame twa onces agane the next wapoun- 
ichawing." Ist May 1626--Wi\\\Am Jonkesone, for 
injury done to a bailie, is discharged from usii^ any 
freemen's trade ** and himself to enter his persone in 
waird within the stepill lockfast till the haill conosall 
convene, and not to be relevit be ather provest or 
bailyie without advyse of the haill counsall or ellis 
consent of the said bailie." 14th Jan, 1628 — ** James 
Hope, accusit for breking of the loft of the wairdhous 
of the stepill quhen the presoneris and sojoris was in 
waird tbairintill, grantis he was upone the counsell 
thairof and knew the doing of the samyn." 16th 
Jan, — "William Horsborgh affirmes that he hard 
James Hope and the fellowis talking togidder and 
popping upon the loft quhen it was brokin, and that 
the deponar come up to thame and said that wark 
wald not be interprysit nor done, and that than James 
Hope answerit that it auoht be done, and that the loft 
was brokin that nicht, and that eftir they come donn 
and oppinit the lock of the dur quhair he was and 
causit him go np with thame quhen the loft was 
brokin; as lykwyis that the oommoun kist being tnmit 
tip the boddome thairof mioht be oasilie brokin and: 
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ane hoill maid thairin and the writtis mioht be eaailie 
tane out and distroyit. James Hope deolairis he 
knew of the breking^ of the lock and was at the doing 
thairof himself, and anent taming np the boddome of 
the commoan kist and making of ane hoill thairin 
denyis. Cnmis in the conDsallis will for braking of 
the said loft and all nther wraogis laid to his charge." 
" Ordainos the keipar of the stepill to ring the grit 
bell everie nioht at ten hoaris at evin that thairaf ter 
qahasoevir beis fand ather drinking or playing may 
be inexcasable of thair censure." From Acoouots: — 
16t6 — **For stray to oast beneth the prissoneris in 
Brokishoill,* Cs. Item, for careing the irones fra 
BrockishoiU to the steipill, 32d." i^^— Amongst 
other entries relating to a weaponsbawing there is a 
payment " to John Frank for shaiting of the twa 
goinesinthesteipill." Jan, il?-**ToChairle8PringUl 
to ryde to Ediobargh to meet with Lord Tester anent 
Patrik Graime, toa dayis, £3." AprU £8-^*' To 
James Wilson, smith, to mend ane qnbeill of the 
knock, for ierne and his awin wark, and for tursing 
up of the qnheill, 48s. To leiding of fyve bunder 
sklaitis oot of the Coroe Kirk to the chappell, 6s. 8d." 
JuThe — **To James France for speiring of the man 
that fell comeing downe the steippill that Andro 
Stewart put in, 248." Jtdy — ** For laying of ane loft 
in the steipill and reulling of the bos windayis and 
for taking up the daillis in at the bos windayis, 
£3, 12s." 1627, Feb, iS^** Gevin for carieing of sax 
laidis of staine to the tolbuith and thrie laidis lyme to 
the steippill heid out of the Grooe Kirk, 10s. For ane 
kie to tbe ohaippill and ane plait to the look and for 
mending of the lock, lOs. The four lockis to the 
steippill, to John Slebairne in Edinburgh. £8, 28. 8d." 
I6t7 — "To John Frank and James Haldnne for 
mending of the steippill dooris and lockis that guid 
William Horsbruik brak — Grod mak us quit of him 
with our onestie ! — 128." 

* " Brockshole, literally badger's bole or den: the common 
name for the blackhole of a prison, into which only the 
vilest criminals M'ere j^xiV—SuppUmeKt to Jamieson't 
SeottUh Dictionary. 
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X. 

NAMINa OF STBKETS— LiDOATK—IlfPOBT ON WiMB— 
SaLB OF PBOVIBIONB—lfABKBT FOB SHOBB 
AND OTHBB WaBBS AND MeBOHANDISB— 

Flbbhmabket — Slatbd and Thatohbd 

HOUBBS— MlSOHIBVOUB HbNB— MlNISTBB OF 

Manob— Bbll and Cup fob Baoeb— Silvbb 
Abbow— Thb Sohoolm abtbb as Phtsioian— 

MUOBLLANBOUS ITBMS FBOM AOOOUNTS. 

" I HAVB often remarked,** says Carlyle in his Jouroal 
(1832), "that the present generation has lost the 
faoalty of giving names. The modern streets of 
towns, and innomerable other things, are proofs of 
this. They are redaoed to name streets by the owner 
of the land, by the builder, or in some other mechani- 
oal way, almost as if by formnla. Thus in Dumfries 
they have made their old Lochmaben Gate into 
English Street, . . ^ In Liverpool they have 
named streets by herbs, by poets, and by other 
desperate methods. What talent is specially re- 
quisite for giving a name? A certain seniidity of 
insight, whereby some real property of the thing 
reveals itself. A very little will do, but some little 
is requisite; then, so useful are names, even au in- 
different one sticks. Giving a TUtmef indeed, is a 
poetic art; all poetry, if we go to that with it, is but 
a giving of names,** In some towns the ** poets" 
would in recent years have enjojed no Mnecure had 
it been incumbent on them to produce all the street 
nomenclature on Carlyle's principle; while, on the 
other hand, the device of adopting names ready made, 
whether those of eminent personages, of our noble 
selves, or of esteemed friends, comes in as a handy 
expedient and is scarcely censurable. Indeed, the 
honoured name of the sage of Chelsea himself is not 
infrequently found chiselled out at the comers of 
streets and inscribed on lamp-posts. If Peebles has 
not yet distinguished itself in this way it may be 
permissible to suggest to the builders that there 
would be a special appropriateness in doing lo, be- 
canat it was one of their predeceMors who, migrating 
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into Annaiidale And marrying ioto the family, in- 
fltrnoted the elder Oarlyles in maaun eraft and did 
mnoh to prodace thoie sarroundings amid whioh the 
great pbiloeopher paued bis early years.* Bat what- 
ever coarse may be pursued in bestofdng new names 
it is always a regrettable ciroamstanoe when an old 
and well-known name — especially where *' some real 
property of the thing " is revealed by it — comes to 
be superseded by a new one. One of the oldest and 
best known landmarks in Peebles— so far as streets 
are concerned— used to be the Lidgate, or Leidgait, 
as it was more properly designated in old records, 
and it is to be. hoped that amid the array of 
streets and terraces which are dow lining its course, the 
ancient name will not be smothered out of existence. 
Judging by the allusions to it given in the records, 
it is probable that Leidgait meant simply the gait or 
road leading to Hamilton Hill, and by which turf, 
fuel, and crops were **led'* or brought ioto the 
town. '* Leid," again, in old Scotch was of flexible 
signification, indicating in some oases a district or 
country, in others a load (loads from Hamilton 
would frequently pass along this *'gait")t ^^nd even 
in one or other of these connections the road may 
have got the name it was known by.f In 1461 the 
common of Hamilton was set to a tenant for five 
years, reserving to the inhabitants freedom " to cast 
turris (turfs) and pal hedder (heather), wyn thaim, 

* In 1778, when he (Garlyle's father), was sixteen, a certain 
William Brown, a mason from Peebles, came ioto Annandaie, 
became acquainted with the Carlyles and married Thoauui 
Garlyle's eldest daughter. He toolc her brothers as ap- 
prentices, and they became known before long as the most 
slcilful and diligent worlcmen in the neighbourhood.- 
Froitde'i Life of CarlyU, 

t Dr Chambers was inclined to r^;ard Lidgate as a cor- 
rupted form of LiekgcOe—tbe way by which the dead were 
carried for burial, but there are difficulties in the way of ac- 
cepting this interpretation— (1) The prefix, though found 
in MS. 300 years old, is never written similar to "lich** or 
otherwise than *Mid " or ** leid." (2) If corrupted from the 
original the name would be more likely (as in the cognate 
word lifkevoake) to take the form of Lykegait than Lidgate. 
(8) Though '* lichgate " (common in England bat rare in 
Scotland) signified the shed over the gate of a churchward 
to rest the body under, perhaps there are few if any in* 
stances of the way to the ground being termed UchgaU. U) 
The Lidgait in Peebles wab situated at a considerable dis- 
tance from the churchyard, and was only approached to it 
by a cross road (now St Andrew's Road), described in old 
titles as the road leading from St Andrew's Kirk to Oils* 
bum. 
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led. thaim, &o., as thai did or he was teqand." 
16^— Jan. 18—** The auld actis of the common 
gait betaix the toao and Hammildoun Hill to be 
observit and kepit." Mar, 4 — **ImpQtis the wyte 
(blame) to the bailUes that thai ordour nocht the 
commoun gait betaix the Leidgait and Hammiltonn." 
1628— May 10—** Gevlne quhen the mairch staines 
was sett on the streit that gois to Hamiltone, to 
Pattrick Yaitch his wyfe for thrie schapping wyne, 
in companie with the laird of Blakbarranie; with 
the suggare, 228. 6d. Item, to Thomas Frank wyfe 
for meit and drink to the men that sett the staines 
and mairtcht the way, ISs. Item, to James France 
for leiding the staines to sett all 'the way betuext 
Hamiltone and Lidgett, 53s. 4d." 1628— October 27 
— "Whosoever pas by the merche stanes in the gait 
betaixt the Aald Town and Hammiltonn Hill sail 
pay for everie fault ten pandis." 1629— Mar, 16 — 
** Ordanes all these that hes teillit upon bayth the 
sydis of the Lidgait betuixt the Auld Town and 
Harailtoun to be poyndit, ilk persone for ten pundis." 
1632— Feb, 20—** Ordaines William Vaitche to pro- 
duce the instrument of the Leidgait betaixt this 
burgh and Hamilloun." July 16 — ** William 
Vaitche producit the instrument anent the merches 
of the Lidgait betaixt the Auld Town and Ham- 
miltonn Hill." 

In 1613 the convention bad agreed that each burgh 
should farm (that is collect in consideration of pay- 
ment of a fixed tack duty) the impost granted to the 
king of £4 upon each tun of wine retailed within its 
jurisdiction. The revenue derived in Peebles from 
this source was not large. 1613 — Nov, 1 — "Ordanis 
Thomas Barbour, unfrieman, to bring na mair wyne 
to be sauld within this burgh becaus be is nocht frie 
to the burgh." 1623— July ^^— "OrdanU the bailUes 
to collect the impost of the wyne conforme to thair 
inventouris." 1624— June i-^—** Ordanes the ven- 
tenaris of the wyne to be citat to the nixt Weddins- 
day anent the impost of wyne, and to gif thair 
aithis." July 5— "Cristiane Chisholme, sworne, 
grantit scho ventit and ran thrie laidis of wyne and 
offerit payment thairfoir. Elspeth Threipland, 
sworne, grantit scho ventit and ran four laidis wyne, 
pairtlie wyne seek and pairtliid French wyne. 
Marion Pringle, sworne, deponit scho ventit alanerlie 
thrie laidis wyne. Ordanes the bailyeb to exact the 
impost of the wynes with all diligence." 1626— July 
11 — Cristiane Chisholme confessed that she sold 
between Martinmas 1623 and Martinmas 1624 ** thre . 
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pnnoheouns of wyte, the iin(»ost qohairof is tbrie 
pundii. Marion Priogle confest xxiiij gallounes 
wyne during that ilk tyme." In 1625-6 there is re- 
oeived ** fra Patrick Vsitch's wyf £6, fra Cristiane 
Schiaholroe, 40i.; and fra Marraoe Pringill, 208," 
making the total daty for wine sold daring the year 
£9. 

Supervision was ezenrised o?er the sale of pro- 
visions and other necessaries and the holding of 
mMket8:—16£i—0ct, 7—** To prodame npone the 
fair day that all within the sherefdome and others be 
frie to slay and sell flesohe apon the ordinar meroat 
dayis." 16iS—Dec i^-** Aill to be cry it doun tiU 
taentie pennies the pynt," and in October next year 
16d. the pint. 1625^Mar, 21—'' Ordanes the haiU 
baxteris within this bnrgh to mak sufficient breid, 
baith quheit breid and ait breid, the qnbeit laiff to 
be of sufficient stuff of sextene unce wecht, and the 
ait breid effeirand to the meill, under the pane of 
confiscation thairof and fourtie schillingis for ilk 
oontraventioun, but defalcatioun." Nothing is said 
here as to the price, but judging by the practice in 
other burghs it is coniectored that the fixed price 
would be a shilling, the weight varying with the 
market prices of raw material. In 1631 the wheat 
loaf was appointed to weigh 18 oz. and the oat loaf 
27 oz. 1626— AprU 23—'*Tbe counsell hes statute 
and ordanit that the haill flesohouris, present and to 
cum, within this burgh, at all tymes heirefter, brek 
all sort of flesohes to be slaoe be thame, in forme and 
manor following, that is to say, the beiff and veillis 
to be partit in the accustomit forme of pairting, at 
four houris ilk day efternone in symmer, and at tua 
houris efter none in winter. As lykwyis the haill 
muttoun to be slane be thame to be cuttit and 
partit in leggis, baith symmer and winter, at the 
houris respective foirsaids; and this act to be extendit 
to these of land wart that sail bring and slay flesch 
within this burgh; and that the beiff and bakoun be 
brokin and pairtit according tothe will of the buyaris, 
and sauld in tailyeis at the buyaris plesour, under 
the pane of oonfiscatiouoe of the bail nesch." 1628 
— Mar, ^—** Understanding the grit and many fold 
injuries, loissis, and skaithis done to this burgh and 
sustenit be the samen anent the meroat thairof, be 
selling and buying of schone and utheris mercat 
wairis and merchandice, and selling and buying of 
meill upone the mercat day of this burgh in sindrie 
landwart poffillis, bniths, and pi i vat houssis within 
this burgh, baith contrar the tennour of the aotis of 
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parliament, actis of burrowis, and particalar actis uf 
this bargh, . . . saa that thairby the meroat of 
this burgh is becum as it war little or altogider na- 
thing, be the malignant dispositioan and deilling of 
Bom malioioas nnd evill-diiposit persounes: For re- 
meld quhairof they half statute that the scho mercat, 
and the mercat of all uther merohandice and mer- 
chant wairs, sail begin everie mercat day at ellevin 
hoaris befoir none at the ringing of the ohapell bell; 
and the victoall mercat, sic as meill, beir, malt, 
quheit, pels, aittis, and ry, sail begyn everie mercat 
day preceifllie at tuelff houris in the day. . . . 
Quhatsumever persone salbe fund ather to buy or 
sell ... in ony landwart toun or poffil, or yet 
within ony buith or privat bous within this burgh 
befoir the samyn be presentit to the mercat, aither yet 
sell the samyn out of the mercat place of this burgh, 
that the said schone and merchant wairis, as likewayis 
the said meill and uther victuall and pryces thairof , sail 
be confiscat and apply it to the tonnes use,*' and the 
contraveners otherwise punished in terms of law. 
1628— July 7— *'The baUyeis to visit the hail mattoun 
and lambis to be slane at any tyme heirefter; and 
quhatsumever flesche salhappin to be blawin the 
samyn to be confiscat and dealt to the pure (poor) of 
this burgh." The practice of ** blawin '* or inflating 
flesh in order to make it appear richer and more solid, 
though more common in the olden time, has not en- 
tirely become extinct. In a paragraph recently going 
the round of the newspapers a conviction for this 
curious offence, committed in an English town, was 
noticed. 16B9 — Jan, t6 — ** Ordanes the pro vest and 
bailyeis of this bui^h, present and to cum, to pas 
throw the toun and visit the measuris and hail wechts 
of this burgh and to considder the quantite and quali- 
tie of the hail breid and drink." 

At one time it would appear that the slaughtering 
of animals took place on the High Street: — 1629 — 
Nov, 9 — ** Appointis John Thomson to visit all the 
flesoh to be slane within this burgh to be slane on 
the Hea Streit." But this unseemly state of things 
was soon to be terminated : — 1631— Aug. ^i?— Or- 
danes the thesaurar to bay and caus bring hame ten 
Leyth jeistis and tuentie dailUs for reparatioun of 
ane flesch mercat in the olois of the new tolbuith." 
Nw, 28— "It is statute and ordanit be the haill 
counsell that all nolt, scheip, lambis, swyne, and 
uthers, to be slane and sauld within this burgh, be 
slane and sauld in the new flesch mercat, thairin to 
remane till the samyn be sauld and brokin oonforme 
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to the formar acts; payand thairfor ilk bnrges for ilk 
lamb, 2d.; and the landwart man, 4d.; ilk barees 
for ilk Boheip, 4j.; and ilk landwart man, 8d.; ilk 
bnrges for ilk anld nqlt pamng the boondii of ane 
yeirauld, 12d.;and ilk landwart man, 2«.; and the 
veille to be oonforme to the toheip; ilk swyne, ilk 
barges, 12d; and ilk landwart man, 28." At first 
two visitors were appointed to collect the dues, but 
snbseqnently the market was leased to a tacksman. 
In November 1632, the market was let for the period 
to Whitsunday following for £10 Scots. 

In 1624, 8s. is paid **for ane to go to Dudingstone 
for the winner of solaits;" and from other items in the 
accounts, such as a payment **for leiding of fyve 
hnnder sklaltis out of the Goroe Kirk tothesohappell," 
it may be gathered that in roofing houses slates were 
used to a limited extent.' Turf and thatch, however, 
were the prevailing materials, and the roofs so com- 
pom*d formed favourite roosting accommodation and 
gymnasia for the poultry : — "ifiJi — Oct, ^4 — 
**Quha8aever haifand hennis or fouUis fund upone 
houssis, scraping the rigging or thack thairof, it sslbe 
leouro to the awneris of the houssis to slay the samyn 
to thair awin use, without payment or satisfaction n, 
by and attour satisfactioun of the pairtie skaithit." 
1656-~AprU 28 — ** Considering ^ the prejudice and 
wrong occasioned by the scraiping of foulles in 
houssis and yairds, it is ordained that all those who 
has henes or capones put and tye such a weight 
of tymber to the foote of the saids foullis as will 
hinder them from flieing"; and any person finding a 
hen or capon without such a ** cloige " to be entitled 
to seize and dispose of it. 

The minister of Ms nor, it may be noticed, was 
allowed turf for roofing purposes from Kaidmuir. 
1625 — Jtdy 11 — '*Tbe bail! counsell grantis licence to 
Mr Alexander Spittell, minister at Menner Kirk, to 
cans cast and away leid off the landis of Kaidmure, 
for theiking of ane hous, twa thousand devattis 
alanerlie, conforme to his supplicatioun." 

At the annual horse race at Beltane, the winner 
who ** bore awsy the bell " was entrusted with the 
custody of it for a year :—1625^May -^— "The bell of 
the hors race of the broghe of Peblis being rune at 
betwixt the nether toune of Horsbnighe and the eist 
port of the said brughe, was wune be ane hors per- 
teuning to Sir Archbald Murray of Dernehall knycht; 
and the samyn bell being delyverit to him to be 
keipit till the nixt Beltane, fand Williame Vaitohe, 
barges of Feblis, caatioun for the redelyverie thairof 
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upoia Beltane dny 1636, togfidder with ane augmenta- 
tiottn thairto/' Hallyburtoan of InBcheoarnie or 
Edgoaimy was victor in the following year, and came 
under a similar obligation, which he fulfilled by 
returning the bell with an " augmentatioun " of 
£4, 98. For another race a cup was to be parohased : 
—1639— May 7— ** Ordanes Alexander Mure to ryde 
to Edinburgh and buy ane oupe for the Trinitie race, 
the xxix of May instant, haifing the tonnes airmes 
and PehlU within ane scheild and yeir of God." 
Connected with the inauguration of this race, £6 are 
paid for *'carryin2 of four missive letters to pro- 
clame fche cupe," and there is given to a messenger, 
who rejoiced in the nickname of **Tback," 21s., "for 
carrying ane letter from the town to Lanerk to pro- 
clame tbair cupe thairat. Gevin to him to give 
thair drummer, 128." The expenditure in pur- 
chasing the cup itself is thus set forth: — "I being 
direct to Edinburgh to buy the cupe that was sett 
down be the town to be run at on Trinitie Tysday, 
gave for the said cupe, weyand 12^ unces, £42, 10s. 
For ane ribbin to put about the stalk tharof, 6s. 
Oevin to the goldsmyths thrie men for thair drink 
silver, 18s. Item, that was drunk with the gold- 
sroyth and John Blaiklaw in agreing with him for 
the cupe, thrie chappines wyne, 158. Item, to my- 
self that tyme for tua dayes waiges, £3." 

The silver arrow which is still periodically com- 
peted for at Peebles by the Royal Company of Archers 
(the Queen's Body-Guard for Scotland) was purchased 
in 1628 (piinted records, p. 415), and the following 
entry in the court book records what probably was 
the first contest for the custody of it :— 1628— May 19 
— "The silver arow of this brughe beine: schott at 
the bow buittes be the ricbt honourable George 
Forrester of Corstorphine, Johnne b^orrester, his 
brother, Mr JohnDrummond, bailyie of Corstorphine, 
Mr Michaell Scott, brother to Andro Scott, sometyme 
of Aikewood, and Hairie luglis, servitour to the laird 
of Traquair, is wyne with the staiks, viz., xii s. 
Scottis money iraput be everie persoune thairto, be 
the said Hairie Inglis, quha hes act himself to present 
the said silver arrow, with ane augmentatioun thairto 
be him, to the proveist and bailyies of this brughe 
upoun the morne ef ter Trinitie Monday, quhilk is the 
tent dRy of June nixttocum, undt^r the paine of 
fourtie punds." Sir George Forrester and a num- 
ber of the other visitors were on the same day ad- 
mitted burgesses of the burgh. 

la the dearth of regvUr medical practltioMn, 
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amatenrs bad an opportunity of testing their skill in 
the noble art of heBlw :—I6$5' -March 9—** The 
bailjreis ordanis John Deirar in Peblis to content and 
pay to Mr Andro Watsone, aoboolmaister in Peblis, 
the Bowme of aaghteen pnndis money as ane modie- 
fid sowQe for oairing of ane sore arme of Thomas 
Dewaris, brother to the said Johne, and for ingredi- 
ents bestowit be him in curing therof, at the desyr 
and direction of the said John Dewar, in November 
1623, and that oonforme to partioalars in bis oompt 
produoit, 7iz., taelf pundis for sindrie ingredientia 
and for fomenting of the said Thomas his arme at 
sandrie tymis, and the uther sex pnndis for his 
panis." 

The following misoellaneons items are taken from 
the treasurer's acooants between 1624 and 1627:— 
16U-5^'* To Patrick Watsone for his hors to the 
persone to ryd to Edinburgh in the tonnes effaira, 
36s. To James Hecf nird and John Frank for mend- 
ing the stockis and bandis thairof , 128. To Mr Matho w 
[Edinburgh lawyer] for decreet of improbation 
against certain of the town's yaasals, £40." [Other pav- 
raents to Mr Matthew and for his entertainment in 
Peebles]. "Item, be the baillies drinking in my 
hons at the said Mr Mathew his way going, lOs. 8d. 
Item, ane quart of aill at the gray stane,* 32d. 
Item, to the proyest, Alezaoder Muir, and myself, 
imployit to ryd to Edinburgh to rais letteres aganes 
the Burnattis, twa dayis and myself thrie, £11, lOs. 
That nicht we came to Edinburgh to Mr Mathew, 
ane ohappin of wyne, 5s. The mome tbairefter, at 
our disioyne (breakfast), 33d. 4d. For letteres of law- 
borroues, etc., 488. Item, for passing the bill, to Mr 
John Skene, £6, 8s. ... To James Erne for the 
coppie of the letters anent the warris and the wappin- 
sofaawing, £3, 68. 8d. To James Haldone for mend- 
ing the Auld Towne brigg, £5, 68. 8d.; item, for frie 
Staines and careing of the lyme fra the tolbuith 
thairto, 20s. To ane pnir schipbrokin man, 6b. 
For oareing away ane crippill blind wyf and ane 
bairne, 68." i^l^J-^— " Gevin to Gayine Dikisone 
for oapying ower the hail inhabitants of the toune 
befoir the wappinsbawing, 6s. For powder to 
give thame that bad hagbutis, £7, 168.; item, for 
powder, £5. Gevin John Bobeine for stryking 
of the swysche, 12b.; item, to the piper oallit 
Borland, 8s. That day the wappinsohawing was, in 
companie with the laird of Blakbarronie, to Pattrick 

* Probably the place where the Peebles convoy and Edin- 
burgh visitors paxtook of the stirrup cup and parted. 
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Vaicbis wyffe and Bessie Tbreiplsnd, for wjne and 
aill, £4. F^, 7^— Gevio for ane brikfast to Mr Ro- 
bert Winrame and Mr Jobn Oallaway [of Edin- 
bargh], in companie with the peivone, Gilbert Wil- 
liamsone, the proveist and bailie, and sindry ntheris, 
£9, 12s. ; and thairef ter at the grea stane, twa pyntis 
wyne, 248. Mar, ^^— Item, quhen Mr Mattba was 
ganging away, at the gray stane, taa pyntis wyne, 
248." i^f7—** To ane passinger callit George Keir, 
come from the Cowpper in Fyfe, 6s.; gevin to ane 
bishop of the Greissenes (Grecians) £4, 6s. 6d.; to 
Alexander Macartna for writing the townes grit char- 
ter, £8, 16s.; geTin in moneth of Angnst, qnhen 
the lordis and advocats come frome BUkbaraneis 
dowchteris brydall, to Patrik Yaitchis wyf for wyne, 
£8,78. 




] 



OLKANINOS VBOM THE BUBGH BEOOBDB. 59 



XL 

Mabbiaoe of Blaokbabont'b Daughtbb—Honob- 
ABT BuBGissES— Sib Thomas Hope-Soott 
OF ScoTSTABvrr— Sib Robebt Spottiswood— 
Hat of Smithfield—Lobd Tb aquaib— Kinos- 

LAND8 — LaDT BLAOKBABONY — SHEBIFF*S 
JUBISDIOTION -^ SHOOTINO HaBEB — MOBE 
ABOUT LEIDGAIT — PBOFEBTT OF AbBOT OF 

Melbose. 

Allusion has baan made to an entertainment given 
in the burgh " qahen the lordia and advocatia oome 
frome Biakbaraneis dowohteria bryddall." The lady 
in this matrimonial alliance appears to have been 
the eldest daughter of Sir Archibald Murray of Black- 
barony or Dernhall, and the other happy one, John 
Hope (af terirards a lord of session and second baronet 
of Graighall), eldest son of Thomas Hope of Craighall, 
a celebrated lawyer and statesman, and founder of 
the noble family of Hopetoun. On the occasion of 
the visit of the bridal party, the town conocil took 
the opportunity of further manifesting their regard 
for their distinguished guests by conferring upon them 
the freedom of the burgh i—lB^—Aw/, 18 — •*Oom- 
peirit the richt honorables maister Thomas Hope of 
Craighall, advocate to our soverane lord; A£r Andrew 
Seytoun, of Culoreych, ane of the senatoris of his 
hienes oolledge of justice; Mr Johnne Hope, fear of 
Craighall, eldest sone and apeirand air to the said Mr 
Thomas Hope; Mr Thomas Hope, fear of Grantonn; 
Alexander and James Hopes, also his sones; Sir 
William Ker of Anorum, knioht; Thomas Ker, oallit 
of Ancrum, his father brother; Sir Robert Halket of 
Fitfirren, knioht; James Halket, appeirand thairof, 
his son; Sir Johnne Murray of lUvilrig, knioht; 
Johnne Biddell, appeirand of that ilk; Thomas Ker 
of Cavers; James Murray, merchant, burges of Edin- 
burgh; Adam Cunningham, younger of Auohenharvie; 
John and Walter Murrayis, sones to Sir Archibald 
Murray of Demhall, knioht" (and about a dozen 
others, including servitors, a trumpeter, and a cook), 
'* and they being creat burgesses of the said burgh, 
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and aoceptand the samyn upone thame, gaif thair 
aythis and maid faith of fidehtie as ose is." 

From a sabaeqaent list of honorary burgesses, it is' 
foand that the Bargh has on its roll the name of 
another famous public man of the period. Sir John 
Soot of Sootstarvit was a oounoillor to King James 
and King Charles, a lord of exchequer, and held the 
office of Director of Chancery for a period of forty 
years, but it is as an author, a patron of men of 
learning, and a benefactor to education that he is best 
known. His book, alliteratively titled "The Stagger- 
ing State of Scots Statesmen for a hundred years, 
1550-1650,*' containing some free, thoagh not always 
unprejudiced, criticisms of his contemporaries, is well 
known in antiquarian circles; and a work of greater 
importance, in which he took a prominent part, has 
long been the standiurd authority on the early topo< 
graphy of Scotland. This was the well-known aUas 
published by John Bleau at Amsterdam in 1662. 
Scott, by pecuniary help and otherwise, enconraged 
Timothy Pont and other coadjutors in making the 
surveys and maps, himself writing most of the de- 
scriptive letterpress, and to him, in its published 
form, the work was dedicated.* His visit to Peebles 
was made on the instructions of the privy council, 
who gave orders that the president of the council and 
others, including Sir John, should hold a court for 
the sheriffdom on 27th October ;-^** 16i9—Oa. 28— 
Comperit the right honorable Sir Thomas Etenrysone 
of Chesteris, knicht, ane of the senatouris of the 
college of justice; Sir Johnne Scott of Scottistarvat, 
kniofat, directour of our soverane lordes chancelarie, 
ane of his majesties privie counsell and ane of the 
senatouris of the college of justice; James Soott, 
apperaud of Scottistarvat; Mr William Chalmbers, ane 
of the clerks of his majesties exchequer; William 
Chalmbers, his servitour; James Pringle, apperand of 
Qallaschellis; Adam Wat, wryttar to his majesties 
signet [and a few others]; and being maid burgessis 
and friemen of the said brughe hes gevin thair aithis 
in communi fortna." The following items in the 
accounts probably refer to the judicial proceedings 
in which the visitors were engaged : — To Andro 
Patersone for ane burdedoathe, £8, 3s. 4d.; for ane 
pund of kandill to the tolbuithe at the justice aire, 
5s.; to Patrike Yaitche, his wife, for wyne at that 
time, £23, 15s. 4d.; to the lordis, of aoteing silver, 
j dollour, 586.; gefin to the commissioneris darke, 

* A copy of the portion of Bleau'd Atlas as surveyed by 
Pont, is given with Dr Chambers* Hittory o/fVeMestAtfv. 
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ij doUoaris, £5, 168.; mtir with the mid olerk, 
spended in hit lodgeing home, 158." 

Of other honorary bargesses admitted at different 
times, the following may be noted :—16fS7—Sep, f7— 
** The rioht worschipfan Sir Boberc Spottiswood of 
New Abbay, knioht,*' an eminent lawyer and judge, 
and author of a well known book, *' The Practicks of 
the Law of Scotland." Being an adherent of the 
royalist party when the civil war broke oat, he was 
present at the battle of Pbiliphaagh while on a 
mission to the Marquis of Montrose, and being then 
taken prisoner, he was afterwards condemned to death 
and beheaded. 1631— Oct. 5— "The rioht honorable 
James Hay of Smeithfield, esquyer oi his Majesties 
persone."* 163t — May f9 — "Ane noble lord, 
John lord Stewart of Trsquair, thesaurer of Scot- 
land; Sir George Oockbome of Ormistonn; James 
Steuart of Ormistonn; Bobert Ker, callit of Greinbeid; 
Michnell Naismith, younger of Posso; John Lowis of 
Menner; James Patenone of CaverbiU; John Burnet, 
younger of Bemes; and John Mark, servitor to Sir 
George Cockburn." 1633- Aug. «9— "The rioht 
honorabill Sir John Hammiltoun of Skirling, knicht, 
baronet." 

Sir John Stnart'of Traquair, who was raised to 
the peerage by the title of lord Stuart in 1628, 
made treasurer depute and an extraordinary lord of 
session in 1690, and created, first earl of Traqnair in 
1633, was at that time possessed of large influence at 
oonrt, and the magistracy of Peebles thought it well 
to cultivate his friendship. f 1629^Julp fSO-^" Or- 

* Hay of Smithfleld (who afterwards beeame the first 
baronet), had been appointed by James VI. an esqaire of 
his body in 1624. He succeeded to the estate in 1028, and 
his first visit to it as a laird seems to have taken place 
three years afterwards. 1631— Sep. 10— "Item, druck- 
ing with the laird of Smlthfeild in Patrick Vaitche's, at his 
firat ouming to the cuntrie, thrie chappins sek and aue 
quart of Frynch wvne, £3; item, for ane hundreth plowmis 
and thrie desone <A peiris." 

t Scott of Scotiitarvit, in his " Staggering State of Scots 
Statesmen," (dves anything but a flattering account of 
Traquair's career but the description is evidently coloured 
by political partisansihip if not personal animosity. The 
opening sentence may be quoted as a specimen:— "Sir 
John Steoart of Traqnair was first brought in by the earl 
of Morton to be treasurer depute to him, but within a few 
years he displaced the principal and got the full possession 
of the treasury to himself, which place he manaKcd so 
nimbly that he conquest many lands in the space that he 
enjoyed the same, vis., the baronies of Drochib, Linton, 
Horsbuigh, HenderUwd, Dryhope, and many others," 
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(lanes all these that hes not sent thair horses to the 
lyme for my lord of Tracqaair to be presentlie poyndit 
or wairdit qahil they pay fyve pundis." Aooounts: 
1631— March— "To Androw Hay (in Edinburgh) to 
wrytt ane sapplioation to the lordis of exchequer, 
588.; item, to Mr Patrik Browne to giye my lord 
Traquair the bill and to pntt his lordship in mynd 
thairof, 29s. April ^— Item, in Patrik Yaitohes, 
at my lord Traqaares bonvalle,* ane quart of wyne 
and ane pynt of aill« 26s. 8i. ; to William Mylrose 
for going to Horsbraik to try at qahat hour bis lord- 
ship wald come by, 48. 1632—<3tenn to John Kait- 
oheon to attend to the Whytstane, upon my Lord 
Traquairis upcuming, to the effect the town micht 
speik with bis fordship about some thidr affairis, 48. 
1633— To the provost, being directed to my lord Tra- 
quair for Pait Ballo his business, he remained four 
dayis, thrie doUou ris, £8 14s. To the provost, directed 
to Edinburgh to my lord Tracqaair anent Alexander 
and James Stewart, he remaining four dayis, £8." 

Communings with the laird of Blaokbarony in con- 
nection with the setting of march stones on each 
side of the way leading to Hamilton Hill have 
idready been referred to. Blackbarony's interest 
partly consisted in his being owner of the " Kings- 
lands," situated on the east side of the road. The 
revenue from these lands he had granted to his lady, 
as is shown by her application to the b urgh court on 
20th February 1633, when Alexander Williamsone 
was decerned to pay £3 "to Dame Margaret Mauld, 
lady Black baronie, for the ferme deutie of tua aikers 
of the landis of Kingsland pertening to the said com- 
plener in liferent and occupy it be the said Alex- 
ander, crop 1631." 

In a burgh court held by the provost and bailies, on 
1st January 1631, John Pringle and six other re- 
sidenters, four of them being burgesses,** all accused 
for schuitting of hairis, being all sworne, deny it," 
and were absolved, but this procedure was challenged 
on behalf of the sheriff — **Gomperit Alexander 
Horsbruik of that ilk, sherif deput of the sherefdome 
of Peblis, and protestit that quhatsoever was done in 
this burro court anent the persounes abovnemit for 
schuitting with gunnis and hagbuttes suld nocbt pre- 
judge the sheref principall and his depnttis of thair 
libertie and jurisdictloun, but that it suld be lesum 
to him to call and convene thame of new agane 

* Bonaillie, a drink taken with a friend, when one is about 
to part with him, as expressive of one's wishing him a pros* 
perous journey.— Jameson's DictUmtuv, 
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befoir him." By acts of parliament, 1567 and 1581, 
severe penalties were imposed on those shooting 
certain wild animals, including "hairs," and the 
sheriffs and **all nther ordinar jadges " were required 
to enforce the law within thair bounds. The sheriff 
in the case above cited seems to have considered that 
he possessed exclnsive jnrisdiction. 

The theory that Leidgait was so called because it 
formed the gait or road leading to Hamilton Hill* 
receives farther if not conclusive support from an 
entry in the court book dated 16th April 1631, 
whereby the heirs of the deceased Andrew Paterson 
made up a title to three properties in the Old Town, 
the descriptions of which will be found to be of 
interest. Amongst other things they indicate the 
situation of some churchmen's possessions. The 
properties are described as (1), ** That foir land and 
houses thairof and kaill yaird adjacent thairto, lyand 
in the Auld Tonne of Pebles upon the south syd of 
the hea streat thairof, betuixt the lands now per- 
teining to William Wyllie npoun the east . . . 
the lands perteining to the archideane of Glasgow 
upoun the west, and the hea streat of the said Auld 
Toun on the north pairtis . . . (2), Ane yaird, 
and now biggit in ane dwelling hous, and remanent 
of the said yaird, with the taill of land lyand con- 
tigue thairto, lyand in the said Anld Toune upon the 
north syd of the hea streat thairof, betuixt the 
landis perteaning to the aires of Gilbert Andersone, 
wobster, upon the east, the said hea streat upon the 
south, and the landis callit the abbot of Melros land 
on the west, and the vennel that leads betuixt the 
Orooe Kirk and the Hea Kirk of Pebles [now St 
Andrew's Boad] on the north partis; and (3) Thea 
thre tenementtis of land, with the thrie yairdes and 
thrie tallies of land contigue adjacent thairto, 
togither with the stanehonse laitlie biggit be nm- 
qnhile Andro Patersone, father to the said umquhile 
Andro, at the east end and gavill of the saids tene- 
ments, all lyand in the said Auld Toune, on the 
north syd of the hea streat thairof, betnixt the 
said tenement yaird and taill of land perteining to 
the aires of umanhile Gilbert on the west, the said 
vennel that leaaes betuixt the said kirkes on the 
north, the gaitt caUit the Leidgait that leades fra 
the said Auld Toune to the Hill of Hamiltoun per- 
teining to the said burghs of Peblis upoun the east, 
and the said hea streat upon the south pairtis." 
The property last mentioned appears to embrace 

* See Gleanings, Ko. X. 



64 GLXANINOS FROM THK BDBOH BIOOSDS. 

tbftt which WM reoently gifted to the bavgh by Mr 
Bobert Oibton, Edinburgh. Lands belonging to (he 
abbot of Melroie were sitaated farther west, probably 
extending to the charchyard. Oan the abbot's pro- 
perty be identified with the " bospioinin '* oi the 
abbot and monies of Aberbrotboo? (See grant by the 
abbot and convent, 1317; Peebles Charters, p. 6.) 
The site oonresponds with what is set down in Dr 
Ohamben* sketch map of the bnrgh. 
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XII. 

Peebles Castle and the Castlshill— Bubning 
Witches— Appointment op Sohoolmasteb— 
Clebk's Spouse a Fubvetob of Winb— Mis- 
cellaneous Items fbom Accounts— Mobt- 
CLOTH— A Fishing Incidbnt. 

It ia stated in Dr Fenneoaik's Deacription of Tweed- 
dale (pnblished in 1715) that the castle of Neidpath 
was of old called the castle of Peebles, but this prao* 
tioe probably never extended mnoh beyond the limits 
of a colloqaial misnomer. It seems, indeed, that 
there was prodaoed long ago in a law plea a rental 
book of the earl of Tweeddale's estates, dated "Peebles 
Castle, 26th April 1671 tiU 1685" (Chambers' History, 
p. 262); bnt thongh the factor may have here 
used the casual name which, according to Pennecuik, 
was at one time in common ose, and not the correct one 
of Neidpath, which is always fonnd in titles, reooirds, 
and similar documents, there can be little doubt that 
lord Tweeddale's residence of Neidpath was meant. 
The circumstance, however, has led to the conjecture 
that part of the royal castle of Peebles was in ex- 
istence and habitable in the 17th century. Now, 
the Records, so far from supporting this theory, 
fortify by positive evidence what from the absence 
of any documentary reference to Peebles Oastle as 
being in existence subsequent to the 14th century 
had previously been all but established by negative 

Sroof.* The structure, as a place of habitation or 
efenoe, had disappeared long before the 17th century 

• Strong negative evidence of the disappearance or dis- 
mantling of the Castle so early as 1884 is afforded by a 
charter granted by Edward " King of Scots " (Balliol) to 
Edward King of England on 12th June of that year. By 
, this document there is ceded to the English King certain 
castles and territorv, including " the castles, towns, and 
counties of Berwidk-ou-Tweed and Roxburgh, the town, 
castle, and forest of Jeddeworthe, the town and county of 
Selkirk, and forests of Selkirk and Ettryk, the town, castle, 
and county of Edenburgh, the town and county of Pebles, 
and the town, castle, and county of Dumfries." The omis- 
sion in the list of the castle of Pebles is significant. Bain's 
Caleiidar of Doewmcnts, voL III., No. 1127. 
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dawned, and the site,* at that time lying waste, was 
used frequently for the purpose of penning cattle, 
either those belonging to burgesses or to strangers, 
and seized for trespassing, and for other storage 
purposes. Portions were also sometimes given off 
for bnildiDg sites. 16fS8 — N&vember 17— "Oom- 
perit upone the Castlehill of Peblis, the provest, 
bailyeis and maist pairt of the counsell, and con- 
forme to ane supplicatioun gevin in be James France, 
hes licenciat him to set furth his hous upon the 
Oastellhill tuelf fnttis in length westwart, in reoom- 
pence of the breid he wantis of the said hous, con- 
forme to his and his authoris sesing prodaoeit." 
16Sl—JvJl.y 18—^* The baiU gnidis upone Kaidmures 
to be brocht to the CastlehiU that ilk owner of the 
guidis may olame his awin, and these that hes mae 
guidis thairupone may be lyable in payment of the 
dewtie and maill thairof." 1636-^ June W—^'Ox- 
danis the guidis upone Kaidmure, Hamiltoun, and 
Yenlaw to be brooht to the Castolhill and pyndit 
thair." 16S7—Jvly 1^7— ♦* Ordanis the haill forane 
guide pasturand upon Kaidmure to be brocht to the 
CastelhiU, thair to remaine till the awneris pay the 
bigane maillis thairfoir, and atfaer to abstene in 
tyme ouming or to tak of new agane. 1638^0ct. 15 
— ** All the guidis pasturand upone Veniaw, except 
the tonnes guidis, to be pyndit and brooht to the 
CastelhiU, thair to remane till the awneris thairof 
tak ordour with the magistrats and councill thair- 
anent." From the account8--i6J?5— " To Daniell 
Frank for keiping scbeip that was pindit upon the 
Oastellhill, 28." i6^7-^— **Gevinforkeepingthemilne 
geir on the Gastellhill, 68." i^J^—* 'Spent that day the 
Miltoun geir was pindit be thes who drove the geir, 
1^. 8d. Gevln to twa lads who kepit the geir on 
the Gastellhill, 4s. Gevin to them who pindit 
Eidstoun geir off Hamiltoun and brought the samyn 
to the Gastellhill, ane gallon aill, lis. 8d." A sun 
dial also appears to have been placed on the hill. 
1631— Sept, ^— "For putting up the orlage on the 
CastelhiU, agreit be the proveist, 588." 1633— Feb,— 
"To James Haddane for mending of the dyall in the 
CastelhiU and for lead to put in the stickiU (latch) 
thairof, Ss." 

In 1628, and some subsequent years, both civil acd 
ecclesiastical jadicatories were throughout the 
country much disturbed by the pre valency of witch- 

* The Castlehill— there is no mention of a castle— is one 
et the properties confirmed to the burgh by King James' 
charter of 1621. 
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oraft manifestatioiu, and along with others the bnigh 
magistrates were bestirring themselves, 16t8 — Oct, 
il — *'In presence of James Williamsone, provest of 
Peblis, oompeirit Mr John Syd, minister at the kirk 
of Newlandes, and David Plenderleith, barges of 
Peblis, and become actit for Marioun Orege, spooa 
to James Scott in Soottistoune, as being apprehended 
be the moderatoar and remanent bretherine of the 
presbyterie of Peblis, as saspect of witchcraft, &c., 
that the said Marioun Greg sail nawayes escape and 
be fugitive fra the lawes of this re^me, but that 
scho salbe ever reddie and subject upon sex dayis 
warning to compeir befoir ony judge, spirituall or 
temporall, within this realme, and underlye the saidis 
lawes als oft as scho salbe requyrit or citat thairto, 
and that under the paine of ane thousand poundis 
money of this realme." A few months later the 
parson of Peebles was successful in apprehending 
William Mathisone in Eimo, as subject of witch- 
craft, etc., and similar sureties were obtained for 
his appearance when required. But the epidemic 
was not to be stayed by such mild procedure, 
and the climax was not reached till three victims of 
this Satanic hallucination came to the horrible fate 
of dying by strangulation and burning. The execu- 
tions were carried out at a place called the Calf 
Knowe, probably a part of the Venlaw, that hill 
being reserved as the principal grazing ground of 
juvenile cattle. Accounts— 1628-9^** Item, at the 
fundatiouu of the Caffe Knowe, ane galloun of aill 
and iij wheate breade, 19s.; a pund and a halfe of 
leid to yett the cruikis of the Caffe Knowe durre 
(door), 5s.; to James Haddane to build the Caffe 
Knowe, £10; lyme fetched to the Caffe Knowe work, 
with the tonnes horse, 47 loade, £9, 8s. [Other 33 
loads got.] Furnishing sand to the foirsaid 80 loadis 
of lyme; £8; for bringing hame four daillis to be ane 
durre to the Calf Knowe, 20s. Item, debursed for 
the witches, £24, lOs." 1629— Nov. 9^'* To James 
Haldoune for making the Calf Know durr, 33s. 4d.; 
for making the gibitt that stands thairupoun, £4." 
Nov. 9—*^ Gevin for the commissioun to burne the 
witches, £6, 13s. 4d. Item, of drinksilver to James 
Prymrois,* his mane, 30s.; my awin waiges at that 
tyme, tbrie dayes in Edinburgh, £4, 10s.; item,* the 
provest agreed with James Haldoune for setting up 
the gibitt the wicbis was hangit upoun, £3, 13s.'' 

* Primrose was clerk to the privy conncil, and It may 
therefore be assumed that the enlightened iostruoUons for 
the burning ef the witcbflB came fiw» that body. 
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December 1$—** Item, Mr Williame DikiMun [sohool- 
mMter] for being clerk to the wiches proces, £6; 
item, directed to conduce (hire) with ane lockman 
(executioner) to the witches, my tua dayee waidgesj 
£3; item, drucking at his feaing, 268. 8d. ; gevin to 
John Bobene for fyve laidi peittis, with ane quartt 
of aill he gave to the peitmen, coft to bume the 
wiches, 32s. 8d.; thrie laids of coalls, 368.; ane turs 
of hedder (load of heather), 98.; thrie faldome small 
towistobind the wiohes hands, 30d.; four faldome 
gritt towis to kitt them up with all, 68. 8d.; for thrie 
tar barrellis, 48b.; to Alexander Dikisone, ane pair 
of Bchowis, for waimeing of the mlnistrie, 208.; for 
careing the tar barrellis to the Calf Knowe, 3s. 4d. ; 
to hangman for his waiges, £10; to his son for being 
dempster, 12s. Item, for ane instrument upon 
Isobell Grahames confession aganes the rest of the 
wiohes, at the persones command, 128.; to John 
Frank (jailor) for f umisohing the wiohes, his compt 
being alowitt and gif need beis heir present to be 
sene, £8, 14s.; to him for fumisching lockman and 
his son, £3, 12s.; for breid and drink fetched fnrth 
to the assytheres, 308.; item, fetched to hangman 
and wiches, 18s.** Theseitemsare from the treasurer's 
accounts, in a separate note of disbursements by 
the provost there is an outlay of £5, 16s., "for ten 
laids of coalls to the bumin|^ of last thrie wiches.*' 

A vacancy in the mastership of the burgh school hav- 
ing occurred in 1631, a new appointment fell to be 
made. lOSl—Ifov, 7~'*Mr William Mairtene, being 
ressavit and admittit scholmaster of the sohole of this 
burgh" tiU All-Hallow Day (1st November) 1632, for 
£100 Scots of salary, ** with ane competent chalmer, or 
ellis £9, for the maill thairof ; togidder with tuelf 
penneis of quarter payment for ilk toun bairne, and 
ane mark quarter payment for ilk landwart barne, 
quarterlie; and the said Mr William Mairtene com- 
peirand " accepted office, and gave his oath of fidelity. 
"Lykas he has aoceptit the injunctiounea in- 
joynit to him in the said service, consisting 
in the articles following, viz. : — In primia, be sail 
day lie, in the oulk (week) dayis enter to the said 
scbole at sex houris in the morning, and efter 
morning prater and psalmes, with ane oom^t of 
schollaris thair morning lessounes or pairtis, teitche 
the lessounes to the baimes, baith leiming Latine 
and Soottis, till nyne houris. Item, he sail enter 
him self and convene the saidis bairnes daylie the 
■aids oulk dayis at ten houris, awaiting upone thame 
and ieitchiDg tbiMQlie.till eUeyio hooria, and thaiifra 



GUJCAMINOS VBOX THE BUBOH BBOOBDB. 69 

teitohing and leiming thame to wryte to the tuelf 
hoar, geving thame copies and tak oompt of wryting. 
Item, he shall enter agane to the said schole (the 
baimes being oonvenit) at half hour to twa hoaris 
efter none and attend npone the schole and scholaris, 
teitching thame and taking oompt of thair lessounes 
till ane quarter of ane hoar befor sex honris at nicht, 
daring the qahilk qaarter of ane hour he sail mak ane 
prayer, reid ane cheptour of the Byble, and sing ane 
psalme or ane pairt of ane psalme. Item, it sail not 
be lesum to bim to geve the bairnes the play ony 
dayis in the oulk except npone Tysday and Thursday 
betaixt taa hoaris and fonr hoaris eftemone, and 
than preceislie to convene agane, and upone Setter- 
day fra tua hoaris efter none for all that nicht. 
Item, ilk Soaday he sail conveine the saidis maill 
baimies at aucht hoaris in the morning and teitche 
thame thair Sondayis lessounes of scriptur and cate- 
cheism till the ringing of the secund bell to the 
preiching, at the ^uhilk tyme he sail go to the kirk 
with the baimes in camlie ordour, and in tyme of 
preiching mark ony disordour amangis thame, with 
sensaring of thame thairfor. Item, be sail convene 
the saidis baimes ilk Soaday at ane hour ef tir none, 
and at the ringing of the said secund bell address him 
with thame to the kirk in cumlie and decent ordour, 
marking thair faultis and censuring thame thairfoir, 
as said is. Item, at the ending of the efter 
none sermone he sail convene the saidis bairnes and 
tak ane accompt of thair noittis of preiching and 
Sondayis lessounes. And gif he sail happin to f ailyie 
in ony of the injunctiounes and articles abonwrittin 
and perfytting thairof, he of his awin consent im- 
mediatlie thairefter is content to be depry vit the said 
schole and all benef eit thairof for ever. " Mr Mairtene*s 
injunctions and time table would not perhaps be at- 
tractive to a preceptor of the present day, but it is 
pleasant to be able to note that before settling down 
to his arduous task, some marks of genial hospitality 
were extended to the new comer. 1631— Aug. 4-^ 
** In Patrick Vaiches at the feaing of the scolmaster, 
ane pynt of aill and ane loaf, lis.; item, drinking 
with him in David Plenderlaithis, lOs. ', item, gave to 
him at provost and baillies directioun, 58s." Oct, 5— 
" Qevin ont in Patrik Yaitcbes, for wyne that the 
provest and baillies drank with Mr William Mairtene 
the day of his entrie to the schoole, 32s. 4d. Item, 
that nicht the said Mr William came first to the 
toan, being lodgit in William Vaitches hous, for his 
i&tcrtttiuneBt tbairr 18b." 
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The names of Patrick Vaitoh and of hit wife are 
f req^nently mentioned in the accounts as purveyors of 
feetiye entertainments. The former was the town 
clerk, and the latter, who carried on the business of a 
rintner, appears at one time to have bad no competi- 
tor in the sale of wine i—ieSO^-June ^— "The 
baillies sittand in judgment, Elizabeth Vaitche, spous 
to Patrik Vaitche, clerk, onlie ventar of the wynes 
within the said bmghe fra the first day of November 
1628 till the first day of November 1629, being con- 
venit to give hir aith upon the quantitie of all wynes 
toppit, sauld, and ventit be hir duiring the said 
space, conforme to the act of the lordis of counaell, 
and scho being judiciallie swome, declairit that scho 
ventit and sauld during the said space half ane tune 
of French wyne and ane but of seek allanerlie." 
In the account for 1631-2, there is ** resavit fra the 
clerk's wyfe for the impost of wyne, £6," and a similar 
amount is credited as " impost of the wyne " in the 
year ensuing. 16SB — ** Qevin to the derkis wyfe for 
ane compt of wyne that was addebtit to hir, allowit 
be the counsel!, £32, 6s. 8d." 

The following items are taken from the town's 
accounts between 1627 and 1631 i—ie^-^Nw). 20 — 
To ane crippiU callit Lauder and to cairrie hir to the 
Neippeith, Ss. fSOth— To thrie passingeris that come 
out of Shytland, 18s. Dec, 10— For mending the 
toune wall ewest the Venell fut at Queid Qreine, 6s. 
litk—Qivine to cairrie ane crippill to the castill, 3s. 
16S8-^April 6— To John Gilgour, drnmer, for putt- 
ing on ane new heid in the drume, 408.; toSteine 
Thomsone to cairrie hir hame and affeild, Ss. 30th— 
To Steine Thomsone to cairrie the custume staine to 
Edinburgh to mak guid with thair staine, 4s. JiUy 
iS—Qevine to ane blind man at the kirk doore, 28.; 
gevin to ane dussane of men to rowl grit staines in to 
Queid brige, being tna dayis, payit for meit and drink, 
£4, 13s. 4d. Item, for fyve foddom of cordis to 
fessone the ledderis for feir the watter had taine 
thame away, Ss. 4d.; item, for 101b. of ierne of maid 
wark to be boltis to the brige, 378.; item, for tua aik 
sillis to Queid brig, £3; item, for tua geistis of aike 
to be binding insteid of frie staines, 40s.; gevin for 
tursing of sax laidis of frie staines to Queid brige, 4s.; 
for lyme to the four brigis and the schappill and 
towbuith, £15, 12s.; for leiding of tuentie laidis of 
lyme and sand from Queid brig to Pebills Watter 
brige, 6s. 8d. 16£8-9—Fov a quarter hundred naills 
to mend the hurlebarrow, 3s. 4d.; for casting Edder- 
stoun burne, 46b. Sd.; thrie faddome.of tpwjs.to th§ 
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chappell bell, 6e.; for mending the bow btittia at 
Beltane, 308.; to Patrike Yaitcbe for the wry ting in 
the busieness of the valuatioun of teindis, and to 
William Melros for summonding the witnesses, and 
to John SoinenreH his drynk sylver, 54s.; to the com- 
missioneris and valuatoaris brocht to the towbuitb, 
aquavytie aill, and breade, 238. [The two preceding 
items refer to proceedings taken by. the King at 
this time for adjusting the revenae produced from 
lands in due proportions between the owner of the 
soilf the titular of the tithes, and the clergy for, their 
stipends.] For repaireing the litill trie brig efter the 
floode, 24s. ; to ane Trishe man and a womane, Ss. 
1629^Nov, 19— For mending tua windowis to the 
scole and finding materiallis thairto, 12s,; to Mr 
Alexander Spittell to ryd to Glasgow, 58s. Dec. 15— 
To give ane passinger at the Briggaitt heid, 12s. 
1650— Feb. 2— "For four faldome towis to the stepell 
bell and uther four to the chappill bell, ISs. 4d. ; for 
binding the townes prothogallis [protocols], 20s. 
AprU 5 — Item, quhen the provest and baillies of 
Jedburgh war maid burgessis, for wyne and beir 
drinking, 368. May 8 — Qevin for ane decreitt contra 
Gledstanes of Cocklaw, £14, 19s.; item, drucking be 
the provest and baillies in James Williamsones hons, 
at the resaitt of the mortcloth,* 23s. : for towis to bind 
the tbeives at Beltane, 4s. June 12— To James Grive 
for taking up the conduct (conduit) in John Steven- 
9ones closs, redding the aamen, setting the flages and 
edges thairof, £3, 6s. 8d.; item, for ane rood of caUay 
and twa elnes, £4. July ^— For twa daillis to be 
furmes to the tolbuith buird, 328.; item, for making 
four cuschings and covering the saittis agreid be the 

* Robert Horsbruik, a burgess of Edinburgh and son of 
Alexander Horsbruik of that ilk, on 10th May 1630 gifted to 
the burgh and kirk session, for the benefit of the poor of the 
parish, * * ane mortcloyth [i.e. , a pall or covering for the eorpse 
used at funerals], being of tyne blackclaith, lynit throw with 
blak buckasie and compassit round about with ane blak silk 
frenzie in the bordouirs thairof . . . and desyrit the 
samyn micht be kepit be the kirk thesaurer, and 'he to geve 
f urth the samyn for the decorment of all defonctis as he suld 
be requyrit," on payment of prices to be fixed by the council 
and kirk session, the proceeds being distributed amongst 
the poor. It was ordered that no other mortcloth should 
be used by any private person, " ather to bui^h or land," 
and the dues to be exacted (though they might be more 
** according to charitie and plesour "), were for borrow ern 
within burgh, ISs. 4d.; outwith the burgh but within the 

G Irish, 208.; within the parishes of £ddleBton, Kailzie, 
anor, and Lyne, 30s.; elsewhere, 6 merks and farther 
accordmg to distance.— ./'m5{m Reeordi, p. 370. 
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provost, £5. Aug, 1 — For haimbringingof twa dracht 
of daillis to the chaipill, 32s. Nov, o— To tua honest- 
lyk men quha was taken be the Dankirkers, 128. 
[Complaints of the loss sustained by the inhabitants 
of burghs ** throw occasioun of the Dunkirkers daylie 
robbing and spoyling of thair schips, guids, and sea- 
fairing men," had a year or two before this been 
made by the convention of barghs, and the recipi- 
ents of this donation had probaUy been amongst the 
sufferers.] Dec, 10 — To James Haldowne for repair* 
ing the saitt in the chappi^, 208. [In 1629 the pres- 
bytery had ordered St Mary's chapel to be repaired 
and made suitable for the inhabitants meeting in it, 
and holding religious services daily. Sundry pay- 
ments for slates, slaters, lime, and other materials 
and workmanship occur in the accounts.} 1631 — 
Feb, 28 — For caking away ane Bessie Scott and ane 
auld crippill wyfe, the ane to Edderstoun and the 
uther to Jederfeild, 8s. April — For olyngeing 
Brockis hoill and burneing the werming f urth thereof, 
20s. June 21— To putt away ane auld wyfe with ane 
beird, 4s. 

Some evil-disposed persons had been damaging the 
" aik sillis " (oak beams) which as above noted had 
been fitted into the foundation of Tweed Bridge, but 
a Waltonian (if not a disciple at least a contemporary 
of Isaak), who had been practising the gentle art in 
the night time detected the culprits '.—1631— Jan. 31 
— "Anent the challenge of the cutting of ane aik 
syll in the ground of Tueidbrig, John WiUesone, 
younger, witnes, sworne, depones that betuixtlMer- 
temes and Yuill last he being fisching in the nicht 
saw twa men at that pairt of the brig quhair the said 
sill was; and, as he believes, that the said syll was 
sawn aff sex quarteris thairof; and, as he believes, 
the men he saw was James Frank, walker, and 
William Tueddell; in takin (token) quhairof the 
laying on of his lyoun (fishing line) tuik aff ane of 
thair bonettis." 
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XIII. 

How Hamilton Hill glidbd out of thb Bdbgh's 
Possession. 

Continued, sabject to long intervals of truce, 
through a period of at least two ceuturies, it was not 
till the first decade of the present one that the last 
of the series of legal battles fought between the 
lairds of Cringletie and the burgesses of Peebles for 
ascendancy in the ownership of Hamilton Hill ter- 
minated. By this time the points in dispute were of 
minor importance compared with the issues involved 
in the earlier contests. The main questions left for 
determination seem to have been (1.) whether the 
burgh could, by its own authority, give to the droves 
of black cattle, horses, and sheep, passing annually 
between the north of Scotland and England by 
Peebles bridge, and paying custom to the burgh, 
permission to halt or pasture on Hamilton Hill. 
The court decided that Murray of Cringletie aud his 
tenants were entitled to exclude all such droves not 
belonging to the burgh or its inhabitants. (2.) 
Murray maintained that the magistrates, as repre- 
senting the community and inhabitants, could not 
by law acquire for the use of the indefinite mass of 
individuals whom they represented a servitude of 
pasturage over the lands of Hamilton Hill, and thst 
the servitude could only be exercised by the burgh 
sending their own proper sheep to the hill in such 
numbers and at such times as was conform to use 
and wont; farther, that the servitude could not be 
let to others. The court were satisfied that the 
community and inhabitants of the burgh, as well as 
the feuars of Caidmuir, had the right of pasturing 
on the hill; and **that as by the decree of 1720 the 
town of Peebles is declared to have a right to com- 
mon pasturage over the lands of Hamildown, and 
that it does not appear from the proof that they 
have been circumscribed in that pasturage to any 

S articular species of cattle since the date of the 
ecree, that they cannot now be limited in that 
respect." But it was decided that the burgesses 
were not entitled to let the servitude to others. (3.) 
Similarly it was held that the inhabitants were en- 
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titled to dig and qnarry slates and stones on the 
lands for their own use bnt not for sale.* 

Hamilton Hill was one of the town^s most ancient 
possessions, specially confirmed to it by the earliest 
extant charter, that by King James II., 5th Febru- 
ary 1451-2. Along with other lands the hill had 
previously been bestowed on the burgesses, but the 
docaments voucbing this having been lost the original 
grant was ratified and renewed. That the effect of 
these charters, and of others which followed, was to 
invest the bDrgesses in the full possession of the pro- 
perty is amply shown by the older records. In 1461 
the bailies and community "set tyl a wyrchypfuU 
man, Thomas the Hay, the commoun of Homyldoun, 
with the pertenans." for the space of five years; 
**and the nychtburris of Pebillis sal haf fredom to 
cast turris and pull hedder, &;o., as thai did or he 
was tenand."t In 1476 **our landis of Homyldon " 
were set to a tenant for seven years at a yearly rent 
of 6} merks, and there is again reserved right to the ■ 
burgesses and inhabitants **to pull hadyr and cast 
turfis als oft as tham lykis upon the said landis of 
Homyldown." Then, in 1569, when funds were 
urgently required for building the town wall, '* the 
haill communitie is contentit that the hill of Hamil- 
ton be heretabillie analiit to my lord Yester, or ony 
uther that will git maist tbairfor, under reversoun, 
contenand sidyke snume as can be gutting thairfor." 
It is not known whether this proposal to borrow 
money on the security of Hamilton Hill took effect 
or not, but the intention to do so clearly indicates 
that it was regarded at the time as the exclusive 
property of the town. When not let to a tenant 
the arable sides of the hill, probably embracing what 
are now enclosed fields to the eastward and south- 
ward, were tilled and cropped by the inhabitants, 
while their cattle aiTd sheep, when not better or more 
conveniently provided for, pastured on the remain- 
der.t But the fact is that at that time the burgh 

* Court of Session Decisions, 8th December 1808. Also 
printed papers in process James Wolfe Murray, Esq. of 
Grintrletie, v. Magistrates of Peebles. 

t Five merks yearly was all the rent stipulated for, but 
looked at in comparison with the other principal sources of 
revenue even that sum may be regarded as considerable. 
The customs then realised only 14} merks, and the two corn 
mills with the multures 26 merk». 

4: The niarrhes of Hamilton Bill were periodically visited 
by the Town Council and community. An account of one 
of these perambulations, on 7th June 1556, appears in the 
printed Records, and is described as a visitation " in accus* 
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poaseued more lands than its inhabitants oould stock. 
Caidmoir and the slopes lying between it and the 
town, with Venlaw and its neighbourhood, formed 
the more favoured pasturages, and it was usually 
only the surplus oattie and sheep which found their 
way to Hamilton Hill. The neglected condition in 
which large portions of the pasturage was thus left 
afforded to neighbouring proprietors and tacksmen 
an opportunity which they were not slow to embrace 
of gradually extending their grazings into the town's 
territory, and eventually appropriating it altogether. 
The Lauders of Haltoun were of old owners of a 
wide territory extending from the Blackbarony 
estates on the north to Hamilton Hill on the south, 
and embracing Cringletie, Over and Nether Kidstons, 
and the eastern side of the Meldon district generally. 
Bordering on the town's lands, between which and 
their own there was no clearly defined physical 
boundary, it was almost inevitable that tacksmen on 
Haltoun^s estate, whose sole occupation was the 
rearing and trading in cattle and sheep, should come 
to nsd the neglected pasturages belonging to the 
burgesses of Peebles. Bit by bit the encroachments 
advanced until, by the beginning of the 17th century, 
Hamilton Hill over its whole extent had oome to be 
regarded somewhat as a pendicle of the Haltoun 
estate. One serious obstacle to the full appropriation 
of the hill, at least froih a lawyer's point of view, 
presented itself — the lands were not described in 
Lauder's title deeds — but even this difficulty was 
overcome.^ In 1610 Lauder applied for and obtained 
a Crown charter whereby all his lands in the district 
were confirmed to him and granted of new. Specific 
descriptions of the boundaries were given, and these 
for the first time embraced the lands of Hamilton 
Hilll* Armed with this charter the laird of 

tomed form of the marches between the lands of Kldstoun, 
Cbapelhill, and fiddistoun, and the property of Hammil- 
toun belonging and pertaining to the baillies, community, 
and inhabitants." Beginning at place^i called Burrelfleld 
and Acomfield (now Boaetta and neighbourhood), the march 
went "up the syke" to "Jedburghfield," over the swyre 
and on to the **syke in Eddistoun hoip," which it passed 
upwards, thence to " Kidstoun hoip heid," which it passed 
downwards, and thence eastward, north, and south-east- 
ward, by march stones, cairns, bushes, and other laud marlws, 
till the starting point was re^puned. 

* This device for securing territorial aggrandisement at 
a neighbour's expense was, it appears, not unknown in 
other districts: -** Their neighbours, the Exrla of Argyle 
and fireadalbane, in the meanwhile managed to have the 
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Haltoun was better prepared to dispate tbe bnrgh's 
right to interfere with him, though, as will be seen, 
a long period had to elapse, and much had to be 
forgotten, before the new weapon could be effec- 
tually used. At first the granting of the charter 
made no appreciable difference in the usual routine 
of encroachment and "hounding,"* but in a few 
years a crisis seems to have been reached, and the 
parties found themselves contesting their respective 
claims before the Court of Session. 

The following interim decree, pronounced atone 
stage of the case, gives an explicit and intelligible 
view of these claims and the pleadings of litigants:— 

At Edinburgh, 29th March 1628.— Anent the suromondis 
raisit at the instance of Charles Prin^lU, proveist of Pelblllis, 
John Lowis and Alexander Mure, bailleis thairof, and David 
Plenderlaythe, thesaurer of the said burghe, for thame selffis 
and iu name of the counsell and oommunitie thairof, againe 
Mr Bichard Lauder, now of Haltoune, to heir and sie it 
f undin and declairit be decreit of the lordis of connsall that 
the undoubtit richt and propertie of the commoune landis 
of Kaidlaw, Hammildoun, and Venlaw, pertenis and belongis 
to the saidis compleneris, and that it is and salbe lesume 
and lawfull to thame and thair sucoessouns iu all tyrae 
cumying to peoeablie posses, bruik, and joyse the samene 
lands be pasturing of thair guidis tbairupone, harrowing, 
sawing, teiling, laboring, manuring, and uther wayes useing 
of the samene as thair awne commone landis at thair 
plesour, siclyke and als frielie in all respectis as any of thair 
predicessoris bruikit and possest the samene at ony tyme of 
before, conforme to the saidis compleners' richtis and 
securiteis of the saidis landis, as at mair lenthe is contenit 
in the said sammondis. The perseueris compeirand be Mr 
Thomas Hope of Craighall, ane of our Soverane Lords 
advocattis, Mr Thomas Nicolsoune and Mr Mathow Forsythe, 
thair procaratouris, quha for instructing of the summondis 
producit ane infeftment grantit be King James the Fourt, 
of worthle memorie, in anno 1506, in favouris of the 
toune of Peibillis, off the said burghe and halll liberteis and 
fredomes thairof, mylues, landis, and possessiounes pertein- 
ing and belonging to tiiame, and wbairof they and thair pre- 
dicessoris wer in possessioun or >)vhareunto they^ had richt: 
tc^idder with ane infeftment grantit be our lait Soverane 
Lord, King James the Sixt, of worthie memorie, in anno 
1621 yeiris, to and in favoures of the said burghe of Peibillis 

lands occupied by the Macgregors ensrrossed in those 
charters which they easily obtained from tlie Crown; and 
thus constituted a legal right in their own favour, without 
much regard to Justice."— /ntrodttett'on to ** Bob Roy.** 

* 1610— June 2— £100 to be raised '*for persute of the 
actioun of removing aganis Haltoun and Smeithfeild." 
1611— ^pril 17—** Concludit that Hammiltoun salbe sett 
to ane honest man for certane yeiris, and that it be cryit 
waist of all menis geir in the meane tyme." June 21 — 
** Ordanis the baillies to poynd Hammiltoun." 
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confirtnini? the infeftment above specifeit, with certane 
utheris preceidinc: iiifeftments grantit be the Kln^s of Scot- 
land to and in favoures of the said burffhe, be the quhilk his 
Majestie hes gevin and disponit to the said toune in com- 
mounitie all and hatll the landis of Kaidmure, Hammildouu, 
and Vainlaw, with their pertinents. And the said Richard 
Lauder of Haltoune, compeirand be Adame Cunynghame and 
Lawrens Scot, his procuratouris, quha alledgit that na 
declaratour can be sustenit at the perseueris instance upoun 
the said summondis be vertew of the infeftment and rychtis 
producit, grantit in anno 1621, becaus the saidis infeftment is 
onlie gevine upon thair awne resignatioun, they haveing no 
preceiding infeftment of the landis ]yhellit ^r expressum^ 
and as to the infeftment gevin to thame be King James the 
Foart, in anno 1506, the samene can nocht be sustenit, becaus 
thair hes no saising followit thairupone; and farder, the 
samene is onlie gevine upon thair awne assertioun affirming 
that thair former evidentis of the said lands wer brunt. To 
the quhillv it was answerit and replyit for the perseueris 
that the alledgeance aucht to be repellit, and the foresaidis 
richtis and evidentis producit is sufficient to susteine the 
actioun abovementionat, albeit no saising followit upone the 
charter grantit be King James the Fourt, seing the samene 
is grantit be the Kingis Majestie to ane burghe and coro- 
munitie, and sua neidis no saising, and the infeftment grantit 
be the lait Kingis Majestie, in anno 1621 yeiris, is sufficient 
notwithstanding of the objectioun maid thaira^nes, seing 
it wes in the Kingis pewar to dispone to the perseueris the 
foresaidis landis of Hammildoun, Kaidmure, and Vanla, 
inrespect the samene landis wer not dispunit per esopressum 
to any uther persone of before. Secundlie, it was alledgit for 
the pairt of the defender that na declarator can be grantit in 
favoures of the perseueris for the foresaidis landis of 
Hammildounhill in prejudice of the said Mr Richard Lauder 
of Haltoune and his richt of the landis of .Wester Wormes- 
toune callit Gring^ltie, the landis of Rister Wormestoune, 
and all and haill the landis of Over and Nedder Kidstounes, 
with the mylne and pertinentis thairof , and landis of Stewar- 
toun, and of thair possessioun of the saidis landis of 
Hammildounhill as partis and pertinentis of the saidis 
landis of Kidstoune : because the said defender is infeft in 
all and haill the foresaidis lands of Cringiltie, Eister Wormes- 
toune, and Over and Nedder Kidstounes, with the mylne 
thairof, boundit as follows, viz., the landis of Ohapelhill 
upon the eist, the landis of Burrowfield and Cukitland upone 
the southe, the landis of Eddistoune upone the southe wast, 
the west pairt of Eddistoune, Meldoun burue, and Hairope 
upon the north wast, and the saidis landis of Stuartoune 
upone the northe; and that as air to umquhill Alexander 
lAuder, younger of Haltoune, his brother, wha was likewayis 
infeft in the samene landis boundit as saidis, conforme to ane 
chartar and infeftment grantit to him thairanent under the 
great seill of the dait 24th July 1610, and sua the landis of 
Hammildounhill can not be ascryveit to be ane pairt of the 
commountie of Peibillis but be the contrair most be ascryveit 
to apperteine to the laird of Haltoune, in propertie, speciallie 
Being the samene landis of Hammildounhill lyis contigue to 
no p^rt of the toune of Peibillis thair propertie bot lyis 



78 GLEANINGS FROM THE BURGH RECORDS. 

witlxin the boundis, meithis, and niercheis foresaidis, of the 
defenderis infeftment and invironed round about with the 
samene meithis and mercheifl above specif eit, and thairfore, 
unles the perseueris wald produce ane infeftment of the 
landis and utheris foresaidis prior to the said utnquhill 
Alexander Lauder his infeftment above w-rittin, they can 
never be hard to sute declarator aganes the defender wha 
and his predicess^uris hes bene and is in pecebill possessioun 
of the landis of Hammildounhill belonging to him in pro- 
pertie as comprehendit within the boundis and merchis of 
bis landis, and ttiat past memorie of man. To the whilk it 
was ansuerit and replyit for the part of the perseueris that 
the forsaid secund alledgeance aucht to be lepellit in respect 
of the perseueris infeftment producit beirand thame to be 
infeft in the foresaidis landis of Hammildoun per expressum^ 
cum artUione, temincUionet etpatturatume, and that conf orme 
thairto they ar and have bene in pecebill possessioun of the 
samene landis of Uammildoune but interruptione. Lylceas 
the perseueris offerris thame to prove in fortificatioun of 
thair infeftment and possessioune foresaid (gif ueid beis) 
that the oommoune of Glentreis is the commountie belong- 
ing bothe to the landis of Hammiltoune perteining to the 
toune of Peibillis and to the saidis landis of Kidstoune be- 
longing to the laird of Haltoune, to the whilk commountie 
of Olentreis the words cum libera introitu et exUu of the 
defenderis chartar man onlie be ascry vit. Quhilkis alled- 
geancies and replyis being sene and coDsldderit be the saidis 
lordis of counsskil they find and declair that befoir they give 
answer thairto and pronunce interloquitour thairupone they 
will have the ground of the foresaidis landis with the 
meithis and mercheis thairof visit and sichtit be sume of 
thair awne ordinar number and report thairof maid to thama, 
that the saidis lordis may thairefter the more cleirlie pro- 
ceid in the decisioun of the foresaidis alledgeances and 
ansueris and pronunce interloquutour thairupone; and for 
this effect ordanit ather of the saidis pairteis and thair pro- 
curatouris to nominat lordis for visiting of the ground of 
the foresaidis landis contravertit; according whairunto the 
said Mr Mathow Forsythe, ane of the perseueris procura- 
touris above namit, nominat and chuseit 8ir Robert Spotis- 
wood of Newabay, Rnicht, and Mr Alexander Seytoune of 
Culcreuche, tua of the saidis lordis thair ordinar number, or 
any ane of thame to be visitor of the ground of the fore- 
saidis landis for the pairt of the perseueris. Lykeas the said 
Adame Cunynghame, procuratour for the defenderis, also 
nominat and chuseit Mr James Bannatyne of Newhill, Sir 
James Leirmonthe of Balcomie, and Mr Alexander Moresone 
of Prestounegrange, also thrie of the saidis lordis thair 
ordinar number, or any ane of thame, for visiting of the 
ground of the foresaidis landis for the pairt of the laird of 
Haltoune, defender. To the whilkis lordis visitoris above- 
namit, or any tua of thame, ane being for ilk pairtie, the 
saidis haill remanent lordis of counsall and sessioun geveis 
and grantis full pouer and commissioun to pas to the ground 
of the foresaidis l-indis of Hammildoun and Kidstoune 
respective upone the sextene day of May nixtocume and 
thair to visit and sicht the ground and boundary of the saidis 
landis, meithis, and marches thairof, and to tak sic uther 
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tryell and cognitioun thairanent as the visitouris or any toa 
of thame, ane being for ilk pairtie, sail think meit and ex- 
pedient for thair informatioan anent the treuthe of the 
premissis and cleiring thairof, and to the effect that they 
thaireftir may thairupone mak ane cleir and sensible report 
of thair visitatioun to the »Eddi8 baill remanent lordis of 
. counsall and sessioune; for the whilk effect ordanes baythe 
the saidis pairteis to attend and await upone the saidis 
lordis visitoris at the day abovementionat to the end before 
rehearsit, and ordanes the tryell, visitatioun, and coenitioun 
to be tane be the saidis lordis visitouris, or any tua olthame, 
ane being for ilk pairtie as said is, to be reportit be the 
saidis lordis visitouris in presens of the haill remanent lordis 
of sessioune the first day of Junij nixtocume, with con- 
tinowatioun of dayis, that the saidis lordis may thairefter 
give ansuer to tfke foresaidis alledgeauces and ansueris 
respective abovementionat and pronunce interloquutor 
thairupone, but prejudice alwayes to ather of the saidis 
pairteis and thair procuratouris of all thair lawfuU defenssis 
and ansueris hinc tnde competent to thame in the said mater 
efter report as accordis of the law. And in the meane tyme 
the saidis lordis continowis the said mater in the same forme, 
force, and effect as it is now, but prejudice of pairtie, unto 
the day foresaid. 

Preparations were forthwith made by the council 
for the reception of the lords on their judicial visit. 
March stones along the way leading to the hill were 
set down or renewed; consultations were held with 
the Edinburgh lawyers; and there is a payment ** to 
Pattrick Yaitcb, his wyfe, for wyne quhen thay war 
heir anent the vicitacione of Hamiltone;" a horse 
was hired **to Mr Mathou to ryde to Hamiltone;" 
and four men get half a merk each *' for keiping of 
Kidstone geir off Hamiltone that day the lordis was 
weicitteine [visiting] the marches.^' By markings on 
the extract decree above quoted, the progress of the 
case can be traced a little further, but whether or 
not a final judgment was ever pronounced in it has 
not been ascertained: — June 14 — ** The lords' visitors 
gave in their report and parties' procurators were ap- 
pointed to be ready to dispute on Tuesday." June 17 
^Haltoun's procurator "desyrit to delay to such 
competent tyme as he may look out his writtes. . . 
Answeris Nicolsone for the town — The desyre is 
not reasonable in respect of the many delayis heirto- 
foir grantit. The lordis continewis the mater whill 
Tuesday next, again the quhilk day ordanes the 
laird of Haltone to be readie to dispute his cans." 
At this point farther proceedings in the declarator 
are lost sight of, with the exception of an nuthori- 
tative decision on one of the principal points of 
dispute, viz., the alleged defect of the town's title on 
account of the royal charters not having been 
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followed by sasine or infeftment. Giving of sasine 
was a symbolical act by which heritages were held 
to be delivered to, and taken possession of by a pur- 
chaser or donee. In the case of a transfer of lands 
the parties or their representatives, accompanied by 
witnesses and a notary, repaired thither| and on pro- 
duction of the charter or other deed of transfer a 
handfal of earth and stone, taken from the land, was 
banded by or on behalf of the former proprietor to the 
new one or his representative, and these proceedings 
the notary narrated in an instrument which was 
thenceforth preserved as evidence of the fact that 
the new proprietor was duly infeft or invested. This 
formality, necessary and proper in ordinary circum< 
stances, might well have been dispensed with in the 
cases of the renewal charters of 1451 and 1506, 
•because, long before the granting of either, the 
burgesses had been in actual posaession, a position 
which it would have been difficult for any symbolical 
invebtiture to strengthen. Weak, however, and 
even grotesque as the objection might present itself 
to the mind of a layman, it probably had a serious 
enough aspect when it came to be adjudicated upon, 
stHctiasime jure^ by the college of justice. Fortunate- 
ly for the burgesses, the lords gave effect to their 
contention, and decided that *'shsine is not necessary 
upon infeltments made to burgesses of their burgess 
and common lauds."* Put thus in the best possible 
position by having their priority of title conceded, 
there seemed to be nothing farther required tlian for 
the burgesses to get their boundaries defined, and ob- 
tain a declarator which would have settled questions 
with Haltoun beyond the reach of future dispute. 
But to this final issue, so far as can be learned, the 
proceedings were not pushed. It is not unlikely 
that, resting satisfied with the practical concession 
of their demands, and dreading the heavy expen- 
diture which a completion of leeal formalities might 
entail, the council suspended hosilities in the law 
courts, and allowed the declarator to drop. Gradu- 
ally affairs at the hill got into the old groove. 
Aggressions by neighbours and periodic houndings 
and poindings of their stock were resumed and con- 
tinued; and in course of time the estates of Lauder 

* 9 July 1628— Morrison's Dictionary of Dedsiowi, p. 6886. 
The case is here cited as Town of Feebles v. Lady Halton. 
Had the Hon. Henry Erskine and John Clerk this decisiou 
in remembrance when they advised the Magistrates as to 
their legal rights in 1804? See Chambtrtf liittory, pp. 
310-1. 
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of Haltonn came into the possesBion of Marray of 
Cringletie. 

The new line of lairds have this to be said in 
their favour, in connection with their contests with 
and final triamph over the burgesses of Peebles in 
the law courts, that they were only attempting to 
establish a right to property ostensibly their own, 
seeing it was sitaated within the boundaries de- 
scribed in their titles. The history of Hamilton 
Hill, as we are now privileged to know it, they wei*e 
not conversant with, and they perhaps regarded the 
inhabitants of Peebles as a community of trouble- 
some and persistent trespassers. From their point of 
view, as put in one of the papers in a law process, 
** the town in the 17th century had set up pretensions 
to the property of Hamilton; and in the beginning of 
the 18th century they carried these pretensions to 
such an extent that the petitioners' predecessors 
raised an action of declarator against them."* The 
strained relationships existing betwixt the town and 
Cringletie, and resulting in the action jast referred 
to, culminated in one or two incidents which are 
dramatically mentioned in the council records — 
^*1714 — May 31 — The counsell having convened, and 
William Simsone, the tonne's herd of their property 
of Homilton, having represented to them that while 
he was keeping their ground, Alexander Murray, 
fiar of Cringletie, had come to him, and, without any 
offence or provocation given, did beat him over the 
head and face with a kaine, whereby he was wounded 
in the forehesd, and shewed them his blood, the 
oonnsell ordained fyve men out of each quarter, and 
baillie Jonkisone, to goe with their herd and bring 
in Alexander Qreive's sheep or nolt, if they be 
found on Hamilton, to the fleshmercate or Castlehill, 
and keep them till they give bond and cautione that 
they shall not pasture on Hamilton, belonging to the 
tonne in property, till the plea betwixt the toune 
and Cringletie be determined by law; and ordaines 
three men each day to wait on the herd in case he 
be assaulted. The baillie and party at their returne 
reported that upon thair approach Mr Murray fled, 
and drove off the sheep to his own lands of Over 
Kidstone, and took horse there and rode away 
towards Cringletie. Ordaines his beating of the 
tonnes herd to be consulted in the tonne's plea 
against Cringletie. June5— The counsell appointis 
James Brotberstaines, their clerk, to goe to Edin- 

* Petition of James Wolfe Murray, Esq. of Cringletie, 
Srd December 1808. 
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burgh Mid oonmlt faob lAwyer m iImII be thongbt 
needfol for defending their proper^ of Hamilton 
ageinit Marray of Crhigletie, elder and younger." 

The aetion thoa aet agoing had a different iarae 
from the one at Laader'a inetance, iUoatrating onoe 
more the gloriona nncertainty of the Iaw. Thoagh 
not entirely eztingnithed, the *' pretenrions " of the 
burgh got a ooniiderable damping: — 1717— Jan. 18^ 
** Their lordshipe foand that the charters produced 
in favonn of the town of Peebles from King James 
II. and King James IV. imported only a iervUude and 
not a property in the lands of Hamildown; and that 
the foresaid bounding in the charter produced by the 
pursuers in favours of their author, Alexander 
Lauder, younger of Haltoun, in the year 1610, being 
proven to comprehend the said lands of Hamildown 
Hill, with the seisin thereon, did convey the property 
of the said lands belonging to the said pursaers by 
the said charter and progress aforesaid; and found it 
proven that the town of Peebles had been in the 
immemorial ase of pastoring their cattle on the said 
lands, of casting feal and divot, and digging slate and 
stone within the same; and therefore found that by 
their right and possession aforesaid they had a servi- 
tude of pasturage, feal, and divot, and of winning 
slate and stone in the said lands: and declared and 
decerned the property of the said lands of Hamildown 
Hill to belong to the said pursuers, with the burden 
of the said servitude of the town of Peebles.^' By an 
after jadgment, dated 28th January 1720, the lords 
'* declare the property of the said lands of Hamil- 
down Hill to belong to the said Alexander Murray of 
Cringletie, parsner, with the burdens of the town of 
Peebles, the defenders, servitudes of common pastur- 
age, casting feal and divot, and of winning and 
digging slate and stone theirin."* 

The nature of the town's possession, subseqaent to 
those judgments, may be gathered from a few brief 
quotations from the evidence given in the 1808 
process:— James Simpson depones "that his father 
was tenant of the lands of Cademuir, Heathpool, and 
Winkston Commons, for twenty-six years, and he 
quitted about seventeen years ago. In the month of 
April his father was in use yearly to send sheep in 
the latter end of July or beginning of August to 
Hamildown Hill, where they pasture for two or 
three weeks.^' James Ker, weaver in.Peebles, " has 
known the sheep of Cadmuir being sent to pasture 

* These Judgment! are quoted in the Petition, 1806, be* 
fore referred to. 
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upon Hamildown Hill, lometinei by Tweed Bridge 
and Ouddy Bridge, wliioh is the direot roftd from 
Oadmnir to Hamildown Hill, and lometimei from 
Winkaton Common. The jM oattle of the inhabi- 
tants of the town of Peeblee were paitored on the 
hill. Andrew Andenon, weaver, hu neighboar in 
the old town, paatared hii hones and oattle (12 or 
15) on the hill.'' William Kerr, weaver, " has seen 
sheep passing from Oadmnir, by Tweed Bridge and 
Cuddy Bridge, to the Kirklands and from thence to 
Hamildown Hill; and has known the same sheep in 
bad weather oome down from Hamildown Hill to the 
Kirklands.*' William Robertson, cooper, '* has very 
ofte^ in the end of harvest and daring the winter, 
seen the sheep sent from Cadmair, by Tweed Bridge 
and Coddy Bridge, to Hamildown Hill, and they jast 

gassed the door of the house in which the deponent 
ves." 

With the termination of the tussle in 1808 the com- 
batants baried the hatchet, and its disinterment is 
not a likely event. What was considered worth 
fighting for in the first, is, on account of changes of 
circumstances and modes of living, not regarded as 
worth preserving in this the last decade of the 
centnr^. With a competent portion of Wishaw 
collieries and Ballaohulisn quarries wheeled to their 
gates, there is no demand by the inhabitants for 
native turf or slate; grazing ground is required only 
to a limited extent since sheep and kine no longer 
form the staple stock in trade of the burgesses; 
and the heather, pulled of old for roofing houses, 
bedding cattle, or burning witches, is not now indis- 
peD«abIe to their necessities. And then, to take the 
hill HS a whole, the Peebleans need not inconsulably 
lament that it is not theirs to sell or let or mortgltge so 
long as they are free to climb its sides, to wander in its 
holms, and inhale the healthful breeses that play 
about them. May the day be distant when privileges 
such as these cease to be enjoyed or come to be 
numbered amongst the things that have ** glided out 
of the burgh's possession 1" 
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XIV. 

Flood— Tree Bbidob— Schoolhoube in Bbidoe- 
GATK— Town Wall at North Port— Pbblhousk 

OF HUTCHEONFIELD— SMITHFIELD AND VeNLAW. 

In one of its effects — the removal of the "Tree" 
Bridge — the recent flood* seems to have had its proto- 
type in one which occurred in the antumn of 1631. 
Some of the ravages committed by that inundation 
are thus noticed in the burgh accounts: ** Gevin to 
James Haldanes twa sonnes for going along Tueidsyd 
to seiic the trie briggs and dailk thairof quhilk wer 
carryit away be the flood, 8s. Gevin to Thomas 
Lowes his sone for laveing of the schoole quhilk was 
full of water be the flood, 4^. For 200 faili (turfs) to 
lay the schoole flode whilk was innndit with the 
water, and for leiding and laying of the samyn, 128. 
Gevin for oarying the town ledder fra the Bordell- 
hawche quhilk wes tane away be the flood, to four 
men ilk ane ane groat, IGs. Gevin to James Haldin 
for repairing the end of the trie brigg and filling up 
the samyn with stanes and sand quhen it had bene 
undermyndit, for ane dayes wage and a half, 208. 
Gevin for carying of twa geists of the trie briggs that 
wes caryit away be the flood, from Swynehopehaugh, 
to James Williamsone and John Browne, ilk ane of 
them sixpence, lode 12^." 

The school above referred to as having been in- 
un'iated by the flood was probably part of the old 
tolbooth situated at the foot of the Bridget ate. In 
the printed records, under dates 1555 and 1571, will 
be found notices of the tolbooth having been ap- 
pointed as the place *' to tecbe the barnis in " (pp. 
214, 326 ) 

Tbe clerk was owner of ground bordering on the 
Bridgegate and he obtained permission to erect 
buildings facing that street :—'*^5r(2 May 1631— The 
counsall, convenit upoun the grund efter specifeit, 
hes geven libertie and fredome to Patrick Vaich, 
clerk of Peblis, to sett out ony new houssis to be bigit 
be him at his yaird f ut, and to extend the samen to 

* For an account of the great deluge of Monday, 2l8t 
September, see the Ped>leuhire A dvertiter of 26th Septem- 
ber 1891. 
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the Briggait, be leving ane fat braid of ffnmd betwixt 
the syde wall of bis said housis and the oalsay, for 
ane gutter and passage of the watter betwixt the 
said syde wall and oalsay." 

The town wall from the North Port to Cnddyside 
appears to have ran along and within the site of the 
existing lane opposite the entrance to the British 
Linen Company's old Bank. In 1630 the oouncil 
bargained for this part of the old fortification being 
kept in repair by a proprietor to whom had^ been 
conceded the privilege of asiog the wall in building 
his barn:— "i^eA August WSO—The haill coonsell 
hes ordanit John Williamsone, for the licence gevin 
be thame to him for bigging his house to the wall of 
the said burgh at the North Port (conforme to the 
said Johne his willing) to big, belt, aod repair the 
said toun wall baith upoun the syde of his yaird 
descending frome his heme to the wafcer, and thair- 
with the round and haill wall at the f ute of his yaird 
sa far as the samen gois, and that of ane competent 
heicht, and to pay the haill expenseis to be wairit 
thairupoun, the toun always finding the materiallia 
thairto." 

On the rounded front of the hill now forming part 
of Mailingsland farm, a position which commands a 
wide view of the surrounding country, stood the old 
peelhouse of Hutcheoufield. Viewed at distances 
from many places in the vicinity of Peebles, portions 
of the structure in a dilapidated condition, are 
still visible, but in the olden time it formed the 
residence and fortress of a valiant country laird. 
Disputes between the Horsbrughs of Uutcheonfield 
and their neighbours tbe Hays uf Smithfield more 
than once came under the cognizance of tbe privy 
council, in the register of which are contained some 
vivid narratives of encounters between them.* At 

* One of these cases may be noticed as a specimen. On 
27th June 1612 complaint was made to the Privv Council 
that Alexander Horsburgh of that ilk, and Alexander, 
Williaoj, and John, his bods, had never, during the last four 
yean, come a aile from their houses without pisiolets at 
their belts or hagbuts in their hands, and also ordinarily 
with swords. On a day of the month then current, while 
Hay was upon the lands of Sheilgrene, without company or 
armour, ** th&y (.the Horsburghs) all horsit, and went to the 

gairt quhair he was and as soon as they came in sicht of 
im, kuist thair doikls from thame, took their swords and 
pistolets in their hands, and with all their speed chased him 
a mile towards a house of his father, and had not he left his 
horse and taken him to his fute, having the commoditie 
and advantage of ane hill which was not very possible for 
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the wtaponsliawiiig in 1627 John Hontbragh is 
*' preient, for the liuidf of Hotohinfield, weil hortit, 
with collet, bnff ooat, tteil bonnet, lanoe end iword," 
wbile hie neighboor the Uird of Smithfteld, himielf 
absent, is repreeented by '* leven of bis men, hortit, 
with ftne futemsn, all with iwords and luioes." Au 
arrsDgement regarding pasturage between the laird 
of Hatoheonfield and the town coonoil in 1630 
indicates the existence of neighbourly relationship 
between the borgh and him at that iAmei—lOth Map 
16S0—" lioense is given to John Horsbmgh of Hat- 
cheonfteld to pasture twa handreth tcheip apon the 
Bister Commouo conforme to his applicationn till St 
Peters day {39th Jane) next; likas the said John 
Horsbmgh, present, aotit him to remove his saidis 
soheip thairfra at that Uk time." 

The present mansion honse of Venlaw, now under- 
going enlargement on an extensive scale, ocoapies the 
site of the old dwelling of the lairds of Smitbfield, by 
which name the place is designated in the records, 
Venlaw proper bemg then a possession of the bargh. 
16f7—'SeBf, 3 — '* Anent the sapplioation gevin in be 
Charles Pringill, chalmerlan to the laird of Smeith- 
field, for wynoing of oertane hay, trans^rted be 
him furth of the Oorsbame medow, perteining to the 
said laird of Smeithfeild, to the townes proper hill 
and landis of Venlaw, licence is grantit to him to 
wyn the samyn hay for this ane yeir daring the spaoe 
of fyftene dayis alanerlie, and thairefter the said 
Charles cans transport the samyn thairfra of his 
awin consent." 

thame on horsbak to wone, they had not faillit to have 
bIaqo him" 'I he proof was deflcient and the Uorsburghs 

got off scatheless; but a few dajs afterward<< the Laird of 
mithfleld. accompanied by hb sons and servants, took the 
law into their own hands, and avenged themselves upon 
their opponents by attacking and "deidlie" wounding their 
" cattail, scheip, and bestiail" and driving them off the com* 
monty of Qleniress. 
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XV. 

InOOBPOBATION OT WEAVBBEh-THB WaULKEBS— 

Thi Waulk Mill— Waulkbbs' HAuaH— 
Gipsibs or Eotftianb— Plathtg thb Pipis 
— aooounts, 1631-2. 

In royal borghs it used to be * common praotioe for 
memben of a particular oraft or trade to oombine 
together in one society and agree upon rules and 
regulations for the maoagement of their internal 
affairs, and on these rules being oonflrmed by the 
town counoil in a certain form the society attained 
the status of a legal incorporation, qualified to 
acquire and bold property, and endowed with Tarioufl 
privileges^ amongst whioh was usually included re- 
presentation at tbe oounoil board. The ** charter of 
incorporation ** granted by the town oounoil consisted 
simply of an act passed by them and recorded in tbe 
council record, to the o£9oial extract of whioh the 
burgh seal, otherwise termed the seal of cause, was 
affixed, a form of attestation which gave rise to the 
name by whioh the document is designated — a seal 
of cause. In Peebles the only incorporated trade 
represented on the town counoil was that of the 
weavers, though in 1713, when the masons, wrights, 
smiths, and glaziers were incorporated, it is stated 
in their petition that they " had never been incor- 
porated, albeit severall other trades were." What 
is here alluded to is probably the fact that besides 
incorporating the weavers the town counoil had ap- 
proved of rules and regulations nassed by the 
oordiners* (shoemakers) in 1669 and 1677, by tbe 
" men servants '* in 1674, and by the taUois in 1680. 
In these several rules (inolndiDg those of the masons, 
&0.), prominent provision was made for the keeping 

* Along with the supplication of the cordiners for the 
OeuDoil'8 sanction to the rules framed by them was pro- 
duced a certificate "bearing the same practicq to be in 
Edinburgh, Haddingtoun, LMierIc, and Gouper in Fjfe." In 
Lanark it may be mentioned there were seven incorporated 
tradea, vis., wrights and magons, smiths, tailors, shoe- 
makers, walkers, weavers, and glovers. The deacons of 
each of these crafts took part in tihe choice of magistrates^ 
and elected one of themseiyes to sit on the oeundl as deacon 
cQBVtiier. 
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of 9k eommon box and the making of oontribaiioni 
to it for the benefit of the dck and infirm. Power 
was alfo taken for the appointment of bozmastert and 
other oflBciali, bat no mention is made of a deaoon. 
The teal of caate generally' contained stringent con- 
ditions for securing to the crafts a monopolv of 
trade within the burgh, the serving of specified ap- 
prenticeships was stipulated for, the terms of ad- 
mission of new members were carefully guarded, 
and due precaution taken for the rejection of un- 
skilful workmen and workmanship. Then in pre- 
Beformation times there was provision made for the 
performance of divine service in honour of a tutelar 
saint. St Servanns, or Serf, one of the pioneer 
apostles of Christianity in this country, and the 
reputed instructor of Kentigern, was the patron to 
whom the websters offered oblations. 

On 26tb January 1629 there was '*prodnoit be 
John Edmond, deacon of the wobsteris, thair seill of 
cans grantit be the pioveist, balyeis, and counsel of 
Peblis for the tyme to thame, daitit and seillit with 
the tonus commoun seill, the last of February 1563." 
It may be that this was the first formal incorpora- 
tion of the websters, though they must have been 
working under some sort of organisation previously. 
In 1556 the members of the craft were directed to 
have all their weights made conform to those of 
Edinburgh, to put out suflBcient work, and to take 
payment for it on the scale in use there. 1561 the 
council authorised the craft to choose a deacon 
yearly, conform to the practice in other burghs, and 
specially Dundee and Edinburgh. A deacon was 
elected accordingly, one of his functions being the 
collection from the members of *' thair wolklie 
{weekly) penny to be distribute be sycht of the 
baillies to the pure (poor) folkis." A couple of 
years previously (25th Jane 1559), there is noticed 
in the printed records an indenture, whereby John 
Broderstanis, in Winkston, apprenticed his son 
James to Thomas Tueddall, '* teztoar " (weaver), for 
a period of seven years, with the curious condition 
that if James shoald die within that period his 
brother and sister, if in life, should succeed to the 
apprenticeship. A premium of £6 Scots was to be 
paid to the weaver, who on his part became bound 
to teach or "leir the said James, or ony succedand 
in his place, all the poyntis of his craft, conforme to 
thair capacite, and sail sustene him or' thame suffi- 
cientlie in melt and drink, as use of prenteuschip is, 
and famis him or thame quhllk luooedif, yerelie, 
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dnriDg saidia vij yerif, ftne sark." Thif was jast on 
the eve of the Keiormfttion, bat altars were still in 
situ and obaplains reqniring anstenance, and the 
stipnlaticn was made ^'tbat the said John pay to 
the serrioe of Sanot Severan ane pand of vralz (wax) 
and ane pitschare of aUe." Two years hence and a 
donation snob as tbis, or rather its equivalent in 
valae, would likely have fallen to the ** pare." 

The deacon of weavers, who was elected out of a 
leet of six persons made by the trade and shortened 
to three by tbe magistrates, continued to have a seat 
at tbe council board down to the passing of the 
Municipal Reform Act of 1832; but this was subject 
to an interruption of about thirty years, during 
which time tbe craft was municipally disfranchised on 
account of the personal fault of a deacon. The 
privilege was restored in 1703, on a supplication 
being given in to that effect by William Chambers, 
deacon of the trade at the time. 

In supervising the affairs of the craft tbe deacon 
held courts, but for these the sanction of a magistrate 
was required: — SOth October Jf6^^>—" Discharges the 
deacon to hold Courtis without ane baillie, and to 
produce thair seill of cans, gif ony thay half, this 
day XV dayis." i$nd August 1626—** The haill 
counsell ratifies the act maid be the wobsteris con- 
tenit in ane court baldin be thame with umqnhile 
Martene Hay, ane of the bailyeis of Peblis for the 
tyme, in favouris of the walkeris of this burgb, of 
the dait 25th November 1569; and ordanis that for 
ilk failye the contravenar sail pay fyve pundis but 
mitigatioun." The seal of cause and old minute 
book of the weaver craft, could they now be found, 
would afford some curious glimpses into trade affairs 
in the olden time, but probably they have long ago 
disappeared from view. 

Olosely allied to the weavers in trade affairs were 
the waulkers or fullers of cloth. Before the era of 
tweed factories, and in the handloom and ** customer 
weaver'' days, as many Peebleans will well recollect, 
the Waulk Mill was in full swing at Damdale on a 
site now occupied by an extensive tweed factory. 
Tbis waulk milne. whicb in its day had displaced the 
**auld corn mill" on '* Peblis Water." was not the 
first of its kind in tbe burgh. So far back as 1482 
there was a ** walk myln standand on the south 
side of the burgh at the est end of Tued Grene." In 
that year the mill was set in tack to a chaplain and 
his brother, for their lifetimes, at a rent of three 
merks yearly, to be paid not to the town treasury 
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bat to the servioe of St John's altar in the parish 
kirk. The same cauld and lade aerved both for the 
Rood Mill, sitnated above Tweed Bridge, "under 
the Gaatelhyl,"* and for the waalk mill, and in the 
tackt provision was made for regulating the supply 
of water between them. The mill seems to have 
been In good working order in 1562, as three joint 
tacksmen who then entered into possession '*oon- 
fessit that the walk miloe wes als guid andlsuffioient 
ane milae as wes in all Scotland," and they became 
bound to "leif hir as gude at the isohe of thair 
takkis." 

The waulkers, like their brethren in the other 
trades, enjoyed a monopoly in the burgh :—5ih De- 
cember 16Zo—**l% is statute be the haill counsell that 
quhasoever within this burgh sail tak ony wobbis to 
be walkit at ony utber walkmylne nor the walk- 
niylne of this burgh, and be the walkeris thairof, 
they alwayis doing thair dewtie, that the persone or 
persones qnha salhappin to contravene this act sail 
pay to the saidis walkeris for thair loissis fourtie 
pennies for ilk elne thairof, ezceptand alwayes furth 
of the present act sick claith as salbe littit and 
walkit in claith in Edinburgh/' 

In 1632 and subsequently, a James Frank was 
tacksman of the wauk mill, paying for it and a piece 
of adjacent land a yearly rent of £32 Scots. The 
following conditions are taken from what seems to 
be the scroll of a lease to Frank and a partner :— 
"The council set to James Frank and James 
Tueddell, proportionallie between them, all and haill 
the walk mylne of the burgh of Peblii, wytb houssis 
and Undis perteining thairto, oallit the Walkeris 
landis, presently possest be the said James Frank, 
with the half of the mylne dam and wateris ryniog 
thairintill, half cauU thairof, and. haill privileges and 
pertinentis perteining and belanging to the said 
walkmylne and landis thairof." The tacksmen were 
bound ** to build and repair the said walkmylne with 
ane sufficient stock, quneillis, axetries of aik, with 
irne and all utheris necessaris pertening thairto, and 
to upheld the samyn snfficientli daring the said 
spaice. Ahd that they and ilkane of thame sail haif 
ane guid and sufficient servant man and hors for 
working at the said walkmylne, uphalding thairof, 
and inlaying, fortifelng, and menteyning thair pairt 
of the caull, convoying the wateris thairto, and sail 

* This mill is^'supposed to havs been erected about the 
year 1461. See printed Records, p. 1S9. 
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fornisch and find guid and miffioient qaalifeit ser- 
vantis for working of thalr warkis and claithU 
houestlie and anbatantioaslie, pleislng the owneris 
tbairof to thair best and maist proneit and oom- 
moditie, that na complaint be maid of thame nor 
ony of thame." The act of 1625, above quoted, was 
ratified, and the council bound themselves to put it 
to due execution. The lands let along with the mill 
were those situated to the eastward of Tweed Green, 
and still known by the name of Walkers* Haugh.^ 

In the statute book there are many fulminations 
against the wandering tribes known as gypsies or 
Egyptians, and the privy council had in 1630 issued 
a stringent order for their suppression. Peebles, it is 
noticed, received a visit from some members of the 
proscribed fraternity :~S7«^ July 1634 — "Comperit 
Walter Scott, burges of Peblis, and being ohallengit 
for resetting in his hous and beiring cumpanie with 
the Egipsianes at divers tymes within thir sex 
onkis (weeks) bygane, grantit they war tua severall 
dayis in his hous in his cumpanie and not in ony 
nioht; and that thair was thrie men of thame and 
na women. Denyit hying of ony geir from thame. 
Ordanes him to compeir heir this day xv dayis. 
Comperit lykwyis John Pringill, younger, and being 
cballengit for banting and frequeating with the 
Egiptianes this sex oulkis last, grantit he was with 
thame and playit at the pennie stane upone Tueid 
Greine; denyit he was with thame within the toun, 
and that he ooft na thing from thame. Oontinuit to 
this day xv dayis.*' The *' pennie stane " was a quoit 
of stone, or a flat stone used instead of a quoit, and 
the playing with these is said to have been a common 
game it\ the country. The accusations against Scott 
and Pringill are not further referred te in the 
records. 

In the dearth of private chronometers the opening 
and close of the day were ordinarily announced to 
the inhabitants by ringing of bells or beating of the 
drum; but the rousing strains of the bagpipes were 
also called into requisition : — 20th Nov. 1634 — 
"Robert Thomsone, burges of Peblis, become cau- 
tioner for John Layng, toune piper, that he sail 
daylie and ilk day, at four hourls at morne and aucht 
houris at evin, play throughe the toune with his grit 

Eype till Mertimes 1635; and that he sail not absent 
imself nor scip dyottis therof during that space 
without ane laufuU excuise and leave of the provest 
and bailyies; and that under the paine of tua 
schillingis money for ilk dyot and skip.^' 
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The fullowing itema are takea from the acooants 
for year to mchtieimM 1632 : — 1631 — Oa, IB— 
** Gevine to aoe poore man, William Doaglaa, with 
four amall bamea, 128. 16Sz^ Ge vin for fi ve chapines 
wyne and a breid with the proveat, bailliea, and 
John Frank, when the palpet wea oompleit, Sis. 
Gevin to John Brown for tua drawcht of bent and 
ane barding of bent to straw the schoole, 18s. Grevin 
to Thomas Ewmond's lad to bny ane doubill cate- 
chiame, 40d. To ane Irischman and ane Iriach- 
woman, with sex children, 128. For ane stand of 
clothis to Charles Cleg, drummer, and for furnisohing 
thairto and making of the samyn, £5, 10s. To John 
Plenderlaith for mending of ane lock of the yett of 
the fleschmercatt and making ane key thairto (the 
key being tint be the fleshers), Gs. To James Haldin 
for bigging the fleschmercat, 16 merks. Gevin to 
him ane dayis wage for redding the Deanes Wynd, 
13s. 4d. To John Tuedie, merchand, for 250 naillis 
to the Heschmercat, 33s. 4d. To James Haldin for 
taking down the aald pulpitt and helping to sett up 
the new pulpett, £6. To John Taedie for 25 naillis 
to naill the bottom of the palpitt in the chappell, and 
Mr Andro his seat, 38. 4a. Item, for 20 daillis and 
20 geists to the chappell, £24. Item, that day that 
the proveet, baillies, and uthers sichtit Winkstoun 
Commoun, thair was spent be thame at thair returne, 
16s. To Cristiane Hay that wes spent be the provest 
and uthers on a tyme quhen they sichtit some writts 
concerning the toun, 54s. Gevin to Thomas Craw- 
ford for wryting ane precept of wairning at the 
towns instance aganes certane persones in the town 
and for reiding thairof at the kirk dure, Ss. Gevin 
to thrie sodgeris, ilk ane of them ane groat, 128. 
Item, at weying of the cnpe [" Trinitie race " cup; 
see Gleanings No. X.], in Patrik Vaitches, with the 
baillie and Mr Alexander Hay, ane muchkin of seek 
and ane chopin clairet wyne, 12s. Gevin, at direo- 
tioun of the provest, to ane learnit young man callit 
William Lumbie, 12s. June 29 — To ane Irishman 
mntilat of the hand, Gs. For ane new drum and for 
to putt tua new heidis on the auld drum, £11. For 
oarying the auld drum to Edinburgh, 12s. For four 
geists to bo formes to the chappell loft, 48s. ; for thair 
oariage, 328. For casting o! 5300 devotts to theik 
the towns houssis, 58s. For four load of lyme to 
mend the auld north port, 32s. Gevin to the com- 
pryssers who compryssit the corne that wes eatten be 
the goods of Kidstoun on Hammiltoun hill, thrie 
quairta aill and breid, Ss. Gevin for raising of 
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summonds aganes Patrik Ballo and his mother about 
the aiker of land in Akerfield, 2 merks. Sep. 15— 
GoTin to Mr John Skene for ane saipeniionn aganes 
Bryce Sempill, and for lawborrowes raising aganes 
him and ather persones, being 21 persones, and 
getting ane cautioner in the snspensioan acoeptit, 
£10, 3b. To Andro Hay for wryting the biJls and 
letters thairapon, £4. Item, to his man of drinksilver, 
12s. Gevin to ane post to go to my lord Kilcrigb 
[Seton of Kilcreach, a Court of Session judge], to get 
the billis past, wha was absent, 128. Gevin for wyne 
that wes drunk with the sheref in Gristiane Ghisholmes 
that day decreit wes gottin aganes the eaters of the 
come on Hammiltoun, 568. 6d. [The council had, on 
10th September, instructed "the thesaurer to per- 
sen for the eittin comes upone Hammiltoun Hill, 
destroyit be the tennentis of Over Kidstoun, Chapel- 
hill, and Edstoun, befoir the sheriff."] Gevin to ane 
auld schoolemaister callit Daniell Johnstoun, Ss. 
Item, I being direct to Edinburgh, on 20th Nov., to 
stabill ane advocat aganes Bryce Sempell, and to' 
tak ordour with James Tuedie, I establishit Mr David 
Primros and gave him twa doUouris, £5, 16s. Item, 
at ane consultatioun with the advooat, twa chapines 
wyne and a breid, lis. Item, for paper and ink to 
the wryting of the compts sen my en trie, 6s. 8d." 
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XVI. 

Ths Stkbple and its Usbs— Jailob and Kbepse 
— Pbisonkbs— Obioin of Buboh—Old and 
New Town— Vbnnel fbom Old Town to 
**Pjeblis" Watbb— Ushkb'b Wynd— Hobsb 
Bacb and THB Bell— Mabbiaoes on Mabket 
Days— Accounts, 1632-3. 

Tub erection of the tower attached to the Chapel of 
the Virgin Mary at the west end of the High Street, 
** the bygin of the atepyi at the chapel gayl " (gable), 
as it was expressed in the records, was a work which 
occupied the attention of the burgh authorities in the 
closing years of the 15th century. Between 1488 and 
1494 there are notices of bargesses, on their admission, 
being required to contribute, some of them quantities 
of material, such as lime, stone, and iron, and others 
labour, such as " ijw schillingis of wark," while pay- 
ments also occar for erecting the building, for 
** thekyn " it and fitting in benches; and when the 
structure was approaching completion (1494) a con- 
tract is entered into with Thomas Boyle for executing 
all the wood and iron work not yet made, "that is to 
say, durris, wyndois, plantearis, loftis, clausuris, all 
lokkis, snekis, and all the irne wark and treyn (wood) 
wark neidful; and he sail mak the ruf of the turn- 
greys (winding stair) completly, al to the thekyn.'* 
Then as a finishing touch in 1496, the admission 
daes of a burgess are '* gevyn to the glasyn of the 
west wyndo of the stepil at the chapell gavil."* 

* Printed Records, pp 193-7— In secarity of the " deuteis " 
ot the burgess last referred to there is pledged a '* berne at 
the chapel gavill at the est end of the Castlehill." .If by this 
is meant that a barn also was attached to the chapel wall the 
character of the buildings there was aot wanting in variety. 
A priest, too, appears to have had a house in the vicinity:— 
30th Jan. 1476—*' The balyeis passit to the west end of the 
said burgh, and at the est end of the castle hyll, and at 
the south end of person (parson) hous, and tuk up erd and 
Stan (earth and stone) on that samyng grond and lad it in 
the hands of Will of Elphynston, and gaf tyll hym sesyng 
(possession) of xliiij fut of lenth, begynnand at the &outh 
end of personis hous and met (measured) down towart Twed 
and the wydnes of personis hous, . . . and tiie foresaid 
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Uaed M tk prison, as m wftioh tower and plaoe of 
defence, and fitted up with bells and a clock, the 
steeple was for many years under the charge of 
keepers bearing the surname oi Frank, presumably 
sucoessive generations of the same family. James 
Frank in 1556, Andrew in 1570, and John in 1623-32 
are noticed in the records. John Frank was succeeded 
by John Bobene, whose appointment contains inter- 
esting particulars as to the routine of his office and 
the appliances connected with it: — 10th September 
163S — In presence of John Lowes, provest, Alexander 
Mure and Patrik Thomsone, bailyies, comperit 
personallie John Robeine, burges, and being creat, 
ressavit, swome, and admittit of new [he had been 
first admitted on 5th March], javillour (jailor) and 
kepar of the stepill and javill houssis and tolbuith of 
the said brughe, and keepar, guydar, and rewlar of 
the knok thairof, and to ring the bellis of the samyn 
at the ordinar tymes accustomit and appoint! t to 
umquhile John Frank, last keepar and guydar of the 
said stepill and knok, immediatlie befoir his deceis, 
and he acoeptand the saidis offices in and upon him, 
being sworne be the saidis provest and bailyies. hes 
gevin his great aith of fidelitie thairintill, and for 
thankfull and tymous service in the samyn at all 
occasiounes, alsueill nicht as day, and that he salbe 
comptable for whatsumever persoune or persounes 
that Sfdl happin to be arreistit or committit in waird 
thairintill till they be laufullie and ordourlie f red and 
relevit furth thairof; and for that efiPect he sail have 
ane bulk to be markit and subsoryvit be the provest, 
bailyeis, and clerk of the said burghe, quhairintill he 
sail insert everie persounes name to be committit in 
the said waird, at quhais instance they salbe committit 
or arreistit, the particular caus or sowme of money 
for the qahilkis they are or salbe arreistit, as also the 
manor of thair relief furth of waird, bearing the 
name of the magistrat and pairtie, commander or 
causer of thair relief, with the cans and reassoune 
thairof. Lykas the said John Bobeine grantes him 
to halve resseavit in his custodie and keeping the 
lockes, keyis, yrones, and utheris underwritten, viz., 
the great kie of the lock of the utter (outer) yett of 
the steepill, the kie of the lock of the doore at the 
fute of the turnepyk thairof, the kie of the lock of 
the doore of that house thairin callit the cowmmoune 
hous, the kie of the lock of that doore of the house 

Wylyam sail pay 189. of anuell be yeir to St James altar in 
the Me kyrk to pray for our sovemin lord the Kyng and the 
<^ueen, and for the Weill of the said burgh." 
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oalllt Haile Grayes hont thair, the kie of the look of 
the doore in the midstair or turnepyk thairof ; item, 
the kie of the knockhoas doore thairof; item, the 
kie of the lock of the oatehott besyd the knock; 
item, the kie of the look of the bell hens thair; item, 
the kye of the doore of BrokishoU; item, thrie hing- 
ing lockea with the kies thairof; item, ane lang 
gad* of yroTi, with tuelf schakelles thairnpon; item, 
ane pair of stocks of trie. Qahilkis yrooes and 
ntheris abovewritten the said John Robeine as 
principal!, and his cautioneris underwrittin, obleissis 
thame conjunctlie and severallie, thair aires and 
execntoaris, to make furthcummand and delyForance 
to the saidis provost, bailyies, and counsall, and thair 
saccessouris, at the feast and terme of Wbifcsonday 
nixt, 1633." 

The *'commoune hons" or hall in the steeple 
seems to have been an apartment which prisoners 
were in special circumstances privileged to freqaent: 
—10th November 1698— ** The haill counsell hes 
licenciat James Broderstanes to haif access to the 
commoun hall of the stepill ilk day betuixt ten 
houris befoir none and thrie houris efter none till the 
counsell tak sum f order cours anent his liberation." 

Of the guests for whose entertainment provision 
was thus made a few particulars may be quoted:— 
1633— Jan. 28— ** John Brown, at the Eist Poirt, 
accusit for drawing of ane ait stak pertening to John 
Oleghorne, standing in the yaird of Thomas Young 
thair, denyit the samyn; and thairefter John Hors- 
bruik, being sworne, avowit he saw him draw the 
samyn upon Fryday last at nioht, and caryit the 
samyn till his awin heme on the other syd of the 
gait. Ordanes John Brown to be wairdit in the 
stepill, thairin to remane till Tysday cum aucht 
dayis, and than not to be relevit till he pay to the 
theasurer ten pundis, and than to be put ather in 
the irnes or stockis at the mercat croce, and bring 
the comes bund besyd him, and remane in the 
saidis stockis fra ten houris befoir none till four 
houris efter none. And gif the lyk fait be fund and 
tryit on him he to suffer death, of his awin consent. 
April 1 — Ordanes Patrik Bullo to be put in the 
irnes presentlie, thairin to remane anlowsit out till 
this day aucht dayis for wrang done be him to the 
bailyie. Ordanes Oristian Bobesone to enter in 
waird in the stepill, thairin to remane till scho pay 

* « Qad," ail iron rod with rings or shackle3 attached to 
which prisoners were fastened. 
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ane dolour for misreporting of the oounsell. Nov, 18 
— Anent the generall complaint maid of certane in- 
habitants for raining out, misoalling, and baning of 
the brekeria of the taxatioun,* ordanes the proveist 
and bailyeis to cans warne all tbeae raillaris in the 
stepill. thairin to remane fourtie-aaoht hourii. Dec. 
^— Com petit Adam Newton and being challengit 
for ateilling the blnnkettis of his awin bed, being 
then servant to umqahile Margaret Chisholme, and 
of ane harrow pertening to John Williamsone, and 
of ane mutour stand pertening to Miohell Newtoun, 
bis brother, and of sum hedder pertening to Bessie 
Broderstaoes, grantit the samyn and cummes in 
will." Whether or not Adam expiated his offences 
in durance vile the record saith not. Perhapp, re- 
pentant, he turned over a new leaf, and lived honest- 
ly ever after, but it is unfortunate that the only 
episode in bis career which has come duwn to pos- 
terity is so little tn his credit. 

It is noticeable that in the older records what is 
now the west end of the High Street is referred to as 
the west end of the burgh. This practice points to 
what there is much reason to believe is the fact that 
the original burgesses of Peebles, to whom the sover- 
eigns gave charters with corporate privileges and 
grants of lands, were those who held "stob and 
staik "t in the new town. The " natives " of the Old 
Town, who, in the days before the first David was king, 
celebrated divine worship in the church of "Pobles** 
and tilled the carucate of land belonging to it, con- 
sisted of churchmen and their dependants; and had it 
not been that successive Scottish kings discovered in 
the neighbourhood of the church a residence suited 
to the requirements both of goverment and pleasure, 
Pobles would perhaps never have attained higher 
rank than have its rural neighbours Stoboo and 
Penjacob. At an early period the two divisions were 
regarded as parts of the same whole, but for a long 
time the Old Town is mentioned in the records as the 
district ** beyond the watter " (1465 et seq.) The 
principal street was called the **gait passand fra 
Peblis brig to Sant Andro's Eyrk *' (1481 and 1498.) 
There had been thus early, in addition to the primi- 

* A heavy tax levied in 1083 by the parliament which 
was held on the occasion of the first visit of Charles to 
Rcntltind after his acceasion. To this parliament James 
Williamsoue was the commissioner appointed to represent 
the burgh of Peebles. 

fAn ancient expression, meaning that each burgess 
Should have a permanent residence in the burgh. 
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tiTe liraotnre at the foot of the Briggait, a bridge 
spanniDg the stream at the point where the present 
one connects the High Street with the Old Town. 
PrevioQS to the first bridge being erected there it is 
probable that, on account of the steep aclivity on the 
south side, before the Gastlehill got its neck filed 
down, the west end of the burgh was reached b^ a 
ford across Peblis water (there was then no impounding 
cauld), reached by the south lane forming a cuntinua- 
tion of the Leidgate. This lane is referred to in the 
description of a piece of ground embracing the site of 
what may now, in view of the approaching migration, 
be termed the old West U.P. Oburch :—8th July 
1660—** Frere Gilbert Broune, minister of the Croce 
Kirk of Peblis, with consent of the convent of the 
samin, viz., of freris (friars) John Kobyn, Thomas 
Smyth, John Newtoun, and James Lowys. religious 
men. passit to thair land and biggin callit Hannykyn 
kill steid. and yard of the samin, lyaud within the 
burgh of Peblis in the Auld Tonne, on the south syde 
of the samyn, betuiz the comon vvnell passand to 
Peblis water on the est part, Peblis water on the 
south part, and the King*s street on the north part; 
and thair the said Gilbert Broune, with consent of 
the said convent,'* resigned the property in favour of 
**Nicholl Vache, burges of Peblis, and Margreit Smyth, 
his spous.*' An adjacent " waist land lyand in the 
auld toune," also extending between *' Peblis water 
on the south and the King's oalsay on the north," was 
at same time transferred to Yache and his spouse, 
who thereby became liable for payment of the 
"dewite and annnellis auld usit and wont to the 
baillies, counsale, and communite." In the town's 
rent roll in 1498 the property appears as " Sir John 
Hannikyns [or Hammksins as printed] land beyound 
the water, of his kill, xzd. yerly." In a rental of 
1550 it is entered as ** Sir John Hannikyn land, now 
the Croce Kyrkis, xxd." 

Another vennel, called in old maps Usher's Wynd, 
leading from the Northgait towards '* Peblis " water, 
and doubtless by a ford to the *' auld come miln," 
is sometimes noticed in the records. In the follow- 
ing extract the origin of the name is satisfactorily 
accounted for : — ** 6th Oct, 160S— Gilbert Wilyheson, 
burges of Peblis, passit to the land and tenement of 
Jhone Hwschar [Usher] Hand in the said burgh in the 
Northgait, on the west sid, betulx the land of George 
Young on the south pairt and the comone venaU 
strekand to Peblis watter on the north pairt, and 
thair the said Gilbert gaif up and reiigmt ** 8s. of 
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Annual rent (payable to him f urth of the property), 
in favour of the minister and convent of the ' ' Haly 
OrosB kirk of Peblii," for which they were ** to do 
yearly ane annivenair for the said Gilbert and his 
spous the day of his deceia, with dirige at evensong 
and messes on the mome." 

The winners of the bell at the annual horse race 
usually returned it with an augmentation:—'^ May 
1636 — **In presence of the pro vest and bailyies of 
the said brughe, comperit Cfbarles Pringle, burgee 
of Pebles, and become cautioner for Sir Johnne 
Seytoune of Sanct Germanes, quha haifing this day 
be his horse win the bell of Pebles with the name 
and armes of my lord earle of Traquair, in anno 1634, 
with ane lyttlo bell augmented therto be John 
Hamiltoune of the Ness, in anno 1628, with ane 
uther bell augmented therto be Johnne Soott of 
Hundilshoipe, in anno 1630, the said bell being also 
win be umquhile Sir Archibald Murray of Black- 
baronie, knicht, with his name and armes, togither 
also with ane plaitt of silver, also appendit to the 
said bell, bearand — * Win bo me, Robert Pringle of 
Blindlie, 1632;' the said beU and haill pendicles ther- 
of all weyand 13} unce silver. Quhilk bell and 
pendicles the said Charles Pringill obleissis him to 
produce befoir the provest and ballyeb upoun the 
lourt or fyft dayes of Maij nixtocum, togither with 
the augmentatione thairto at the said Sir John his 
pleasure." 4th May 1BS6 — William Govane, in Gar- 
dronna, is caution in like manner for John Dalyell 
of Newtoune, whose horse this year had won the 
bell. The bell, " with taa uther lyttle bells and tua 
uther pendicles," now weighed 14} ounces. 

The celebration of marriages on market days seems 
to have been prohibited by the presbytery: — 1635 — 
December fSt — " William Stewinsone, in Kailyeo, 
actit himself to produce befoir the moderator and 
remanent brethrene of the presbiterie of Peblis, in 
thair meeting to be hsldin on the last day of Decem- 
ber, £10, and that for transgressing of ane act of the 
said presbyterie, maid and done be Walter Scheell in 
Kailyeo, in appoynting the marriage of his docbter 
with Thomas Heckfurd, in Innerleithen, to be this 
present day being the mercate day of this burghe of 
Peblis, and sua oontrair the said act." 

Selections from accounts, l&S^Si—ieSB—Dec. 10 
— "Being directed to Edinbar^h for calling the 
suspensioun contra Bryce Sempill, I remanit four 
dayes, £6. Dec, IB— Ho James Haldin for mending 
sum holes in the tolbnitb, 26b 8d; item, for 50 naillis 
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therto, 6« 8d; for oarrying lolaittis from the aald 
kirk and If me from Taeid brig, 4i. ISSS—Jan. 8-^ 
To Alexander Ewmond to bar ane catechise, 8d. 
Jan. 11— To Thomas Bell, Hector and Mergerat 
Dikisones, to buy everie ane of thame ane catechise, 
2b. Jan. 14 — I being directed to Edinburgh for 
taking bak the toons proces from Mr William §cottis 
chalmer and delyvering again to Mr Harie, and 
calling the samyn, and baying of timber for the 
cbappell and tonnis lodgeing, being four dayis re- 
maining, £6. Payit to John Rewle for 24 daillis, 
£12. Item, for tua tries to the chapp<'ll for bandis 
to the saitis thair, 408. Item, for the cariage therof 
and cnstome, £6 2s. Jan, ti—To John Stoddart 
for mending the locke of the cbappell doore and 
keye therto, Os 8d. Item, for fyve faddome of 
towis to the steipill bell, and for buckliag the 
toung therof, Ss 4d. February— Item ^ when the 
merchdes betnix Mr Hewe Ker and the toon wer 
visited and layed in, with the provost, baillies, and 
▼isitonris, 408. Item, to the provost, being directed 
to m^ lord Traquair for Pait Bullo his busines, he 
remainit fonr dayis, three dollouris, £8, 148. To 
James Haddane lor the mending of the stockis, 6i. 
8d. Item, for helping to lift up and doun the portes, 
13s. 4d. Item, agreed with James Haddone for 
mending the saides portes, £10. Given to Patrike 
Yaitche for extract of the townes valuatioun, £4. 
Item, to his man in drynk silver, Ss. Feb. t6—l 
being directed to Edinburgh for calling of Pait 
Bnlloe*s waikning and agreeing with the knok maker, 
remaining four dayes, £6. Item, with him and 
James Williamsone, at onr agreement, 1 pynt of 
wyne, lOs. Item, for building the salt in the 
chaippell, £10, Ids. 4d. Item, to myself directed to 
seik the sklaiter throu Brochtoun, Glen w home, and 
Dmmmalyer, 30s. Item, the provest and baillies at 
agriement with him, 24s. To James Haddane for 
taking doun of the orelege bred (clock dial), SOs.; for 
taking doun therof 8 faddome towis, 13s. 4d. April 
4— At Edinburgh for staying of Mr Bobert Burnetis 
signatour, 3 dayes, £3 lOs. [Burnet of Gringletie, 
successor of the laird of Haltoun, had at this time 
disputes with the town as to Hammilton Hill and 
Kidston.] With the knok-maker to cans exped 
the bred of the orlege, a pynt of wyne, lOs. To 
ane boy to go to Skirling to stay the sklaiter 
who was appointed to come, lOs. Item, to 
William TempiU's dochter, ane of the spinsters, 
248. [In May and June 1633 authority was 
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given for "the taking of ane hoai for the mistreu 
and bairnes of the lytill qaheill to be erectit for 
leirning of the young anei of this barghe to ipyn.'*! 
For a thoasand sklaitt to the chaippell and tolbuith, 
£7. Item, to the iklaitter for his feye, 138. 4d. To 
the knokmaker for his waiges, £23, os. 8d. ; item, to 
his man in drynk silver, 288. ; item, the provest and 
baillies in Patrik Vaitohes at his bonaila, 24s. ; item, 
for ane hyred naig to him f ra Edinburgh to this town, 
328.; item, for a naig to carie him haime, 24s.; item, 
for his interteiumeent heir aucht dayis, with his man 
and his horse and ane uther man the first nycht, £8, 
lOs. Item, for fyreing the knocke and making the 
compter paisse to the hand and for thrie yron wairds 
to the horologe bred, ISs. 4d. For taa rigging stanes 
to the ohapell, 24s. For laying in of the oauU and 
casting the dame, £6, I3s. 4d. For carieing a myll- 
stone fra the auld mylne to the rood mylne, being a 
dasoun of men, 20s. To the carter for carieing the 
staine out of the rood myloe to the auld mylne, 48s. 
To Isobell Brotherstains, when the provost and baillies 
took the bous fray William Porteous to the spinners, 
17s. 4<i. To James Haldane for setting on a lock on 
the commouD kist, 2s. 8d.; item, a kandill to set it 
on, 4d. Item, at command of the provost and 
baillies when the commissioners for parliament and 
borowis was seiled, 48s.; item, a candill at the seal- 
ing thairof, 4d. Two candill at the seiking out of 
King James cbartour furth of the kist, 8d. Item, to 
ane boy that brocbt the Frenche woman, 36s. To 
Steine Thomesone and Andro Frank who brocht haime 
the wheile for spinning. 408. To Marione Stodderts 
lasse, spinster, 128.; item, four of the spinster lasses, 
48s.; item, to Obarles Portes las, 128.; item, a load of 
peitis to the Frenche woman, Ss. Item, in Patrik 
Yaitcbes houi when the letters wer written to the 
byscbope. [As to other communications with the 
bishop see printed Records, p. 418.] For chaingeing 
of seiven doUouris in gold and Inglische testans, ISs. 
To James Williamsone, commissioner for the parlia- 
ment, £66, 138. 44. To the post that brooht the pre- 
cept for the parliament, 248. ' 
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XVII. 

St Lbomabd's Hospital ~ Almshouse — Endow- 
MSNTs OF St Mabt's Chapel— Corn and 
Waulk Mills of Inneblbithbn — Thomas- 
hauoh ob kirnbhauoh— hlllhodses. 

John Spottiswood of that Ilk, advocate, compiled, 
and hit son, in 1724, published ** An Account of all the 
Keligious Houses that were in Scotland at the time 
of the Reformation," in which were enumerated 
twenty-eight hospitals, all governed by a superior 
called Magitter or Master, partaking of a religious 
character, and used for the purposes of receiving 
strangers and pilgrims and for maintaining poor and 
infirm people. This list of hospitals did not profess 
to be a complete one, and, indeed, as subsequent 
investigations have shown, such institutions, like 
churches and chapels, to which they were beneficent 
auxiUaries, were distributed in considerable numbers 
throughout the land. Three of the hospitals men- 
tioned by Spottiswood were dedicated to St Leonard, 
and were said to be situated near the towns of 
Edinburgh, Lanark, and Peebles respectively; and a 
fourth, under the same patronage, is now known to 
have been located in the outskirts of Perth. St 
Leonard, the founder of a famous monastery, was 
of noble parentage and brought up in the court of 
Ciovis, the first "Most Christian King" of the 
Franks. Becoming a monk, he occupied a forest 
retreat, where on one occasion his skilful services to- 
wards the Queen, when taken suddenly ill while on a 
hunting expedition in company with her royal 
consort, were rewarded by an extensive grant of land. 
Noted also for his charity towards captives and 
prisoners, with the reputation of having worked 
miracles on their behalf, St Leonard is usually repre- 
sented in paintings and other works of art as holding 
chains and fetters; and it was doubtless on account of 
the estimation in which he was held as a succourer of 
the distressed that he became a favourite guardian 
saint of hospitals. 

Spottiswood got his information regarding the 
Peebles hospital from a charter, dated 26th July 1427, 
whereby King James I. granted to his confessor, 
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David Rait, of the Order of Preaohing Friftn, the 
hnopital of St Leooard, near the town of Peblii (juxta 
viiiam de Pehlit) the mastership of which was vacant 
by promotion of George of Lawedre to the 
bishopric of Argyle. In a charter, a few years later 
in date (2nd December 1440), ceitain lands sitaatcd 
eastward of Peblis are de8cril>ed as bounded on the 
west by the lands of the hospital; and tradition, 
corroborated by this charter and other similar docu- 
ments, locates the building on the south side of the 
Innerleithen Bead, at a place called Chapel Yards, 
adjoining the ruins of Horsbrugh Castle. In Blaeu^s 
Map ( ChamJbtri History, p. 180), made up from a 
survey made by Timothy Pont in 1608. "The Chapel" 
is aUo shown at this point, and it may safely be 
assumed that at least the remains uf the hospital or 
the chapel in connection with it were then in 
existence. 

In the royal charters to the burgh of Peebles 
stipulation is made for the annual payment to the 
hospital of two merks, or £1, 6s. 8d. Scots, yearly, 
out of the crown revenues derived from the burgh. 
In the earliest preserved account passed by the 
bailies in exchequer, viz., in 1327, when Bruce was 
kiug, the payment is .30s. yearly, and the same con- 
tribution is repeated down till 1366, in which year 
the entry runs thus: — ** And to the master of the 
hospital of Peblys in part payment of 308, owing to 
him of his yearly pension, 268. 8d." From this time 
the lesser sum became the regular payment, and was 
that which, as just mentioned, the charters made 
provision for. In the entry above quoted the pay- 
ment is said to be made "magisti'o hoapitaiis de 
Peblis.** In other accounts he is styled " magistro 
hospitaXia Sancti Leonardi de Peblis^* the last two 
words again varying to ** juxta Peblis." The three 
designations were thus used promiscuously, but they 
obviouslv all apply to the hospital at Chapel Yards. 
AxL almshouse adjoining St Mary's Chapel in Peebles, 
the chaplains being tutors and overseers of it, was 
established about the year 1462, and it also became 
identified with the name of St Leonard, but it is not 
probable that the new almshouse and the older 
institution, with their respective endowments, ever 
became amalgamated. On the eve of the Reformation 
(26th June 1558; printed Records, p. 248), John Hay, 
brother german of Thomas Hay of Smithfield, was, 
in virtue of letters of gift, running in the Queen's 
name, vested in the perpetua] preceptory of the 
hospital of St Leonard ** during big lifetime," and the 
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ceremony of investittire wai performed **in the 
chapel of St Leonard, at the high altar thereof. " Hay 
18 not here designated a cleric, bat at the miMal 
book, chalice, casoble, alb, and other Testmenti of 
the chapel, the symbols used in the induction of 
chaplains, were delivered to him, it may almost be 
inferred that he possessed some qualification in holy 
orders. At this time John Tnedy is believed to have 
been chaplain of St Mary*8 Ohapel, as in the subse- 
quent year he is found, in that character, disposing 
of a piece of ground in Arnot's Haogh which had 
belonged to St Mary's. The chapel of St Leonard's 
which Hay acquired, and the bestowal of which 
rested with the Crown, would therefore be the one 
at Chapel Yards. After the Reformation the ** pre- 
ceptory '* became secularised, and on 17th July 1624 
John Hay is served heir of Alexander Hay of Smith- 
field in the ** acres of St Leonard adjacent (juxta) to 
the chapel of the same, near (prope) the burgh of 
Peblis, which lands are called the ** Cbapelyairds of 
Sant Leonardis."* The property now forms part of 
the Eshiels estate. 

Reverting to the earlier history of the hospital, though 
the founding of it cannot be traced, a very ancient 
notice of one of its endowments occurs in the re- 
port of an ** Inquisition taken at Pebbles on Monday 
next before the nativity of St John the Baptist, in 
the 33rd year of the reign of E<lward I." (2l8t June 
1305, during Edward's usurpation), whereby it was 
found that it would not be to the King's damage if 
William Opkeliokdemised his manor of Westropkeliok 
to Eblo de Montibus. or another, for 13 years, for the 
usual services, includini; the payment of 4s. yearly 
to the Hospital of Pebbles.f 

John of Peblis, the same it is assumed who in 1362 
was the collector of the *' tenth penny "J from the 
deaneries of Lanark, Peblis, and Eskdale, and who 
subsequently became bishop of Dunkeld and held 

♦ Retours of Serviceg-. Shire of Peebles. 

tThe other " services " were payment of 9 marks yearly 
to the King ; 12 chalders of provender when the King comes 
to Pebbles, and if not, 48. for each chalder; a suitor at the 
court of Pebbles, and the third of a knight's service in the 
Kintr's Scottish army and flndin&r a man at St James's day 
for 8 days during Roxburgh fair, to keep the road through 
Minche Moor from robbers.— Bain's Calendar of Documents 
relating to Seotlandt vol. ii., No. 1675. 

X The tenth penny of church property was allowed by the 
Pope to be collected as a contribution towards the price 
agreed to be paid for the ransom of King David. 
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high rank in the oounoiUi of the Bfttion daring the 
teigUM of David and his ■accesior, wai master of the 
hospital of Peebles, and being desiroas of founding 
a chapel in the burgh in honoar of the glorious 
Virgin Mary, obtained from the King a grant of 
ground for the porpoee.§ In the letters or charter 
by the King, dated 8th March 1362-3 (printed 
charters, p. 8), requiring the bailies to asuittn a stance 
for the chapel, the extent of ground wanted was 
stated to be only 48 feet in length and 24 feet in 
breadth. The request to give off so small an area 
was easily complied with, and a suitable site was 
obtained at the west end of the Hiteh Street. Here 
accordingly the chapel was erected, and it was not 
till about the end of last century that the last of the 
structure disappeared. The chapel, shortly after its 
establishment, received a suhgtantial endowment 
from the Kiog. The srant referred to was contained 
in a charter dated 20th September 1367, which is 
still in existence, and as it is not Icnown to have been 
printed a full translation is here given : — 

David, by the grace of Ood, King of Scots.— To all irood 
men of his whole land, clerics and laics, greetfnflr —Know 
that we, moved by divine charity, for the weal of our soul 
and of the nouls of all our auceRtors and successors, kintrs of 
Scotland, have given, (rranted. and by this our prefient 
charter confirmed to Ood and the chapel of St Mary newly 
founded within the burgh of Peblvs, and to the chaplain 
oelebratlntr and to celebrate divine service there for ever, 
our mill of Innerlethane, with our whole astnoted multures, 
which formerly pertained to our mill of Traquaire, on the 
north side of the water of Twed. from the town {viUa) of 
Horsburk to Uatehopebume, tu hold and belong to the said 
chaplain in the said chapel celebrating and for ever to cele> 
brate divine service as aforeitaid, for his maintenance for 
ever, in pure and perpetual alms, as freely, quietly, fully, 
wholly, and honourably, as any rents in any other place 
within our kingdom of Scotland are freely, quietly, and 
honourably, in pure and perpetual alms, given or granted. 
In testimony whereof, to our present charter we order our 
seal to be appended. Witnesses, the venerable fathers in 
Christ, William, bishop of St Andrews; and Patrick, bishop of 
Brechin, our chancellor; Robert, steward of Scotland, earl 
of Stratheme, our nephew; William, earl of Douglas; 
Robert of Erskyne; Archibald of Douglas, Hugh of 
Kglynsrton; and Walter of Halyburton. knights. — At 
Edinburgh on the 20th day of September, in the year of our 
reign the 38th. 

§It is not made evident whether John of Peblis founded 
the hospiul in his personal or his oflQclal capacity, thouffh 
the greater likelihood is that he was acting individuslly, 
as/no aueceeding master of the hospital is found exercising 
patreaage iu the sppointment of chaplains. 
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Either as pertinents of the origiosl gift, or acquired 
by sobBeqaent donation, the cbapel is found to have 
been endowed not only with the corn and wanllc or 
fnlling mills of Innerleithen, bnt also with the ad- 
joining lands of Thomashaach and Hillhon8es;'and 
these possessions, or at least the revenues derived from 
them, the burgh became entitled to, at first as^patrons 
of the chapel and afterwards in their own right 
nndpr King James' charter of 1621. At the time of 
the Reformation, and for a few years subsequently. 
Sir John Tuedy was chnplain, but io 1564 he resigned 
the benefice in favour of Gilbert Tuedy, who got a gift 
of it from the '* baillies, oounsale, and communite, 
as unduutit patrones thairof." In the course of ad- 
ministration of the property, Gilbert Tiiedie had in 
July 1596, with consent of the patrons, and also of 
** James Scott in Handillishope," who it appears had 
also acquired an interest in the chaplainry, granted, a 
feu charter to Alexander Horsbruik of that Ilk of 
" our lands of Innerletben called the Hilbonsses, with 
the pertinents, sometime occupied by George,' ^bert, 
and William Horsbruik, with our fulling mill called 
the wnlk mylne of Innerleithen, with the lands,.mills, 
pasturages, and pertinents.'** This feu wasj con- 
firmed by a Grown charter in 1609, and seven years 
afterwards (1616) Korshraik convened thejtroperty to 
John and Robert Horsbruik jointly. After the 
demise of Taedie and Scott, there has not^been 
noticed any appointment of another chaplain, and 
probably the town council looked after the^revenues 
on their own account. Thus on 18th October 1613 
there is a note in the record ** to remember that thair 
commoun of Hinderletheoe nixt Pirne, becans be 
(the laird of Pirne) hes teillit, be teillit be the burgh 
the next yeir. 16th July 1616— To fauch [fallow] 
ane pairt of Innerlethene. tOth Oct. i^i?^— Ordaines 
the commoun kist to be socht for the rentall of the 
milne of Innerleithen. 19th Jan. i6l?<^— The persons 
grantis the haifing of the chartour of the mylne'of 
Innerletben and other writs, qubilk he promeist to 

S reduce the nixt counsell day. iSnd Feb. — He pro- 
ucit the writtis, qnhilkis ar^rdanit .to be_put Jn 
againe in the kist." 

Meantime the burgh's great charterrof 1621 had 
been obtained, and by it, besides confirmation of the 
charters by King David, Innerleithen property was 

*The charter, as narrated in 1 two others granted to 
Horsbruik's successors on 26th October 1635, is said to have 
been dated at the place {loeum) of Neidpath snd burgh of 
Peblis in the court of the same, 17th and 20th July 1696. 
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specially bestowed upon the bargh. PerhMpB in 
consequence of the increased efiBctency of their title 
the town council were now endtiavouring to realise 
a more substantial retnrn from their property, 
eliciting the following supplication from their feaara 
or tenants:— '* My lord provest, bailyeis and counsall 
of the burgh of Peblis: Unto your lordship and 
wisdomes humlie meanes and sohawes we, your ser- 
vitouris and tennentis, Alexander Tait of Pirne, 
Johnne Horsburgh, elder, in Hilhouwis of Inner- 
leithen, and Johnne Horsburgh, youogar, thair, that 
quhair it is not unknawin to your wisdomes that we 
half in possessioun your wisdomes and the guid 
toun of Peblis miloe of Innerleithen, mill landis, 
walkmylne, and pertinentis thairof, and ar willing 
to pay to your wis«1omes the dewties oontentit in our 
writtis and securities maid to us thairof; beseikand 
heirfoir your wisdomes to appoint us ane convenient 
day that we may bring and produce our writtis 
beloir your wisdomes, and that your wisdomes wald 
than accept of the dewties and dew service addebtit 
be ws thairfoir." On this supplication there is a 
note, dated 14th May 1624, bearing that the ** haill 
supplicantis, present, promeist to produce the haill 
writtis befor counsell this day aucht dayia;" but the 
minutes do not show that the promise was fulfilled; 
and in any case a settlement was not anived at, as a 
few years afterwards the parties entered upon 
litigation in the Court of Session. From the sum- 
mons, which passed under the signet on 9th January 
1628, the following excerpts are taken: — 

ForBamekill as it is humlie meaait and schawin to ws.be 
our lovittis the proveist, baillies, counsall, and oommounitie 
of the brugh of Peblis, that quhair they ar dewlie and 
beretabiUie infeft and ndsit in all and siudrie the landis, 
mylnes, multouris, annuel rentis, tenementis. and utheris, 
pertelning to tbe chaplanrie callit the Vir^ine Marie 
fowndit within our said burgh of Peblifi, of the quhilk 
chaplanrie the oome and waulk mvlnes of Innerleithen, 
with the mylne landis, multouris, sukin and knaveschip, 
and landis of Thomashauch alias Kirnehauch, lyand beneth 
the landis of Innerleithen besyde the cours and ryning of 
the water of Tueld pertening to the said cerne mylne; and 
landis callit the Hilhoiissis, with houssis, bigginids, and 
all thair pertinentis pertening to the said waulk mylne, as 
propper, pairtis, pendicles, ana pertinentis of the patrimonie 
of the said chaplanrie. Lykeas umquhile Gilbert Tuedle 
and umquhile James Scott, chaplanis of the said chaplanrie, 
St the leist they or aitber of thame wer in peciabill posses- 
sioun of the samyn chaplanrie as chaplanis thairof, and be 
thame selfls and utheris in thair names, to thair behuif, 
ntilitie, and profeit, bruikit» Joyset^ and possest the saidis 
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[millf and lands], and all thair pertinentls above tpeolMt, 
at propper, palrtaa, pendicles, and pertlnentis of the patri- 
monie of the said chaplanrie. be upliftinflr and renaveins of 
the yelrlie dewtaet efterapeolfeit, vis., of 18 bollia Wctoall. 
with ttie auatentaUoun of the laid oorne mylne in all 
neceiearis, to^dder with 12 oau pones as for the dewties of 
the said oome my Ine. Item, the sowme of f ourtie sehillingls 
of yeirlie rent and dewtie for the saidis landis of Thomas- 
hauoh. Item, £8 money and 24 caupones yeirlie, togidder 
with £8 everie thrie yeir in name of gersam as for the 
dewtie of the said waulk mylne and waulk mylne landis 
caltit Hiilhouesis, with the pertinentis, unet and wont to be 
payit to the saidis cbaplanis be the possessouris and oc- 
oupyeris thairof: and trew it is that Alexander Tait of 
Pirne and umquhile ^it of Pime, his father, and 

thair predecessouris, qaha bruikit and joyset the said oome 
mylne of Innerleithen, mylue landis, and landis of Thomas- 
hauoh aUofl Kimehauoh, with the pertinentis, as tennentis 
to the saidis chaplanis,jpayit the foirsaid yeirlie dewtie. . 
. . . L^'keas Jobne Horsbruik, elder in Hilhoussis, and 
Johne Horsbruik, younger thair, and umquhile Hors- 

bruikis, thair fatherisaud thair predicesaouris, quha bruikit, 
Joyset, and possest the said waulk mylne of Innerleithen, 
with the landis of Hilhoussis and thair pertinentis, at 
tennentis of the saidis cbaplanis, payit yeirlie thairtor the 
foirsaid yeirlie dewUe, . . . yerlie, be the space of 
throttle yeiris, at the leist be the space of tweotie yeiris 
now bygane, preceding the deceis of the said umquhile 
James bcott, fast chaplane of the said chaplanrie quha 
deceisit 16 : And albeit the saidis Alexander Tait of 
Pirne, George Tai^ his sone, Lawder, spous to the 

said George, and Tait, thair sone, and William 

Lawder, brother to Lawder of that Ilk, be thameselfls, 

thair servandis, complices, and utheris [have possessed the 
mill and mill lands of Innerleithen and lands of Thomas* 
hauch during the four years 1624-7, and the Horsbruiks, 
elder and younger, have possessed the waulk mill and lands 
of Hillbouses for same period, and are owing the said duties 
payable therefor to the complainers], quha ar now becum 
in the vice and place of the saidis cbaplanis. . . . Never- 
theless they wranguslie refuis, postpone, and defer to do 
the samyn without they be oompeilitb 

The case, or it may have been a sapplementary 
one, casts up again in the Goart of Session a couple 
of years afterwards. On 12th Dec. 1629 the lords 
issued a decree ordering Alexander Tait of Pirne to 
produce bis writs, and on 22nd of the following 
month a charter and sasine were lodged. The last 
indorsation on the decree is the brief one — "6th June 
16^— To see," after which farther trace of the pro- 
ceedings are lost. In 1632 the sheiiff court bad 
been resorted to: — March 5 — "Ordaines the thesaurar 
to insist in persute befoir the shereff in the removing 
at the tounes instance aganes the laird of Pirne." 
Jhen in the acoounts there are payments to th^ 
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olerk *' for writing of ado preoept Agaoet anld Pime 
for removing;" to an ofiBcer "for charging of auld 
Pirne for the first dyett; to the clerk for act silver 
qoben Pimes aotioon was callit befoir the shereff; 
and to Patrick TiiomnoDe, baillie, being direct to 
Edinborgh be the toan for stopping of Pimes com- 
prysement.** Tbe "oompryseoiunt" has apparently 
reference to proceedings taken by Lord Traquair 
against Tait for attachment of bis lands in satisfac- 
tion of debt, and which resnlted in the Innerleithen 
property being transferred from the laird to the peer: 
— 16S3—AprU 1 — **Anent the charge gevin to the 
proveist, bailyeis, and ooansell at the instance of my 
lord Traquair for infefting him in the mylne and 
lands of Innerlethen and Kimo comprysit be him 
from the laird of Pirne, quhilk being ane mater of 
sik moment as concemis the patrimonie of this 
bnrgb, they half electit James Willtamsone and 
Patrick Vaitche, clerk, to address thameselfiQs with 
the tounes writtis to Edinburgh to thair laweris and 
tak oonsnltatioau, advyse, and directioan thairanent 
of thame. Hept, t — To be advysit anent Pimes lyf 
rent, as being at the borne thir mony yeris bigane." 
16S6 — Aug, J—-** The chartoar of the corue mylne 
and millaodis of Innerleithen grantit to my lord erle 
of Tracquair is snbscry vit be the ooansell and ordanit 
to be deliverit to his lordship with ane discharge of 
all byganes.*' And thus terminated the dispute 
about the portion of the chapel property at Inner- 
leithen which the Taits had possessed. The feu- 
duty payable under the charter is not stated in the 
record.t 

t By a crown charter, granted by Kiofr James II. on 18th 
July 1441, and still preserved, there is couflrmed a charter 
by Ueorure Tayt, laird of the Piyne (Pirn), to the bailies and 
community of the bui^h of an annual rent of £1, 6s. 8d. 
Scots out of his lands of Pryne, for the maintenance of 
divine service at the chapel of the blessed Virgin Mary at 
the west end of the town {viUe) of Peebles. The bailies 
and community are dSRignated patrons \,twtoribu$) of the 
chapel, and the annual rent is stated to have been given in 
excambion fur part of the lands of Thomasbalch belonging 
to it. Tayt's charter, as engrossed in the crown one, is 
dated 20th July 14Ul, but there is obviously a clerical slip 
here. It was executed at Edinburgh, iind it and the con- 
firming chartt-r were prolMbly written out about the same 
time, as Sir William Orechtoun, chancellor, witnesses both, 
and he did not hold that office previous to 1439. AinonKSt 
the witnesses to Tayt's charter are also Thomas Dekyson of 
Ormisten, Patrick of Lewis of Jianer, and 8ir Thomas of 
Peblis, vicar of £nnerl«thane. The counterpart uf the 
transaction with Tayt is referred to in a decree pronounced 
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As to the other portion, coiuiiiting of the Uada of 
Hillhoases, and the waulk mill and lands connected 
with it, an arrangement wns alio come to. On 26th 
October 1635, a charter was israut>*d by the town to 
John Hortbniik, in Hillhonses, and his. spouse, in 
one half of the property, and a similar one to John 
Horsbrnik and his son Robert in the other half. The 
feu-duty stipulated for in each charter was £4, 3s. 4d. 
Scots yearly; but they must also, on obtHiniog their 
charters, have paid something considerable, as on 
28th March 1636 *' the protest is ordained to deliver 
to my lord advocat 160 merkis of the money ressavit 
be him fra the Horsbruikia of Hillbousis;" and in'the 
treasurer's accounts for 1638 £60 are got from the 
provost "of the nioneyis ressaved be him fra the 
feuars of HillhouBsis." On the day when the charter 
was signed, **the saidis Jobn.and Jobn^Horsbruikis, 
being preient and becuming vassalis to the said toun 
of Peblis, ar creat, ressavit, and ordanit)burgessis>nd 
friemen of the said burgh, and they acoeptand the 
samyn hes gevin their aytb of fidelitie thairanent as 
use is." 

Such are some outlines in the history of an endow- 
ment which its founders destined for the celebration 
of certain religious rites *'for ever." The phrase is 
somewhat inapplicable to mundane arrangements, 
but in this instance, through all the vicissitudes 
of five centuries, the revenues of the royal gift 
have continuously reached the burgh in some form 
or other; and, coming as they now do into the 
common good fund, out of which contributions are 
made towards the upkeep of the Parish Church, it 
may be said that even yet they are not wholly 
diverted from the original purpose of maintaining 
religious services. Another interesting circumstance 
connected with the endowment is that King David's 
original deed of gift, written on durable parchment 
ami legible as on the day ic was penned, is still pre- 
served. With the exception of the charter giving a 
site for the chapel (1362-3) it is believed to be the 
oldest piece of writing in the burgh's repositories. 

bylthe court of session on Slst July 1624, in^'an faction of 
*' Improbation " by the town against sundry of its vanuala 
InHhie document itjis stated that there was produced /' ane 
chartoar grantit be the baillies and communitie of the 
burgh of Peiblis, and tutouris to the chaiplainrie of the 
blissit Virgins Marie, situat on west end of the said 
toun, to George Tait uf Pirne, of the twa pairt of the landis 
callit Thomashauch perteining to the s:iid chaplain rie, for 
the yeirlie payment of 268. 8d., furth of his Undis of Pirne; 
of the dait 22 JuliJ 1441 ; seiilit with sex seiiUs.** 
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XVIII. 

The Nbwabk ob East Wabk of Pbeblss — 
Tbaquaib and Yestbb— Tbaquaib Papbbs— 

SCOUBOINO AND BaNIBHMBNT— LaWB ANBNT 

Gbskn WOOD —Wood at Ghapelhill. 

OOBBESPONDINO to the steeple At the West Port, 
the entrNDoe to the town on the east was also ganrded 
by a hnildinff adapted for defence. The New Wark, 
otherwise called the East Wark, is first notic«>d in 
the records as being in course of erection in 1488, 
when the building of the steeple was also in progress. 
On 8th May in that year, two burgesses, on their 
admission, are each required to supply four score 
**ladis of stannys to the byggin of the Newark* at 
the est end of Peblis." The place was ready for 
occupation in November 1494, at which time the 
lofts and vaults in it were set to three tenants for 78., 
6^. 8d., and lOs., respectively, of "mayl." From 
about this time and for a few years after the great 
catastrophe in 1549, when the town was destroyed 
by the EuKlish, the burgh records are almost a total 
blank, but it has been ascertained from another 
source that in this interval the East Work had come 
into the possession of the chaplain of the Kood Altar 
in St Andrew's Kirk, and the farther fact is also dis- 
closed that the building itself had shared in the 
general destruction. These particulars are ascertained 
from a Report on the Muniments at TraquHir House, 
recently made by Sir William Eraser to the Royal 
Commission on Historical Manuscripts.f In this 
collection there are preserved several documents 

• ** Wark," according to one of the definitions in Jamieson's 
Scottish Dictionary, signifies a (ortifloation; and, in com- 
pound form, there are many exemplifications of its use in 
this sense^none perhaps occurring more frequently than 
the combination here adopted. The name was reached 
without imaginative effort, because at the start all^nrtifica- 
tions were new; and in this way there arose many^ewarka 
besides that one whose^ 

**. . . . stately tower 
Looks^out from Yarrow's birchen bower." 

fAppendizlto ninth report to the Boyal Commission, 
1810, pp^ 241-6S. 
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reUting to the But Work, the first in the teriee heinflf 
a taok or leau by ** Sir Jamec DaTidsooo, prebend are 
of the Rnde Altare ritoat within the Ooliedge Kirk 
of St Andro in Peblia," to John Stewart of Tragoair, 
of the bnnae and lodging belonging to the said James 
Davidson, "callit New Werk." The lease was to 
suhaist daring Davidson's lifetime, the rent to be the 
sum of foar merks annually; and it is tta*'ed that the 
grantor had lessed the place because he was unable 
** to big and edify the samin, heand brint he our auM 
innemies of YngUnd." The tack is dated 26th March 
1550 and. thnngh granted for his lifetime, Davidson, 
on 3rd May 1563 (probably on aooonnt of obangea 
occurring at the Reformation), grnntit a similar lease 
for tbe period of four years, at the former rent of 
four merks annually. Between the Stewarts of 
Trnquair and tbe Hays of Yester there were rivalries 
and f«ruds of old standing, and some jealousy seems 
to have been stirred up in consequence of Traquair's 
acquisition of tbe Bast Wark. Shortly before the 
granting of the second tack, the records (16th October 
1562) bear that ** John Stewart of Traquhair, knycbt, 
oblissis him to the bailUes, counsale, and oommuuitie, 
never to desyre to be provest, baillie, nor burges 
within the burgh of Peblis, nor to hnlf no further 
pre-eminence nor intromissionn within the said burgh 
nor he hes presentlie." Having gut this assurance, 
"the baillies, oonnsale, and oommonitie,'* declare 
their willingness " that the said Johne Stewart of 
Traquhair half tbe Eist Werk in feu ferme, providing 
alwayis that my lord provest (William, lord Hay of 
Tester's), vot be reservit to him self;'* and then 
follows the important stipulation **that the ische 
and eutre to the hous heid be reservit to the saidis 
provest. baillies, counsale, and communitie in tyme 
of neid." Lord Yester's decision is not recorded at 
this time, but after his re-election in the following 
year he vetoed the proposal, and ** disaaentis for his 
vot that nan haif titille of the Newerk, bot that the 
samyng be reperallit and beodit of the townes 
expenssis." Traquair had therefore to be content 
with his position as lessee in the meantime. 

Under the reservation of the use of the building In 
time of need the council made it available for pnr- 
poses of defence when necessary. Thus in 1572, 
when elaborate preparations were being made against 
some threatened incursions of Border **thevi8 and 
revaris " they resolved '* to put ane gunner in the 
Eist Werk to fnrnis pulder (powder) to the gunnis. 
MayiS^OTduda the Eist Werk to be.kMit and th« 
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artailyerie to be sohot be Adam Hog, and to be 
oarsene be Patrik Newtoun, quhilk Patrik sail dig- 
tribute tbe pulder as necessite occurris. Ordanis 
Johne Portas to be condacit to walk nychtlie on the 
Eist Werk, enterand at ix houris at evin qnhill thre 
houris in tbe mornyng quhill the nycht grow langer; 
and that the Eist Port be nocht opynnit qahill v 
hoaris in the mornyng, and steik the samin at ix 
houris at evin quhill the nycht grow langare." 

Subsequent to 1572 there is another long hiatus in 

the records, but the Traquair papers again help to 

supply materials for tracing the history of the East 

Work. Amongst these there is a holograph letter, 

dated at Neidpath, 22nd September 1579, from 

William, lord Hay uf Yester, as provost, addressed 

to the bailies and council, narrating that John 

Stewart of Traquair, knight, had obtained an infeft- 

ment of the ** lugeing of the Eist Port " from the 

deceased James Davidson, prebendary of che Rood 

Altar, and bad been in possession, and the ** werkis " 

(protocol books) of the late Sir William Newbie had 

been destroyed* and an authentic extract could not 

be had; therefore consenting and commanding the 

bailies and council to meet and agree to a new infeft- 

ment. That a previous infeftment had deen recorded 

in Sir William Newbie*s protocol may be doubted, 

as an obituary notice of that notary appears in the 

burgh register on Ist September 1551, only a year 

after Traquair got the first lease; and neither at the 

granting of the second one nor in 1562, when he 

applied for a feu, is there any indication that he had 

previously attained the position of proprietor. Now, 

however, since Lord Yester had relented in his 

opposition, the only obstacle to the accomplishment 

of that object was removed, and a copy minute of the 

town council, dated 5th October 1579, following on 

the letter, bears that they granted to Sir John 

Stewart of Traquair a new infeftment of ** their Eist 

Werk of tbe Eist Port of the said burizh, merohand 

upon the eist and west partis with the Kingis Streit, 

the land of Patrick Govane on the south, and Johne 

Orawfurde land on the north partis . . upon thir 

conditions, thai ar to say : — First, the port of Eist 

Werk to be frie, keipit be the town and thair suo- 

cessouris; secundlie, that the entres of the said Eist 

Werk be patent to tham, thair magistrates and 

ofSceris, at sic tymes as neid requiris, to pas up. the 

* This had been au erroneous assumption.'.as Sir William 
Newbie's books, and those of other notaries, were produced 
to the council in 1624. —Printed Records, p. 36i. 
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iowrepyk or itair to the wark held and Tesie wark 
tbftir uponn at all tymec aahen the proTest, baillies, 
and ooudmII tbioku neid; and thridlie, that fear 
merkit yeirlie be payit be the eaid laird." A memor- 
andom added to the copy minute states that on the 
•ame day Sir John Stewart received infeftment in 
due form from the hands of John Pringle, bailie, in 
presence of Patrick Murray of Philiphaugh, sheriff 
of Selkirk, James Lawson, and Alexander Govane, 
one of the bailies.* 

The situation of the several ports determined to a 
considerable extent the line taken by the town wkU 
when it came to be designed and commenced in 1569. 
Beginning at Patrik Govane's yardfoot at Tweed 
Green, the wall prooeeded northwards and connected 
on either side with the East Work, which occupied, 
as the above description shows, the whole breadth 
of the street; and when the gate in its pend was 
dosed and its ramparts were manned by gunners the 

* Id the decree of Improbation, in 1624. It is stated that 
there had been produced in Court, on behalf of Sir James 
Stewart of Traquair, " ane tak of the hous and ludgint;: in 
Peeblis callit the Eist Work, set be Sir James Davidsone, 
prebendare of the Bade Altar situat within the CoUedfire 
Kirk of St Andrew in Peeblis, to John Stewart of Traquair, 
his airis, assigneis, and successouris, during all the dayes 
and termes of the said Sir James his lyftyme, for payment 
to him of four merfcls Scotis yeirlie at tua usuall termes in 
the yeir, Witsonday and Mertimes; toipidder with the said 
Sir James his consent that the said Jhone «klhave the few- 
ferme of the said hous in aJl tymes comins:, he obtaining: 
the consent of the patrone thairto; daitit Peiblis, 26th 
Marche 1660. Item, ane lettere from Williame, Lord Hay 
of Yester, proveist of Peiblis, to the baillies and connsall 
thalrof, quhsirby he consentis to the giveins: of infeftment 
of the foirsaid hous to the said Sir Jhone Stewart, his airis, 
and assignais, and ordanis the samyn to be givin; daitet 
Neidpath, 22nd September 1679. Item, ane cbartour 
grantit be the proveist, baillies, counsall, and communitie 
of the burgh of Peiblis to the said Sir Jhone Stewart, his 
airis. and assigneis, quhatsumever, of the foirsaid hous, to 
be haldin of the Kinj^ and his successouris in frie bun^sre; 
payii^ yearly to the prebendare of the altar of the Holy 
Gross situate in the church of St Androw of Peblis 638. 4d. ; 
daittit Peiblis, 6th October 1679. Item, seising followine: 
thairupon of same date.'* In the process of *' Im probation," 
Andro Hay, writer to the signet, Edinburgh, also produced 

(1) sasine dated 16th February 1579, bearins: that John Hay 
of Smeithfeild had conveyed to his uncle, John Hay, '* the 
New Werk, twa voltis tberof, and other pertineutis." and 

(2) sasine to himself in these subjects, as heir to his father, 
** John Hay, scheref and toun clerk of Peiblis," dated 29th 
April 1607. But it is not clear whether or not these writs 
refer to the Eastgate property. 
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gtroctore, with its moral extensions, must have pre- 
sented ao effective barrier against the approach of 
Border raiders or other unwelcome visitors. From its 
position athwart the roadway, the bailding was some- 
times designated the Crossboose. Amongst the 
Traqnair papers are three receipts, dated 1584-7, by 
John Toedy, "prebendare, and haifand the gift of 
the Bude and Hsdie Blude Altar, unitt and incor- 
poratt in ane, situat within the paroche kirk," to 
Sir John Stewart for the rent of the tenement 
**oallit the Crocebous, qahilk is commonlie callit 
the Eist Weirk, buildit above the Eist Port." 

With the advent of more peaceful times on the 
Border, the old fortification declined in strategical 
importance and fell into neglect. Probably it was 
then looked upon as an obstruction more to traffic 
than to assailants, and the council in 1652 are found 
appointing a deputation ** to speak my Lord lintoun 
(the earPs son) anent the Eist Wark, which is lyklie 
to fall." In the following year (30th December), 
** the counsell, finding the Eist Work very ruinous 
and dangerous, and lykelie to fall, for preventing 
any danger have resolved and ordeanes the samyn to 
be taken doune." The final episode in its history is 
noticed in the records three years afterwards: — ii£nd 
September i656'—** Produced be Alexander William- 
sons, proveist, ane dispositioun grantit and subscrivit 
be John, Lord Lintoun, in favoures of the toun, of 
the great Indging or Eist Work, for which the toun 
is to lay in and carie sex scoire loades lyme; my lord 
is to pay for the lyme, and the counsell to cans lay it 
in." The site thus aoqaired, in exchange for the cart- 
age of so many loads of lime, had been cleared of the 
building in the beginning of the year, as the accounts 
show that on 13th March £4 had been paid ** to the 
workmen that cast downe the Eist Work." 

The space between the West and East Ports occa- 
sionally formed the parade ground of unhappy cul- 
prits:— i^<A April 1637— ** The provest and bailyes 
ordanes Issobell Stensone, spous of James Brodder- 
stanes, sumtyme burges of Peblis, [found gailtie of 
pyking and steiling of sex tailyeis salt muttoun, ane 
capfuU beir, and ane capf uU of peittis], to be tane 
presentlie to the joggis of this burgh, to be claspit, 
and stand tharintill during the space of tua houris, 
and tbairefter to be tane and scurgit fra the West 
Port of Peblis to the Eist Port, and to be banischit 
fnrth of the said burgh as ane malefactour perpetu- 
idlie, and never to be sene nor fund thairintill nnder 
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the pane of death, ather be drowning or utherwyis, 
at the plesour of the magistrattis thairof." 

Used aa the cover of the court book for the period 
16S6-8, is a summons dated April 1627, in the name 
of " John, lord Hay of Yester, sheref principall of 
the Rherefdome of Peblis, and James Naesmyth of 
Poeso, our depat." The summons was raised at the 
instance of Robert Pringill of Chapelhill, oomplainer, 
and sets forth that he has pertaining to him **the 
wood growand upon the saids lands of Chapelhill, 
perteining to him in heritage," that by act of parlia- 
ment, dated 20th October 1579, it is ordained *'that 
quhatsumevir personn or persounes salbe convict at 
ony tym thairefter for cutting or steilling of grain* 
wood sail pay to the owners for the first fault £10, 
[the second, £20, and the third and subsequent ones, 
£40], with the availl of the skaith done," but if the 
committer is unable to pay the penalties he is for the 
first fault to be put in the stocks or irones for eight 
days, on bread and water; second fault, 15 davs; and 
third, a month, ** and to be scourgit at the end of the 
said monetb through the held brough of the schire." 
** Notwithstanding of the said act, Bessie Brother- 
stanes, spous to Thomas Lockhart, merchant burges 
of Peblis, and the said Thomas for his entries, and 
John Greif, wricht thair, hes wranguslie, thifteous* 
lie, and maliciouslie, in the moneth of Februar and 
remanent monethis in the yeiria 1624-7, .... 
cnttit and destroyit and away taine be thameself, 
thair servandis, complices, and utheris in thair 
names and be thair directionnes, furth of the saidis 
wood of Chapelhill the numer of thrie scoir aller 
tries, fourtie birk tries, — asche tries; pryce of the 
peice thairof ourheid four pundis money; and sua 
contravenit the said act of parliament, and thairfoir 
aucht and sonld pay to the complainer the pryces 
thairof; quhilk thai refaissis to do without thai be 
compellit." What was the issue of the prosecution 
does not transpire, but a marking on the margin of 
the summons, dated 24th April 1627, bears that 
"John Grieff, present, sworne, declarit that John 
Horsburgh haifing licence of — Soot, mother to the 
persewar, and lyfrentar of the landis of Chapelhill, 
and dwelling thairupone, to cut sum cabers, the 
deponar, at his command, cuttit sum threttene or 
fourtene caberis, quhilkis at command of the said 
John was intromettit with be Bessie Broderstanes." 
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XIX. . 

Bridges — Stones fbom Dunstbe — Bxpendftube 
— Contribution by Convention — Bridge 
Sweepings — Officers Maligned — Town's 
Lands and Properties— Mills— Weights 
AND Prices— School and Schoolmaster— 
Weddbrburnb's Grammar— Commissioners 
TO Parliament, &c.— Constables— Incomers 
—Accounts, 1633-4— King David's Seal. 

In the ** Geology " chapter of Dr Chambers* History 
of Peeblesshire it is stated that practical masons had 
expressed the opinion that some blocks of sandstone 
used in building Tweed Bridge must have been ex- 
cavated from quarries near Marfield on the North 
Esk. Materials for the bridge were gathered from 
a variety of places, and at different periods, and it is 
likely enoagh that this "testimony of the rocks," 
as interpreted by local tradesmen, may be perfectly 
accurate. It has been ascertained that at least on 
one occasion a supply of stones for the bridge was 
procured from Dunsyre on the Medwyn, which, 
though situated on a different watershed of the 
Pentlands, is not far distant from Marfield on the 
Esk, and the goological strata of both districts is 
somewhat similar. Possibly it may have been the 
Dunsyre stone that was mistaken for a Marfield pro- 
duct, though it is quite conceivable that both places 
were resorted to. In the year 1635, repairs of some 
magnitude becoming necessary, the council, on 16th 
March, resolved to make inquiries **anent ane masone 
in Cliddisdaill for beiting (repairing) of Tueid brig;" 
and on 25th May the treasurer was instructed, ** with 
all expeditioun, to furnisch lyme, stanes, and all uther 
materiallis for beiting and repairing of the briggis, 
speciallie Tueid Brig." The expenditure incurred is 
detailed in the accounts, and includes the following: 
—1635^June 15—** Debnrsit at Leith and Edinburgh 
for necessaries to the bridge work; and, first, for 12 
daiUis and 6 jeistis, £9, 18s.; 6 staine of iron, wanting 
3 lb., at 338. ilk staine, £9, 128.; 5 staine of leid, 
wanting 12 unces, £9, 6s.; for a ichod sohuile, 12b.; 



118 OLEAMIN08 FBOM THK BUROB BI0OBD6. 

my waidge, 3 dayis, £4, lOi.; to laxe oariage men, 
£4, 168.; to Tom Dewar, his carriage of yronand 
leade being wechtier, 208.; for the ctutome and 
agrieiog with the oariage men, 58. Payit to Bobert 
and SSanderis Meinis, thair two soones, and a 
nychtbour workman, being fyve in number, 1 merk 
ilk day of 11 dayee, and to thair barroman, Ss. daylie 
the said 11 dayes, whilk with some drynk geivin to 
thame at the payment was compted and set togither 
be the two baillies to £41, 13d. 4d. To James Had- 
dane conjancte with thame in the bridge work, 10 
dayis, £6, 13a. 4d.; his soane, 10 dayis, £3, 6*, 8d. 
To Margret Newtoun for thair morning and four 
hour drynkis, ilk day 16s. 8d., £8, 68. 8J.; item, for 
thair denner upooe a Sounday, 328. To Thomas 
Deware for caireing of their worke loomes to Melroe, 
208. Item, a borrowed pott was spent in melting of 
the leide, 40s.; foar burdings of hedder for the 
melting of the leid, lOs. JiUy — Lyme spent for the 
bridges at syndrie tymes, 37 loads, £14, 16b.; sand 
therto, £3, 14s. Item, James Haddane gave in a 
compte of some worke befor the two baillies, beiring 
bis calsaying of Feiblis water staine bridge, his re- 
paireing of the treye bridge, and calsaying tberof, 
his goeing thryse to Dawikwood, his goeing one 
tyme .to Dunsyre for frie staines, £25, 68. 8d. To 
James Haddane for 33 dayis at Tueide Bridge, £22; 
for his drynks the said tyme, 1 pynt aill and ane 
breade ilk day, £4, 6s. 8d.; his soune working with 
him, ane groat for ilk day, £6, 12s. To James 
Haddane, and otheris fy ve, waiding in Tueid watter 
and carieing stones to lay about the pillar of the 
bridge, their bread and drynk before and efter their 
said work, 21s. 4d. SeptemJbo' — To James NicoU for 
63 peice of frie staine to the bridge, £9, 148. To 
Flora for thrie great oake treyis to the bridge worke, 
£13, 138, 4d. To the plewes of the Esohellis for 
carieing of these treyis, £6, 68. 8d. For four burding 
of hedder to melt the leid in the second worke of the 
bridge, lOs. For yron and leide (by and attour that 
whilk was bocht in Edinburgh), yron fyve quarteris 
wecht at 37s. the staine, 568. 4d.; a staine of leide, 
378. 6d. To fyve men for laying the great treye to 
the bridge, and to thame upoun tbe morne thairef ter 
for turning aboat the great stone and laying to the 
back thairof, ISs." 

The large outlay on the bridges proved a heavy 
strain on ordinary revenue, and an application, made 
to the convention of royal burghs in 1636, for assist- 
ance was complied with. The convention records 
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for this period are awanting and the only particnlan 
in the ooanoil book ref^ardin? the grant are con- 
tained in a minute of the followinsr year, dealing 
with the disposal of the money: — 1637 — November 
— "Anent the 700 merks restand of 800 merkis 
grantit be the borrowis in thair conventioan in July 
1636, and deliv»rit be Patrick Vaitche, clerk, to 
John Mare, thesaurer, the counsell ordanes 600 
merkis thairof of prinoipall sowme, and £32 for ane 
yeiris annualrent, adebtit be the town to William 
Mure, merchant, burees of Edinburgh, oonforme to 
thair bond, to be deliverit to him, and the remanent 
thairof, £32, 68. 8d., to be gerin to the thesaurer. 
For the quhilk caus it is enactit that the provest, 
bailyeis, and coansell sail provyde uther 800 merkis 
insted thairof for beiting and uphalding of the 
briggis, oonforme to the act of conventioun maid 
thairanent; and in the meane tyme to be comptable 
for the annualrent thairof." 

An arrangement seems to have been at one time 
in operation whereby the refuse gathered off the 
bridges remunerated those who kept the causeways 
in repair: — 1634— November 1'^ — ** William Lewis 
being demandit be the counsell quhidder he wald 
repair and uphold the calsayis of baith the stane 
bnggis of Tueid and Peblis water for the sweiping 
and muck thairof, as bis predecessouris was oblist to 
do befoir him, the said William declarit that he wald 
pretend na richt nor interest to the sweipiag and 
mucking of the saidis briggis in all tyme heref ter, and 
for bim and bis successouris renunceit all titill and 
possessioun thairof for ever. Oct. id— Ordanes the 
calsay upone Peblift brig to be outred and the sweip- 
ings thairof and of Taeid brig to be set." 

William Lowis who thus renounced his connec- 
tion with the bridge was probably the individual of 
that name who, a few months previously, had been 
**wardit in thestepil" for not making payment of 
certain town's dues, and for disobedience to the ma- 
gistrates '*and speitches uttered be him." There is 
also notice of a complaint " maid be John Gilleis, 
officer, aganes William Lowis in saying : I compair 
the officeris of this toun to the hangman's men! " bat 
the utterance of the offensive expression was denied. 

Of miscellaneous affairs mentioned in the records 
between the years 1630 and 1640 the following may 
be noticed: — 

Town's Lands and Properties.— 1632— Dec. 24 — 
Ordanis Thomas Tuedie to be summond to the nixt 
counsell day anent the sparring out of his lands of 
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Frankisorof t and Dalatho apone the tounes land nixt 
adjacent thairto, and for delving the fail npone the 
tonnes land without licence of the toune. 1634— 
May It — Ordanes the balk and paBsage hetuizt the 
tonnes land of Quhytatainhill and the Skynnerheoch 
perteining to Thomas Young to be sichtit and castin 
doun. Ordanes the merohes betuixt the toanes landis 
and Thomas Teudies, baith in Dalatho and Frankis- 
land, to be sichtit, and he to prodace his faitheris in- 
feftment of the mure aikeris this day xv dayis. 
Ordanes Thomas Tuedies guidis, all except tua 
sowmes, to be honndit and pyndit off the mure and 
Kaidmures. Juim )?5— Ordanes all the guidis upone 
Hammildoun, Yenlaw, and Kaidmures, except the 
tonnes guidis, to be houndit; and all the guidis 
upone Raid mure to be brocht to the Castelbill to be 
sichtit; and speciallie that the magistrattis command 
the toun jper vu^ to hound Hammiltoun. Ordanes 
the tounes decreit aganes James G reive to be put to 
executioun for eitting of the comes upoun Hammil- 
toun be the guidis of Over Kidstoun. IGSS—Feh. 2 — 
It is concludit that all these that had ony guidis 
pasturand upon Kaidmures and Yenlaw thir four 
yeires bigane be convenit befoir the proveist and 
bailyeis to gif and declair thair aythis quhat guidis 
they bad pasturit thairupon, and mak payment con- 
form tbairto, under the pane of wairaing of thair 
persoune. May 11 — Appoyntis the proveist, bailyeis, 
and maist pairt of the counsell to visit Pilmure and 
comes thairupon the morne. The counsell hes sett to 
Marioun Pringill the pece ground at the heid of the 
Auld Mylne dam for ane yeir for payment of four 
merkis, reservand the casting of faill tbairupoun for 
belting of tho oauU of the Auld Mylne. June 22 — 
Anent the wrang and oppressioun done be John 
Scott of Hundillishope* and his complices, in casting 

* In a document styled a *' suspensioun of lawburrows," 
the council on 14th July 1635, represented to the lords of 
of session that "in September 1625, John Scott of Hundilis- 
hoip, and his curatouris, and Beatrice Ker, relict of am- 
quhill James Oledntaines of Coklaw, upoun sinister narra- 
tioun maid to the lordis of our counsall and sessioun, than 
purchest letters of lawborrowes againes the complineris 
(viz., the town council ana community) and, lastlie, on 
July instant, half causit charge them be vertew of saldis 
uther auld letteres to come and find sufficient cautioun 
and lawborrowes that they, thair wyffes, bairnes, men ten- 
nentes, and servandis sal be harmles and skaithles of the 
saidis complineris," notwithstanding that Provost Charles 
Pringill had become caution on 5th October 1625; "and 
farder the said John Scott, and the saidis complineris being 
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donn ftne houB bigg:!t be the tonn upon thair proper 
landis of Kaidmare and that pairt thairof callit the 
Wester Qahaw me, this last nicht about midnioht, 
all bodin in feir of weir, referrit to the haill counsell, 
to convene at the clerkis chalmer at ane hour efter 
none. Dec. £8— The proveist and bailyeis ar ordanit 
to send for the hird of Kaidmare to cleir the comptis 
of the guidis pastnrit thairupone thir fonr yeiris 
biffane, and to set doan ane mair perfyte roll and 
ordour thairanent in tyme cnmiDgf. 1636 — April £4^- 
Ordanes the proveist and bailyeis to visit that haach 
callit the Commoun hanch betnixt Soheilgrene and 
Litill Ormistoun. AprU f5 — Ordanes that dyk be- 
tnixt Litill Ormistoun and Swynhope, biggit beQeorge 
Pretsell upone the commoun, to be presentlie castin 
donn, and the cauU at the heid thairof also to be 
removit that the burne may rin in the anld water- 
gang as it was wont to do. May S3—jBmeB 
Williamsone deolarit that except the toun of Peblis 
wald gif him that aiker of land lyand in Aikerfield 
[Bosetta] gratis, without ony kynd of compositioun, 
he wald not haif the samin nor be thair vassal nor 
acknowledge the toun to be his superionr. 1638 — 
Jan. 2i — Anent the aiker of land in Aikerfield per- 
tening to the toun of Peblis, the ooonsell hes ordanit 
the said James Williamsone, for £40 of entres silver, 
and the bigane dewties of tua merk yeirlie, to tack 
ane new richt thairof of the toun of Peblis be ane 
ohartour and sesinsr, payand yeirlie heirefter the 

foirsaid yeirlie dewties, and inoais 

of failyie the said James to put the toun in peciable 
possessioun and remove himself, his servand, son, 
and guidis thairfra. 1636 — Nov, f4 — Appointis the 
proveist and tua bailyeis, with tua of everie quarter, 
to visit Kaidmure hillis anent ane new tilth thairof 
upon Thursday at mome nixt, being ane fair day, 

upoun 14 July instant hard in presence of the lordis of our 
Secrett Counaall for certane ryottis alleadgit committed be 
ather of thame againes utheris, and being discussit, the 
saidis lordis ordanit ather of thame to find cautioun for 
utheris under certane great panes; quhilk the saidis oom^ 
plineris hes obtemperit and obeyit And sua the com- 

Elineris haifin^ fund cautioun ef befoir, and the cautiouner 
eing yitt extant on lyf and in no wors cais nor he wes the 
tyme foiresaid, but rather in better estait, the saidis com- 
plineris ar maist wranf^uslie chargit of new agane to find 
the said cautioun and lawborrowes be vertew of the saidis 
auld letteres, and ought nawayes to find the samyn." 
Parties were appointed to appear before the lords at Edin- 
burgh on 1st November, and interim suspsnsion of the new 
letters and charge was granted. 
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and failyeinK tbairof the nixt fair day thairefter. 
1637^June It—th^X the toun send, ilk day, ane to 
go aboat the hillis with the commoan hird and hoand 
the forane gaidis aff the samyn. July i7— The haill 
forane snidis pasturand upon Kaidmure to be brocht 
to the CastlehilU thair to remane till the owneris pay 
the bigane maillis thairfoir. The counsell has set to 
Alexander Mare ane thrie yeir tak of Dalatbo for 
payment of 20 merkis yetrlie. 1638— Feb. 5 — Publica- 
tioan and intiroatioun to be maid, be the toucking of 
the drum thron the toan, that all thes that hes ony 
pairtis of Kaidmure cans teill the samyn betaixt and 
this day moneth, and gif they f ailye it salbe lesam to 
thair next niohtbonris, or ony uther of that quarter, 
to teill and saw the samyn. April 9 — Ordanes the 
ofiBoeris, with ane drammer, to go throa the toun 
commanding all these that hes nolt or scbeip to pot 
the samyn to the commoun hirdis within 24 hoaris, 
under pane of £5, and skayth done to owneris of 
comes. April 16 — Anent the answer maid of the 
suiting payment of the tennents of Mylntoan for the 
maillis of Kaidmure possest be thame, John Burnet 
and remanent tennentis ansuerit that they wald pay 
no maill nor dewtie for ony possessioun of the saidis 
landis this last yeir; quhilk being considderit be the 
counsell they haif concludit that thrie or four honest 
men, at the maist fy ve, pas to the ground and appre- 
hend the saidis persounes guidis thairupone, and thair- 
efter to desyre the saidis persounes to mak payment 
of their saidis bigane maillis in presence of ane notar; 
and, gif they failye, to bring away thair guidis to the 
Castlebill, thair to remane quhill payment be maid. 
April 2S — Comperit John Scbeill, commoun hird to 
the toun, and being posit quhidder he wald abyde 
and remane thair bird for the year to cum, ansuerit 
that John Young in Milton and his sons, tennentis 
to the toun, honndit and daylie houndis his guidis, 
he wald not abyde thair hird ony langer nor Witsun- 
day next. Jwne 18 — Ordanes the thesaurar to 
persew John Scott, his wyf , and servantis, for slaying 
of oertane scheip, perteining to the toan, upon Kaid- 
mure yesterday, being the Sabboth Day. Set to 
Malcolm Phillip thrie sowmes gers upon Kaidmure 
for four merkis the sowme. 

MiUa,— 1633— May fJ — Andro Diksone to await 
upon the come mylnes and uplift the multures 
thairof, to be deliverit be him daylie to the 
thesaurer, and to mak ane noit in ane buik to be 
keipit and producit be him. 1636— June 13— 
The ooansell ordanit that all forane victuall to 
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be brooht to this toun salbe ground at the mylnes 
of this burgh for payment for everie boll pels, 
beins, and ry, two copfulUs of the schilling cop 
to the miller, and ane fourt pairt of the qaheit 
cop to James Halden, and to the keiparis of the 
mylnes at the direction of the awneris of the stuff, 
they alwyis doing sufficient and thankfuU service 
thairfor; and gif ony wrangis be qualifeit the maister 
milleris and James Halden to be ansuerable thairfoir, 
and to pay for ilk fault ten merkis. Jmyt 30 — 
Ordanis the maister milleris to pay to the thesaurar 
ten merkis for contravening the last act maid anent 
the grinding of comes at the mylnes, and speciallie 
Robert Corbettis stuff, and in the meane time to 
waird Andro Halden in the stepill, thairln to remane 

?[uhill he pay to the said Kobert Corbet fy ve merkis 
or his loisses. 

WeighU and Prices. — 1633 — May ^7 — Ordanes 
balkes and wechtis to be maid in evcrie baikhous for 
■weying of the breld to be baiken thairat, and the 
quantite and qualitie thereof to be considderit be the 
proveist and bailyeis thairof or sum uther they sail 
appoint for that effect; and the magistrattis to 
punisch the oontravenares of the formar actis maid 
thairanent. 1635—Augu8t 31 — John Tuedie, mer- 
chant, being censurit upon his awin confession for 
selling of tua pennie candilles for four pennies, and 
being fund culpable of sindrie uther puntis in 
wrangus selling of his merchandice be wechtis 
quhilkis ar onsufficient, the counsell has contineuit 
his punisch ment till the nixt counsell day; and in the 
meane tyme the counsell ordanes him to bring hame 
sufficient walris and sell the samyn at ane competent 
rait, and to half ane half pound brasin wecht of 
brasin wechtis markit with the Jlure de lus* under 
the pane of ten pandis for ilk fait. 1638 — Oct, 15 — 
Ordanis the haill aill to be proclamit to be sauld for 
sextene pennies the pynt. Ordanes the haill ait 
breid to be tryit and sauld for aucht pennies the loaf, 
and the loaf to be sextene uncis, and na loafls to be 
sauld at ony uther pryce. 

School and Schoolmaster. — 1636-^ Aug, i— Ordanes 
the thesaurar to buy Wadderburnes grammarf and 

* The fieur de lis was the stamp or authoritative mark 
impressed on the standard avoir dupoii pound or its aliquot 
parts. 

t For particulars regarding this early educational work 
and its distinguished author, Mr David Wedderbame, 
master of the Grammar School of Aberdeen, see Grant's 
JSTiflfory of Burgh Sc^ooU. 
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deliver the sarnin to the toholmaister, conform to 
the act of the barrowis at tbair eeaeral conventionn. 
Nov, 14 — Compeirit Mr William Mairtene, lait 
Bcholmaister, and being poied anent bis obedience in 
removing from tbe sobole at Alhallowmes, conform 
to ane premonitioan maid to him in Angust last, 
and anent tbe observing of the haill injunctioanes 
Bubscrivit be him at bis admissiouo, grantit that he 
was dulie premonisobit, and denyit that he had 
failyeit in ony of tbe saidis injanctiounea, and tbair- 
for oald not remove; and the coonsell being informit 
of tbe violatioun of tbe maist pairt of the saidis 
iujunctiounes, ordanes him to be present the nixt 
coansell day to ansuer tbair to. 1637 — Feb, 6 — Com- 
peirit Mr William Mairtene, scholmaister, and con- 
test bis erroar and oursicht in raising and executing 
ane edict for augmentatioun of bis stipend to be im- 
posit upon the haill parochin without tbair consent, 
and thairfor oravit humblie tbair pardoun; and for 
prosequnting of the said intentit edict humblie 
oravit tbair concurrence, and promeist, during his 
reeidence and service heir, he suld be content for the 
tounes pairt for his stipend contenit in tbe formar 
act at his admissioun; with the quhilk oursicht the 
counsell hes dispensit. 

Expentea of Commissioners to Parliam^tU, dsc, — 
1639 — April 30— It is statute and ordanit that in 
respect tbe commoun gutdis ar exhauatit, and often 
imployment of commissioneris in their present 
effairis, quhasaever salbe chosin commissioner, ather 
to parliament or uther meitingis at Edinburgh, or 
ony pairt of Louthiane, he sail half the first day of 
his away going and the last day of bis hame cuming, 
ilk day xl s., and the remanent dayis of his abaid 
and awaiting xxx s. alanerlie. John Lowis, provest, 
and James Williamsone ar chosin, conjunctlie and 
severallie, commissioneris to the enaewing parlia- 
ment and all meitings sail happia to be befoir the 
samyn. The instructiounes and letteres from the 
nobilitie and commissioneris of Edinburgh deliverit 
to them. 

ConstcMes—1636 — June l?0— Comperit John Greve, 
John Frank, William Faterson, and Robert Thom- 
son, constables, and being sworne be tbe proveist, 
maid fayth for dew and thankfuU service in the 
office of constabillischip within this burgh, ay and 
qubill they be discbargit and new constables estab- 
lischit and put in tbair rowmes. 

Incomers, — 1653— July i— Ordaines all these that 
hes set houssis to sick [such] persounis as ar thooht 



OLEAKINaS FBOM THl BUBOH BICOBDS. 125 

anneoesiar and not burgessis to be panischit conforme 
to the former aotis maid thairanent. JvXy 15— Corn- 
pent William Porteoas, burgee, and being convict in 
the anlawis for not removing of sick persounea as 
he bee set houssis to, is ordanit to be wardit till he 
pay the formar ualawis and till he remove these 
persoanes, viz., John Scott, James Smaill, Bessie 
Johnstoan, tbair wyflSs and haill famelie. X638 — 
Aprils — Ordanes the magistrattis to mak serch of 
the unlawfull and onnecessar peraones, incammeris 
in this burgh, and mak ane roll thairof, and report 
this day 8 dayis. 

Selections from Accounts, 1633-4.— IGSS—Oct, ^S— 
In companie with the proveist and bailliea quhen 
Sir Jhone Kamiltones men* was maid burges, pait 
for aill to Issbill Hecford, 478. 6d.; mair to Mariane 
Horsbruik for aill, 10s. dd.; mair to Mergrat Beid 
for wyne to Sir Johnes men, out of his sicht, in 
companie with the proveist and baillies and sundry 
of the counsell, being 4 pyntis, 2 breid, SOs. Nov, 8 
— To Issbill PatersoD, quhen Thomas Moffat carit 
aae letter to Sir John, lis. 8d. if— To Thomas 
Johnestoun to by ane furlat meiU, the comes being 
sua lang out, and to cans him kelp the no wit 15 
dayis langer, 378. To William Muire, burgess in 
Edinburgh, for the anwellrent of 600 merkis, £40. 
1634— Jan, 3— To John Miller, sklaitter, for 38 
fittia of glass and wyre to the schaippill, £11, 8s. 8d. ; 
for glas bandis, SSs. 4d.; 200 naillis, 10s. To 
Robert Thomeaone, for the bak hall door to the hall 
of the towne hous, £3, 63. 8d. For thrie caissis to 
pat round about the wyre, the timer being bis awin, 
24s. Feb. 4-^To John Miller for mending of the 
glas windowis in the towne housis, 12 fitts of 
glas at 6s. 8d., £4. 13— To ane passenger callit 
George Magumerie, 6s. Gevin William Melros for 
ganging with ane letter to Sir John Hamilton quhilk 
he sowcht him in sundry pairtis of Eist Lowdieane, 
408. i7— To John MUler, glaisingwricht, for 18 fittis 
glas and 18 fittis wyre to the towbuith windo, 
£10, 16a. Qevin Beasie Tuedy, for her scbalmer 
mail! to the French woman and the bairns that span, 

* ** James Lauder (and three others) servitouria to the 
richt worshipful Sir John Hamiltoun of Skirllnir, knicht, 
admittit burgesses and friemea of the buri^h." — MS. ^mrt 
Book. Sir John had at this time been appointed arbiter for 
the town in a submlsiiion entered into with Robert Burnet 
of Cringletie as to the boundaries between Hamilton Hill 
and Over and Nether Kidatons. As to Sir John'a aoquiai- 
Uon and disposal of Skirling estate aee HUiory of Peebkt* 
thire, pp. 468-4. 



126 6LKANIN0B FROM THE BUBOH BBOOBDS. 

for «ne yeir, £20. Mar, 14— To Andro Bryddone 
for four staiue tua pondis scheis, to give Mr tlairrie 
OikMoae, £10, 13^. Gevin Andro Diksone for 23 
treis to Mtt ia the kirkyaird, £3s. Gs. 8d. Gevin for 
the new aotis of parliament, 29«. Ap, 4—T^or 5 
furlatis aittis to saw in Hamilton, £6, 13s. 4d. 
Ap. 12, — Gevin qahen the dark writ the wairnings 
anent Pirne and thame of the Hillhousis, 128.; gevin 
William Mellros to gang to Uenderleithin kirk to 
reid thame and for wairning of thame, 128. Gevin, 
in companie with the proveist, to Thomas Naismyth 
for tbne pyntia aill to desyre him to cairrie ane 
letter to my lord Tester anent the saiddill to the 
secand hors, 4b. To James Haldane for tua ruidis 
calsay at the watter wicket, £8, 3s. May 22— To 
ane gentill woman, come from Ireland, cailit Ker, 
298. Gevin to the thrie offioeris quhen Alexander 
Hay [son of Sir John Hay, clerk register], was maid 
barges — he wald have given thame silver, but the 
bailiie caasit me geve thame 24s. To James Haldane, 
with utberis, for rowling up of grit staines to Queld 
brig, and for calsaing the pilleris, thrie dayis, £6; 
for fonr peisis of aik timer to Queid brig, ISs. To 
four men that past to the Bister Hill to meit the 
laird of Horsbruch anent the mairches that onr men 
had castene turfs; we wrang, ISs. 4d. June 27 — To 
ane John Muir, bailiie in Northberwik, anent 
repairing of thair herberie quhilk the haill borowes 
had consentit and gevin him according to thair 
abillitie, £8, 14s.; item, payit thrie pyntis aill, 5s. 
Jvly — Item, for ane bras cover to King David seall,* 
68.; item, for ane ledder .wallit [leather bag] to put 
in our writis, 38. August — To crippill Johnestone to 
himself, 6s.; and for ane hors to the Kringilltie, ^. 
Sept, — To Andro Haldine for biging up of the hous 
at the Quhame fitt, the wallis and the timer, him 
and his sone, 468. To the guid man of Flora for 
tuelf kaiberia, 508. Item, quhen I read ]rode] 
downe to by thame he and I drank in the Pirne, 
quhilk it saU lowe for my waidge, payit four pyntis 
aill, 68. 8d. To ane man cailit Hapkirk, for tua 
cairige from Plorra to Febills, 128. Oct. 10 — Gevin 
John Lang, pypper, agrelt with the maist pairt of 
the counsell in Patrik Yaitchis, £10; item, heoht 

* The seal here referred to may have been that attached to 
one of the charters by Kin^; David II. to the chapel of the 
Virgin liary. Or, ** King David's Seal" may have been the 
designation by which the matrix of the old burgh seal was 
known. In 1636 a sum of 68. is paid "for mending the 
tonnes sealL" 
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(promised) him ane pair schone, 208.; item, for the 
thryes about the cowmaneis playing, 208.; item, 
quhen guid William Tempill brak his pyppis, geve 
him to gang to Dekeith, 298. To William Millros 
for ganging to the Bottanes with ane letter to my 
lord Tester, 248. Item, for Patrik Thomsone and 
Alexan(1f>r Mnire, baillyes thair yeir fie, £4; item, 
for candill qahen thay past to the cowmane kist at 
sundry tymes this^ yeir bygane, Os. ; item, to myself 
to by pe])per and ink, Gs. 8d. 
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XX. 

Pbesbytbry or Episoopaoy—Aduinistbation of 
THE Bishops— Laud's Litubgt— Commotion 
IN Church App airs— National Covenant- 
King's Covenant— Glasgow General As- 
sembly—Abolition op Episcopacy— Civil 
War. 

The hierarchical form of church government, it has 
been contended, was not altogether absent from the 
scheme set forth in the First Book of Discipline, 
prepared by Knox and his coadiators at the Reforma- 
tion, though on the other hand it is known that the 
provision for Superintendents, having charge of dis- 
tricts or dioceses, was only meant as a temporary ex- 
pedient, necessitated by the dearth, at the start, of 
qualified preachers. But it was not long till even the 
discarded designation was restored. As the result of 
an intrigue between the Regent Morton and other 
lay lords for securing their own aggrandisement, by 
a method which writers on ecclesiastical history have 
exposed and made their readers familiar with, the 
names and titles of bishops and archbishops, with 
the bounds of their dioceses, again came into use, and 
their functions were to some extent discharged. This 
was in 1572, and from that time onward till 1610, 
when a general assembly of the church formally 
sanctioned the episcopal order, there was a con- 
tinuous struggle between the champions of presbytery 
on the one hand and of prelacy on the other for 
supremacy, with intermittent successes and defeats 
on either side. With the triumph of prelacy in 1610 
the power of ordaining and deposing ministers, ex- 
communicating and absolving offenders, and gener- 
ally supervising church affairs in their respective 
dioceses was now vested in the bishops, who were too 
often the pliable instiuments in the king's bands for 
furthering his steadfast policy of establishing arbi- 
trary power in the crown. The administration of 
many oppressive laws, imposed with these despotic 
aims, during King James' reign and the early years of 
that of his successor, brought the episcopal system 
into bad repute, and eventually a series of exception* 
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ally irritating incidents, culminating in the attempt 
to foiat an obnoxious liturgy upon the nation, brought 
on an open revolt. 

In Peebles, the ecclesiastical situation seems, so far 
as the records show, to have been acquiesced in with- 
out murmur. Dr Theodore Hay had been appoint- 
ed minister in 1610, Bishop Spottiswoode being then 
in charge of the Glasgow diocese, in which Peebles 
was situated. At that time no one professing non- 
conformist views would be selected for the ministry, 
and it may therefore be assumed that Hay was a 
prelatist on principle. Indeed, he was a member of 
the court of High Commission, a judicatory which, 
superseding the functions of a general assembly, was 
specially disliked and complained of by presbyterians. 
Then the Glasgow bishops seem to have been lenient 
administrators. Spottiswoode was succeeded in 1615 
by Archbishop Law, a man of learning and a bounti- 
ful benefactor to the cathedral and the library of the 
college. For the building of that library, and pro- 
bably at the instigation of the bishop, contributions 
were in 1632 made by Dr Theodore Hay of 100 
merks; Hew Ker, minister of Lyne, of 20 merks, and 
Alexander Spittall, minister of Manor, of £10. 
Law died in the end of 1632, and was succeeded by 
Patrick Lindsay, who held ofiBce till his deposition 
along with the other prelates in 1638. Of Lindsay, 
John M*Ure, the historian of Glasgow, remarks — 
*■ He exercised his episcopal function with great 
moderation and temper, and was indulgent in matters 
of discipline and ceremony, which he never urged 
with any vehemency; and was thought to be but 
cold in pressing these things about which so much of 
the heat of these times were spent. ... In his 
own judgment he was much against the forming, and 
far more against the pressing the exercise of the 
liturgy and the canons." In 1633, an entry in the 
burgh Accounts mentions the payment of £6 ** to 
James Williamsone, being directed with the parson 
to the hysohop of Glasgow whair he remained thrie 
dayes," bat the purport of the visit does not transpire. 
Other communications between the town and the 
bishop are also noticed: — ** 1634— April ^ — Gevin, in 
company with the proveist and baillies, to Mergrat 
Beid quhen thay war advysing to send in to the 
bisschop, 4 pyntis wyne and 3 breid, 51s. To Mr 
Andro Watson, quhen he read [rode] to Glaskow, for 
his waidgis and for the silver he had depursit with 
Mr Hairrie and utheris, £20. Item, payit Mergrat 
Beid for taa pyntis wyne, 24«, Hay DS— Pftyit in 
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Mr Andro WAtsonet qahen he oome oat of GImIcow, 
in oompftnie with the maiit pairt of the oonniell, 
qohea be tald thftme qnhat he had done, wyne, aill, 
and breid, 32i. 8d. May tt—To Mr Alexander 
Spittill, his man, to gang to Glaskow with snm 
letters anent the biasbop, 588. June BS—To the 
persone, James Williamsone, and Mr Andro Watsone, 
to attend in Edinbargh fyre dayis with the bischop, 
£20; item, to Mr Andro, £8. July 10— I was direct- 
it to Edinburgh to mak the exchaker cowmpt and to 
attend with the persone and Mr Andro Watsone 
anent the eirll of Traqoalr, being in sindry meitingis 
with the persone and the ersohbissiop men and Mr 
Hairie Gibsone at sindry times. Item, to Mr Hairrie 
Gibeone, as pairt of payment for his paines at 
Glaskow, his obteineing and rescayeing of a proteck- 
tioune at Traqoaires instance and for his gnid adveis 
to help the commissioaerB for the towne and promeis 
of conleinaowance, £5, 16fl. Item, qnhen we come 
bak fra consultatioune of our laweris quhair Andro 
Hay producit our new infeftment for thair better in- 
formatioune, 33s. 16S6'-Jan, £8— To Mr Andro 
Watsoun direct to EdiDhurRh to the bishop anent 
the oommiasariat, £3, lOs. April 8— To Mr Andro 
Watsoun, direct to the byschope the second tyme, re- 
maining at Edinburgh 4 day is, £6.'* 

In May 1636, Bishop Lyndsay visited Peebles and 
partook of its hospitality. An entry in the court 
book, under date 27th May, bears that at a meeting 
of the council, held "in the foir chalmer of the 
proveist," there were also present **the most reverend 
father in Qod, Patrik, be the mercie of God, 
archibisohope of Glasgow, primat of Scotland, ane 
of the most honorabill lordis of his Majestie's 
privie counsell and Commission, &c.; Mr James 
Lyndsay of Flemyngtoun, his sone; John Peter, 
commissar of Peblis; Mr Alexander Lyndsay 
and Thomas Bos, servitouris to the said reverend 
father; Bartilmo Layng and Robert Thomsone, 
servitouris to the said Mr James; Mr John Nemik, 
minister of Haly wod; Mr Henry Peirsone, persone of 
Bedrewall; Charles Geddes, servitour to Michaell 
Nasmyth, younger of Posso; Mr Hew Ker, persoune 
of Lyne; William Williamsone, sone laufuU to 
Jame Williamsone, pro vest of Peblis." The names 
appearing in this connection seem to indicate that 
the parties were made burgesses and freemen, but by 
a curious oversight the scribe has omitted to state the 
fact. The accounts refer to the reception given to 
the Tisiton;- '* Payit at Lynt bridge, goeing an« 
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n«mber together to meit the bTiohope, 24i. ; oompted 
with Mergret Heid, before the proveist and bailyiea, 
when the byiohop was heir and payit to her, £10, 
12a.; item, tuo Sciistis of confeitis, 208.; item, for 
aile ftnd schortebread, at that tyme, to Ohriitian 
Hay, 4l8." 

About the beginning of the year 1637, even after 
prelacy had been the eatabliehed form of oharch 
government in Scotland for thirty years, the great 
body of the people were still nnreconciled to it, 
and the desire for a return to the simpler Presby- 
terian system, with its free general assemblies, was 
every day^ becoming more urgent. The nobility, too, 
were getting alarmed at the extent to which the king 
had been putting in practice his theories regarding 
the royal prerogative, and just at this juncture the 
blunder was committed of Charles and his adviser 
Laud attempting to introduce innovations of a more 
obnoxious nature than any that had preceded them. 
What was known as Knox*s liturgy, being a collec- 
tion of prayers which it is supposed was originally 
meant as a help to ministers and the officials known 
as readers, at a time when properly qualified clergy- 
men were scarce, had been long in use, but fixed 
formularies when such could be avoided were gener- 
allv regarded with disfavour; and accordingly when 
orders came down from London, requiring, under 
severe penalties, the reading in all the churches of a 
service book which the people were taught to regard 
as savouring of popish doctrine and superstition, 
the outcry against such innovations became so strong 
and universal as to sweep prelacy out of existence. 
The outbreak in St Qiles unurch on the memorable 
occasion when (23rd July 1637) Jenny G^des hurled 
her stool at the head of the officiating clergyman 
while attempting to read the liturgy for the first 
time in public, was followed by general commotion 
throughout the country; proclamations by the king 
were met by counter proclamations and protests on 
behalf of the people, while the capital was thronged 
with noblemen and gentlemen, commissioners from 
various places, with their retainers, supplicating the 
privy council for the suppression of the service book 
and redress of other grievances. The agitation was 
continued for several months and tbis explains 
the following communication addressed "to our 
honorabil and loving freinds and nightbours, the 
provest and baillies of Peiblis": — "The ooppic 
of the commown advertisement sent from the com- 
missioners unto al that ar weal affected, onto tA 
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pairUii of the Ungdome, for onming to oar meitings 
at Edinbargh the 22nd day of Februar 1638. The 
noblemen, commiuioners of sbeirs and borrowis, and 
nthert, conveined apon adverteisment for this 
oommoan oawse, qabilk oonsemiB the preservation 
of trew religion, the lawie and liberties of the 
Icingdome, understanding how the preUtis, by mis- 
information of the King's Majestie, had« after thair 
aocaitnmed maner, procured ane proolamatioan to 
be maid for establisching the service buik and dis- 
charging al meitings nnder the pain of treasoune, 
have (in Qodis providence) legallie obviat the publica- 
tion and ratification thairof by tyroows protestation 
and declynatonr of the commoune adversaries, the 
prelatis, at the oroesis of Stirling, Lithkow, and 
Edinburgh, and ar resolved to do the like at al uther 
plaois as neid shal be, quherthrouch, in the judge- 
ment of suche as nnderstand beet, thair proclamation 
and proceidings ar maid of .no legal force to hinder 
the absolut melting of al having entresse in this 
oommouii cawse and eztraordinarie exegence; and 
Being maters ar now cam to ane heii^ht that ether we 
must forsake the way of trew religion, established 
by lawis, and betrey the lawful liberties of the 
kingdome, or els resolve upon sache ane solid course 
as may in ane right maner prevein this eminent 
and irrevooabil ruioe of al quherunto our sinnis and 
the bishops treatcherie ar liklie to draw as, except 
by tymous humbling our selvis befoir God and 
Graving God's blessing upon our lawful consultations 
we prevein the samyn: Let al these thairfor quhom 
this oawse oonsernis, and quho tenderis God's glorie, 
his Majesties honour, and weilfair of the kingdome, 
addresse them selvis with al diligence to this soleme 
melting now conveined at Edinbur^jh, quhair thair 
caming is attendit for consultation bow his Majestie 
may be yet better informed and this present perrel 
prevenit, if so it shall please the Lord. In the 
meantyme let every ane quho shal heir heirof 
huinbil them selvis befoir God for deprecating of his 
fearful wrath, quherunto our Lord Jesus now of a 
long tyme, by disobedience of His word and despys- 
ing of his glorious gospel and the ordinances of his 
kingdome, is provocked. At thair cuming heir we 
ar persuaded to mak our loyaltie and lawful proceid- 
ings cleir to them as we have done to al suche quhom 
we have aquented thairof. From the commissioners 
of borrowis, met at Edinburgh, the 22nd of Februar 
1638. Let no man doubt for the not subscryving 
heiiof for the resaowns shal be shawin at meiting." 
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Conseqaent on the call thas issued for combined 
action, a great and eftthasiastic gathering took place 
in Edinburgh, and amongst other procedure there 
occurred the famous demonstration in Greyfriars' 
Church, on 1st March, when the National Covenant 
was renewed with great solemnity. The Covenant 
originally consisted of an abjuration of the Popish 
system and an engagement to defend the Reformed 
Church and the King's authority, but to meet the 
present conjuncture there was now added an obliga- 
tion to resist all innovations already introduced, and 
** to labour by all means lawful to recover the purity 
and liberty of the gospel as it was professed and 
established before the foresaid innovations. " Amongst 
the subscribers on this occasion was Lord Yester, 
who at that time and afterwards took an active part 
in support of tbe Covenanting cause. Copies of the 
Covenant were speedily distributed throughout the 
whole couotry, and it is said to have been, with few 
exceptions, subscribed by all classes with tbe greatest 
spontaneity and unanimity. As a counter move to 
the action of the Covenanters, and, according to 
their view, with tbe object of entrapping the unwary, 
the King, on 22nd September, issued a proclamation 
enjoining the renewal of the Covenant subscribed in 
1580, in which, under the amblKUons phrase — ** the 
religion presently professed," it seemed intended that 
prelacy should be screened. The Covenanters pro- 
tested against the supposed stratagem, and it is to the 
document in question, sometimes called the King's 
Covenant, that the following entry in the council 
record refers: — **-^A Oct. 1638 — Anent the missive 
letter sent from the commissionaris of Edinburgh, 
and utheris burghis convenit at Edinburgh, to us, 
desyreing this burgb to protest aganes the proolama- 
toun of the generall covenant, the counsel! hes con- 
cludit that protestatioun sail be maid quhensuever 
the samyn salbe proclamit, and to that effect ordanes 
tua of the counsall to attend the samyn day lie." 

Confident in the justice of their cause, and en- 
couraged by tbe increasing number and enthusiasm 
of their adherents, the Covenanters were now less 
than ever disposed to be misled, or to have their aims 
frustrated, by any temporising policy, and at last 
the King was constrained to give his sanction to the 
holding of a ** free general assembly." To this con- 
vocation, the proceedings of which mark one of the 
great epochs in Scottish history, the town council 
sent a commissioner, but there was not complete 
unanimity in the appointment :--** i^^ — Oet» 16— 
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JftmM WUliAinione, be vmt of the maist pairt of the 
eoaniell, is oreat oomnuuioner to the general aieeni- 
blie'to be at Glasgow the 21jt of November nixt, 
with continaation of days/' By this assembly, which 
oommenoed its proceedings oq 2l8t November and 
oontinoed till 20ih Deoember, prelacy was abolished, 
presbyterianism restored, and all measures obaoxious 
and oppressive to the latter form of ohuroh govern- 
ment annalled. On the return of the provost he 
oommanioated the result to the ooanoil— ** i&5^— 
Dee. iP4— Oomoerit James Williamsons, commissioner 
at the generall assembly at Glasgow, and reportit 
his diligence and report of the principall tbingis done 
thairinttll, and produoit ane index of the maist pairt 
of the actis and oonstitutionis thairof." The cove- 
nant bad not yet been subscribed by all the inhabi- 
tants, and some pressure was applied to secure that 
objeet:--** 16S9 — Jan. 21 — Ordanes tocon vene all these 
of this burgh that hes not subscry vit the first cove- 
nant to subscry ve the samyn. AprU f9— Ordanes 
all these tbat hes not subscry vit the covenantis to be 
convenit this day at the clerkis buith to subsoryve 
the samyn. April 30 — The counsell ordanes the 
offioeris to warne all these inhabitants of this burgh 
that hes not subscry vit the townes covenant to cum 
to the clerkis cbalmer within 24 buuris and subscryve 
the samvn, with oertificatioun to thame quha faiiyeis 
they sail incur the panes contenit in the instruo- 
tiounes sent to the proveist, bailyeis, and counsell 
be the noble men, barones, and ministrie thair- 
anent.** 

Throughout all these proceedings the Oovenanters 
did not waver in their conspicuous loyalty to the 
crown, and they now took care to represent their 
true position at head quarters. All, however, was 
of no avail. Charles was indignant at the opposition 
to his schemes, and determined to punish the 
offenders. He and the English parliament happened 
at this time to be in antagonism, and no assistance 
oould be got there. But with the aid of the English 
clergy and those favouring the Bomish religion an 
army was raised for the invasion and subjugation of 
Scotland. Nor were the Covenanters remiss in tak- 
ing prompt measures for the defence of their country. 
An army was levied without delay, every fourth 
man in the kingdom being called to arms and trained 
in the use of them; the veteran commander. General 
Leslie,* was put at the head of military affairs, and 

* Alexander Leslie, afterwards first Earl of Leven, had 
amed in Continental wan a high reputation for skill and 
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when the time for action arrived he had upwards of 
20,000 men in the field, filled with martial enthn- 
siasm and faithful to the motto inicribed on every 
banner— "Fob Chbist's Cbown and Covbnant." 
The plan of the campaign involved an attack from 
the ED^lish side both by land and sea, and in the end 
of April a fleet of twenty large ihipe of war and some 
smaller vessels reached the Firth of Forth, while the 
land section of the invadinf? force entered the country 
by wny of Berwick. 

In these preparations for defence thn town of Peeblea 
took its due share :—'*16S9 Feb, iS5— Ordanes ane 
wapounshawingr to be upone Monday nixt, this day 
anohtdayis, and publicatioun to be maid heirof be the 
drummer; and quhosoever sail be fund nocht to be 
provydit in the armoar enjoynit to him, conform to 
ane act maid thairanent upone the 18th of Februar 
instant, sail pay ten pundis but mitigation. 1^ 
Map — Anent my Lord Testeris letter direct to the 
burgh of Peblis and gentrie of the sohyre, daittit the 
last of Apryle last, beirand that his Majesties navie 
of tnentie-aucht weir schippis war cum within the 
Forth towards Leyth that thairfoir the fourt man of 
the kingdome behovit to ryse in airmes as was 
formarlie proclaimeit; lykwyis ordaning that the 
fourt man of the burgh said repair to him and his 
onllouris at Leyth this nicht at anes, in such airmes 
and fnrnist as was appointit; the magistrattis and 
haill counsellouris of this burgh ordanes the first 
quarter of the inhabitantis disignit in the roll, with 
tne magistrat appointit thairto, to performe the 
desyre and ordinance of his lordshipis foirsaid letter 
in sua far as may extend to the number and space 
of ten dayis and ten nichtis service alanerlie; at the 
expyring qnhairof the saidis magistrats and connsell 
ordanes the magistrat and men specifeit in the 
secnnd rank tn releive thame, and efter uther ten 
dayis these of the thrid rank to releive these of the 
■ecnnd; and sicklyk these of the fourt rank to re- 
leive the thrid; and during the said service to beigin 
agane at the first rank." On SOtb May the coanoil 
undertake to relieve the fourth company then out, 
<* at the expiring of thair ten dayis awaiting npon the 
regiment under coronell Hay of Tester, at his armie 
now at Burmknowis in Lowthiane, aither thair or 

bravery. He held the rank of Field Marshal in the army 
of GustavuB Adolphus and continued in the Swedish service 
till, loyally responding to the invitation of the Oove- 
nanters, he returned to Scotland to guide their warlike 
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qnhainoever the airmy sail happin to be for the 
tyme, upone 24 boaris wairning; and on 11th Jane 
there is another company, in its rotation, ** presentlie 
going to my lord coronell Hay of Tester his regi- 
ment now at Danslaw." 

The campaign proved a short one. The King 
found that he had grievonsly underestimated the 
strength of the forces he had set himself against, 
while all that the Covenanters desired was to be saved 
from farther molestation. A treaty of pacification 
was concluded on 18th June, whereby the army was 
dubanded, the £ang*8 castles were to be restored, the 
hostile fleet was to take its departure, and the under- 
standing seems to have been that all ecclesiastical 
matters should be determined by a general assetubly 
of the kirk and all civil matters by parliament. The 
following entry in the records refers to the collection 
of the arms after the returu uf the town's coid> 
panics. *' Aug. 19— Ordanes the provost and baillies 
to exact the pryces of the picks and musketis deliverit 
to the inhabitantis of this bur^h, and to serche quha 
ressavit these left at the camp, beginning first at 
Patrick Thomsnne and his companie." 

The treasurer's accounts contain several references 
to the proceedings of parliament and assemblies, the 
subscribing of the covenant, and the civil war: — 
** 163S — May 29 — To ane postman who brought ane 
letter from the commissioneris of Edinburgh, 6s. 
June 18 — To James Lyntoun who came fra Edin- 
bnr(ih, sent be James Williarosone with protesta- 
tiounes befor the provest and baillies, 24s. July 5— 
To ane post who brought ane proclamatioun frae the 
lordis of secreit counsall quhich was proclamed be 
John Patersone, notar and messenger, quha gave 
his executioun therupoun, to the positman, 12s, ; to 
the messenger, 6s. Sept. 29 — Gevin to Thomas 
Crawfurd for doubling of the protestatioun against 
the last covenant, 128. Nov. 6 — To John Lowes, 
provest, being sent to Edinburgh to resRave informa- 
tion anent the subscryving of the last covenant, and 
remaining ther 5 dayes, £10. Nov. 16 — Quhen the 
commissioun for Glasgow was sealed, for ane candell, 
4d. Nov. 17 — To James Williamsone, being com- 
missioner elected to Glasgow, in pairt of payment of 
his wadges, £60. Dec 12 — To William Bennat and 
Thomas Dodis for bringing fra Leith 20 muskettes 
with thair necessaris, everie roan 248. To William 
Melrose, officer, for going to Edinburgh with ane 
letter to John Lowes, proveist, quhich was dely veied 
be the provost to my lord Tester, 26s. 8d. To 
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William Melrose, offioer, for going with ane letter to 
ISir Alexander Murray of Darnehall, to advertiae 
him anent the anhscryving of the last covenant, 6s. 
8d. 1639- Jan. 19— To William Low for doubling 
of instructions sent be the nobilitie of the sohire of 
Tueddall, 6a. JPe&. if —For my awin wadges, being 
direct be the connsell to Edinburgh to ressave picke 
and mnsquet for my Lord Yester, 2 day is, £3. Feb, 
15 — To 3 men for bringing fra Leith twa carriage of 
pickis and ane of ball and match, £3. To William 
Weichtman for bringing of 20 musqaetis fra Neid- 
path, 48. Feb. 19— To David Plenderleith, baillie, 
being elect be Nthe connsell commissioner to attend 
at Edinburgh with the rest of the borrowes, 8 dayes, 
£12. Feb, f J— John Lowes, provest, wes elected be 
the counsell to relive David Plenderleith, baillie, 
who was attending at Edinburgh the meetings with 
the rest of the borrowes, and remained tbair 14 
dayes, £28. AprU S4-To James Qeddes, taylour, 
for sax quarteris of graye cloth qnhich was given to 
Thomas Gibsone to be ane pair of breitches, 36s. 
To Thomas Gibsone, John Scott, John Stoddart, and 
Alexander Enmont, being four suddertis [soldiers] 
chosen to go to crowner Monro, everie ane, 12s. 
[Ool. Munro had command of the detachment of the 
army which shortly after this dispersed a body of 
English trops at Kelso.] April fS7— To ane post who 
broucht instrnctiones fra the nobilitie, 128. Map 31 
— To David Penderleith, bailie, quhen he went with 
the fourt company to relieffe the thrid, to devyd 
amongst these of his companie quhom the other 
bailyie and be esteemed had little spending, £4. 
July— To James Williamsone, provest, conform to 
warrand 20th May, for his attending the meittings 
with the noblemen, barrones and borrowes at Edin- 
burgh, £19, 12a." 




138 OUANIlfOS FBOM THB BT7B0H REC0SD8, 



XXI. 

TiOAB AND BiADiB— Weekly and Daily Ser- 
viOES— Visit to Oambbidob Ukivebsity— 
Pabbages from ** Sootiohbovioon," eto.— 
FouNDiNO OF Cbobs Ohuboh — Pabish 
Ohuboh. 

Mb Andbew Watbom (the prefix at this time dis- 
tingaiahei the holder of a defirree in arts), had been 
admitted vioar of Peebles in 1629, the ceremony hav- 
ing taken place in the Oroas Kirk in preaence of a 
Ifreat number of the parishioners (see Chambers* His- 
tory^ p. 155). Part of his duties seems to have been 
the conducting of weekly and daily services, and in 
the performance of these a Question between him 
and the people came up for aecision in the church 
courts in 1639, as narrated in the following extract 
from the presbytery records :->** At Pebles, the 27 of 
Februare 1640.— The presbitrie having advysed anent 
the forme of the act grantit in favoris of the town 
and parocbin of Pebles against Mr Andrew Watsone, 
vicar and reidar. of the date att Pebles, * 18 j July 
1639, ordeining the said Mr Andrew Watsoune to 
give them weiklie and dailie service conforme to 
their bill as is set doun in the said act, notwithstand- 
ing quherof the said Mr Androw did declyne the 
{iresbitrie and appealed to the generall assemblie 
nditted by his Majestic at Edinburgh the 12 oi Au- 
gust 1639, quherupoun the toun askit instruments 
and required ane extract of his declinatour; and 
raising letters thairupoun, did cite the said Mr 
Androw befor the generall assemblie, qnha, compeir- 
ing befor them the 22 of August 1639, the generall 
assemblie did refer the samin back to the presbitrie 
of Pebles, and ordenit them to make a deirer act; 
and now the presbitrie being therwith maturlie and 
ryiplie advysit, and considering that tbey have only 
power in spirituall and eccleslaatioall affairs, and 
that the former act seemed not oleir to the generall 
assemblie, but partlie civill and partlie eocleaiflsti- 
call, doth refer the civill part to the judge ordinar 
and competent for such causes, and for the other 
part of the act as they have injoyned so be thir 
praients they doe injoyne and ordidne the said Mr 
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Andrew Watione to give tbem dailie service, evening 
and morning prayeris, and reiding in the hone of 
prayer appoyntit for that effect; and the toun of 
Pebles being present, att least James Williamsone, 
proveist, accompanied with the bailies, clerk, and 
counsell, the said James, in his aune name and 
thairs, and in name of the tonn and paroche, did 
accept and was content with the samen ordinance." 

In the accounts there are references to the vicar 
being deputed on the town's affairs and also to the 
presbytery proceedings regarding him: — 1639— April 
10, — ^To William Weichtman for his horse wadge 
qaherupon Mr Androw Watsone did ryde to Edin- 
burgh, 20s. To Mr Andro Watsone, being elected be 
the connsell to go to Edinburgh to advyse fanent 
sum difficulties, and remaining thair thrie dayes 
£4, 10s. 3d. July 24—1 being direct to go to)Edin- 
burgh to raise summondis upon the complaint against 
Mr Andro Watsone to cause him oompeir befor the 
Synode at Edinburgh, 12 August, 2 dayis, £3. To 
Mr Archibald Johnstone, clerk to the provinciall 
assemblie, and *to James Murray, his servitonr, for 
the summondis, 41s. Nov. iiP.— Mr Andro Watsone, 
vicar, began to read prayers in the chappell, to John 
Tuedie for candill, the Sabboth dayis and sum other 
dayes quhairin he was absent excepted, to this xvi 
day of December, thre nightlie and ane sum mornings, 
25s.*' There had also been a payment ** to Oatherin 
Stewart, servand to Patrik Yaitch, derk, for wyne 
that was druken that day Mr Andro Watsone was 
injoyned to make morning and evening prayersy'^but 
the amount is not stated. 

A journey which the vicar made to Cambridge in 
1641 receives notice in consequence of his having 
brought home with him a document believed at the 
time to be an extract of the " Erection of the Gross 
Kirk of Peebles," and which was reported to have 
been found on his making '* research in the records of 
North Britain," deposited in the library of St John's 
Oollege, Oambridge. John Hay, eldest son of Dr 
Theodore Hay, whom he succeeded in the ministry, 
was then studying theology at Oambridge, wher« 
he eventually took the degree of Bachelor of Divinity, 
and he, along with other fellows of St John's College, 
authenticated the extract. Considerable value was 
evidently attached to the writing, as nearly forty 
years afterwards (7th June 1680) the council **allowef 
the thesanrer to satisfy Mr John Frank, £41, Ss., 
qahloh wes the money really givin out be him for 
renewing of a paper anent the antiquity of the burgh, 
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2ahioli WM reoorded in the Scotch Begiiter at 
lambridge, and extracted be Mr John Hay, and 
leverall atheru of the fellowes of the said colledge; 
and the coonaell gi? ee Mr John hearty thanks for his 
paines.*' 

The original extract is, with Frank's translation 
(dedicated to the magistrates of Peebles), printed 
in fall in Pennecuik's Description of Ttoeeddale* It 
cocsists simply, first, of a passage from Thomas 
Dempster's EcdenasticcU History of Scotland; and, 
secondly, of another passage from the Scotichronicon 
of John of Fordun. An edition of Dempster's 
History had been printed in 1627, bat Fordan's 
great work was only as yet accessible in MS., one 
copy, illastrated with onrioas coloured representa- 
tions, being preserved at Cambridge. 

Dempster had apparently got the material for his 
▼ersion of the founding of the Gross Ohuroh from 
Fordun's work, so that really there is only one 
written source of information on the subject. The 
story is to the effect that on 9th May 1261,* a stately 
and venerable cross was found at Peebles, that it 
was believed to have been hidden by some of the 
faithfal, about A.D. 296, that not long afterwards a 
stone urn, contaioiog mutilated remains, believed to 
be those of St Nicholas, were found near the same 
spot, that many a miracle had been wrought there 
by the cross, and the people poured thither in 
crowds, bringing offerings and vows to God; ** where- 
fore the King, Alexander III., by the advice of the 
bishop of Glasgow, had a handsome church made 
there, to the honour of God and the Holy Cross." 

Such is the account of the origin of the Cross 
Church given by the venerable chronicler. That the 
belief in the miracle-working power of the discovered 
cross long survived his time is strikingly illustrated 
by an entry in the burgh records, dated 18th Jaly 
1474 {Printed Records, p 172.) It is there stated that 
the owner of a property in the Briggait had granted 
to the Cross Church an annual donation of 12d. 
because his ** house was kepy t fra byrning with felon 
[fierce] fyr fra the tym furth that the haly crois was 
schauyng," i,e,, the devouring flames had miraculous- 
ly subsided so soon as the relic was held up before 
them. Though not expressly sanctioned by Fordun's 
narrative, the belief came to be held that the cross 
found in 1261 was ** ane pairt of the verray Crooe 

* This is the date given in the Hittoriani of Se^Uand 
edition of Fordao. Dr Venneeuik has 7th Nay 1268. 
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that our Salvatoar was crnoifyit on,'** and as snoli 
was "honorit and kepit," but in the furious out- 
break against objects of idolatry at the Reformation 
the relic would likely disappear. 

At the Befornaation the burgesses and inhabitants 
of the town petitioned the lords of the secret council 
for the use of the Cross Church to be used as the 
parish one, in lieu of St Andrew's Kirk, which had 
been *' briot and distroyit be Tngland xii. yeris syne 
or thairby." The request was complied with, and 
the church there was used till the site of the present 
one was secured in the end of last century. A 
special charter of the Cross Church does not seem to 
have been granted to the burgh, though something 
of the kind was evidently contemplated in 1597, 
as the following uncompleted document, being a 
** signature" or warrant for a charter under the great 
seal has been found amongst the town's papers: — 
"Oure soverane lord ordainis ane ohartour to be 
maid, under the greitt seill, in dew forme, makand 
mentioun that his hienea, efter his perfyte aige and 
all his revocatioane, for the zeill his Majestic beiris 
to the glorie and service of God and to the intertane- 
ment of policie and keiping of guid ordour amangis 
his hienes subjectis, specialie within his hienes 
brnghe of Peibillis, quhair the paroche kirk of the 
said brughe was brynt of lang tyme bypast, in tyme 
of weir betuixt his hieness realme and Ingland, with 
avise and consent of the lordis of his hienes secreit 
counsall and chekker, hes gevin, gran tit, and per- 
petualie confirmit, and be the tennour heirof gives, 
grantis, and perpetualie confirmes to the provest, 
bailleis, counsall, burgesses, com muni tie and inhabi- 
tantes of his hienes said brughe of Peibillis, and 
their successouris, heritablie, all and haiU the kirk 
callit the Cors Kirk of Peibillis, with the 
yairdis, place and clasure adjacent thereto and 
all thair pertinentis, lyand within the parochin 
and sherefdom of Peibillis, to the effect that the 
saides provest, bailleis, counsall, burgessis, com' 
munitie, and inbabitantis of the said brugh, and 
their saccessouris may sustene, big, and repair the 
said kirk, and use the samyn for the paroche kirk of 
the said brughe of Peibillis in all tyme cuming: 
Quhilk kirk, callit the Cors Kirk of Peibillis (&&, 
ut 9upra), snmtyme pertinent to the freiris of the 

* Grant by King James Y., under his privy seal, to the 
Gross Kirk of the revenues of a house of religion in Dunhw, 
dated 1st July 1629. 
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■aid kirk oaUit the Oon Kirk of PeibiUis and thair 
predioeasoaria, and now perteine to our aaid Soverane 
Lord, fallin and beonmin in his hienes handis and at 
his hienes gift and dispositioun be the actis of parlia- 
ment and lawis of this realme tbroa the abolisohing 
of the snperstitionis of the saidis freiris. To be 
halden ... of oar said sorerane lord and his 
hienes snccessonris, in fee and heritage for ever. • . 
. . Gefand thairfor, yeirlie, the saidis provest, 
bailleis, coansall, bnrgessis, commanitie and inhabi- 
tants ... to oar said soverane lord and his 
snccessoaris, devoit orationes and prayeris allanerlie, 
for all nther bardiog, exactionn, etc. And that the 
said chartonr be extendit in the best forme with all 
claosis neoessar, and that preceptis be direct ordoarlie 
heirapon. Sabsoryvit be oar said soverane lord, the 
day of 1697 yeiris." The " signature " 

is not snbaoribed and it is not known that any 
similar one was issaed. The borgh*s right to the 
Gross Oharch, howe?er, is oonfirmed by King James' 
charter of 1621. 
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AuBNATKMrt or Chuboh PBOPIBTT — DlAV't 

PABK — DSAN*S HOUBI— ABH0T*8 HaUOH-> 

Dbobeb ot Impbobation—Nobth Pobt— 
Gbiemtaibds— Sohoolhastbb and Dootob 
--Dbummeb— AooouBTS, 1634-5. 

In pre-Beformation times the diooeee of Q1m|(ow 
was divided into two aroh-deaoonriei, one of which, 
Teviotdale, was ■ab-di7ided into four raral deaneries. 
Peebles being one of them. The suooessiTe deans of 
Peebles probably resided in the town, the names 
Dean's House, Dean's Wynd, Dean's Qntter, and 
Dean*s Parle, no donbt, deriving their designations 
from their connection with holders of that office. 
** Master John Colqahone, dean of the Ohristianity 
of Peblis," who was present at the induction of a 
chaplain to the altar of St Mary of Geddes Aisle in 
July 1559, is supposed to be the same as the person 
of that name who was chaplain of the altar of BS. 
Peter and Paul. This chaplain was the predecessor 
of Adam Oolquhoun, who, in 1560, granted a feu right 
of the Dean\ Park to the Dicksons of Winkston. 
At this time churchmen were dbposing of their 
property in all directions, with the view of securing 
themselves against the impending confiscation of 
ecclesiastical benefices, and in Peebles many pro- 
perties belonging to altarages changed hands. The 
Dean's Park, being the angularly shaped field situated 
between the Northgate and Yenlaw Hill, seems to 
have been feued previously, but was now disposed of 
in consideration of payment of an augmented annual 
feu-duty. The titles of the park were produced in 
the Improbation process* of 1624, and are thus de- 

* In the summons starting the action of Improbation the 
town council set forth that by virtue of their charters the 
community were vested in certain lands, that certain 
pemons were then in possession of portions of them under 
** pretendit richtis, tytillis, and securities," which "ar all 
fais and fensiet [feigned], falslie inventlt, forglt, fabricate 
and divisit be the foirsaidis persounis, defenderis," and 
they were called upon to produce these titles in order that 
they might be improbated or disproved. Fdlute to answer 
the summons was held as oonf sstion, while ttaife who pro- 
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■eribed in the decree — " Item, ane chartonr of few- 
ferme grantit be Adam Colquhoan, prebendar and 
fntmre sncoeaeoar to the altar of Piter and Paul, 
with consent of his predecessonr, Jhone Colquhoun, 
and of the tonn of Peiblis, patrones thairof, to Jhone 
Dikisonn, yonnger of Winkstoun, and James Dioki- 
sone, his sone and appeirand air, the langest letter 
of thame twa, and to the airis of the said James, 
qnhilkis fallyeing to the airis and assign es of the 
said Jhone qabatsamever, of twa aiker and half of 
land callit Denis Park at the North Port* of PeiblU; 
to be haldin of the said prebendar and his success- 
ouris; pay and yeirlie to the toun of Peiblis ane 
penny, and thair multar to the mylnes of Peiblis, 

daoed valid titles were absolved from its conclusions. The 
titles founded on by the defenders are narrated in the 
decree, which thus contains a large mass of information 
bearing on the ownership of lands specified in the town's 
charters. The decree is written on a roll of paper, made up 
of sheets Joined together, fifteen feet in length by one in 
breadth. 

* In the 17th century there were not many buildings ex- 
terior to the North Port at the head of Usher's Wynd. The 
piece of (ground northward along the Peblis water was 
called the Greenyairds, and belong^ed to the community. 
Thomas Willamsone, notary and burgess, who owned a pro- 
perty on the south side of Usher's Wynd, frot authority from 
the council in 1666, to build a malt kiln in the townes 
common ground in the Greenyairds, for payment of a yearly 
feu duty of 2s. Scots; and he also got liberty to break a 
door through the town wall for access to it. £3 Scots was 
paid for this privile^re, and it was to be built up at any time 
the council might order. Airain, in 1672, James NicoU, 
mason in Dunsyre, presented to the council a supplication 
** beirand that he intendes to come and reseid within the 
burgh, and follow his vocatioun and calling as he shall be 
employed, and shall endeavour -to give everie man who 
imployes him satisfactioun according^ to his power and 
capacitie, and alse easilie and cheap as he may, provyding 
he get incouraprment, and therfor humblie beseichand them 
to grant him licence to build, upon his awn expenssis, ane 
duelling hous and other office houssls as he shall find con- 
venent, with ane yalrd, upon thair commoun ground callit 
the Greenyairds, outwith the North Port." The request 
was agreed to, and Nicoll (rot a feu of " that piece of waist 
commoun ground called the Greenyairds ly'and betuixt 
Peblis water on the west, the taill and peece of land per- 
teining to Gavin Thomson on the north, the King's hea 
street (Northgait) on the east, and the common hea way or 
passage (to be 18 feet broad) leiding doune to Peebles Water 
on the south;" feu-duty, 40d. Scots. Did the building 
erected by Nicoll come to be that used as the county assem- 
bly room? The date on the gable, 1681, allowing time for 
building, coincides nearly with the date of the (en,— See 
CftOMfters' Hiitory, p. 280. 
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md siveancl rate of oourt at Miohaelmw yeirlie, 
and to the said prebendar and his snooessooris zxv s. 
as the anld few dewtie and Ss. in angmentationn of 
the rentall, the airts doabling the said few at thair 
entrie; daitit at Peiblis, 20 September 1560; 
sobscrivit be William lord Hay, provest, and Holland 
Scot, baillie, and also be the saidis prebendaries 
Adam and Jhone Colquhounes, with the toon and 
thair seilles appendit. Seising to John and James 
Dickesoanes, 21 September 1560. Seising to 
Patrick Dikesone, barges, of said landis of Denis 
Park and bame thairof, conform to chartour to be 
maid be James Dickesonn, apperand of Winkstoun, 
14 September 1578. Item, said charter, by James 
Diokesoun to Patrick Dickesoun; to be held for pay- 
ment yearly to the toon of Id. and to Adam Oolqu- 
bonn and his snccessors, prebendaries, of 25s lor 
Denis Park and lOs. for the barne, and also 5s. in 
augmentation of the rentall; payand also to the said 
James Dickisone iij li money; dated 24 December 
1578. Item, seeing to the said Patrick Dickiesonn 
of the Denis Park and barne with the yaird, be re- 
sign ationn be the said James Dickesonne of Winks- 
tonn, payand to the saidis prebendarie, 40b.; daitit 
2 November 1580." 

The Dean's House, according to one traditionary 
acoonnt, occapied the site on which the Chambers 
Institation is now erected, bat titles produced In tiie 
Improbation process point to the conclusion that it 
was sitaated on the opposite side of the street, and 
the probability is that the building abutted on the 
Dean's Wynd, a lane which still exists. The titles 
are thus described: — '*Item, ane seising givin be the 
said Patrick Dikisoun of the tenement and ludging 
eallit the Denis House, lyand in the burgh of Peiblis, 
be resignation of the samyn be James Dickisoun, 
appeirand of Winkstoan, in the baillies of Peiblis 
tnair bandis, conforme to ane chartour to have beine 
maid thairnpoun, daitit 14 September 1578. Item, 
ane chartour of fewferme maid be the said James 
Dlkisone to the said Patrick Dikisoun of the said 
tenement and ludging, lyand in Peiblis on the north 
syid of the Hie Streit thairof, boundit in the said 
chartour; to be haldin of the said James in fewferme 
and heritage; payand yeirlie to the toon of Peiblis 
nne penny in name of blensche ferme and to the said 
Adam Oolquboun, chaiplain of the foirsaid altar of 
P|ter and Paull, and his successouris, the sonm of 
zl s., and to the prebendar of the altar of St 
Mirtain^ dtut in kho Mid OoUedgt Kirk, Uij Ub. 
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money; reserving the ooonpation of the eiiter Yolt 
thairof to the said Adam Colquhonn daring his lyf- 
tyme; 24 December 1578. Item, seising to the 
said Patrick Dikisoun of the foirssid tenement be 
resignatioun be the said James Dickisoun, callit of 
Melvingsland; payiug to the prebendar of th^ altar 
of Piter and Paull, 408., and to the prebendar of St 
Martines altar, 408.; daitit 2 November 1580." 

Arnot's Haugh, stretching along the north bank of 
the Tweed from the town westwards to the Rae Barn 
and boanded on the north by the Kirklands, was 
also church property and did not escape the general 
disintegration. In the following list of titles, taken 
from the Improbation decree, the Grown confirma- 
tions are accoanted for by the fact that under an act 
of parliament, passed in 1584, all feus of kirk lands 
prior to 8th March 1558-9 were to be held invalid un- 
less ratified by the King: — Four roods in Amot8haughi 
rood at Northgate, rood aJb Dalatho, — Jhone Dickesoun, 
samtyme proveist of Peiblis, Adam Dickesoun in 
Auld Toun of Peiblis, and Jonet Pringle, relict of 
umquhill James Tuedie, compeirand be Mr Johne 
Scrogie, thair procuratour, proaucit ane saising gevin 
to Patrick Dickisone, burges of Peiblis, of four ruidis 
of land lyand in Arnotshaugh, ane raid lyand at the 
north end of Peiblis, and ane ruid lyand in Dalletho, 
be resignatioun of the samyn in the baillies of Peiblis 
thair handis, of thair awin consent, be Thomas 
Purves, prebendar of the altar of the Virgine Marie 
sitaat within the Colledge Kirk of St Andro in 
Peiblis, payand thairfor yeirlie to the prebendar 178. 
6d.; daitit 8 July 1560. Half acre in Arnotshaugh. 
— And sidyike the said Mr Johne Scrogie. . . for 
the pairt of the said Adam Dickisoun, producit ane 
instrument of seising givin to Adam Dickisoan of ane 
half aiker in Arnotshaugh, 24 January 1584. Two 
acres in Arnotshaugh. — Ane saising givin to Sir Johne 
Dickisoun, chaiplane, of the fyift pairt of twa aiker 
of land conform to charter be Patrik Stain hous, 
chaiplane of the chaiplainrie of the blissit Yirgine, 
daitit 8 September 1519. Saising to Sir Jhone 
Dickisoun of twa aikeris of land callit Lawsonis 
aikeris, be verteu of precept of seising givin be 
Patrik Stanehous, chaiplane, daitit 12 May 1518. 
Seising to Sir Jhone Dickisoun, chaiplaine, of a fifth 
of twa acres in Arnotishaucb, '* obscuring: the dait" 
[t.6., the date is illegible], under the sign and sub- 
scriptioun of Patrik Stainhous, noter. Four a>cres 
in Arnotshaugh. — As also the said Jhone Scrogie, for 
the pairt of Jonet Pringle, relict of the said amquhile 
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James Taedie, prodncit ane ohartour maid be Sir 
Jhone Tuedie, chaiplaine of the obaiplainrie of the 
holie Marie, &;o., with consent of the baillies, 
oouQsall, and communitie, of the said burgh of 
Peiblis, to James Twedie his airis and assignais of all 
and haill twa aikeris of land and ane peis gers lyanjd 
in Arnotis hanch, to be halden of him and hia suc- 
cesBouris, chaplanes of the said chaiplainrie, for 
yeirlie payment of ane penny, etc., contenand divers 
utheris clauses and conditionis, daitit 31 August 
1559. Seising, 2 September 1559. The King's 
confirmatioun under the great seill, 24 May 1587. 
Seising be the said Sir Jhone Tuedie, propriit 
manibutt, to Jhone Wichtman of twa aikeris of land 
lyand in Arnotishauch (conform to ane ohartour), 
2 September 1559. Seising to James Tuedie be 
the resignatioun of Jamea Tuedie, his father, in the 
handis of Gilbert Tuedie, ohaplaine, &;c., of tua aiker 
of land lyand in Arnothauch, 30 Jane 1592. 
Seising to James Pringill and Jonet Pringill, his 
future spouB, of four aikeris on the resignatioun of the 
said James Tuedie and Jhone Wichtman, daitit 4 July 
1593. Five acres in Arnotishaugh. — And siclyike the 
said Mr Robert Burnet, for the pairt of the said 
Williame Lowis, producit ane ohartour of fewferme 
gevin be Gilbert Twedie, prebendar of the alterage of 
our Ladie callit Geddeslle, situat in theOoUedge Kirk 
of St Androis in Peiblis, to umquhile Williame Lowis, 
in feu and heritage, with consent of the proveist, 
baillies, counsall, and communitie, patrones tbairof, 
of fyve aikeris of land, with the pertinentis, lyand 
in Axnotis Hauch, occupiet than be the said umquhill 
William, betuix the Kirklandis of the said CoUedge 
Kirk on the north, the landis of the Virgine Marie per- 
teining to the chaiplane of Peiblis on the west, ane 
aiker of land perteining to the altar of the Holie Croce 
on the eis't, and the water of Tueid on the south. 
To be haldin of the said prebendaris in feu for payment 
to the provost and bailies of Id. yeirly, multures and 
service at heid court, and payand tothe prebendar fiftie 
Bchillingis as the said auld dewtie and ten s. in aug- 
mentation of the rentall; and the airis doubland the 
few dewtie at thair entry. This chartour is daitit at 
Peiblis, 29 July 1560 yeiris, subscrivit be the said 
prebendar, and be Jhone Dicksone and Ronnald 
Soot, baillies for the tyme, and be Jhone Allan, 
noter publict, at the command of the counsall and 
communitie of Peiblis; allowit be the lordis com- 
missioneris the penult of May 1565. Sesing to the 
said William Lowis . . . conformie to the foir- 
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Mid ehutoar than to have beene maid thairapoan; 
3 July 1560. Charter of confirmation, under the 
great aeill, lat Deoember 1586. Item, aoe seiaing 
gevin npon ane precept direct furth of the ohancell- 
arie npon a retoor of the aaid fyve aikeria of land to 
Ninian Lowei, son and air of aaid nmqnhill William 
Lowea, be the said Gilbert Tuedie, prebendar (to 
qnhome the precept is direct), with oonaent of the 
proveat and bailliei. The precept is takkit to the 
•eiaing, the leiring is daitit 11th March 1586. 

Wiluam Martin'a tenure of office as schoolmaster, 
accompanied while it lasted by considerable fric- 
tion between him and the council, came to an 
end in 1639, when (dOth April) **Mr Alexander 
Dikesone, sone to Mr Williame Dikesone, min- 
later of Glenqnhome, being ressavit and ad- 
mitted achoolmaister of the burgh for a year from 
lat liay for the sowme of £120," aooei>ted office on 
conditions similar to those imposed on his predecessor 
(Gleanings, No. XII.), but there was one addition made 
which it may be surmised few of the pupils wuuld be 
particnlsrlv grateful for. After their Saturday's 
task, "andbefoir thair ganging frome the schole," 
the schoolmaster was '*to give the Scottis barnes 
[i.e., the children being taught lessons in Scots] ilk 
ane a portioune or cateohisme, and gif ane compt 
thairof npon Sonday thairefter, efter the preiching 
efter-nnne." Then there is a stipulation that the 
schoolmaster '*Ball have his sohole la wis ordourlie set 
donn upon ane large brod and hung in the schole for 
the scollaris thair informatioun; and for transgressing 
quhairof he sail punisohe thame conforme to the 
nature and qualitie of the law. Item, he sail not re- 
move frome hia charge nor go furth of the burgh 
without licence of ane of the magistrattis." A few 
days afterwards, and on the advice of the new school- 
master, **Jamea Wood, sone lawfull to umquhile 
George Wood, toun clerk of Selkirk, was admitted 
and ressavit dootour of the schole till Lambes nixt, 
for the lyk fie and dewtie as was given and payit to 
Thomas Dikesoun, snmtyme doctour of the said 
schole." At a meeting of the inhabitants, held on 
16th April 1638, it had been agreed that the doctor 
ahoold get 5s. quarterly *'for ilk barne put to the 
schole, and that in full contentatioun baith of his 
meit about with the bairnes and of ony uther dewtie 
dew to him." On 11th November 1639 there is paid 
"to James Woode, schoole doctor, for the harvest 
vacantia, conforme to ane aubecrivit petition, £3, 
6a. 8d." 
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The •ppointment of the drmnmer wm maewed on 
26th February 1689: — **Oomnerit Oharlee Oleg^ 
drummer, and being agreit for 17 U. money and ane 
pair new schoone, bee enactit bimaelf thairfoir to do 
the towne service, morne and evin, and all other 
tymes when provest and batlyies reqayree him 
tbairto, f ra the first Bfarche 1639 till the first Marohe 
1640; and that he sail never absent himself (nnless he 
be visite by seiknes or death) during the said spaoe 
without the speciall advyse of the counsall of the 
said burgh, under the pane of deprivationn and 
loBsing of his fie; and that he sail keep the drame 
frie from skaith, and not to tak her fnrth of the 
tolbaith under the said penaltie.'* 

MiscellaneouB items from aooounts: 1634-6 — ISSJ^ 
Dec, 16— To John Boese (the foole) at direotioun of 
Thomas Paterson, bailie, 6s. 1635— Jan, 4— On 
Sonnday, to one Peter Tailyeour, recommended be 
the arohibyschop of Glasgow, £8. For naills to naili 
a peice boord in the loft of the ohapell abone th^ 
olerkis saite, 8d. To a poor man, both deife and 
dumbe, callit be his testimoniall John Drummond, 
4s. To the dark (as instrument silver) that the 
shireff suld not prejudge the toun and the fisoharia, 
2s. John Greive and otheris for leddering the 
steipill, climeing in at the h^d when the key and 
look was broken (in Marohe), 29s. To Tom John- 
stoun, his wyf e, supplicant, lyeing seik the tyme of 
the storme, i9s. To John Willisoun for bigging up a 
partitioun wall in the tonne's houses, 4s. Mturdi 9S 
— For a f addome of towes to eike the corde of the 
ohaippell bell, 3s. For carieing the stookis fra the 
eroce to the tolbuith, a quart of aill to John Plendsr- 
laith and John Gilleis, 2b. 8d. March SO— To John 
Plenderlaith, smyth, for yron olaspis and great naiUii 
to the trie bridge, and for mending the stockis, and 
for four oleikis and four naills to the fleshe meroat, 
18b. ^pn^^-Gevin for a boll aittis sawin upon 
Hammiltonhill, £6. Item, at the retnme fra the 
sawing of the saids aittis, syndrie being in eompanie 
with the provest and baillies, spent 24fl. ft — Qevin 
to Mr Andro Watsonn, directed to Selkirk to seik 
advyse anent the tounis parte of the kirk stent, gevin 
a dollour, 58t. May 9— To William Dickesoune, 
oowpar, for dressing of ane dry saitte in the steipill, 
6s. May It—Vot ehairges to Bobert Meine, maiseoun, 
comeing to sioht the bridge and tak the worke, fra 
his ouming to his goeing, 57b. 4d. Gevin to him in 
moni^ of drynk sylver, a dolour and a half, £4, 7s. 
On Witiott Mononday, to Jamet H>d4ane lof tifcing 
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the frie stanis out of the water at the pUlaris of Tweid 
bridge, 138. 4d. To the pypar and drummar for thrie 
dayis goeing about the commoanis. 408. [Note on 
marsin of foregoing entry — *' Forbidden in ty me cum- 
ing." At Beltan, to the drummar of Edinbur|;b, 
Manaaaes Hammiltoun, 588. Debursit in bnilding 
Kaidmoore bona* aa folio wea — Firat to Steine Greive, 
younger, 58a. 4d.; to Wat Homline and John Gib- 
80un, for casting of 3000 devattia, 33a.; to John 
Murray and Andro Brydane, for bringing of tymber 
fraDawike wod, 16b.; to Katherine Govane f or aiU 
and bread at syndrie tymea when the houa waa in 
bnilding, 55a. 4d. | item, thrie barrellia of aill from 
Peiblia to the said work, £6, Sa.; for four doaoon 
bread to the workmen and utheria with thame, 488. ; 
item, for timber firat and laat, £17; for a lock coft 
fra the proveat, 10a. : for banda, staipillis, oraikis, to 
dnrre and windo, 88.; for four dayia ryding to the 
wod and meiting witb the aelleria, 548. 4d. ; gave aax 

?[uarta aill to the four men that aold the wod, IBs. ; 
or a gang of harrow teith to be naillia, 5a.; to James 
Haddano for vij dayia at the aaid work, £3, 13s. 4d. ; 
to hia aone Sandie for vij dayia. July — To George 
Ker, meaaenger, for the chargea of lawborroaea con- 
tra John Scott and utheria, and for charging thame 
before the [privy] counaell, £5. To Jamea Bobeaoune 
for caating and leidiog faill to the floor of the 
chaippell, 329. 8d. Avgust — Debursit at Edinburgh 
in our pley contra John Scott, before the counaall, 
13 doUouria, £37, 138.; at aaid tyme debursit for a 
wallat for writtis, 4a. 6d.; some drynk with Alexander 
Aikinheid, 48. To Jamea Williamaoun, pro vest, for 
hia voyage [to Perth] to the oonventioun of borrowea, 
his making of the exchecker compt, and doing aomu 
other directiounia and effairia of the toun, £161, ISa. 
To the peraoun of Peiblia travelling to Edinburgh in 
the tounia effairia before the counsall anent John 
Sootia pley, £11, 128.; to Mr Andro Watsoun for hia 
attendance thair, £3, 14a.; to two bailliea for thair 
attendance, £18; to the clerk for his sax dayis 
attendance, £9; to the theaanrer for fyve dayia 
attendance, £7, lOs. Spent in 3 tryiata anent Mr 
Andro Watsoun with thair trysteria in August, 55s. ; 

* This is the house which John Scot of Hundleehope and 
his armed retainers and accomplices " kust doune to the 

5 round with their piclcs and mattoclcs, and cuttit and 
estroyed the haill timber, with the doorea and windowia, 
and left not aa much as ane atane standing, nor yet ane 
piece of timber of thrie foot length."— Gham^ra' Mittary of 
F§d>Ui^ir6, pp. 158-00. 
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item, in the foart tryist, payit to Iiobell Heokf ard, 
21a, To William Melroie for goeing to St Jobnstonn 
[Perth], with the provost and some other eirandi, £4. 
To John Layng, pypar, his feye, £13, 6b. 8d.; item, 
hiH boanteth sohoes, 20a. [Written on margin — 
" Forbidden heirafter."] To Charles Cleg, dmmmer, 
his feye, £10. Item, his boanteth echoes, 128. ; for- 
bidden heirafter. Samma of the chaise, £881; dis- 
bursementis, £972, 2s. 6d.; saper expendit, £91, 28. 6d. 
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Bmorim of OBoroLinB — Hamilton Hill and 
KiDBTOH Boundabub— Obiin axd Whiti 

MKiDONB — OOMM OKTT OF OLBNTBISS — Ao- 

oouHTB, 1835-7~Pbovo8t'b Wifk Suing fob 
a Dm— Kino'b Annuitt fbom Tunds. 

Fob a period of about thirty yoan previooi to 1666 
the Bnmeta of Oringletie,* intarpoMd between the 
Landen and the preeent line of lairds, .were in 
poHeieion of that ertate, and in their time the dia- 
patee aa to encroaohments on Hamilton Hill were 
■till continuing. Amongit the town's papers there is 
the copy of a Sabmission, or deed of reference, dated 
1st October 1633, entered into between the '^coansall 
and oommnnitie of Peblis, on the ane pairt, and Mr 
Robert Bamet of Grin^tie, on the nther pairt, 
. . . anent the removing of all troubles, molesta- 
tionea, and debaittes qahilK haif bein done and nsit 
in former tymes be the said Mr Bobert, his aathoris, 
heritoaris of Gringiltie, aganes the said braghe of 
Pebles, in their possession of the hill of Hamiltoane. 
. . . ProTyding the submisnon sail not prejadge 
the said barghe their preeent poesessionne of the said 
hiU, hot that they shall scheare, collect, and away 
lead thes comes presentlie growand apon the said 
hill (as they haive nsit of befoir) without any in* 
temiptioane or molestationne." 

Bamet must have acquired the lands very shortly 
before this, as in December 1632 the burgh treasurer 
had been sent to Edinburgh to attend to a law plea 
against Bryoe Sempill of Cathcart, and he, having 
married Lauder of Haltoun*s daughter, was presum- 
ably acting for that family. In April following the 
treasurer is again despatched to Edinburgh, this time 
**for staying of Mr Robert Bumetis signatour," 
indicating that application had been made by the 
latter for a Grown charter. 

• Intheaote of parliament, Alexander Burnet, "tutour 
ol Gringillie " (the proprietor was in minority), appears on 
the eommittee of war for PeeUeeihire in 1044 and 1647, and 
William Burnet of Oringletie as a conunlasloner of excise in 
1061. 
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In the sabmiBflion of 1633 the ipaoes left for the 
insertion of the arbiters' names remain blank, but 
the acceptances of " Sir John Hamilton" and '* T. 
Hay** are appended. Sir John Hamilton of Skir- 
ling, whose admission as a burgess is recorded about 
this time, was one of the arbiters, but the identi- 
fication of the other one is not complete; nor 
has there been traced any evidence of immediate 
activity in proceeding with the reference. Indeed, 
it perhaps has to be gathered from "^ the following 
items in the accounts that Sir John ceased to act for 
the town, and that his part devolved on Sir David 
Murray of Stanhope:*— **i65-#—Oc<o6cr i7— Gevin 
qahen the proveist and the tua baillyes and Patrick 
V aitch read [rode] to Sir David Morray to be the 
tounes tryster anent Hamiltone, pay it to his norreia 
[nurse], 58s.; payit in the proveist hous and in 
Thomas Watsounis In Stoba, 23s. October i?^— Payit 
to Mergreit Eeid quhen Sir David come to meit with 
Mr Alexander Burnet and his men in company with 
the proveist and baillyes, first 21s.; item, inCristiane 
Sohisholme, ane pynt wyne, 13b. 4d.; item, in Mr 
Andre Watsones, 3 pynts and ane schappine wyne, 
468. 8d.; item, for aill and breid, 12s." 

As in many others of the town's judicial and quasi 
judicial enterprises it is not now known whether or 
not a finaldeliverance in thesubmisaion was reached,t 
but the claim for the town and their answers to that 
of William Burnet, who bad succeeded his father, 
contain historical and topographical particulars of 
considerable interest. In the claim, which bears 
date 6th January 1635, " the brugh of Peibles craves 
that William Burnet, his mother and tutor, may be 
decernit to desist and ceas from trubling and molest- 
ing the guid toun in the peaceable possessioun of 
that parte of thair proper landis callit the hill of 
Humildoun, qubairin thei stand infeft per expressum 
be King James the fourte in anno 1506, with power 
to pasture, telle, and saw, quhilk is ;l;he maist express 
designatioun of ane propertie can be maid, and 
that thei suffer the said guid toun to bmik the 
said hill of Hummildoun as their propertie 
within the meithes and merches as thei are 
yeirlie riddin and hes beine paat all memorie 

* A firandaon of Sir David acquired the Cringletie estates 
from his father, the laird of Blaclcbarony, who had pur- 
chased them in 1666 History of PeebUiihire^ p. 368 

t Another submission on the same subject Mras entered 
into in 1658, thus indicating want of finality in the 1633 
one. 
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of man; lykas be vtrtea of thaire lald infeft- 
ment the! have belne in oontinanll powowionn by 
dsbamnir tJl nthorii from doing of all deidii atfanr of 
propertia or oommonntie within the laidia beandia, 
and nameUe the lairdia of Haltone and tennendis of 
Kiditonea, and hea beine in peaoaable poneidoaa 
them leUfes be paitoreing, teileing, sawing, sheiring, 
leiding away, and casting fewall, feale, and divot, ka. 
Item, to this effect the towne craves that the said 
William, his mother and tntonr, may ratifie the 
toon of Peibles thaice infeftment of the said hill of 
Hnmildonn and confess, nnder thair handis, that the 
said hill pertenis in propertie to the toon, and 
rennnce all pretence of rycht, ather propertie or oom- 
monnitie, to the said hill and namelie the bounding, 
mei thing, and marching contenitin his and his father's 
and the laird of Haltones infeftmentis, so fare as the 
■amin may comprehend the said hill of Hnmildonn." 

What were the laird of Oringletie's averments may 
be gathered from the "Ansneris for the towne of 
Peibles to William Bamet his claim: — 

** 1. Qahair be craves that he may be suffered to 
bmik the landis of Over and Nether Kidstines within 
certaine meithes and merches conteinit in hb 
anthourifl the lairdis of Haltoun thaire instmmentis, 
it is ansuert that the gnid tonn is content that he 
bruik his saldis landis of Kidstines and myln therof, 
bot sua that under that pretext he acclaime no 
libertie nor richt within the landis perteiningto the 
said guid tonn, and namelie, to the hill of Hnmil- 
doune, quhairin the said towne is infeft in anno 
1506, be nmanhile King James the fourte, per 
eaq}ret8um, with power to pasture, teile, and saw the 
same; quhilk infeftment in anno 1506 is lang 
anterior to any infeftment granted to the lairdis of 
Haltoun conteining any sick meithes and merches 
that may seime to include the hiU of Hnmildoune, 
in so far as the eldest infeftment that the lairdis of 
Haltoun hes is onlie the infeftment granted to 
umqubile Alexander, this laird of Haltounes father, 
quha could nether have validelie or lawfully pur- 
chessit ane infeftment from the King bearand new 
bonndis and merches quhilkis wer nocht in his old 
infeftmentis, thairby comprehending and including 
unlawfnllie the proper heretage of the guid town, 
quhairin tbei stuid infeft be fore. LykaSjbe the 136 
act of King James 6, his 12 parliament, it is statute 
that no new boundand infeftmentis sail work in 
prejudice anent the boundis or merches, ather in 
propertie or commontie, to any ather persoun, and 
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that all qoestfonet thalranent latt be determined be 
all jndgee in the lame sorte and maner ai If thaii^ 
wer no mentioone of boondif and merohee oontenit 
in the saidia new infeftmentii. 

" 2. And qahair the said William alledgee that hie 
anthoaris, the lairdis of Haltoan, were infeft be 
King Jamee 4 in anno 1512, per eoBfpretiwnt in the hill 
eaUit Greine Heldoon (^ahilk be alledgcfi to be 
Hnmildoon) in propertie, it is aniaert that gi?eand, 
and nooht grantand, that Qriene Meldoan wer 
Humildonn, ylt the gnid toon is infeft in the hill of 
Homildoun ag said is in the yeir of God 1506, lang 
before them, and hes [ever] beine in posseesionn 
sensyne be bmiking and debarring of nthers, and 
namelie the lairdis of Haltonn. 

"3. Item, qnhair he eraves that the tonn will 
remove thaire merohes set down nponn the hill, it is 
ansuert that is not reasoonable, hot be the oontraire, 
be verteu af thair old infeftment anterionr to the 
elaimers, they, have beine ever past memonrie in 
possessioon of the said hill within the merohes now 
standing, qaherby the bill of Hnmfldonn and thaire 
propertie is distingaisbed fra the landls of Kidstonnes; 
for if the merohes wer removed then the olaimer 
wald take advantage to inorotohe within thaire pro- 
pertie, qnhilk were nooht reasonnaUe. And farder, 
it is altogidder denyed that Greine Meldoan and 
Hnmildoon is all one, bot be the oontraire, Greine 
Meldoan aUa$ Whyte Meldoan is ane hill within 
the boandis of Kidstonn qahilk the olaimer braikia 
and in possessionn qahairof the toan does nowayes 
trnble him. 

"4. Item, qahair he eraves that his landis of 
Kidstonnes may be merohed be oertane meithes men- 
tionat in his olaime, eyen to the tope of Hamildoan, 
as the laird of Haltonn bniild^ and that all the 
tonnes merohes may be lifted qnhilkis ar within 
theese boandis, and that he may have rioht of oom- 
montie on the rest of the said lull, and that oon- 
forme to ane jpretendit originall charter granted be 
the earle of I^ooglas and coniirmed be Robert the 
secnnd, and oonforme to ane deoreit of reduotionn 
of the determinationn of ane inqneist, and oonforme 
to the lordis interloqnitoar in Jane and Jaly ld28 
after visitatioan: — ^It is ansnerit that the desire of 
the said article is altogidder anreasoanable, beoaas 
the toaor of Peibles is infeft, as said is, in the hill of 
Hamiltoan,f)er eaE^^reMttm, as thair propertie, and he 
can nooht claime any merches to be set donn qahilk 
may inolode any parte of the said hill, bot thai ar 
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content that he bmik his landia of Kidatonues out- 
with the merohes, qaherby the hill of Humildon is 
dietingoiBhed f ra the landia of KidBtones, qahilkiB ar 
the merchei now standuid and ever hee beine past 
memorie of man; lykaa the toun hes heine in per- 
petoall poueasionn to debar the landia of Haltonn 
from inoroaohing within the aaidia merches. And aa 
to the Earle of Dowglaa infeftment and King 
Kcbertea confirmatioun the aamin can availe the 
claimer nothing, nor oarie him to on j rycht of Humil- 
doon hill, becawa the claime itaelff bearea it to be 
onlie of the landia of Kidatoun, with use of 
the oommoan paatnrage perteining tberto, qahilk 
commoan paatnrage can nowyea be nnderatnid to be 
within the tonnea propertie, bot to be allanerlie that 
commoan paatnrage qnherof the heretonria of Kid- 
atonn wer and ar yet in poaaeaaioan, yia., the com- 
mountie of Glentreaa, qnhUk ia promiacouslie posaeaa- 
it in commonntie both be the towne of Peiblia and 
be the heritouria of Kidatoun. And aa to the decreit 
of rednctionn quherby the determinatioun of the 
inqaeiit wea fund to have beine auperfluouaele 
delyverit, that can nowayea evince the claimer or hia 
awthoria to have richt to Hnmildonn hill, bot onlie to 
the commonntie of Glentreaa, becaua the errour of the 
aaid inquaiat wea that thei fund the toun of Peiblia 
to have the aole ryobt to the commonntie of Glentreaa. 
And aa to the pretendit interloqaitouria in anno 1628 
thaire wea never any aick interloqnitonr in rerum 
TuUura, bot be the contraire aindrie interloquitouria 
in favouria of the aaid towne of Peiblea. 

"5. Item, to the thrid article of the claime quherby 
he cravea that the toun wald remove thaire mercbea 
aff hia ancient and nncontraverted arable land of Over 
and Nether Eidatonea, and that he may have the 
commonntie of the reat of the hill of Hnmildonn, it 
ia anauerit that the toun hea no merchea at all within 
hia landia of Kidstonea, bot be the contrar in 
may appeare that thare ia arable landia withif 
the merchea of Hnmildonn, theeae ar the propet 
landia of the toun of Peiblea aa beand ane parte or 
thair aaid hill of Hnmildoun qnhairin thei ar infeft 
per enc^eMum aa thaire propertie. And albeit the 
lairdia of Haltoun or the tennentis of Eidstonn for 
the tyme hea now and then in telling tyme aparred 
oat uponn the aaid hill quher the aame lyea contigae 
to the aaidia landis of Kidatonea, yet theese wer bot 
wrongia done be the aaidia lairdia of Haltoun and 
tennentia of Eidatounia quhilk the toun of Peiblea 
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redressed toUea quotia it ooourred, ather be laying 
down of the same agane or be sawing, sheiring, or 
leiding away the same. And as to that pairte 
qnhair he craves oommoontie to the resfc of the hill 
ansaeris as to the seound article. Item, the daimer 
man ante omnia produce the wreatis qnhairon his 
daimn is foundit." 

Sdectiona from Accounts 16S6S, — ^The principal 
items of revenue for this year were "Oorne mylnes 
(two), £636, 138. 4d.; customs, £120; Walkmyhie, 
£22; mail of Dalatha, £12; Whalmfoot, £46, Ss. 4d; 
tenants of Mylton, £21, 6a. 8d.; fen maills of moore, 
16 ac. at 6e. 8d., £5, 68. 8d; maill of the lodgeing 
[apparently the Vgrit hoos " purchased from James 
Tnedie in 1631], £24, &a Summa of the haiU charge, 
£970, 38. 8d.'' DUbwrsemmU—ieSS—^'Yox helping 
of Tueid Bridge, viz., for great naillis and bottis 
[bolts] to ane of the trie stowpis, 4s.; item, H pnnd 
weoht leid, 15s.: item, for a burding hedder, 30d. 
To the pyper and drummer their bounteth schoone, 
328. loSo^Jan, — To ane old blind man callit Boyd, 
6s. For 4 faddom towis to the great bell, 128. To 
James Haddane and his son for four dayis work at 
Kaidmoore hous, £4. For a gang of barro teith to 
be naillis, 6s. To John Weir to cast the Hie Streit 
at the well, 8s. Jan. $8— To Mr Andro Watsonn 
direct to Edinburgh to the bishop anent the commis- 
sariat, £3, lOs.; item, to him for the hyre of ane 
naig, 26s. 8d. Item, at his retnme, with the pro- 
vest and bailyies, in his awin chamber, thrie quarts 
aUl, lOs.; item, the said tyme, thrie choppines wyne 
and twa breid, 208. To creppiU Johnstonn, saxe 
pence, with a groat to carie him to Menner Kirk, 
lOs. Mar. £9 — To ane sob oiler, at command of the 
personn and utherii of the counsell, 18s. April 8 — 
To the setteris of merche stanis fra the Eist Porte to 
the well, in persens of the justices of peace, ane 
galloun of aill and two breid, 158. 4d. For casting 
of four thousand faill to the Old Town bridge, 48s. 
To John Gilles for twyse goeing to visit the foldis 
biggit on the Esohellie commouns, 6s. To a crepill 
callit Wallace who in his youth luid beine a braiker 
of lynt, 8s. May — To Oardronaes man bringing 
home the saidill [race prize], of drinksilver, 12s. 
On Beltane day to ane honest man, 40s. For the 
soarse to the ef ter sohott, £12, 15e. For a load of 
aittis to the ndoe, £17. To the gentill man that 
wan the bell, a pynt of wyne, 12s. To a schip 
broken man, 6b. To the olerkis wyfe conforme to 
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h«r eompi, £12.^ For oiriflliig tbe Ung ladder fta 
thcr kirk to the tolbidth a gallon tin, 13i.4d. Totbe 
■klaitter for pointiiig the toUbaith, ohaipell, and 
held of the eteipill, £13, 6b. 8d.; for 600 aklaitis to 
the Mid work, £4, 16i; for j^ei to the sklaittU, Kte. 
To ane merchant boy cauit Williamaoan that had 
hU paek stollin, 6b. July t4^To John Plenderlaith 
goeing to Edinbargh with the ateiller of Sir John 
SinklariB hone, 24a.; and for hia breakfast, 6b. To 
J<^n Bobein for the wairderia entertainment, 6a. 
To ICargret Beid for aeck and Frenche wyne at the 
oommiaaioneria being heir, £6, 8a. To baillyie Moore 
directed to Edinbrnigh to my lord Traqoidr the 10 
Jnly, 5 days, £7, 10a. To a ereppiU woman attting 
aeik at the porte a groat to heraeii and 2a. to oarrie 
her, 6a. GfeTin for ehalngeing of 14 doUonris of 
tnmeowris [tarnover or tamer, a copper coin 
eqoiyalent to a bodle] in wbyte moneyia when the 
oommiaaloner went to Glaagow, 30b." Amount of 
diabanementa £834, 16a. 4d.; awa charge exoeidia 
diaeharge, £135, 8a. 6d. 

DitburwemtnU 16S$-7—16S6: — ^To bringing np of 
twa of. the brig triea fra Taeid ayd, 10a. Dec. SI— 
To Jamea Haddane for mending the brigga, Sa. 
leSZ-^Feb. f9— To Margret Bid qohen John Lawder 
waa maid bnrgea, £6, 2a. Fdb, l£—To Jamea 
Haldane for mending the littlll trie brig, 13a. 4d. 
To Andro Haldane for bering away of aome atanea 
at the entrie of the Weat Port, 3a. 4d. Mobreh—To 
Jamea Brotharatanes for threttie twa dayea he waa 
in the atepQl, 6a. a day, £9, 28. To Jamea Gibaone 
for Marion Gk>Tanea kiat, 27a. For making twa new 
leddeiia, to Jamea Haldane^ 26e. 8d. April J6— To 
ane deiffe man, 12b. Map IS — To William Melros 
qnhen he went to Edinburgh about the annaitie, 
30a. To DaTld Plenderleith for the tonna pairt ot 
the mending of the kirk, £8, IZa. June i—To 
William lielroa for going to Selkirk to apeir newea 
about the plague, 30b. June 5— To ane man callit 
Walter Herea, at command of the proTcat, 12a. 
To Patrlk Vaitoha quhen he went to meit with the 
oommiaaionera about the going to Aberdene, thrie 

* The proToat'a wife alao it would appaar was a purreyer 
ot refreahmenta and liad her acooonta to eollecfe:^*' 1684— 
Jan. 16— Dacemaa and ord^inea Jamea Haldin, wrioli^ to 
content and pay to laaobell Lowes, apous to Johnne Lowes, 
preveat, the sowme of njne pundis fyve schiUinges money 
and that for meet and drink and utheris fuirnischmsnt 
fuinriaddt be hir to him at di ven and aindrie tymaa, qahaht>f 
ha rat niBBla to mak hir pajrmsBt." 



ckyes, £4, 10b, To John Grieve and his ion Sierin 
Greive for bigging of thrie mdes of dyke at the Biet 
Port, £6. To Patrik Tod for clay to it. 40i. To 
James Haldane for foor dayee work at the Wynd of 
the North Port, to him lelf and hii ion, £4. June t9 
—To Patrick Thomsone, htUlie, to go to Aberdein 
to the eonventioiin, 100 merks. July— To John 
Speir, sklaitter, lor the first yeir for thair .pairi of the 
repairing of the kirk, £44, 78. Av{tu^ iO — To 
Thomas Dikisone, dootonr, for his yeiris service to 
the toon, 20 merkis. SepUmJber 1^—To James 
Wemes, glaiain wright, 30s. October^To Patrik Tod 
for f ailling of the wall at the Bist Port, Ifls. Octobtr 
SI ^ To Stevin Greife for casting of Edderatonn 
bnme, 24s. To the provest, being direct to Edin- 
burgh to meit with my lord thesanrer abont the 
charge gevin to the provest and baillies concerning 
the annuitie of the teyndii efter the persone had 
grantit the ressait of the teyndis and send his dis- 
charge thairof to the ooUeotonris qahilk was ref nissit, 
thrie dayes wages, £6.* Snmma of the charge, £887, 
13f. 4d.; diaoharge, £650, 16s. 4d.; sna the ehaige 
excedis the discharge, £236, 17s. 

* An Mt of parliament passsd in 1688 ratified to the king 
an annual auowanoe or annoity out of telnds at rates 
vaiyinff from 8b. to 10a. for eaeh teind boU of victual and d 
6 p.c. on money, and authorised his Majwtj's treasoier to 
sue for paj'ment The entry in the accounts abov* quoted 
indicates tlut though the parson had drawn the teinds the 
burgh was not relieved of liability. 




160 oLiAimrcw fbom thi buboh bioosds. 



xxrv. 

RiNIWAL OP THE CiVIL WAB — THK 1640-1 CAM- 
PAIGN. 

The treaty oondaded between the King and the 
CoTenanten in 1699 did not prove a perfect saocess 
when it came to be pnt to practical application. In 
the interpretation of some of its more essential pro- 
visions variances arose and protracted discnssions 
and negotiations ensned, but all efforts for concilia- 
tion were unavailing and at length Charles, backed 
by his English privy council and those influential 
sections of the people who were largely actuated 
by prelatical and Koman Catholic tendencies, but 
unsupported, nay, rather thwarted, by the constitu- 
tional authority of parliament, resolved on another 
appeal to arms. His fleet was ordered to be in readi> 
ness in April, the counties were to put the land 
forces in training and to assemble by the middle of 
May at Newcastle where was also to be placed a 
supply of artillery and ammunition, while stores of 
forage were to be forwarded timeously to Berwick. 
These schemes for the punishment of his non-com- 
pliant northern subjects were matured so far that by 
the month of July 1640 the King had an army of 
19,000 foot and 2000 horse ready for the march. 
Meanwhile the Scottish people had not been caught 
napping. Knowing by recent experience the in- 
stability of royal promises and obligations, the 
leaders had, on the disbanding of the army in 1639, 
retained their veteran officers in pay and otherwise 
kept up the military organization. Now that war 
was again imminent preparations for a contest pro- 
ceeded apace, persons of wealth contributed funds, 
merchants imported arms and ammunition,* and 

*The factors in Campvere, the privilesred centre of 
Scottish continental trade for many centuries, were of in- 
dispensable service in this emergency:— "SOtik Nov. 1640 
— Anent the missive lettere sent be the committie of 
estaittis to the magifltrattis of this burgh, desyreing thame 
to geve warrant to thair oommissionar to the burrowis for 
subscryving ane band of ane hundreth and fyftie thousand 
guylderia [equivalent to pounds Scots] to be borrowit be 
the haill burrowis of this realme addetit to the factouris in 
Campheir, the said oonnsell hes oondlscendit that David 
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parliament which met in Jane gave initraotiona for 
the forces of the border shires being pat in readineu 
and stationed in the best places for the defence of the 
country. General Leslie was pat in command of all 
forces both by sea and land, and a committee of the 
estates was instructed to confer with him in declaring 
war or making peace. Aboat the end of Jnly regi- 
ments from each coonty were ordered to proceed to 
the general rendezvoas with provisions for thirty or 
forty days, and in the beginning of Aagust an army, 
consisting of 22,000 foot, 3000 horse, and a train of 
heavy artillery, took np the position occapied by the 
former one on Dnnse Law. In this master the part 
taken by Peebles will be gathered from the following 
extracts:—" 1640— March i6— Ordanes the baillies to 
go throw the toan and sate payment of these that 
ressavit the pickis and moskettis with thair famitoar 
betaixt and this day aacht dayis, ander the pane of 
warding. April fSO — Ordanes the baill connsell to 
attend and be present with the provest and bailyeis 
at the melting of the gentrie heir this day, ilk 
persone onder the pane of fyve pnndis anforgevin. 
June i5— Ordanes ane coUouris with tonnes airmes 
to be bocht. July IB — The connsell hes ordanit all 
the fonrt men to go away to tak tbair awin airmes 
gif they haif thame, and the nther thrie to oontribate 
with bira and act thame for his relieff pro rcUa^ and 
gif the fonrt man haif na armonr of his awin that he 
and his pertineris famish airmes to him, and he and 
they all actit to relieve ntheris. July 16— The 
provest and bailyeis of Peblis, with aviso and con- 
sent of the haili connsell of this bnrgh, bes actit 
thameselffis for relief oi the haill campanie as fonrt 
men now presentlie going furth of this toan to the 
nirmie, to provyde als mony ntheris men at the expyr- 
ing of the fonrtie days prescry vit to thame as will re- 
leiff all these men now presentlie going away, and that 
under the pane of thair fredome at the fourtie dayes 
end. August iO— Ordanes the provest and baillies to 
intromet with the bora qahilk was James Dikesones, 
with his famitoar, and to send the samyn in service 

Plenderlayth, thair oommlsslonar, gif neid reqnyre, sail 
ather subscryve the samyn or utherwayis do ihamntill as 
the rest or maist pairt ef the oommissionaris of burrowis 
sail do thalrintiU." The convention agreed that the factors 
should be repaid their expenditure in the first place by the 
buffrhs, and it was intended that they should sabsequently 
be recouped out of pnblic dues. The money bad been ex- 
pended by the factors in Uie purchase of " armes and am* 
munition for defence of the countrie." 



' 
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to the ainnie. Gomperit William Wiohtnum and 
offerit his naig and f nmitonr for the present service 
in the airmie, in the oonnsellis will, and declarit he 
Goft his naiff for sevintene pandis and some oddes. 
Gomperit lylcewyis John Dikesone and allegin|; the 
said naig pertening to James Dikesone to be deliverit 
to him be the said James for payment of sam 
moneyis addebtit be him to the said John, and 
referrit him in the connsellis will, and declairit the 
said naig was ooft for xxt li. Qnhilkis taa horssis, 
with thair saddillis and creillis being deliverit to the 
said James Dikesone and be accepted and promittand 
to go to the airmy thairwith and serve thairwith 
these men gone forth of this borgh alanerlie« he hes 
actit him to serve the samyn men deatif allie at all 
occasions reqairit, opone this conditioon that gif it 
pleis God the airmie aryse and the men of this bargh 
cum bame agane within fonrtie dayis nixt heirefter 
he sail cam in the counsellis will for his satisfaction; 
and gif the said airmie dissolve not within fonrtie 
dayis hot that thair be ane enoonnter betuixt thame 
and the Inglis airmie, as God forbid, he bringing 
hame baith the saidis naigis haill and sound he sail 
haif his cbois of thaime. August ii?— Gomperit John 
Buchannan, cordonar in Peblis, and become cautioner 
for Bobert Buchannan, sojour of the cumpanie of the 
laird of Keir, captane at the airmie, that the said 
Bobert sail repair agane to the said captane and his 
companie immediatlie after the dait beirof, and that 
he suld obtene ane testificat of his entrie agane to the 
said cumpanie at captane William Lyle of Bassenden 
Bubscry vit be him, testifeing the said Bobert to be 
retnrnit to his awin cumpanie and cuUouris within 
ancht dayis heirefter." In the hccounts also there 
are some references to the raising of the axinj z^**1640 
— May 14 — Gevin to Patrik Trotter quhen the provest 
enterit him to Leivetenent Elphingstoun to be the 
townis sojour, ane dollour, 548. May 16 — Gevin to 
Alexander Ewmond and Alexander SunderUnd 
quhen they went as the townis sojors away with 
Gaptane Home, i dollour each, 54s. May i^— Gevin 
to the provest guhilk be had gevin out to Patrik Trotter 
quhen be had feyit him for the town in erles, 278. 
August i^— Gevin for half a laid lyme for James 
Dickisone quhair for I had his clok in poynd, and 
quhen he went away with the baggage horA at com- 
mand of the provest I was directit to give it him 
agane, 48. August f7 — Gkive to the provest quhilk 
he had gevin to ane man quho had come with ane 
letter from the committee of estaittis to the toun, 6s. 
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Augtist tS—Qevin to John Bobene for fumishinff 
Alexander Ewmond* tyye dayis meit, at command ol 
theproTest, IGs. 8d." 

Tne resources at the command of the Scottish forces 
woald not admit of their remaining long in a state 
of inaction, and accordingly the resolution was taken 
that, in place of abiding an attack, they should 
assume the aggressive and march into England. The 
Dunse Law camp was broken up, and the Tweed 
crossed at Coldstream on 21st August. The repulse 
of an attack from the Berwick garrison in passing was 
the principal incident of the march, and on the 26th 
of the month they encamped on Newcastle Moor. 
A detachment of the English army was posted in the 
immediate neighbourhood, and in an engagement 
between the two forces wMch took place a couple of 
days after the arrival of the Scots, the royalists were 
completely routed. With the sanction of the 
authorities, the toWn of Newcastle was occupied by 
the victorious army, who thereby secured a plentiful 
supply of arms and provisions. Tynemouth and 
Shields, with the vessels there belonging to the 
King's fleet and their stores, shortly afterwards fell 
into their hands, and Durham was also surrendered 
to them. Charles, with the main body of his army, 
was now stationed at York, and thither the Scottish 
leaders sent commissioners to negotiate for peace. 
After various conferences, an armistice till the 
middle of December was agreed upon, the Scottish 
army which had been largely reinforced being secured 
in a suitable allowance for their maintenance in Eng- 
land pending the final adjustment of terms. Trans- 
ferrea to Westminster, negotiations with the king 
were continued, and a satisfactory treaty at length 
adjusted. By arrangement he visited Scotland in 
the following autumn, when the acts of parliament of 
1640, which had not hitherto received his sanction, were 
proclaimed in his name, a number of other salutary 
laws were enacted by the legislature, and in effect 

* This is probably the Alexander Ewmond who went away 
aa a **soJour" on 16th May and was "borrowit" out of 
prison for the purpose:— ilpril 24 — "Comperit John 
Ewmond, sone laufull to Thomas Ewmond, wobster, barges 
of Peblis, quha havelng borrowit Alexander Ewmont, his 
brother, as being incarcerat and wairdit for certaine crimi- 
nall matteris layed to his chairg, etc., and actit himself 
aither to re-enter againe the said Alexander in the waird 
and steiple of Peblis or els to enter himself thairin upon sex 
howris waimeinff to undergoe sik censure as sail be imposit 
upon the said Alexander for his demerities, and that under 
the paine of ane hundereth pundis money." 
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there wm conceded to the Govenftntera practicany 
everything they hftd contended for. The army, 
which all this time had remained on Eoglish toil, now 
( Angait 1641) returned after a twelvemonth's absence, 
and was disbanded. 

The following extracts relate to the period when 
the army was in England, daring which time there 
were also varioas military movements going on in this 
eountry:^** 1640— Dee, /—The provest, bailyies, and 
connsell hes actit and oblest themaelfes that incaice 
payment be not had of iiij s. money for everie sodger 
m the day qaartered in thair hoasis be the generall 
commissar, that they sail mak payment thairof to the 
inhabitants according as they are qaartered. 1641 
— Jan, 14 — Thomas Fotheringhame, appeirand of 
Danone, and Alexander Udward, his lieotennent; 
James Sibbald, ensenye; James Qabyt, servitour to 
the said captane Thomas, John Wellis, serjant; 
Robert Wairdrope, sojonr to the said captane; John 
Gleg, younger, and James Scott in Peblis, admitted 
bnrgessis and friemen of this bargh. Feb. SO-^ 
Arohbald Campbell, lieutennent; Jhone Maxwell, 
ensenye; Bobert Glen and Miohaell Lyndsay, serjand- 
is; William Glen, captane at armes; and Jamee 
Lennox, drummer under captane George Hall, of my 
lord erle of Argyle his campanie, now approaching 
and repairing from this to Dumbartane,* and Walter 
Williamsone. ane of the sojoaris of the said campanie 

. . . admitted bui^essis of this burgh. Feb. 15 
— David Plenderlaith is ordanit to ryde to Edinburgh 
to deill with the committie of estaittis anent the 
campanie of sojiris and payment of thair bygane 
intertenement, and thair removing from this burgh. 
Feb. tt — ^The connsell hes ooncludit that the naig 
brocht hame be James Dikesone be preseatlie intro- 
mettit with be the officers and comprysit and de- 
liverit to John Dikesone in payment, according to the 
worth of the naig furnischit be him of the baggage 
naigia sent to the camp, conforme to the former act 
of connsell beiring the said James to restoir ane of the 
saidis naigis. Nov, 1 — Ordanes the bailyeis to tak 
tryell of the airmour cum hame f ra the camp. Dec, 
8 — Gompt of the armes deliverit be the bargh of 
Pebles to the inhabitantes thereof in anno 1639 and 
for which they wer warnit and convenit bef or the 
burrowis coart: [here follows list, from which it 
appears that 41 "mosquettes** and 41 "piokes" were 

* The fortress of Dumbarton had fallen into the posses- 
sion of the Oovenanters on the day of the Kewcsstle victory. 
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deliFered to the penoni named.] Dee, iJ—Item, 
that all thes qoha resaavit ony of the toanes moskettis 
and pickis pay for the samyn betuizt and the first 
day of Febraar nixt, cinder the pane of doabling.'* 

Additional items from aooonnti: — 1641Sep. 10 — 
To the provest that he gave to ane post that came 
with letteres fra Galasoheillis, 13b.; to give a man 
that came to the toon with letteres from the com- 
mittie of Edinburgh, 13b. Sep, 29— To John Bobene 
for farnisching the twa sojoroB that lap the steipiU, 
for tdur dayes meitt, 268. 8d. To Gilbert FriBBell for 
bringing of ane letter from the conveotioane of 
borrowes to the provest, Gs. Oct, 10 — To Thomas 
Patersone to go to Jedbnrgh with the sojores fogitives 
in oar town, qnha stayit away four dayes, £6. Item, 
I gave to the sojores be the way in melt and 
drink, at sindrie tymes, 308. Item, qahen the 
said Thomas and I left them I gave the said sojouria 
in money uther SOs. i^^— Grevin to George Can- 
sohell for bringing ane packet of letters from Kelso, 
68. 95 — Gevin to ane man that brocht letters to 
the provest, 68. To James Taedie to go to Sir Da?id 
Murray with the sam letter, Ss. Dec, 7 — Gevin to 
the provest qnhilk he gave to Leivetennent-Colonell 
Kininmonthis soriviner, 488. To James Taedie to 
go to the Fime and to Stobo with letters, 12a. 8 — 
Gevin to sex cadgerb to cary from Peibillis to Stobo 
with Einnimontis sojooris pickes and maskettis and 
.otheris thair fumitonr, 36s. XS^Qeyin to John 
Forbes, ane post, that oame with a packet of letteris 
to the provest, 8a. tS^To Gilbert Fraser, post, 
qnha oame with ane letter fra the committee to the 
provest for the melting at Edinburgh the 9th of 
Januar, 8s,'* 
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XXV. 

Civil Wab in Enoland — Solemn Leaoub and 
oovknant bktwekn the two oountbies— 
Scottish Abmt in ENaLAND— Mabquis of 
UAHn/roN — Cabebb of Montbose — Or- 
ganisation FOB Defence— Battle of Philip- 
HAuaH— Betbeat thbough Peebles— Visita- 
tion of Pest. 

Enooubaoed by the success which had crowned the 
efforts of the Scottinh patriots, the predominaDt 
party in the English parliament became more exorbi- 
tant in their demands, and their enthusiastic anta- 
gonism to despotic authority led them to the adoption 
of measures, some of which can only be characterised 
as unconstitutional. They sought to deprive the 
King of authority in certain State affairs, which were 
undoubtedly within the royal prerogative, and other- 
wise retaliated with as much intolerance as ever had 
been manifested towards themselves. Resistance, or 
rale by sufferance of parliament, seemed the two 
alternativee on which Charles had to decide, and he 
was not the man to hesitate in the choice. Around 
his banner there rallied the main body of the nobility 
and gentry — the Cavaliers — while the great towns 
had chiefly to be depended on for supplying the 
forces of the parliament. Townsmen and the 
Puritanic section of squires and farmers — the Bound- 
head army — were at first at a disadvantage when 
they met the splendid cavalry of the Cavaliers in 
the field; and, reduced to considerable straits, the 
English parliament, in August 1643, sent com- 
missioners to their Scottish brethren soliciting assist- 
ance. Previous to this, the Scottish leaders, them- 
selves now happily relieved from apprehension on 
their own account, had more than once offered to 
mediate between the King* and his adversaries, but 

*The Marquis of Hamilton was about this time the 
trusted delegate of the King la his communications with 
the Scottish estates. This nobleman, who had been created 
a duke only a few days previously (the patent is dated 12th, 
but probably had not reached its destination), visited 
Peebles 21st April 1648, and received the usual attentions 
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their serrioes had not been accepted. The negotia- 
tions between the two parliaments now resulted in 
the adoption of the Solemn League and Covenant, a 
document intended' to be aubscribed by all persons 
in both kingdoms, whereby they bound themselves 
by oath to mutual defence against all foes, to the 
extirpation of prelacy, popery, heresy, and pro- 
faneness, and to the maintenance of the rights of 
parliament along with royal authority.* The league 
was ratified by the convention of estates on 17th 
August, and within a few days proclamation was 
made that all men between 16 and 60 years of age 
provide themselves with specified arms aqd forty 
days' provisions, and be in readiness to join the 
rendezvous on 48 hours* notice. For more speedily 
putting the country in a posture of defence, colonels 
were nominated, and committees of war were ap- 
pointed in the different shires. For the shires of 
Edinburgh, Haddington, Peebles, and bailliary of 
Lauderdaill, there were seven colonels of foot named. 
Lord Tester being one of tbem, and the Earl of 
Haddington was appointed colonel of the horse. 
The committee of war for the sheriffdom of Peebles 
consisted of Sir Alexander Murray of Blakbaronie, 
Sir David Murray of Stanehope, Sir John Veitch of 
Dawick, James Nasmith of Posto, John Haldon of 
that ilk, James Geddes of Kachan, John Diksone of 

bestowed on distinguished strangers: — "Ane noble and 
michiie lord, James, Murques of Hammiltoun, erie of 
Arran and Cambridge, lord of Aven, Innerdaill and Arbroth, 
maister of the horas to his Majestie, knicht of the most 
honorable ordoor of the gairter, gentilman of his Majesties 
bedchalmer, and ane of h& Majesties most honorable ooua- 
sellouris of baith his hienes kingdomes. &c., is creat burges 
and frie man of the burgh of Peblis; with power to his lord- 
ship to use and exeroe all prlvlledges and liberties thairof ; 
and his lordship being present and aooeptand the^ samyn in 
and upone him hes promeislt to be ane freind to the said 
burKh, assist and concur with thame in all thair lawful! 
effairis, quhairupone the said proveist and bailyeis with 
advyse of the said oounsell, deoemit actia" At same time 
there were also admitted burgesses " ane noble lord John, 
lord Bani:anie; Sir William Bailyie of Lamyngtoun, knicht; 
Sir William Lockhart of Carstairls, knicht; Major-Oeneral 
Bailye of Lethame; i>ir James Weir of Sanbyres, knicht; 
Gavin Hammilton of Raploch; William Hammiltoun of 
Dalserff; John Murheid of Lynbank; Alexander Bailyie of 
Bi^bie; James Weir of Kers;" and a number of "servi- 
touris." 

* The solemn league and covenant was on 26th September 
1648 confirmed by that assembly of divines at Westminster 
who in the same year compiled the Confession of Faith 
and the larger and shorter cateohiflms still in use. 
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HttrtmyM. Wniivn LtU* ahomff depate, Andxo 
HftT en Hftyttoun, 'WiUiftDi Govaa of Oardrono, 
William Taaidie of Wrae, James Bamell of Kinic- 
■f da, John WiUiameaonne for Peiblia, Sir John 
Yeltoht ooiiTeiner, or in his abaenoe. Sir Alexander 
Murray. 

Arrangement! were forthwith let about for the 
•qnipment of an army to march into England and on 
19tb Jannary 1644 the anemhled foroea, a^in ander 
the eomaad of the Earl of Leven (Leslie), nnmbering 
18,000 foot and 3500 horse, crossed the Tweed. Con- 
neoted with the raising of this force there are a few 
notices in the records: — ** 164S^ December 9— The 
haill coansell present to meit with the persons npone 
Weddinsday nizt betaixt ane and tna honris ef ter- 
none anent the nominationn of the fonrt man. Ilk 
persone absent sail pay ten schillings. December tO — 
'the oonnsell ordanes everie honshalder, maister or 
maistres of familie, and servant man, betaixt sextie 
and sextene yeris, to gif foortie schillingis for oat- 
patting the f oart man within this burgh the mome at 
ten hoaris, under the pane of doubling. [Considera- 
tion to be had] anent the airmes to be gotten fra 
Captane Lyle and uther armes to be furnished to the 
sojouris. The proveist and tua bailyeis to speik Mr 
John Hay anent the leavie moneyis and baggage 
horssis and to report upone Friday efter none nixt. 
December t6 — Anent the f curt man of this burgh de- 
signit to go furth upone this present expeditioan, 
[the roll] now subscrynt be the provest, bailye, and 
ane grit pairt of the oounsell, allowis ilkane of tbame 
thrie dollouris for hail moneyis and fomisching by 
and attour the lea vie moneyis, vie., tna dolouris, and to 
aoquent thame the mome. 1645— Jan. 5— Comperit 
Andro Edzer, leivetennent; Johne Broune, sone to 
umquhile Andro Broune of Hairtrie, ensiKue; James 
fiendersone and James Purdie, sergandis in ane of 
the companies going furth for the sherefdome of 
Peblu in this present expeditionn, and [were]. . . 
admittit bargessis and friemen of the btirgh. 
Janvjvry 5— The haill oounsell hes ordanit Thomas 
Patersone, present, being thryse sent for be the 
proveist and bailyeis and refuisand to cum to thame 
to be wairdit for the space of xlviij houris, and to 
remane in waird ay and quhill he redeliver to John 
Pringill ane i)i8tolet borrowit be the said Thomas fra 
him. Ordanis also Alexander Forrester to be wairdit 
ay and qahill he redeliver to John Pringle ane 
musket upone the reasait of the said pistolet. 
January ^— The counaell ordanes James Chieholme, 
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qaha is w&irdit for not going f arth to the ptriMent 
expeditioon, to be releivit npoQ^ sufficient cawtioan 
that he salbe reddie to go forth qahensoe^er the 
provest and bailyeis sail reqnyre him, under the pane 
of f onrtie pundb and going forth of his said cawtioner 
for him incaioe of failye." 

Under the military genius of Oromwell the parlia- 
mentary forces were oy this time rapidly regaining 
lost ground, and when the northern army went into 
co-operation with the invincible ironsides the royal 
cause, became a hopeless one. Prince Bupert's 
powerful army was shattered at Marston Moor in 
July, and in the same month of the following year 
the finishing great disaster befel the King at Naseby. 
Meanwhile in the north of Scotland the Marquis of 
Montrose, who had parted from the Covenanters, 
on grounds which he was always ready to justify, 
and become the staunohest of royalists,* had been 
carrying out a series of brilliant successes culminat- 
ing in the great victory of Kilsyth (15th August 1645) 
which for' the moment made him master of Scothmd. 
Unfortunately for the success of his schemes, the 
balk of the Highlanders, as was their wont, returned to 
their homes with the spoils of war, while he with an 
attenuated following marched southward in a futile 
attempt to unite his forces with what remained of 
those of the King. Attacked at Philiphaugb by 
David Iieslie, who on receipt of the news of KQsyth, 
bad marched northward from Hereford with the 
flower of the Scottish army, Montrose sustained a 
crushing defeat, and on the evening of the same day 
he was in Peebles vanquished and in flight. The 
records cease for some weeks about this time, a dr- 
oumstance sufficiently accoanted for by the troubles 
of war and pre valance of the pest, and consequently 
there is no allusion in that quarter to the illustrious 
fugitive. Passing westward and through Clydesdale 
Montrose reached the Highlands in personal safety 
but bis power in the field never again obtained any 
prominent ascendancy. At the elections of the town 
oonncil in the following year orders from the con- 
vention of estates were produced by the parson, for- 
bidding the choice of any who had compUed with 
the "rebels" and had not given satisfaction to the 
kirk. From anything which appears in the records 
it cannot be gathered that the marquis had sup- 

* Uontrose got his commission ss the King's lieutenant- 

J:eBsral in Scotland on 1st Fehniaiy 1044, and on 10th May 
oUowlag he mm eraated a laarquliL 
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porten in PeeblM, though it might have been differ- 
ent had he, while a notorions general on the march 
soathwardi, taken the Clyde and Tweed instead of 
the Gala ronte. The following extraoti apply to the 
period between the date of the Scottish army enter- 
ing England and the close of the 1645 campaign: — 
" 1644— Ma/r, 11— The act of convention of estaittia 
anent the excise was proclamit at this kirk and haill 
kirkis within this sherefdome npone the Sondayis 
the thrid and tent dayis of Merche instant.* Pro- 
dacit be the provest ane precept direct to him 
be Mr Alexander Foalis for ansaering these that 
famischt BaUentynes tronperis of tbrie score nyne 
pandis nyne scbillingis and deliverit to Patrik 
Tbomsone, bailyie. April 79— Johne Williamsone, 
thesanrar, is ordanit to ryd to Edinburgh with ane 
band, subscryvit be the provest, bailyeis, and 
counsell, for tbrettie airmes, half pick and half 
musket, togidder with thrie stane of ball and tbrie 
stanes powder, and sicklyke to by daillis and tries 
for the briggis. Ordanes ane musture to . be the 
morne upone Tweid Greine at ten houris. AprU t5 
— ^The oounsell ordanes Johne Melros, conper, elder, 
to be wairdit, William Melros, conper, his wyff to 
be banischit and his hous and haill insicht thairin to 
be arreistit for the said William his fleing away and 
being fugitive fra his injunotiounes anent the out- 
going to this present expeditioun, and the thesaurar 
to intromet with the said William his guidis to the 
use of the publict. May 6— The counsel! hea ordanit 
Thomas Tuedie, quha was fugitive fra the expeditioun 
to Dumfries, t to be wairdit in the stepill, thairin to re- 
mane for the space of tuentie four-houris and farder 
ay and quhill he find sufficient cawtioun that he salbe 
reddie to go on quhensoever he salbe requyrit. 
Ordanes ane musture and wapounschawing to be 
upone Setterday nixt, and thes that hes muskettis 
ilkane to haif ane pund of powder and ane pund of 
ball, and the tounsall provydeandgevethame matche. 
May 9>7 — [James Williamsone, provost, elected com- 
missioner to Parliament by nine votes aginst two 

* On gist January 1644 the convention of estates ordered 

{>roclamation at market crosses and in parish kirks of the 
mposition of excise duties on certain commodities, to help 
in meeting the expenses of the Scots armies in England and 
Ireland. 

t Montrose had seized the town of Dumfries in April, but 
was attacked by the Covenanters with a superior force and 
had to retreat to Carlisle. Other instances of desertion 
from the army are noticed in the printed Becordff, pp. 2^7-8. 
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siTen for Patrik Thomione bailie.] Oct, 7— The 
naill connsell to visit the haill tonn wallis. Nov. 4 — 
Appointis the magistrattis to convene anes this oulk 
ana consider the roUis of these qufaa ar ordanit at 
the last wapounschawing to provyde thame selffis of 
airmour, and to cans thame buy and tak the samyn 
and to pay thairfor. John Bobene to give ane 
oompt of the haill tonnes lockis and to cans lock the 
portis nichtlie thairwith. Dec. f — Ordanes all these 
that wantis and refasit the pickis and mnsketis ather 
to accept the samyn from the thesaurar or ellis to be 
wairdit. Dec. £^^— William Lowis chosin commission- 
ar to the burrouis, parliament, and generall assemblie. 
1645 — Fd>. 17 — The counsell appoyntis this day 8 
dayis to meit anent the loane and tax gilderis money, 
and excyse first, and secund bandis for airmees. 
March 7 — Deliverit to the proveist the warrandis 
gevin be umqahile raitmaister Ballenden, Sir 
Michaell Nasmyth, and Major Hew Wallace, and 
Oaptane John Marray.* March 10 — Ordan^s the 
haUl three officeris to warne vicissvm for the watch in 
the nicht, and to warne thame the nicht befoir, and 

* Gonseqaent on the dread inspired by the successes 
which were attending Montrose's army and the ravages 
committed by the victors, or as the convention of estates 
expressed it, "the great prejudice and danger which the 
kingdom and religion hath susteened by the late invasion 
of the Irish rebellis and our unnaturall countrymen," it was 
on 27th February 1646 ordered by parliament that for the 
greater security of the country, every shire and burgh 
should from Ist March to 81st August then ensuing enter* 
tain a proportion of horse and foot soldiers, acconling to 
the rolls set down in the act The total number of foot 
soldiers to be raised from the counties was 9873 and from 
bui^hs 1879. Of these the shire of Peebles had to supply 
182, and the buigh 10. One of the effects contemplated by 
the legislature in passing the act was that the country 
would be freed of quarterings, billetings, and plunderings, 
and that "the labourers and tradesmen may doe thair 
labour at home except upoun extreme necessitie." The 
entry quoted in the text probably refers to the new organisa- 
tion. The recent exploits of Montrose which were caus* 
ing alarm had been the defeat of the Covenanters at Tipper- 
mnir, uid the occupation of Perth in September, the 
subsequent over-running of the Highlands with the 
ravaging of Argyle's country, and the total rout on 1st 
February of that nobleman's army at Inverlochy (scene of 
the development of the plot in A Legend of Montroset includ- 
ing Dugald Dalgetty's knighthood); and these were followed 
by the storming of Dundee on 4th April, and other suc- 
cesses on to that of Kilsyth. It will be observed that the 
stout burgesses of Peebles set about strengthening thair 
d^ences, and had the marquis got as far south they might 
have given him a warm reception. 
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apone the morna to report to the magutrat ajpiiointit 
over thame and rie thame enter at fy ve hoana in the 
morning, and to await till nyne iioarii at even. 
And incaioe ony offioeriei pas by ony to serve tbanae 
■elfBa, and licldyk ordaLee thame to warne the haill 
aald tonn ut iupra. April 7— The proveist, bailyeis, 
and connaell hes condiaoendit to yisit the haill tonnes 
wallia and to oana these that hes the heid rowmes 
thairof to big and repair the saming aceording tHe 
aald heicht. In presence of the profeist, baUyeis, 
and haill connaell, at the toan wall betaixt the tol- 
boltb on the west and the yaird and wall thairof of 
John Diksone on the eist, compeirit James Heckf ord 
[and several others] and actit thame selflSs to big and 
repair Uk ane of thame tbair pairtis of the said toao 
wall of stane and mortoar als heich and safficient as 
the said Johne Diksone and Johne Williamftone 
thair pairtis of the said toun wall; and that within 
ten dayis heirefter, ilk persons nnder the pane of ten 
pundis money; and that nane of thame mak or haif 
ony passage or way over the said wall to the water or 
otherwyis, under the said pane. Jtdy 1^— The 
penones nndemamit ar appointit to go forth in the 
expeditioQB to 8t Johnstonn [Perth], viz., Alexander 
Dikeeone, William Melros, John Robesone, Thomas 
Greve, James Watsone; John Hnnter, servitor to 
James Williamsone; John Maokulloch, servitour to 
Alexander Williamsone; John Carraill, servitour to 
John Williamsone; £iohert Porteoos, John Fell. 
Juip tl-^The ooansell hes ordanit James William- 
sone, proveist, David Plenderlaith, bailye, and 
William Lewis to go to the airmietoLyntoan with thair 
fate men to the randevowis thair, Aug, £3 — Con- 
venit in the tobuith of Peblis, the proveist, bailyeis, 
and haill ooansell thairof (except Patrik Thomsone, 
bailye, and Alexander Lawder, absent), expecting the 
convening of the committee of war this day, hes 
undertane to await apone the proveist and bailyeis, 
and to geve thair best advyse qahai ansuer they sail 
geve to sick propositioanes as salbe proponit be the 
committee to thame. Augutt iK?"— The proveist, 
bailyeis, and connsell of Peblis hes statnte and ordanit 
that all and snndrie persones qahatsumever, resi- 
dentes within this bnrgh, be wamit be oppin pro- 
clamatioun and tuk of drum, that they nor nane of 
thame, upone qahatsumever calls or pretence, pas 
forth of this bargh to ony ither partis, hot to abyde 
coostantlie within this burgh, and await upone the 
proveist and bailyeis thairof, baith nicht and day, fot 
thair eoaasell and advise anent the preservatioun 
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of this burgh daring the tyme of thir present 
trubles, and that under the pane of death and con^ 
fiecatioua of thair haill gudis and meanes, October 
18— Item, [consideration to be had] anent the horssifl 
and f urnitour to these that went away at the^ lait 
airmie. David Plenderlayth, bailyie, is ordanit to 
aecumpanie John Lowis, proveist, to the meiting of 
the commissioneriB at Paintland toun upone Monday 
nizt." The commisioners here alluded to may have 
been the committee of war. An entry in the acconnte 
bears that on 18th October a sum of lis. lOd. waa. 
" spent with Andro Hay to befriend the town in the 
committee to be holdin at Pentland." 

Giyil war was not the only oyU with which the 
country was afflicted in 1645. That dreaded scourge* 
the pest, had for months been making ravages of ex- 
ceptional severity throughout the land, and the town 
of Peeblesshared the general fate. ** 1645 -^November 
7— Oonvenit in the Oroce Kirk yaird of Peblis, the 
proveist, bailyeis, and ane grit pairt of the oounsell 
of Peblis; the persones, elder and younger;* Sir Jas. 
Hay of Smeithfeild, Mr Johne Adamsone^ advocat; 
Alexander Montgomrie. his sone in law; with sindrie 
ntheris: Quha has ordanit that ane solemne fast and 
humiliatioun be intimat the morne, to be upone 
Sonday nixt, for the removing of the plaig now over 
our heidis, to be in the maist convenient plaise ewest 
and near the Oroce Kirk of Peblis. Item, that 
howsone' soever ony persons sail happin to deceis 
that thair nixt nichtbours or quartermaisters 
adverteis the magistrattis of this burgh im- 
mediatlie thairefter, and that the haill surveiving 
persounes of that hous salbe thairefter removit 
fnrth of that hous to reteirit roume, and that 
ludges be biggit «[uhen OGoasioun sail offer at the 
eut end of the Skynnerheuoh with ane kill besydis 
the saidis ludges. Item, that the eldaris and deaoones 
half ane cair of the necessaris for interteinment of 
the pure and seik folkis, ilk elder and deacone in 
thair awin quarteris, and that the thesaurar of the 
kirk supple thair wantis at the sioht of the magis- 
trattis and maisteris of the burgh. Item, that all 
and quhatsumevir inhabitantis of this burgh watch 
thair toure about, and to be reddie at the demand of 
the magistrattis to watohe at quhatsumever place 
they salbe appointit be thame, ilk persons failyeing 
to pay £10 for help of the pure. As lykwyis these 
that ar absent and gone furth of the toun furnisoh 

* John Hay had been oonjoined with his father in the 
ministry of the parish in 1648. 
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ibftir awin toiue about, with certificatioan thair 
hoanis lalbe brokio npe and thair gadis poindit for 
the Mdd penaltie; and the hyre of these to be feyit 
to wateh for ony pereooe to be aucht aohillingia ia 
the nieht tyme and sex sohillingis in the day tyme. 
Item, that sne of the qoarter-matsteris qohairoat of 
the seik persones ar pot ont sail ro, tonre about, with 
ane of the offioiaris and these of the freindis of the 
seik and sie thame ressave thair proTisioan without 
ony bnrt or prejudice of the burgh. Item, that 
ouhatsumever persones ar or salbe inclosit sail keip 
inair awin houssis and places qohair they are oom- 
mandit, and not to depairt thairfra, under the pane 
of death; and that ane of the quarterraaistens of 
that quarter sie thame provydit in water and uther 
neoessaris be thair narrest nichtbouris; and the 
nichtbour refoissing the quartermaister to pay 
foortie sohillingis." 
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XXVI. 

KiBKLANDs— Glebe— Vicar— SuRaioAL Pbaotioe— 
Stbbet Distubbanob— Outbac^bs on Vioab— 
Sbbvamts— Goal Cabbibbb Injubiko Planta- 
tions—Punishment OP LouNs AND Thieves. 

In Bomaxk Catbolio times the vioar of the parish 
cbtiroh oi Peebles had the patrimonial enjoyment 
of that considerable tract of land still known by the 
name of the Kirklands; and thongh, in oonseqaence 
of the Reformation, chnrch benefices were confiscated 
to a certain extent, the yicar of that period is found 
disposing of the lands for payment of an annnal feu- 
duty much in the same way as an ordinary proprietor 
would have done. By a charter, dated at Glasgow, 
25th June 1569, master Thomas Archibald, designated 
as vicar of the parish church of Peebles, with consent 
of the commissioner of the archbishop, then absent 
in France, and of the dean and chapter of Glasgow, 
conveyed to John Wichtman, burgess of Peblis, and 
his heirs, ** the chnrch lands or glebe (terrcbs ecclesiaa- 
ticas aive glebam) of the said church, belonging to 
the said vicar, lying within the bounds and limits 
underwritten, viz., beginning [i.e., the boundary line] 
at the way called the Lidgait where it passes from the 
Chnrch of the Holy Cross,* and from thence passing 
by the said parish church to the Grene Balk between 
the lands of Arnotshauch and the said church lands, 
and from thence going westward to the Raeburne, 
ascending the Kaeburne northward to the GeddesSyk- 
heid, and then descending from the Geddes Syke 
eastwards to the lands of Kingisland occupied by 
William Dikesoun, and from thence towards the 
south along the King's public road which leads from 
the hill of Hammiltoun to the town of Peebles till it 
comes to the said way called the Lidgait: Reserving 
to the said master Thomas and his successors the 

* The boundary commenced at the intersection of the 
Lidgate by the road from the CroBS Kirk, the words in the 
original being— "Incipiendo ad viam lie Xid^ait nuncupatam 
que transit ab Ecclesia Inventionis Sancte Crucisde Peblia," 
and proceeded westward along the line of the present St 
Andrew's Bead. The remaining boundaries can atill be 
identified in their principal feature!. 
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maoM {mantiane) of the ndd vicar, with hooiea and 
gurdeni of the nme, together with three acrei of the 
■aid ehnroh landa, aooording to the act of parliament. "^ 
The yearly f ea-daty payable to the vioar ooniisted of 
£36, Ifie. Soote in money, and rizty-three pooltry 
(or tweWepennieiinlienof each), aa theoldfarm datiei, 
with the farther duty of 26e. 8d. of new aagnienta- 
tion. For legalifdng the alienation the aanction of 
the crown was jreqnired, and this was obtained by 
a charter dated 14th October 1669. After lome in- 
termediate transmiwiona, and^ the disposal of small 
portions to individuals, the Kirklands canie into the 
poBseseaon of James Williamson, bargess of Peebles, 
and William Yaitohe, notary, from whom the pro- 
perty was aoanired by the earl of Traqaair. The 
earl got a confirmatory drown charter on 26th Jaly 
1634, and this was ratified by the Scottish parliament 
in 1641. The fen-dnties are by the charter made 
payable to the King ae coming in place of the vicar 
and havii^ right to the reversion of chnreh benefices. 
The bargfa of Peebles lodged a protest to the effect 
that the ratification Bhomd not be prejudicial to the 
interests of the community, but there was probably 
nothing more in this than a onstomary formality. 
The burgh does not seem to have had any right to 
these lands, which have remained private property 
since Wichtman acquired them in 1569. 

The vicar of the 17th century had different duties 
to perform and different sources of revenue than 
had his predecessor, the ** landowner'* of the 
Reformation period. Andrew Watson, in addition 
to the functions more immediately pertaining to 
his office,' practised at times aa a surgeon. In 
these days patients sometimes disputed their 
doctors* bills, and it is in consequence of the 
occurrence of soch an incident that in a bill of com- 
plaint, stitched up in the court book, information is 
obtained regarding the vicar's surgical qoalifications: 
—'* J^^—Dec. ft>— Complaines Mr Andrew Watsone, 

* By act of parliament, dated 4th June 1563, it had been 
ordained that no parsop, vicar, or other ecclesiastical person 
should set in fea or long tactcs any of their manses or glehes 
without the Queen's consent, and also that those appointed 
to minister at any kirk should have the principal manse of 
the parson or vicar, or have suitable houses built for them. 
Further " sameikle land to be annexed to the tiaidis dwell- 
ing places of them that serris and ministeris at the kirk as 
sail be hereafter with gude advisement appoynted." There 
were subsequent acts of parliament dealing with glebes, but 
that of 1663 was the one in operation at the time when the 
Kirklands were feued. 
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▼ic»r of Pebles, apone Jobne Haldea, dryster, and 
James Halden, tnilner, cawtioner, that qtihair, about 
ane yeare since, the saidii Johne and James employed 
me in careing Johne Halden of divers woundis and 
dislocatiounes which had than befallen him throch ane 
fall, and promittit me satisfactioan for my paines 
and debursementis, and true it is that for the space of 

weikis I attendit the said Johne at all sett dyettis, 

hotbe nicht and daye, and debnrsed greate charges in 
his cnre antill be was whoUe and soande. Neverthe- 
less they refase to. give me thair promitted satis- 
faotioane, which will extend to ane hundreth merkis.*' 
What was the result of the complaint is not re- 
corded. 

Farther work of a notable description was pro- 
vided for the **8ar^eon " not long afterwards. **1644 
— May 15 — Mr Willinme Burnet, thesaurar clerk of 
Scotland, present, being accniait for the barbaroas 
and uncomelie cuuiing under cullour and silence of 
nicht to the mercate crnce of Peblis and nicht watche 
thairof, and ottering of divers and sundrie aitbes and 
imprecatiounes, and wiscbing that the toune of 
Peblis wer all burnt in ane fyre, and not onlie abuis- 
ing and troubling the said watche and haill people 
out of thair bed is at that tyme, but alsua for the 
crnell hurting and wounding of Williame Hislope, 
wrioht in Peblis, being ane of the said watche, 
upone the left hand, with ane drawin sword, and 
thairby mutilateing him to the effusioun of his bluid 
in great quantitie and dismembering bim of his said 
left band; quhilk he cannot deny. The said Mr 
Williame Burnet grantit haill complaint and accnsa- 
tionnes except mutilateing, and for obedience enterit 
in waird and actit himself for indempnitie of the 
pair tie heirefter, conforme to the act of parliament." 
The vicar accomplished the cure but again the 
pecuniary reward had to be sued for: - ** 1644^Aug, 7 
— Anent tbe daime gevin in and persewit befoir .the 
saidia proveist and l»ilyeis of Peblis be Mr Andrew 
Watsone. vicoar of Peblis, againes Williame Hislop, 
wricht, bnrges, thair, acclaimand from the said 
William the sowme of tua hundreth and fourtie 
punds money adebtit be him to the said Mr Andrew 
for onreing of the said William his left hand, and 
restoring of the tua formest fingers thairof, which 
wer cut and mutilate be Mr William Burnet, and 
quhairof the said William promeist him thankfull 

Sayment, . . . the said proveist and baillie or- 
eanes the said William Hislope, defender, to con- 
tent and pay to the said Mr Andrew Watione, per- 
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Mwar. the lowne of 200 mwka monej ala&erUa 
modined be them." 

In the Hittory of PeebUitkire (p. 161) »n acooant is 
given of a oompUdnt made by the vicar to the privy 
oonncil against Jamea WilliamsoQe, yoaoger, of 
having in May 1641 vowed to "tirle the said minis- 
ter'a bons above his bead, came airlie in the momini^ 
before daylight to bit said dwelling-hoas, clam ap 
to the top thereof, and with a graip kaist down a 
great part of the thack and divetts of the said boos,*' 
and subsequently committed other outrages, en- 
dangering the complainer's life. The oourt book 
oontaina notice of a similar complaint against another 
assailant on 6th May 1640:—'* Comperit Mr Andro 
Watpone, vicar of Peblis, and representit be way of 
re^rat, being the cryme of hameauokiu, that yister- 
nicht, being the fyft of May, betaixt nyne and ten 
hnuris under nioht tbair was first ane pistol! schot at 
the north syde of his ohalmer, ana immediatlie 
thairefter ane uther schot at the eister gavill thairof, 
he being in the foir stair of the samyn, quhilk he 
recommendit to the provest and bailyeis all present 
and desyrit thame to tak notice and try ell thairof.** 

Regulations regarding the employment and oondnct 
of servantii, engaged the attention of the council 
from time to UmB:--'* 1640-^uly 6-Findis Thomas 
Gornwell, aervitour to James Halden, to half done 
, wrang in oonduceing with Edward Jonkesone without 
his maisteria licence for going to the service, and 
diacbargia him to go thairupone aa all uther aervantis 
to go without thair maiateria licence. Ordanea ane 
officer, with the drummer, to go throw the toun dis- 
charging all personea quhatsumever within this 
burgh to fie thame selffia for ony cans out of the 
burgh with ony persons quhatsumever, under the 
pane of tuentie pund uniorgevin, tiasell of thair 
tredome, and baniachment perpetuallie; and gif they 
be fuDd thairefter within thia burgh at ony tyme 
tbe'y aalbe brunt and markit with the touoea merk. 
Aug, ^.— Ordanes the provest and baillies to go 
throw the toun and to tak upe ane particularfroU of 
the namea of all the coittaria and mean houaholderia, 
and to inhibit and discharge thame personally that 
they on nawayis go furth of this toun in the harvest 
tyde approaching, under the panes contenit in all 
the actis maid thairanent of befoir; and sicklyke 
ordanes publict intimatioun to be maid he touk 
of the drum upone the mome being the mereat 
day. Avg, 1? — Ordanes William Lowis, bailyie, 
with oonoors of John WilUamsone tand 5 otbeniL 
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to wAird all these that hei feit thftmeselffis out 
of thia toQD the harrest tyme this yeir. 1641 
— Map 10 — Ordanes na honstis within this 
bargh to be set to na personnes without consent of 
the magistrattis except to persoanes of qualitie. 
And ordanes all these quha ar burdenable to the 
tovD to be removit presentlie. 1642— April 96— 
Item, that ilk connseUour gif ope in writ ane noit 
of these in thair quarteris that ar bardenable to the 
toan and idle men and wemen that will not go to 
servioe. Oct. 1^— Pablioatioun to be maid be took 
of dram anent idle and able women out of service and 
keiping honssis; to be dischargit keiping of honssis, 
and these quha settis thame houssis to be punlschit." 

Complaint had been made by the laird of Clerking- 
ton against the carters of Peebles for damaging his 
plantations on the occasions of their journeys to 
his coal pito:— ** 1641— Feb. 8— The connsell halting 
oonsiderit the complaint gevin in be Mr William 
Scott of Olerkingtoun aganes the caryaris of ooillis 
f rome his coilpot to this borgb, qnha he allegis outtis 
doun and destroyis his grene wood and planting be 
the vaysydis, hes statute and ordanit that quhaao- 
ever within thair boundis and jurisdictioun sal be 
tryit to cut doun or destroy ony of his saidis grene 
wood, planting, or growand tries, or ony pairt 
thairof, sail hs oensurit conforme to the act of 
parliament maid anent cutting of greinwod, uther- 
wayes as effeiris conforme to the skayth." 

That the way of transgressors is hard and that the 
wicked do not always go unpunished the records 
frequently exemplify: — ** 164^ — Jan. 17 — James 
Dikesoun, callit Lernend, being tryit to be ane no- 
torious loun and theif is ordanit to be tane throw the 

toun f ra the port to the port, and baniscbit 

this toun for ever; and gif he be fund at ony tyrae 
heirefter within this touc he to be scorgit and brunt 
on the cheik, and gif he cum agane to stand pabliotlie 
in the joggis in the mercat day with ane paper upone 
his heid declairiug his lyff and conversation, and not 
to retome agane under the pane of death, and qoba- 
soever ressettis him salbe estemit airt and pairt and 
punisobit oonforme and pay the sowme of twentie 
pundis. 164S — Jan. 30 — Comperit John ISteinsone, 
wobster, and Jonet Patersone, his spous, and acousit 
for steilling of comes forth of ane stack of aittis and 
beir pertaining to Patrik Dikesone, baith beir and 
aittis, at sindrie tymes sen harvest last, the said John 
Steinsone denyit he knew ony thing of the steilling 
thairof till his wyff dedairit to him that scho had 
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done ane evill tame and that Mho had stoUin ont of 
Patrik Dikeionee staok foure Mhea^M aittia and tua 
■oheavea beir; the eaid Jonet, present, gnintit the 
steillinR thairof; quhilkii being conaidderit be the 
connull they find tbame baith gayltie and thairfora 
ordanea thame baith to be wairdit in the stepiU of 
Peblii, thairin to remane till the morne at ellevin 
houris befoir none and than to be brocht doan the 
tonn to the meroat oroce quhair thair dittayia sail be 
red and publischit, and tnairef ter the said Johne to 
be put In the atockis and the said Jonet in the joggis, 
with paperis npone thair foirbeidis, thairin to remaoe 
fra ellevin houris till ane hour ef ter none with the 
stoUin comes besyde thame; and thairefter to re- 
turne to the said waird till the counsell be farder 
advysit. Feb, 6— Comperit agane John Stevinsone 
and Jonet Patersone, his spous, and of thair awia 
consent, aotit thameselflSs that gif ever at ony tyme 
heirefter they or ony of thame salbe fond guyltie of 
ony thift quhatsumever they salbe scurgit throw the 
toun and banisohit the samyn for ever." 
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XXVII. 

Sblbctions pbom Accounts, 1638-9 — Cripplm— 

SCHOOLMABTEB — BBIDOBS — CHAFEL — TOL- 
BOOTH— MiNISTKB AND COLLEAGUE— VlCAB- 

AOE Teinds — Pbesbttebt op Biogab — 
Witches and Witchobaft— Sale op Eggs. 

John Muib, town treasurer, died while in office, and 
on 30tb Apiil 1638 William Lowis was appointed in 
his stead. The new treasurer was debited in his ac- 
count with the intromissions of bis predecessor, and 
there were also placed under his care the ** Materiallis 
belonging to the town," amongst which there are 
" tbrie drames, with twa collers and twa pair sticks; 
item, twa tedders, ane mortar barrow and tobbe 
[tub]; item, aucht dailies in nm(^uhile John Mure his 
house." The disbursements, which are for the period 
from Ist May to 31st December 1638, embrace the 
following amongst other entries: — **May6 — To John 
Lawson, drummer, for ane new drum with sticks and 
coller, £8, 28. To James Johnston, son to William 
Johnston in Jedburgbfield, for two boUis of eatts to 
the horse race, £12. Creeples and PoMengers: May 7 
—To Alexander Williamsone, burrow officer, to give 
two creeples, the one he called Hebron and the 
utheris name he said he knew not,. 8s. Map $8— To 
ane dumbe man callit Douglas, 6s. JuTie 8 — To 
Issobell Dunbar and Catharein Gibsone for carying 
of ane creeple las called Brekingryge to Huiching- 
field, 4s. July 31 — To ane hieland man called 
Denneis Lyne, 4s. September 17— To Thomas Bennat 
for carying of ane creepell woman called Barbara 
Lawder to Neidpeth, 38. 4d. December 20 -To ane 
young man called Alexander Falconer, who wanted 
one of his hands, 6s. Schoolmaister and Schole Doctor: 
To Mr William Martine, schoolemaister, for thrie 
quarteris dewtie, viz., for the symmer, harvest, and 
winter quarters, £75; mair, for his chalmer maill, £9. 
Item, to the schoole doctor, 21 May, the day James 
Forrest was admitted, for his breakfast, 6s. 8d. 
Judy 24 — To James Forrest, schoole doctor, for his 
first quarters fee f ra May to September, he meatting 
bimselfe, deduceand 40s.,' as his compt bearing the 
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nuDM of the parantis fr* qahom he renaved thtf 
nunyne deoUrei, £11, 69. 8d. De/mftmentit upon 
the rtparatioun of Tueid and PeSUa Briggu and 
ToOmith:* 16S8—Mav t8—To James Nicoll, measoo, 
when he visited Taeid brig and they agried with him 
for taentie f rie stane to repair the samyn, 5«. [There 
are alio payments for lime, sand, and other materi*l 
and workmanship.] July 19 — ^To James Haldaoe, 
yonnger, for easting, leading, and laying on of twa 
thousand faill upon the west side of PeibUs brig, 30s. 
May SO— To James Haldane for repairing of the West 
Port, 54s. July tO^For daylie drinkis of the four 
workmen, being all togedder working at Tueid brig 
ancht dayis, the drink consisting of ane quart of aill 
and tna breid, i2i, 8d. July f7— Quhen the aik 
stoup was fixed befor the secund pillar and the great 
stane being do woe was set up befor the samyn, 24 «. 
August 16— To William Tbomsone, sklaitt quariour, 
for 600 sklaitt to the tolbuith, £3, 10s. August U 
— To Kobert Haldane for mending the calsay at the 
sooth end of Tueid brig, lOs, Item, George Thorn- 
sone, skiaitter, for mending and repairing of the 
tolbuith he hath promised to poyut the next spring, 
1639, £11. September IT— To Gilbert Matttisone and 
his neighbours for nyne load of lyme quhich were 
layed dfowne at the tolbuith, £3, 13s. Item, to 
Bobert Haldane for furnishing of sand to elleven load 
of lyme quherof 9 were in the tolbuith and 2 in the 
cbappell, 22s. To Robert Haldane for carrying of 
the lyme and sand quhich was laying in the Briggate 
np to the tolbuith, 4s. October t&—To James Hal- 
dane and Patrik Patersone for drawing of ane aik jest 
out of Tueid in tyme of flood and laying of it in 
Patrik Patersnnes yaird, 8b. 4d. To John Greve, 
yonnger, for building of ane tree brig over Sownebop 
bum, 8s. October 17— To John Bell for fyftie single 
garrons to naill downs dealles quhich were blawing 
up in the tree brigs, 8s. 4d." 

" Disbnrsements promiscousUe " oontained in ac- 
counts for year ieS»-9:—" 1639— Jan, 17— To John 
Grieve, elder, for proping of the townes back hall, 
4s. Feb, 19— My awin expenssis quhen I went to 
the Greestone to ressave sklaittia, 13s. 4d. To David 
Makkinyean and Andro Hallo wday for 1700 sciaitt 
quhich repaired the tolbuith and chappell, £2, 6s. 8d. 
To George Thomsone, sclaitter, as earles to repaire 
the chappell, 6s. 4d.; to him to repair the chappell 
ouhich was blawing out upon Hallow even, 1638, £9. 
Mar, 1—To John Bell, smyth, for the number of 
fyre hondreth and ane half of yron sciaitt naillis to 
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the leUitt work of the ehapMU md iolbnUfa, £3» te. 
Mar* if — Qohen I went to Flora wood to bye ■paxree 
to the townee Iwok hall, my ezpenssii, ISs. 4a. 18 
— To George Thomson, solaitter, for repairing of the 
back boote of the steeple, 18s. To Bdward Joncki- 
■one for the number of seven ridging stones to the 
ehappell, 46s. 8d. To George Thomsone, sclaitter, 
who homblie meaned himself e to the proveist that 
be did take the tolbuith selaitt work too cheap, as 
Bupplie to further the work, 24s. April — To Gilbert 
Maithsone [and 5 others] for bringing of thrie sooir 
and tbreatten loads of lyme at diverse tymes to 
repair Tneid brig, Peblis Water stane and tree brigs, 
the ehappell, the erose, the tolbaith and staire tliair- 
of (and qnhalrof aacht loadis are laying in the townee 
back hall), at £8 the sooir, togidder with 16d. as 
drink money, £29, Ss. 4d. July IS^To Andro 
Ewmont, travellour, for tuentie«ane dranoht of 
stanes f ra Thomas Heialopea walles to Tneid brig, 78. 
t9th — To theprovest, bailyies, and utheres of the conn- 
sell qnben they went to the charter kist to trye ont for 
writtis concerning theoommontie of Glentrese, for aill, 
oandeU, paper, and tobacco, 6s. Aug. t — To John 
Bell, amytb, for the number of tnentie yron cleikia 
and the nailles thairto to tbe flesoh mercat, 13s. 4d. 
dCA— To John Hay, sclaitter, at Neidpath in drink- 
money, 538. 4d. Oct. 18— To Thomas Patersone, 
baillye, being elected be the oonnsell to ryde 
to Edinbargh to declare nnto my lord Traqaair anent 
the thrie prisoners in our jawell for the mnrther and 
adnlterie committed in Gardrono, £5, 2b. Slst^ 
Walter Schiell, ofScer to my lord Traqaair, ressaved 
the adnlteres fra the baiUies; as instrament silver 
taken in John Symmerveli, notar, his handis, 4d. 
Nov, 8 — ^To John Grive, elder, for making of two 
timber ohanllers and ane caise to ane of the sohoole 
windowes, 208. 9ih — To William Barrone, carter, 
for tbe hamebringing of the two new mylne stanes, 
£30." 

John Hay, B.D., eldest son of Theodore Hay, had 
stndied and taken tbe degree of A.BiL at the Uni- 
versity of Edinbargh, and had also held a fellowship 
at Cambridge, where be obtained his higher degree. 
He was admitted colleague to bis father on 7th Jane 
1643, but for this tbe presbytery aclcnowledged their 

* "Cbappell" had been written but afterwards deleted 
and "tolbuith" substitated. The tolbootb at tbis time ap- 
pears to have been situated in the group of buildings at the 
wsat end of the High Street, of which the obapel and 
*' Steeple" were also oemponani pacta. 
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difobedience to the aoti of the assembly. The town 
ooanoil had not oonsented u> the collegiate arrange- 
ment: — **164S — Jan, IG^Aneni the sapplicatioun 
geWn in befoir the presbiterie of Peblis and sub- 
•orjTit be the saidia bailyeis and maist pairt of the 
coansell of this bargh desyring Mr John Hay, sone 
to the persone of Peblis, in respect of big said 
fatheris auld aige and waiknes to be joyoit as ane 
helper to him and admittit collet with bim, the 
coansell baifing oonaidderit and advysit the samyn 
they deolair that thair intentioun and sabsoriptiuun 
thairof was alanerlie that the said Mr Johne suld 
onlie be ane helper in preiohing to his said father 
dnring his lyftyme and not to be admittit ooUeg 
with him as the samyn was desyrit be Mr Andro 
Watsone, presenter of the said supplicatioun to 
thame, and as was ooncladit in the kirlc sessioun of 
Peblis befoir the snbscriptioun thairof; and pro- 
testis that gif the presbiterie of Peblis proceid ony 
forder thairintill nor this thair declaratioun they 
dissasent thairunto till they be forder advysit; de- 
syring this thair declaratioun and protestatioun may 
be actit and registrat in thair presbiterie buikis, 
tbairin to remane with the rest of tbair aotis of 
presbiterie cuifiUwram ret memoriam.^* 

Some disputes as to the commutable valae of the 
** teind " of sheep stock led to the parson and vicar 
being offered their tithe dues in kind in place of 
money. ** 164^^ April )?5— -Item, to mak ane offer 
ddnte tempore of the teynd lambis upone Kaidmuir 
to the persone, in respect he upliftis the teynd 
soheiff thairof, and sua can not seik xl «. for the 
teynd lamb and woll. May l?6— Ordanes the pre- 
sent proveist and bailyeis, the auld proveist and 
bailye, the auld and present thesaursres, William 
Yaitche, and all these that hes ony scheip pasturand 
npone the tonnes landis, with the haill remanent 
coansell to pas to the personall presence of the per- 
sone and vicar and mak offer to thame of thair 
vicarage teynds conforme to the former act. 1644— 
May f7 — Ordanes intimatioun to be maid to the 
persone and vicar to ressave tbair teyndis tp«a cor- 
pora^ be the pro vest and sick as he can convenientlie 
haif at meiting with the persone. July )?d— The 
magistrattis and counsell ar ordanit to concur with 
the inhabitantis of this burgh in defence of the 
persones, gif ony be, to be persewit be the persone 
or vicar of Peblis aganes thame; and the expenssis to 
be debursit in defence thairof to be gevin furth be 
the def enderis ilk ane pro ro^. A vg» id— Appoyntei 
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the proT«ut and the tn« hallyef ■ to ipeik the penone 
anent the viearage teyndis, and William Lowh with 
the olerk to assist thame. 1645^April 28 ^It is 
sfcatnte and ordanit that all that hes ony goidis snb- 
jeot in teynd to the penone and vioar to intimat 
thame for teynding thairof betuizt and the fyftene 
day of May niztooum.'' 

The erection of the presbytery of Biflrgar had been 
proposed by the general assembly in 1581, bat was 
not then carried into e£Fect. The sabject sgain came 
np for discussion in 1643, resulting in the disjanction 
of certain parishes from the presbyteries of Lanark 
and Peebles and the formation of that of Biggar con- 
form to acts of the general assembly, dated 12th 
Auffust of that year and 3rd June following. ** 164S 
— April 5 —The council appotntis the proveist and 
Williame Lewis to ryde to Bigger the morne aucht 
dayis to awa(it upone the meiting anent the intendit 
divisionn of the presbiteries of Peblis and Lanark. 
Avg. 21 — The procedure of the generall assemblie 
anent the presbiterie socbt be Bigger, with the haill 
inforroatiounes of all thair meitings prodaceit be 
Patrik Tbomsone, bailye, ar re-deliverit to him to be 
keipit till the nizt generall assemblie.'* 

About this time the machinations of witches were 
receiving the vigilant attention of the privy coancil 
and kirk sessions throughout the country, and oc- 
casionally an incidental reference to the subject 
occurs in the reoordB:-^** 1641^ April Sl^In presence 
of David Plenderlaith, bailyie, comperit James 
Robsone in Logane and become cautioone for Gilbert 
Bobsone in Logane his father, as being incarcerat in 
the wairdhoaa of Peblis for alleadgit crymea of 
witcbecraft, that he sail enter the said Gilbert fiob- 
sone in the said wairdhous of Peblis qahensoever he 
salbe requyred tbairto upoun xlviij houris advertise- 
ment, and that under the paine and penaltie of tna 
hundreth merkis money. 1644 — ^an 8 — Alexander 
Lander is ordanit to go to Edinbargh or Massilburgh, 
to fetch ane ezecutionar to the impannelit witches, 
upone Thursday nizt the ellevint of Januar instant, 
and gif he refuis the proveist and bailyea to caus ane 
uther npone the said Alexander his ezpenssis to go to 
that effect. '* 

** Amang the mony abuses whilk the iniquity of the 
time and private respect of filthy lucre and gain has 
produced within the commonwealth, there is of late 
discoverit a most unlawful and pernicious tred of 
transporting of eggs furth of the kingdom, . . . 
Mkd certain avamioiui aiid godleii penons, void of 
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modeitj ftnd dlieretion, preferring thair awia piiv»ia 
ooramodity to the oommomretl, goei atbort tha 
oeoDtry and bnyi the haill eggi that they oan get^ 
harrele the eame and traniporte the aame at their 
pleainre/* thereby oaaeiog a dearth and threatening 
the ntter extermination in the ooantry of both egga 
and poultry. So ran the preamble of an act of the 
privy coancil passed in the year 1615, whereby the 
farther exportation of eggi was prohibited nnder 
heavy penalties. The town conncil of Peebles seem 
to have had somewhat similar prognostications some 
years afterwards, or perhaps the privy council bad 
again taken alarm and iraued instructions to the 
provincial antborities:— '* /^^ — i^eb. 106— Ordanes 
that na eggis be transportit forth of this burgh, and 
lykwyis na eggis salbe sanld within this burgh be na 
inhabitantis within this burgh, under the pane of 
.... and wairding of thair persones during 
the magistraittii will; and qoha salbe tryit to export 
or sell oay eggis furth of this burgh salbe banisohit." 
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XXVIIL 

SBLKOnOlTB FBOM AOOOUHTB, 1639-40 AVD 1646-6. 

Fob the period between 1639 and 1649 there are only 
two of the yearly Boeountt which have kept their 

J»laoes in the town*e repositoriee. From these the 
ollowing ulectione are tiiken:^-From aecoante, 
leSd-iOi—" 1640— March t4—To John Toedie for 
thrie faddome of towea to the eteipill bell, 68. To 
John Kobenefor ringing the bellis to the prayeris, 
£3. Map ^— Gtevin to the schoUeris to by paper for 
rinning fra OilUs borne to the Anld Toon, 68. J%dy 
4 — For a plaek candill to lay ap some writtis in the 
townie charter kist, 4d. Sth^To John Newton for 
earying of four laidis stanes fra the Oroce Kirk to 
Tneid brig, 48. i^tA— Ctovin to James Tnedie for 
keiping Bonynton scheip on the Gastellhill, Ss. tUt 
— Oevin to tstevin Grieve for going doan to Flora 
wode to enedde the tries, 1 mark, iind — To Thomas 
Johnston, nolt bird, for sex ferlettis meill, £7, 10s. 
Avguit ii~-Oeviu to Thomas Anderson in Kailyeo, 
npon his petition, subsoribit for helping of Charles 
Oieg's twa bairnes, £3. (Jevin to James and Robert 
Haldanes for goeing to the Bimiebank to win the 
stance to the anld milne, for their meitt for ane day, 
18s. 4d. Hth—Qtvin to James Haidane for his twa 
bore to leid faill to lay in Toeid call, ane dayis wark 
with sTerie naig, 26s. 8d. StpUmber 10— Gevin to 
Patrik Vaitobe his wife to compieife her compt the 
town was awing her (qnbilk amounted to £46, 10s.), 
£4. Memonmdum: The toon payit her the rest of 
the said compt be allowing her imposts, qnhilk 
imposts the toun hes to pay to the checker for 
her, and also to remember of the said compt the 
derk gat £12, being the taxation for his ten- penny 
n*nt, so that the toun has to pay for her £30, lOs. 
fOtA— Oevin to William Lowes, baillie, for his waiges 
ancht dayes as commissioner at Irving, everie day r 
marks, with 6s. to the doore keiper tbair, £26, 198. 
4d. Oevin to him for his baillie fie, 40s. Hovemher 
f ~To Thomas Pringill for sewing on of four peices 
of parchment on the dram, 3s. ISth^To Patrik 
Thomsou^ bailUe, qohen he went to Bdinhnrgh to» 
the parliament* £22^ DeoemJber l^To John Xaifeohea 



for oftrylni the dram in to Edinburgh to mend« 6a. 
Deeemftsr li— To Andro HtUUno foroMting of f&iU 
fy ve dayei to Taeid osall and the aold mill eftall, 
83t. 4d. Oettiber 25— Oevin for ane aller trie to be 
•wei to the aald milne, to the laird of Oardrona. ▼ 
merkia. Item, gevin for ten hore wages for carjrins 
the laid trie and the wattellia thairof fra the Kirk- 
bnrne to Peblet, £3. To James Haldane for oattixiff 
of the said trie and aneddiog and drestiog thairoi^ 
being ane dayes wark, 13t. 4d. tSth — ^To James 
Haldane for ane day wark of bis men to leid faill to 
the failling of the wallis of the aald milne, and for 
ane uther day to leid faill for failling of the hint and 
laying in of the dame, being two dayet, 268. 8d. 
f7tk-^To John Tuedie, merchand, for 60 naillis to 
naill a fall oloas to the anld milne, 6s. 8d. t8th— 
For 25 naillis to mak the troohe and to naill on ane 
bnird without the qnbeill, 3s. 4d.; for twafaddom 
towes to beir up the rocking-trie of the aald milne, 
3s. 4d. November S—To James HiJdane for his men 
to leid the thaok out of the townes boaaes for the 
auld milne, two dayes, 2 merkis. December 5— To 
James Haldane for building and repaiiin^ of the 
anld milne, conforme to ane petition allnwit be the 
coanseU, £36, 13s. 4d." The cripples and poor folk 
receive the castomarv relief, and amongst them ** ane 
blind man callit William Dawsone, 4s.; and for 
leiding him to the Smeithfeild, 4d.; ane crippell man 
callit James Maxwell, 48.; gevin for horsing him to 
Suynehope milne, 2s. ; to Marion Soott and Jennet 
Gillespie for beiring Braikingrig to Neidpath, 48." 

Accounts, 1645-6: ** 1645— October 6— The day of 
my [i.e., tbe treasurer's] entrie for ane candill to the 
steepiU to tak out moneyis for Captain Hay, 4d. 
i^t^k^-Spent with Andro Hay to befriend tbe town in 
the committee to be bolden at Pentland, lis. lOd. 
November l-^To William Heislope and others for 
cutting timber in the Croce Kirk and for building 
tbe first twa luidges for thes who wer put furth in 
the viaitatioun, 13s. 4d. November IB—To the work- 
men forlaid quhen they cutt and caryed the groynes 
for making the kill for the infected cloths, 3 pyntis 
aill and breid, 48. lOd. November IS— To Laiveten- 
nent Karr, prov6st and baillies present, qohen they 
appoynted him to come fra Jedburgh to reasave the 
tua monetbis mantenance for Oowperis regiment, ane 
quart aill, 32d. For ane mekiil t>arrow for the 
olengers to cary away the f ailyie out of housses, 10a. 
To William Heislope, and three others, for biggin tbe 
kill for the infected olothi danging, £a XJK*-For 
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nyne quartarii hardin to be « maltuxe poke 
at fit. 8d. the elne, ISs.; for tbreid and sewing 
tbairof, 12d. For thrie qaartis aill rewaved be John 
Oilldi to the olengeris in Thomas Hopes wyfes 
hoot, 88. i7£A— Spent with Andro Hay in James 
Williamsones hous to speik for the bargh oaben they 
wer cited to be at Dalkey tb (on the 18 of November), 
ane gallon aill, 10s. 8d. 19thr—To John Plenderlaith, 
and tbree utheris, to oonvoy Mr William Morlay, 
prisoner, fra Peblis to Berwick, £24. To John 
Kaitobeoon for his bora and boy to cary the said Mr 
Morlay to Berwick, 5 merks. Nov, ^(9— To William 
Wilsons qnhilk be bad given out to taa clengeris 
that came ont of Edinburgh to seik employment, 
and were send back, 12s. ^h^-Vov a candill to the 
steepil to tak out moneyes to help to pay the tua 
mooetbis mentenanoe, 4d. Dec. 18— To William 
Wilsooe, baillie of Galascheillis, for convoying Aodro 
Patersone, elenger, to reclenge the infected houssis 
in the brugh, ane rex doUoar, 58s. Item, to the said 
baillie Andro, alias David (oar baillies and utheris 
present), at agreing with him and for aill after dinner 
and for his snpper, 288. f7thr—To David Patersone 
to mak up his compt of ten dayes wages at £3 a-day, 
by bis meat, £12, in. Item, spent be the baillies and 
utheris of the counsell at David Patersones bonvale 
qoben he wes payit of his wages, fyve qaartis aiU, 
Ids. 4d. 1646— Jan, f7—Vot ane laid of peitis to 
clenge the schools, 88. Feb, 3— To Marion Yaitcbe 
for ber pairt of convoying the umquhile scboole 
doctonria barne to Sanderland to his gaidschir, 248. 
Feb, — Item, on ane Sonday at nioht, in a great thaw, 
quben the water wes a flude, to Thomas Smyth, and 
two others, for wadeing and barling the stoap out of 
the water, three pyntis aill, 48. Mardi 7— To John 
Plenderlaith, smyth, to go to Drum fries with tua 
letteres fra leivetennent Eliot, then qaarterit in 
Pebles with his troupe, to roitmaisteris Killoche and 
Oonnighame, £4. Sltt — ^To John Baird, quarter- 
maister in my lord Baccarais regiment, for sez 
troapera quarterit in Pebles the nioht befor, 
and that be directioun of yoang Haystoun, £5, 8s. 
April i5— Qohen the £400 was ressaved fra the 
clerkis wyfe (on bond), and the tazt and loane was 
payit to Mr John Hay, thair was spent that tyme 
fonr obapines wyne, 269. 8d. For a candill to the 
stepill to tak out the rest of the tounes money to 
help to pay the tazt and loane, 4d. ^^^^^ Qaben 
my lord Boodeaoh, his brother, and thair defenderia 
and servandiB wer maid bnrgesus, spent In the olerklt 
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and at the orooe thrie pjratu of saek and ana bread, 
£4, Of. 12d. t9th-^To WiUiam Braidie for b» naif 
to the proveit to ryd to Pentland, cited to the eom- 
Diittie thair, 24b. Map 16— To Andro HaldaDofor 
fixing the stoape qahairon the ■nne dyal i« mounted 
on the Oastellhill and for nailling in thairof, 4i. 
18th— To William Ballo for hia naig to bore John 
I^yos* vyp^ff being taken with the goot and nnable 
to walk, for playing about Kaidronre, Gs.; to John 
Layng for hia awin wagea that day, Ga. 8d. 18th, 19th 
— To William and John Williaonea for caatiog faiU 
about the merchea of Kaidmure and Haramiltonn, 
328. To William WilliamsoQe fint, Thomaa William- 
Bone, hia brother, aecond, and Jamea Anderaone third, 
for a race of paper run fra Gileia burne to John 
Pateraonea bona end, proportionallie according to 
thair places, 48. To William Melroa and Patrik Wil- 
liamaone to go to Lowthiane to seek oat Edward Will, 
runnaway, to enter to captane Marray of Bomanno 
(the toun being manaaaed with qnartering of trouperia 
upon them quhilthey fand out the said runnaway Will), 
£3. i6th — For .^ elnes gray to the provestia wyfe to 
be dothea to runaway Edward Will, £4, 4a. June 
4 — To fyftein men and aeztein horssiB to cary 
captanes Ker and Whyt thair baggage fra Peblia to 
Selkirk, £12, 16s. For ane pair of scboea to Edward 
Will, ISs. ; to by him ane achirt and for to heir hia 
charges in pairt, 328. June 10—To ane post quba 
came to proclame the King's letter anent disbanding 
of forces, 128. 19th — To Jok Blak, servant to Jamea 
Steill, as ane so jour for the toun to go out with 
captain Bomanno, for fyfteine dayes intertainment 
in the steipill, £3; to him for ane new bonnet, 16s, 
For sex quarteris gray to be ane four-tailled coatt to 
John Kaitcheon, ane of the tounes sojouria, 408.; for 
ane sword bocht to him, 58r.; ane other sword bocbt 
to John Newton, ane rex dollar, 588. find— To two 
town ofSceris to go aeik in the foreat and other placea 
Hector Dickisone, cowper, to be ane sojour, and 
Bichard Porteous, quha could not be found, ano 
quairt aill and twa merks, 29s. 4d. July ^— For ane 
sark to Adam Newtoon, sojour, 24s.; for sewing 
tberof, 16d.; for hia shoes, ISa.; for ane bonnet to 
him, 16b. Memor,: Jok Blak gat doctour Eeris 
sword. 3rd— To the laird of Cardrona for oarying 
up be his hers and men ane aller trie to be awes to 
the milnea, fra Kirkburne to the rude milne, 248. ; for 
ane quart aill to hia men, 32d. To William Melros 
for seiking of Douglas and Tom Tuedie, callit of 
Wrae, to be lojoaris, IBs. To Patrik Williamaone to 
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go with William Melros, to Traqnair for Heotonr 
Dikisooe, who eoald not be had, 20a. Qth—Tor % 
c&odill to the ateipill to aeill the oommfasioaxi for 
William Lowes for the conventioun of borrowea at 
Perth, 4d. eth—To David Bobesone in Esohellia for 
brioging up ane trie th&t wea takin away be the 
flade, 6s. 8th — For aoe qaart of sack drank be the 
haillies and great pairt of the connsell at Mr John 

Hay and bis brother and Horsbnigb bon- 

vale boan for Newcastell, drank without the Eist 
Port of Pebles and Qahytatane, 4 merkis; item, for 
ane qaart aill at the said bonvale, 32d. Item, 
the said day, be the haillies, the clerk, and 
utheris, at the making of Alexander Oibsone, 
younger of Durie, Mr John Paterson of Haltrie, and 
John Fairfoull, their man, bargeises, ane pynt of 
sack, t wa bread, t wa pypes, and tobacco, 30a. Memo. : 
The said day gevin to John Bobene the other tbrie 
faddomes of the towes (that had bene bocht for 
balding the trie brigges antane away at the breaking 
of the storme), to Im a oord for the ateipill bell. 16th 
— To Adam Newton, sojoar (qahen our sojouris wea 
to merche with captain Bobert Murray), by that 
quhioh he had gotten befoir, £5, 10s.; to John 
Kaitcheon, by that qahich be had gotten befoir, 
£6; to Bobert Grabame, sojonr for the town, £5, 
lis.; for a sword belt to him, 6s.; to Adamt 
Newtonn to buy ane belt, 6s.; to Bobert Grabame 
for fumisching his awin sword, 40b. ; for sex pyntia 
aill in baillie Thomsones at the sojouris ressaving 
of thair money, Ss.; to John Kaitcheon, sojoar (by 
the shirt he gat befoir), ane of the sarbis that wes 
ordained for evill hangit Jok Blak and the 
uther is yett to the fore quhill runaway Blak 
come bak a man-sworne barges. Qnhen the so« 
jouris went away, be the baillies with captain 
Bobert Murray and his leiTetennent, Ambrose John- 
stoun, ane pynt of sak, ane pynt aill, ane babies 
worth tobacco and thrie pypes, 29s.; therefterane 
uther chapine seek to them, 13s. 4d. fS7th — To 
William Lowes, commissioner for Perth, for his 
wages and debnrsmentis there, £43, 5s. Sltt — To 
John Gilleis to go with Testeris men to tnrne James 
Toungis scheip, 16d. Aug. I — To James Haldane 
for famishing for thrie flight of startis to the milnes 
wheellis, and 20s. that be had gevin to Leslies trow- 
pouris for yron naillis and for aik to be naillia at 
sindrie tymes, £3, 158. Srd— To John Gillies and 
Alexander Williamsone for oarying the stockis fra 
ths orooe to Thomai Qrevei smiddie, 32d. To Alex- 
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Mider WillUmsone, officer, imd hii dowohter for 
denging and sneiping tht tolboilh, altogidder filtbie 
with ■ojooris having lyne there, 28. ^tA— Qevin to 
William Melroa, oowper, to go to Newoaatell for 
oaptaine Marray of RomAnnois company, being feohit 
with aome sojouris, 56a. To Jamea Steill for his 
naig to bora to Selkirk ane Robert Hall, ane officer id 
oaptaine Baobanania company, ISa. To Jamea Scott 
and Jobn HorabruKh for carying twa pallioan kistia 
and horsing of ane entigne to Selkirk in Kenmnree 
regiment, 36e. tStk — For &ne galloan aill in the 
proveatiB Quhen he agrreit for the brigge work, lis. 8d. 
To the omceria and ntheris for carying the meikill 
ledder to Toeid briage, thrie pyntis aill, 48. To 
Andro Haldane and Jobn Gray qoben they began to 
riddell the lyme and sand, ane quart aill, 32*]. To 
Jamea Niocol and the workmen at the beginning of 
the work, thrie pyntia ailU 48. TnelfE f addome towea 
to latt down the lyme to the workmen in ane mekill 
panne, 208. SOthr— To the workmen for rowing out 
of the water ane mekill stane to the bak of ane of 
the midde pilleria, ane galloan aill, tobacco, and 
pypea, 12i. For sex naillia to fastin the scaffold at 
the brigge, 12d. Item, <^ben my lord Kenmnre 
came to Pebles gevin to John Gilleis, younger, to 
ryd to Selkirk in naist with a letter to fetche Ken- 
mares offioeris to Peibles, 248. fSSnd — To Jennat 
Frank for ane bnrdene hedder to melt the leid for 
sum of the boltis of Tueid brigge, Ss. To the sex 
workmen at Tueid brigge for thalr morning drinkis 
and four houris Weddensday efter noone, Tboraday, 
Friday, Saterday, 19, 20, 21, 22 of August, thre 
galloDs aill and half gallon, and taentie>ane breid, by 
the thrie pyntis they gatt in the provestis at thair 
eotrie Weddensday at morne, 588. 4d. Bind — To 
James NiccoU and John Gray, bis man, for the 
brigge wark as follows:— To James NiccoU for fyve 
dayes work (and mair than be wrocht quhilk he 
wsJd have), £5; for ten frie staines to the brigge, 5 
merkis; 2} pundis leid, Gs. 8d.; to Jobn Gray for 
fyve dayes work, 408.; mair to him in drinksilver, 
40d.; to Stevin Greive for thrie dayes work, 408.; 
to William Heislope and John Grieve, younger, for 
sevyn dayes werk, 8 merkis; at the paying of the 
workmen, gevin to them ane galloun aUl, lOs. 8d.; 
to Andro Haldane for his work at the brigge, thre 
dayes, 248; for sand furnished thairto, 288.; to 
William Heislope for mending of the barrow and 
putting twa barrea thairin, 32d.; for twaladdome 
imali towes to wowpe the barrow, 12d. For 50 
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Bftillis to the ark of tht anld milns, 6t. 8d. $4th-- 
To Andro Haldaoe for drawing the geistis and daillla 
oat of the water, lyke to rjs, 16d. SUt^To John 
Kaitobeon to by ane atane ane pond leid for patting 
in the boltis of Taeid brigge, 498. Sept. 7— For tbrie 
pondia of mair leid to finiacbe the bolting of Taeid 
brigge, to laaobeU Horsbrach (deare wairis), 128. ; to 
Wuliam Heialope for melting the leid and patting in 
of the boltia, 13a. 4d.; to Thomaa Grieve for helping 
him, lOs. ; for thair morning drink and four bouris, 
^ galloan aill and twa breid, 78. 4(1.; to the provestia 
wyfe for aex qaartis aill that acho had gevin to the 
Haddanea and Williaones in caating the wreithia of 
anaw (a neidlea wark), the tyme of atorme, at the 
back of Taeid caall, 168. To the bailliea for thair 
baillie fies and barges compositioana, ilk ane 8 
merkia. To John Smyth for 2| stanea 1 pond 13 
uncea yron, at 448. the atane, to the boltia for the 
brigge, £6. 19th — Comptit with Thomaa Greive, 
amyth, for making said new yron and ane ataine of 
aald yron in boltia for Taeid brigge and poynting 
Jamea Niooollia maiaaoan yrona for hewing, &c., 5 
merkia; to him and the aojonr that helpit him to 
atryk oat the boltia at aeverall tymea, for thair drink 
ane galloan aill, 108. 8d. To Andro Haldane for 
carying the maltare pockia, Halamea, Beltane, and 
Lammes quarteria, v merkia. To John Baptie, 
Bohoolemaister, for hia yeiria fie the aaidia foar 
qaartera, £120. 30th — GeTin to the clerk ryding for 
Edinbargh being cited befor the committee of Estates 
to lend moneyia to apeik with Jamea Murray for 
continuatioun of the gilderia, 308. Oct, 6 — ^After the 
election of the coanaell and magistrattis gevin to the 
maister of Tester with sindrie of the coanaell, ane 
pynt of aack and ane pynt aill, 288. To William 
Konno, dempster, for his yeiria fie, £4. 6th— To 
him for making the grave to John Ker, doctoar, and 
his wyfe, dying of the visitationn, about Halames, 
1645, 12a. To Andro Haldane for carying the lyme 
fra Tueid brigge end to the chappell, and 15 daillia 
for the milne tymer and beiring up the lyme foir- 
againat the achoole up to the tolbaith, and the stookis 
fra Thomas Graves amiddie to Brokahole, 208. ^h 
— To Jamea Hope, for ane hors famished be him for 
the toun in ane expeditioun, £40. To John Hora- 
brugh [and four othera] for twa horasia, Thomas Dods 
[and five othera] for carying Eenmurea musket tia fra 
Leith to Peblea for Kenmures aojouria (four quhairof 
gat no armea but had waited on twa dayes and out 
of pitie be the magistratis direction gat payment), 
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to Ilk ane of tht tatlf Mryeria, 24s.; indi, £14« 8ib 
To ThomM Dikisone, tohoole doctoar, for Lammos 
and Halamea qoarteria wages and the harvest 
▼aocanoe, 26 msrkia. In the morrow after Hallow- 
day qohen thair was nether wyne nor sack in Pebles, 
spent qaben ane note wes gottin fra eaptane Alex- 
ander Spittell« qnartermaister, qnhen Leslies armie 
came along anent the qoarterings, that tyme ser 
pyntis aill, Ss. Nov. 7— To James Scott [and three 
others] for earying everie ane of them 25 piokis, and 
to Thomas Taeddell and Andro Ewmond twa laid of 
mnskettis, being the rest of Ken mares regimentis 
armes fra Edinbargh to Pebles, £7, 4s. April 11— 
To John Gilleis to cary on horsback ane Marioon 
Lawder, orippill, to Myrebons, 32d.; totbrie Inglish 
hoys that came alang with Leslies armie going bak to 
Ingland, 12s.** 
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XXIX. 

Pboobbbs or THE OiviL Wab, 1645-50— Lbvtino of 

SOLDIKBS — QOABTBBINO — FUOITIVIS — GAL- 
LOWS ON CALFKNOW— EXBOUTIONBB APPOINT- 
BD— RBPAIBB and ALTBBAT10N8 ON PABISH 

Chuboh— Bemoval of Waulk Mill— Claih 
FOB A Debt. 

The overthrow of Montrose at Philiphangh eztin- 
gnisbed the hopes of the Boyalists in the northern 
kingdom, and previous to that erent the King's sup- 
porters in England had been irretrievably crashed. 
After a winter's retreat in Oxford, oooupied in 
soheming and negotiating for some sort of rehabilita- 
tion of his affairs, daring which he had some experi- 
ence of the distrnst in which he was held by the 
English parliament, Oharles, on the 5th May 1646, 
broaght things to a crisis by entering the camp of the 
Scottish army, then stationed at Newark, near 
Nottingham, and placing himself under^ the pro- 
tection of his countrymen. The English parlia- 
ment, on receiving the intelligence, passed 
resolutions that His Msjesty's person should be at 
their disposal, and required the Soots to conduct 
the King to Warwick Oastle; and thus were com- 
menced the disputes and contentions between the two 
independent legislative authorities, which continued 
with a greater or less viralenoe till the English one 
collapsed under the Oromwellian supremacy. The 
Soots refused to comply with the English demand 
for giving up their sovereign, and, accompanied by 
him, marched northward to Newcastle, where they 
remained till the following January. On the 23rd 
of that month, the King, by an arrangement of which 
he approved, departed southward in company with 
commissioners from the English parliament, and the 
Scottish army evacuated Newcastle and returned to 
their own country. * The quarrel bet ween the English 

* The fact of the settlement of arrears due to the Scottish 
auxiliaries having been arranged while negrotiations for the 
return of OharlM to London were peoding, has led an* 
scrupulous partisans to cast on the Soots the aspersion that 
they " sola their king." The calumny has often been 



parliament and the army, the leizare of the King's 
person by the latter on 3rd June, his escape from 
Hampden Coart to the Isle of Wight on 11th Novem- 
ber, the declaration of war made bv the Soottish parlia- 
ment on 2Qd March 1648, the leTying of an army 
for the relief of the King, the despatch of the Scottish 
contingent to England (17,000 foot and 1000 horse) to 
oo-operate with the Boyalists, and their complete over- 
throw by Cromwell at Preston on 17th Angnst, when 
the DuKe of Hamilton, their leader, was taken 
prisoner, were some of the principal events bearing 
on Scottish history which followed in rapid saccession. 
With the defeat of the Boyalists at Preston the 
Covenanting party, headed by Argyll, now obtained 
the ascendancy in Scotland, but the execution of the 
King in the following January produced a violent re- 
action in favour of royalty, his son was forthwith 
proclaimed King, and preparations made for defend- 
ing the royal cause. The young King arrived in 
Scotland on 23rd June 1650, and within a few weeks 
Cromwell, at the head of an army of 16,000 veteran 
troops, approached Edinburgh, but, foiled by the 
tactics of David Leslie, . who commanded the Scots, 
he was forced, in the end of August, to retreat in the 
direction of Dunbar. 

With the foregoing brief outline of public events 
kept in view, the selections from accounts already 
given and those from the records which follow, 
will be better nndentood:—** 1646— January 14 — 
Decernis the persones following to pay to William 
Porteous, merchant, asassignsyconstitut be Alexander 
Porteous, his now souldier at Newcastle, in England, 
be bis missive letters sent be him to the said William, 
his father, the sowmes of money underwritten for the 
maillis and dewties of certane houssis perteining to 
the said Alexander: — William Tern pill, flesher, 5 
merks (£3, 68. 8d.); Robert Watsone, 50b,; Issobell 
Kobeine, widow, 36s. 8d.; Elspeth Scott, widow, 338. 
4d. [all for half-year to Martinmas, 1644], qubilkia 
sowmes they refuis to pay without oompulsione. 

effectually refuted, and it is disappointing, in these days of 
accurate historical research, to find, in a school book re* 
cently published by Blackie & b'on, the old blander, not 
indeed boldly expressed, but evidently insinaated in such a 
paraage as this:>-*' By the Scotch the King was taken to 
Newcastle, and after tedious negotiations was surrendered 
to the English parliament in January 1647, on rt- ceipt of the 
sum of £400,000." The author is designated on the title 
page *' Late Scholar of Clare OoIIege, Cambridge," and this 
announcement is followed by the pm^lishers* motto~-**£tie6m 
Ubris di8$eminainut." 
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1648 -^ May i5— The oonnsell hei oo&tlnewit the 
Dominatioan of these to be lent farth to this 
present expeclitioan till the morne at seTen hourie 
in the morning, and to meit at the proveistie 
bouB inmioe he be not able to cnm heir." nWt> — 
For providing 20 days' provision and arms to 
the persons to be sent ont "everie inhabitant, 
of qnhatsamever sex or degrie, sail pay the 
sowme of fyftie KcbilliDgis. May i6 — The names of 
these of the burgh of Peblis noiuinat to be sojooris to 
go forth in this present expeditionn: [here follows list 
contaiDiof! 45 namet], or ony tuentie of thame. Item, 
to remember that at the Croce Kirk of Peblis the tuelf 
oi Junij instant Archibald Tuedie and Kobert 
Qrahame war ordanit ane of thame to geve to the 
nther ten dolaris or ellis to go fnrth thame selffis 
baith; and John Tuedie, brother to the said Arch bald 
was to enter him. Item, gif James Douglas be re- 
fuisit to bring him bak agane to waird, thairin to re* 
main ay and quhill he satisfie the toun/* June 19 
to September t$ — Quarter maisters Sippointed; 
billeting sojeris; desertion of sojeris; contributions to 
begathered; fugitives; picks and muskets; inhabitants 
not to leave town; inhabitants to be convened; men to 
advise with council; General Leslie's expeditioun; con- 
tribution for munitiouns. — See Printed Becords, pp. 
382-5. ** June i^^— The counsell hes appointit the 
quarter-maisteris eftememit to concur with the magis- 
trattes in the qnarteringis of fute and borssis, vis,, 
James Horsbruik [and four others]. Item, that qnhaso- 
ever sail geve moneyis to ony sojor or chift the billet 
upone ane niohtbonr sail pay to the thesaurer of this 
borgb fyve pundis; and quhasoever sail absent or 
put away tbair horssis fra the tounes service, they 
being wairnit the nicht befoir, sail also pay the said 
fyne of fyve pundis. Ordanes Bessie Edmond, 
mother to James Gibsone, and Jonet Robesone, 
mother to John Melros, quha did deliver tua sojoris 
in name of tbair sones, quhilk sojouris hes now 
deseitit fromt tbair cuUouns, to present thair sonea 
to the major; and the counsell to tak considerationn 
anent the repayment to the aaidis Bessie and Jonet 
of the moneyis g^^in furth be thame to the saidis 
sojouris. Sep, £9— In presence of David Plender- 
laytb and William Lowis, bailyie, eomperit Thomas 
Murdie and Johne Wood, and beoome actit that they 
sail go forth in generall Leslie or David Leslie thair 
airmle within thrie houris next efter they be warnit 
personallie or at thair dwelling-hoossis, ilk ane of 
thane under the pane of perjarto and bMuahment of 
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the toan. Mid the eald Johne Wood the foirfeltore 
of his heme at Peblii Brigend. William Temple, 
elder, aotit bimielf for William Temple, bis sodo, to 
goe out ut infra, Oomperit John Gilleii, younger, 
and enactii himself to goe out for the tounes servioe 
within aaid space, and that under the pane of per- 
jarie and banishment furth of this burgh and for- 
zaltrie of his whole oornes growand about this burgh, 
the eounsell takeing oours for interteaning of his 
sone. Nov. 6— [Two persons for each quarter and 
two for Auld Toun appointed] coUectouris of mus- 
kettis and pickis, to use diligence and report agane 
this day xv dayis. fS7th — Comperit James Watsone, 
traveller in Pehlis, Bichard Porteous, ther, and John 
Tueddell, tailyeoar, their, aod actit themselfs that 
whensoever the burgh of Pehlis sail happii^ to have 
adoe to pote farth souldieres to any expedition n 
heirefter that they sail be readie at the command 
of the magistrates therof, upoun foartie-eigbt houres 
warning, ethsr personaliie or at ther dwelling-houssis, 
ilk persooe under the pane of ane hundreth punds 
Soottis money. 1649— April 16 — All these that hes 
ony pickii or muskettis to mak payment of the 
pryoes thairof of these in thair awin possessionn and 
not gevin out to sojouris May 11— It is con- 
descendit that ilk man, alsweill roaister as servant, 
sail pay xij. s. for outreiking of the tua fate men tu 
this present expedition, conforme to the formar 
rollis; to be collectit be the former coUectouris with 
all expedition. 1650— July ^-Ordanes that na 
persones go out of town at this present tyme, or in 
tyme cuming, for fear of going in in the levie present 
or to oome, under the pane of banishment. 18th — 
It is overtured be the counsellouris, all present and 
sworne, that the persones gevin up in ane roll, first 
that the fugitives thair names be taken and given to 
thes who sould go on; nixt that these who fies them- 
selfis with utheris without the burgh be called back 
to go on for the town; thridlie, that tbes who hes n<i 
guidis and flies themselfis be bauiscbed the town and 
never have the benefite of the town. They have 
nominat thir persones to go out:— [here follow 
thirteen names]. The counsellors and quarter- 
maisters statutes that incaice the town be urged 
with another levie heirefter that the persones after 
specifeit be listed and stand in roll to roak choyse of 
them as eferis, viz., [35 names], and that nane of the 
aaidis persones tak on or absent themselfis. Item, 
that na personis, maiateris nor servandis, quhatsum- 
evir within town absent themselfis or tak on with 
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niherii noder the pans of confiioatiotin of ihair 
guddis and present nangiDg, conforme to the aot of 
estatet; and that nane tell any armes to ontland men 
hot to the magistrattis for farnishiDg thair men, 
under all hiest pane. Item, ordanes that the nyne men 
to go oat on serTice in this second levie be famished 
with armes, viz., sex maskettis, thrie piokis, nyne 
swordis; and that eyerie persone of the said nyne 
have in money the sowme of toelf pundis by armes, 
and that it be brokin throa the toan, and everie 
persone in the towne, except magistrattes, pay 248. 
Scotts. July i?(> -Ordanes presentlie this day that 
ane gallows be sett ap in the Galfknow, and the 
thesaarer to caws expede the same instantlie, and 
that for panishing all persones iugitives or ran- 
awayis in this present expeditioan against Cromwell. 
Augutt f^— Ordanes to send presentlie for the town's 
sojouris to snpplie thair present neoessitie ilk ane xl 
8., mde £12. Robert Thomsone, baiUie, takis on 
hand to provyd this £12 and send it by the hand of 
the first ocoasioan." 

The quartering of soldiers and the collection of 
assessments for maintenanoe of the army were 
burdensome to the community: — 1646 — Oct, 12 — 
Ordanes all these appointit to tak notice anent the 
quarteringis efter Phillophauch to report thair 
diligence to the coansell this day 8 dayes. Nov. 9 — 
The proveist, bailyeis, and oounsell of Peblis, con- 
▼enit in the chapell thairof, . . . hes appointit 
the proTCst and bailyeis to melt this day eftemone, 
and the mome in the morning, to convene the haill 
inhsbitantis of this burgh anent the quarteringis sen 
Philliphaach and to tak thair aytnis thairanent 
and proceid thairintill quhill the samyn be all 
ordourit. Dec, Si—The counsell hes enactit that 
the quarteringis baitb of fute and trouperis salbe 
payit as follows, viz., the twa pairtis thairof be the 
inhabitantis of the burgh, and the thrid pairt thairof 
be the thesaurar thairof; and for breking of the 
inhabitantis pairt of the saidis quarteringis they haif 
nominat [two persons for each of the foar quarters 
and two for the Aald Toun]. The proveist and 
bailyeis ar ordanit to speik and desyre of the ofiSceris 
billettis for the transient quarteringis of these that 
went to Selkirk, togidder with the quarteringis of 
the sojoris for the five dayes the haill sojoris remanit 
in this toun. 1647 — Jan, 18 — The oounsell hes 
grantit ane new monethis mentenance for the horssb 
and fate sojouris to be oolleotit conforme to the 
f ormar monethis mentenanoe immediatelie of befoir. 
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Aad tlM ibMMinr ftlao to p»j irt antes; and iatf- 
mfttiooD h«irof to be mftid with all diligonoa uid 
MymoBt to bo maid witbin xlviij boarit. Fth, 9t — 
Tbo ooonieU appoyntia [two poraons for aaeb of tbe 
qoarton and Aald Toon] to tak ana noit of my lord 
Binolaria qaartaria upon the aithia of tbe upfrsvarii, 
to tbe eflraot the aamyn may be sent to William 
Lowii, commiaaionar at Parliament. March 1 — 
William Lowit, bailye, oommierionar, prodacit ane 
diioharge be Mr Andro Hay for ane monetbit menten> 
anoe. Junt 8 — James Williamione obomn oom- 
miMionar to ryde td Bdinbnrgb for tbe loissit and 
qaarteringii. Jvly i7 — Ordaneo the ofBoiaria to 
intimat of new agane to tbe broneteris, fleiehoaris, 
and all ntberis sobjeot in payment of tbe exeyte, to 
mak payment tbairof to tbe ooUectonris betaixt and 
Thursday nixt, ander tbe pane of warding, and tbe 
brekaris of the said exoyse to eoncar with the magia- 
trattis for ingathering tbairof under the pane of 
doubling of tbair pairtis of the said exeyse. The 
magistrattis to visit the roll of the mentenance that 
these that has landia in tenementis and not brokin of 
befoir, and free now of the burdene of the quarter- 
ingis, may be oonsiderit and pay tbair monethlie 
mentenance alswell for byganes as in tyrae cuming. 
1648'-'Iiov. t — ^Anent the elaime intendit and per- 
sewit at the instance of John WiUiamsone [and 
three other] burgessis of Pebles, against William 
Patersone, burgee tbair, berins that wher upon 
8th October Isst, Alexander Yaitche of Menner, 
having by ane ordonr of the committee of estaittee 

quarterit upon his lands the number of boramen 

of the Inglis armie, did tbe same day come doune to 
the burgh of Pebles, and desyred the saids personea 
to quarter the said number of men upone his chargea 
and expenssis, and then faithfuUie promittit not 
onlie to pay and satisfie for thair interteanment but 
also to repay and satisfie all lossis and skaith that 
any in the toune should susteane in their comes or 
utherwayes be the saids Inglisbmen and their horssu; 
and treu it is that the foiruamet personea had 
eatten and destroyit to them be tbe said iDgliahmen 
tbe said niobt and day, vis., [one of the eomplainers 
9} firlots oats; another, half a boll heir; another, 3 
firlots oats; and tbe fourth a boll oats, all with tbe 
fodder. Patersone being addebted to Yaitch in £71, 
the amount was arrested in his hands, and he wm 
now called upon to make it forthcoming.] 1649 — 
Mureh iS9--The proveist, bailyeis, and eonnsell, 
present, bes ordanit als mekle silver as ane menethii 
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mentenance of befoir to be coUectit afF the inbabl- 
antU, VIE., ane bundreth and tua pandit oonforme to 
the formar rollit. May It— The coaniell hea con- 
cladit to go to my lord Tester, and sohaw to his 
lordship the wrangis done be Sir James Hay to the 
toan, and in speciall anent the qaarteringis of the 
sojories and trou peris." 

A public official, whose services seem to have been 
required, but for whose post competitors were scarce, 
had to be appointed: — ** 1660— Jan. 14 — In presence 
of JamAs Horsbrugb and Robert Thomsone, oailUes, 
John Bell and the twa officeris, Andro Maxwell, 
sometyme a chopman, being apprehended for pyking 
and steilling of some beir in a pock ont of Mausland, 
and incarcerat within thair jewle, undertakis to be 
for the toun of Pebles thair executioner and lockman, 
and to continew in that thair service daring the 
townis pleasour; for the qahilkis the baillies in name 
of the counsell sail [be liable] for bis fie and wage 
and houB, and the baillies sail undergo that nane 
within thair brngh sail raill or abuse the said Andro 
his name for using the said calling, and gif he eskap 
and runne away be is content to be hanged im- 
mediatelie thairefter without assyse.— (Signed) Tho. 
CraWFOBD, notar, at command of the said Andro 
Maxwell." 

The parish church, now the Cross Church in ruins, 
is sometimes noticed in connection with repairs and 
fitting in of pews:—" 164S -Feb, 5— The counsell hes 
gevin warrand to the proveist and tua bailyeis to 
Bubscryve ane procuratorie presentit be Mr John 
Hay, youngar of Haystoun, in name and behalf of 
my lord Tester and remanent heritours of the 
paroohin of Peblis for putting the letteres of hom- 
ing to ezecutioun raisit aganes the persone and 
vicar of Peblis for repeiting the charges and sowmes 
debursit alreddie upone the reparatioun of the Croce 
Kirk of Peblis and upholding of [the same] in tyme 
cuming. 1649—AprUi—ThtLiT is offerit be William 
Lowis for reforming the tonnes seat in the Croce 
Kirk lofting thairof, and making of pews beneth 
the samyn, ane bundreth merkis for half ane yeir 
annuelrent frie, and at the completing thairof ather 
to haif his awin hundreth merkis or ellis to half 
power to dispone upon the pewis be the advyse of 
the counsell efter the repairing thairof. 1649— Aug, 
6— The merchants ar content and enactis themselfis 
to build ane seat in the kirk directlie fra the new 
wester loft till the new seat of the magistrats and 
ooaaiellt and the passage to be upon the olerkii 



208 auAVXHOft noM thi bubah bsoobpb. 

•Mt. 1660-^Jci/n, i'^— The ooanitU gives licence to 
the merchandis to build their loft and to go on as 
the town'a loft, and after the building thairof the 
nerchanda to have thair choyoe whidder they tak 
the back pairt of the town*a loft or thair awin, they 
allwayes booting quha baa the better. March 15 — 
The counaell grantia licence to Jamea Williamsone, 
lait proveat, to have aae pew in the middle rank, 
and eiat end of the kirk, upon conditioun of payment 
as he can agrie with William Lowes be advyse of 
the counsell. Ordanes the theaaurer and deane-of- 
guyld to oompleit their loft under and above within 
fyftene dayia, and thairefter to give in the comptia. 
Jvly SO — John, Alexander, Thomas, and James 
Williamsones, and thair aires after them, ordained 
to have ane pew in the kirk in the mid rank, and 
the middle pew nearest Jamet Williamsone, elder, 
to be thair pew upon payment to William Lewis." 
There are also similar arranKcments with others as 
to pews. ** 1661 — Dec, i9 — Appoyntes and au- 
thorizes John Lowes [and three others] to reasone and 
voite with or against the Kirk Session of Pebles 
anent the reparation of the kirk." On considering 
the proposals made for reparation, the council *' ar 
most willing (according to the old former custome) 
to repair the two westmost windowes and the 
fabrik of the said churche; item, they are williug 
to repare and uphold thair pairt of the churche ac- 
cording as the burgh of Selkirk, which is ane mair 
able burgh than this; item, they find it is incumbent 
to the titular [of the teinds] to repare ane pairt of 
the church as his predecessores wer wont to doe, and 
if they were takismen [of the teinds] as otheres ar 
they ar most willing to undergoe thair proportione 
conforme. 1652 — Jan, 8 — Appointes the proveist 
[and six others] to meit this day with my lord 
Yester and remanent heritouris within Pebles paroch 
and confer with them anent the reparatioun of the 
churche." 
The original waulk mill,* which was situated on 

* The mill bad in 1482 been leased to Sir Gilbert Jameson 
and hia brother, John Jameson, during their lifetimes, for 
payment of three merks yearly to St John's altar, and in 
1488 it and an adjoining site for a house were formally 
given possession of to John Jameson. In an old register it 
is narrated that on 15th April of that year, the bailies, 
with consent of the "hail communite, passyt with certane 
of nychtburris to the walk mylne standand at the south 
syd of the burgh, at the heid yairdis, at the est end of 
Tued Grene, upon the nerth syd the dame," and gave 
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TwwA Green, appean to have been supen^d^ ^7 
one erected on the rite of the ** anld miUi en Peblu 
water '* ahoat the year 1649^-" 1645^ApnL /--Or- 
danes the baill horMis in the toon to be wiwrnit everie 
ane of thame to lay four laidia stanea to the biggiof 
of the waalk mylne, ane qaarter thairof ilk day, 
beginnand the first qaarter upone Thanday nixt ia 
the morning, and the second qaarter the said day 
eftemone; the thrid quarter upone Fryday in the 
morning, and the fourt qaarter npone Friday efter- 
none. 16^ — Au^, ll^iiAAeA be Alexander Forrest, 
tailyeor, for ane tbrie*yeir talr of the waulk milne, 
84 merks. 1649^ AprU IS -The coansell to think 
upone ane way aneot the transporting of the waulk 
mylne in the place quhair the auld mylne standis. 
16th — Item, Mdden be William Lewis for sua mony 
yeiris tack as the councill and he can aggrie yeirlie, 
ane thousand merkis, upoun conditioun that the 
toun transport the auld milne and set the samyn 
agane quhair the walk mylne standis; provyding he 
half the putting in of skilful! servantis, milleris, and 
warkmen thairintill, quhilkis salbe humble and 
obedient servants and serve the toun at all oop 
casiounes bayth day and nicht; lykas the saidis 
haill inhabitantis present bes offerit thair oontribu* 
tioun and help for transporting of the said mylne 
and dressing of hir upe; and quha ref ussia ar con- 
Jameson " heritabill saisen of the said walk mylue, with 
all rychtwus pertinents, and of twenty-sex futtis of'lenth 
of the said ground, to b>^ ane hous on the said walk mjln, 
and als of thretty futtis of lenth of ttie samyn land to byg 
ane other hous upon, U^der with the breid pertening 
thairto befor the wXd walk mylne, . . . with leyf and 
power frely to set and plant treis on the soatb syd the myln 
dame, up and doune, to the profit and uphald of the srid 
walk myln, the treis beand the said James and his airis, 
the ground and gars commoun to the toun. . . And als 
with f re isch and entra of the water to oum fra the oorne 
myln frely doune to the said walk myln; . . . andgif 
the water cumand fra the corn myln doune to the said 
walk myln be stoppit or lattin f urth wrangusly be ony per- 
sons, than the balyeis and the commumtie sail caus and gar 
the said John and his airis to be ramedit and amendit 
thairof insafer as thai ar scaithit thairthrow." After the 
removal of the miU the " dam " was disused uid the ground 
occupied by and adjoining it, now known as the Qytes, let 
for grazing. QyU, gou, or goU, is a well-known Scottish 
word signifying a ditch or water cut. The town wall is 
described as proceeding northward from the " golt f ut." 
At the point indicated the mill dam (Scotticism for mUl 
lade) had nearly reached the mill, and that part of it was 
acowdingly described as its *' fat " (foot), or termination. 
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tent to be pnniaohit thurfoir.* 8^, S—1% U aggreit 
betaixt the pro?eist, bailyeis, and ooansell, and 
TbomM Moyiee, walker, vis., the said Thomas to 
redd the groand of the north mylne, now the walk 
my In, to the balk of the corne land e weat thairto, and the 
toan to extend the eamin be ane new oaple and pat 
ane new onpill thairto, the said Thomai payand 
thairfoir yeirlie fyve merkis, and at the ische of the 
taok thairof to leave the samyn sufficient in wallis, 
tymmer, and thack." 

The principle of lUera tcripta ma/net it a safe one in 
financial transactioDS, the memories of debtors especi- 
ally having sometimes a treacherous tendency. Be- 
coUection had been sadly at faalt on one side or the 
other in the following instance:— '* i65f—^«&ruary 
16 — ^Anent the sapplicatiouo gevin in befoir the 
proveist, baillies, aod counnell be Jennet Watsone, 
spous to John Hay, eldest lawfuU sone to Sir Jamea 
Hay of Smeithfield, knicht, and the said John Hay 
for his interes, against John Mure, borges of Pebles, 
beirand forasmuch as the said John Mure come to 
the said John Hay in his chamber upon the tenth of 
December, and thair confessit himself to be adebtit 
(undesyred) the sowme of ellevin score pundes Soottes 
money, in remembrance and token of which sowme 
ther was a difference of the haill compt, for the said 
John Hayes spous affirmed in face of the said John 
Mure that he was addebtit of reall lent money the 
sowme of thretteine scoire pundes, wberupon he 
ansuerit verhcUim: Tow know my comptes will not lie, 
for I will atber bring my comptes to you, or if ye 
will be pleased to go to my hous and I will let yow 
sie them. At which the said John Hay, being over- 
taken with his many fair promisies [and professions] 
of love, as John Mure said to him: Sir, by the grace 
of Ood you shall not [have cause] to feare it, for I 
shall be ane faithf uU paymaster to yow. Wherupon 
the said John Hay desyred him to take one day of 
payment, at which he answered: I have money 
awchtand me in the countrie by suDdrie handfi. but I 
cannot get in payment therof, but if I should borrow 
it I shall not faill to pay yow at St Mungoisday; and 
thairafter I have payit yow, for the kyndues that 
I have receavit from your wyfe, so long as I have 
tuo pennies yow shall command the half of it, 

* This looks like a proposal to have the Auld Mill re-erect- 
ed at Tweed Qreen or Walkers' Haugh, hut the records do 
not show that such a scheme was carried out. Subsequent 
to this there were two grain miUs adjacent to each other at 
jOie Oastlehill. 
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alwayes beoaoa ther was non that ever knew of it 
bat sho and I, tberfor I will desyre yow to keepe it 
qnyet from my wyfe and friends, for I had rather 
pay ten tymes the sowme befor they knew of it; 
upon which the said John Hay gave him bis hand 
he shoald never divulge it to any body. Then he 
said to the said John Hay: I know ye ar neidfuU 
of money at this tyme, and I have a little wie thing 
lying besyde me. Then John Hay askit him how 
much was of it, and he said twelve punds Sootts. 
Withall he desyred the said John Hay to his boas 
to drink a pynt of aill, all which the said Jobn Hay 
doing, the said John Mure called him to the dure and 
went to the stable and thair did give him the said 
tuelve pund Scottes money in pairt of payment; 
which upon ooDscience the said John Mare cannot 
deny." On the matter being referred to Mure's oath 
he deponed that be never owed the complainers any- 
thing except £26 Soots, which had been paid, and he 
was accordingly absolved from liability. 
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PBOVOsts ov THB BtTBOH— Lord Testes— Skbvitob 
T?o KEEP wiTHnr Oektaiw BotJNDs — Town 
Clebk— Dban-of-Guild and Guild Counoil 
— HofiBB Raob at Beltane. 

John, the fourth Lord of Tester, who took part in 
public affairs in Queen Mary's time, is the first 
provost of the bargfa noticed in the records. He died 
while in office, and the guardians of his son William, 
the fifth lord, but then a minor, endeavoured to 
secure for him a continuance of the influence which 
the position afforded, by obtaining a gift of the 
provostry under the Queen's privy seal. This the 
oommnnity objected to as an infringement of the 
burgh's privileges, and as a compromise it was agreed 
(30th January 1555) that the gift shonld be renounced, 
the town promising that so soon as the young lord 
shonld attain majority, and be "of knowledge to gif 
thame ane gnd counsale," to accept him *'in the 
provestrie of the burgh, yerelie, afore ony utheris, as 
thai fynd him geving for commoun weill." The for- 
msJUty of annual elections of the successive Lords 
Tester, varied apparently by their relative Lord 
Newbottle being in office for a time (Gleanings, IV.), 
was probably kept up till 1609, when, on the recur- 
rence of another miliority in the reigning family the 
council ventured on the innovation of promoting one 
of their own number to the civic chair, and the former 
system was not subsequently reverted to.* The 
municipal connection, however, between the com- 

* John Dikisoun was chosen provost in 1609, 1610, and 
1614. For want of the bai^h court book in which elections 
are recorded it may be diflScult to make up a complete list> 
of provosts previous to 1624. Between that year and 1660 
the following were chosen, the election being from Michael- 
mas in one year till the Michaelmas ensainjf:~1624, James 
Williamson; 1626, Oharles Pringill; 1626-8, James William, 
eon; 1620-88, John Lowis; 1684-6, James Wiiliamsone; 
1686-8, John Lowis; 1689. James Wiiliamsone; 1640, John 
Lowis; 1641-4, James Williamsons; 1646, John Lowis; 1646-7, 
Patrik Thomsons; 1649, John Lowis; 1660, James William- 
sons. This proved to be Provost Williamsone's last ap- 
pointment, as he died before the munisipal year dosed. He 
wu again fuooeedsd by John Lowii. 



manitj And tb^r noble neigbbonr vim not eniifeir 
•eyered. Lord Tester* the minor of 1609, and «tter« 
wards the first Earl of Tweeddale, daring the intier« 
yaU in which he was Qot Qocnpied with natioqfd 
ooncems, acted as a member of the tQwjn oopnoil, tQ 
which he was for a loifig time annvaUy eleetod from 
the jear 1628. Dr Theodore Hay, ''perso^e ol 
PebliB,'* was also then elected, and i^nnnally there- 
after till 1637, after which his name drops off. In 
1643, ** Johne, maister of Tester," who b»d been 
admitted a borgess in 1638, is also put on the coonclL 
The two are continued annually for apme years, a^ 
in 1647 their names are thjas entered on the Ust--' 
"John, now eail of Tueddel; John, now locd Tester.*' 
The father had, on lat December preceding, been 
raised to the dignity of an earl while in attendaaof 
on the King, then with the Scottish army at New- 
castle. 

Lord Tester was hereditary sheriff of the county, 
and it was perhaps as much in connection with the 
exercise of his judicial functions as in the capacity 
of a baron and landowner that he was entitled to 
wield such a control over a culprit's movements as is 
indicated by the following entry in the court book: — 
y648—Mayti^ln presence of WiUiam Lowes,hailUe 
in Peblis, compeirit personallie William Weir, servitor 
to Kobert Marray in Brig of Lyne, and eoactit him- 
self that he shall remaine* within and upon the 
lands pertaining to my lord Tester, and shall be 
readie to imbrace any service the said noble lord shall 
imploy him, or any other censors his lordsbip shall 
injoyne him, and gif it shall happin the said William 
Weir to flit or remove outwith the bounds of the said 
noble lord's lands, in that caice the said William 
enactes himself (except it be by my lord's permis- 
sioun) to suffer deathe in respect of the fait oom- 

mittit be him againes Haliday, the said noble 

lord's gardiner." 

Patrick Vaitch, who had filled the office of town 
clerk for a period of about thirty years, also held the ap- 
pointment of clerk to the sheriff,t and his zeal for Lord 
Tester's interests on an occasion when these were some- 
what opposed to those of the town brought him into 
collision with the coancil, and caused the seyeranoe 

* The words '* in service with his said present master," 
which had been eriginaily written here, are deleted. 

t On 12th April 1704, the conncil, for avoiding the "grate 
ioconyeniences" caused by the oombinatioQ of the town and 
sheriff clerkships, resolved that ui totive luoh 4atthie ap- 
pobitments should he incompetent 
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of hii oonoeotlon with them. **1646'-May if— It 
if f and be the coanaell that the dispoeitioans of «11 
borrow landii eoald be written be the olerk, and ^t 
any pereone sail faiil to go to the olerk to any uther 
notar that then it salbe leisam to the clerk to exaot 
ane lawfnll price for the oompocitioan at the geving 
of the seising, and that in tyme earning the price be 
awchtene schillings. 1647 — Oct, t5 — iGient the com- 
plaint aganee the olerk for not giving advertisment 
to the magistrates of the seising givin to my lord 
Tester of the Yainlaw, ordanes the clerk to ansaer 
thairto the nizt day. 1649—May ii— The former 
act, writtene be nmquhile Patrick Thomsone, 
proveist, concerning oar clerk his gi?ing of seasing to 
my lord Tester of Yainlaw upon Sant Peter's day, 
1648,* be the nixt coansell day considered. Dec, S — 
The coanaell of Pebles, oonyenit, una voce suspendis 
Patrik Yaitche, thair clerk, fra his charge, and con- 
tinewis his censare till farder adyysment, and that 
for the ressonis writtin in the actis above writtin, and 
ordanes the said Patrik to produce the haill registeris 
and writtis of the towne betaix and this day awcht 
dayes. The said day Thomas Crawford is creat town 
clerk daring the connsellis pleasoar, and gave bia 
aith de fideli cuiminttratione^ and ressavit the 
coansell builris in custodie till that tyme. Oomperit 
the said Patrik Yaitche and denyit that he had done 
any wrang anent the geving of my lord Tester seis- 
ing and not acqaanting the town therof, qohilk gif 
he had done he wald have not bene honest to my 
lord Tester, qaha employes him. Dec. f^— Patrik 
Yaitche, lait olerk, takis on hand to produce the 
townis haill registeris and writtis upon 9th January 
nixt, under the pane of warding. 1660 — Jan. 14— 
Patrik Yaitche, lait clerk, produced befoir the coan- 
sell the townis seising buikis of umquhile John 
Tuedie and himself in ane bulk, of umquhile Sir 
William Newbie, Sir John Allane, and a pairt of 
John Dickesone, all thrie in ane bulk, togidder with 
the counsell buikis in his tyme. And to remember 
he hes yet some actia and instrumentis about Yenlaw, 
Hommildoun, and Kaidmure, to register, and thair- 
after to deliver the samyn, togidder with all instru- 
mentis and uther buikis undely verit. Item, the said 
clerk deliverit the haill thesaurer comptis, equies, 
and charges, qubilkis were delyverit to James 
Williamsone, present thesaurer, to be layed up in the 

• The festival of 8t Peter was celebrated on 29th Jane. 
The date here given appears to be written 1048 in place of 
1647. 
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townii oommoan kist. The oonnMll dftlj?erlt th« 
aold reRisten of Newbie, Allane, and Diokiaone, in 
ane buik, and John Tnedie's seising baik, oonteining 
a pairt of Patrik Yaitche seising in ane uther bond 
baik, togidder with the haiU ooansell bniks, band 
togidder in Patrik Yaitohes tyme, to Tkomaa 
Orawfard, notar, tbair present clerk, to be furth- 
earning to the ooansell upon demand. (Signed) Tho. 
Obawfuibd. Feb. ii— The ooansell assignee to 
Patrik Yaitche, lait clerk, the tent of Appryll to 
have all bookis, aotis, instromentis, and writtia 
reddie to prodnce; the said Patrick Yaitche being 
personallie present promeissit to do the samyn. 
April f^->Patrik Yaitche, lait clerk, prodacit ane 
baik of seisings in his awio writt sen the 1632 till the 
1647 yeiris, togidder with eertaine actis and statatia 
oonoeming the town. It is regraittit that amqabile 
David Crichtownes, and John Hayes, and Adanae 
Dickisones, sometioie clerkis of this braght, their 
registeris, are wanting, and sonld be in the handia 
of James Williamsoon, and thairfore he to 
be cited for that effect. James Williamsone, 
present, oonfessit he hes some of them. 1660— 
Jidy J7 — Thomas Crawford, present clerk, dely verit 
the registeris oommittit to him, viz., Newbies, 
Allanes, and Dikisones prothogallis in ane baik, 
and amqabile John Taedies and Patrik Yaitohes 
in ane uther baik, togidder with some instra- 
mentis and notes, and all the ooansell boikis ex- 
cept this last yeiris resaved ap, with the ooart baik 
in his tyme; qahilkis wer laved in the common kist. 
As also Patrik Yaitche his Ust baik of seasings wes 
laved in. JtUy i6^— Prodacit be Alexander Liaader 
all discharges and papers qahilks wer in his hands 
the t^mes he wes thesaarer and delivered to James 
Williamsone, present thesaarer, t<^dder with ane 
ooansell baik in his hands to be instantlie delyverit 
be him to be layed ap in the common kist; and also 
ane instrnment anent the merches of the passage to 
Hamiltoan, ander William Yaitche, notar, hand.** 
Entries in the ooancil register abruptly stoi> in the 
beginning of November 1650, about which time the 
town waa entered by Cromwell's troops. When 
they are resumed in May following the appointment 
of another clerk is chronicled: — ** 1651^May t& — 
James Williamsone, proveist, [the bailies and coun- 
cillors], conveanit in the said proveist his ball and 
dwelling-hous at Peblis, bea oreat and receavit 
Thomas Smyth, notar, derk of the said bnrgh of 
PeUei, doreing the proveift, bftiUiea, and ooansell 
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fbeir pletaare; the nid Thoiiito b^g preieiit iM 
ncoeptand lies g^Tin bit oath defiddi acmmttemCioil^. 
June 6— Ordeanes Patrik Yaitobe, tbereff olerk, 16 
be wairnit to tbe nixt ooirat^ll day anent tbe 
filliiiE np of tbo townes register of teiings oonfonm 
to ane formar act. June f)0— The bailHea reportet 
tbey baye deliverit to Patrik Vaitcbe the toanea 
gesing book to be filled op be him;" and there 
are also sabeeqaent notices regarding tbe completion 
of bis work and settlement of his does. '* November 
f^— Ordeanes Patrik Yaitoh, clerk, and Jamea 
Brisbane, wyne selleris, to be warned to the oonn- 
sell and answer for thair contravening of the act of 
coansell anent the price of wvne." This refers to 
the business carried on by the clerk as a vintnAr^ but 
the heinousness of the offence of giving '* sesine to 
my Lord Tester of the Yenlaw without aoqottinting 
the toune," could not be forgiven, and so far after 
the event as 26th July 1652 the ** haill coansell, lor 
his farther censure, discharges him of his fredome, 
and declares he bes no power to exerce ane firedome 
as a burges of this burgh.*' 

In modern times the jurisdiction of tbe dean-of- 
guild in burghs has been chiefly connected with the 
construction of buildings, their stability, their erec- 
tion within the owners' boundaries, and their con- 
formity to law iu other respects; but originally the 
functions he discharged in commercial affairs were 
those to which Scottish legislators attached most im- 
portance. An act of parliament, passed in 1593, 
approved of the power and jurisdiction of the dean 
and bis council within burghs as then used in Edin- 
burgh, '* qubilk is to the great furtherance of justice 
to our Soverane Lord's lieges in all actions and 
maters concerning merchands, betuixt merohand and 
merchand, and betuixt merchand and mariner.'* The 
convention of burghs also, both before and after 
1593, frequently nrged deans of guild, in burghs 
where such had been appointed, to see to the en- 
f6rcement of the laws relating to merchandice and 
punishment of unfree traders; and in 1600 they 
ordained that " na brugh elect or oheis ooy persoun 
to be thair deyne-of-gild without he be ane merohand 
trafBcquand and habill to discuss upon merohand 
billis and merchand caussis." In some burghs where 
a dean had not already been appointed the conven- 
tion enjoined that this should be done, and the pro- 
tection of merchant burgesses be thereby better 
secured. Though by the charter of 1621 the bmish 
Df PeeUM Wm ttathoriied to poneii ''go&deoiirtib 
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eoanoQ, m^mben, and jvisdiofeion thereto belong- 
ing,** there does not seem to ba?e been a dean 
aqd hie coanoil eleoted prior to 1647. On Sth 
Ootober 1640, amongst ^'partioolars thooht apone 
and to be oonoludit the nixt counseU day" there 
appears— " 6, The creatting of ane dean-of-gild;*' bat 
nothing farther ii noticed on the snbjeot till at the 
annual election on 4th Ootober 1647, when the town 
coonoil from a leet of three names (all members of 
that body), eleoted John Taedy, younger, to be 
'* dean-of -guild.*' Tuedy received eight votes, 
another candidate four, and the third none. The 
election of a dean seems to have taken place an- 
nually thereafter, and there are notices in the 
records indicating some of the duties to be per- 
formed by him and his council: — ^^ 16j^— October 
11 — Ordanes John Tuedie, dean-of-gild, of his 
awin consent, to produce the dean-of-gildis lawia 
and practique of the burgh of Edinburgh the 
nixt oounseU day. December SO — ^The dean-of-gildis 
counsell ar chosin be the counsell: — John Andre, 
John Plenderlaith, William Jonkesone, youngar; 
Alexander Lauder, John Stoddert, and Thomas 
Wallace. Oontinewis thair aithis and admissioun 
till the nixt counsell day; and in the meace tyme 
ordanes the dean-of-gild to tak diligent tryell of all 
measouriB, viz., merohantis measouris, as elwand, 
trone, and trooe wechtis, also the peckis, fir- 
lottis, wobsteris wechtis, pyntis, chopenis, mntch- 
kynis, and all uthers measouris, and to report 
the nixt counsell day. YtUe Day, £6 December 1B48 
— The counsell ordanes John Tuedie, dean-of- 
gild, to produce his ordonris anent the dean-of- 
gildschip, to be considderit be the coansell 
or ane committie therof, and in the meane 
meane tyme to use bis diligence aganes the delin- 
quentis, and to cans summond all these that hes 
raillit npone him and his associattis in executionn of 
thair office, and that betuixt and Friday nixt. 16j^ 
— February £^Aneat the dean-of-gild of the said 
burgh and thear tides gevin in be John Tuedie, dean- 
of-gild, the oounseU hes desyrit Williame Lewis to 
tak ane vew thairof and report to thame his advyse 
thairanent, and in the meane tyme to procure of the 
proveist and bailyeis of Lythgow, or their clerk, the 
extract of the aotis and ordouris maid be thame and 
thair coansell theiranent, qubilkis ordouris and in- 
dentures ar presentlie deliverit to the said William 
Lewis. And ordanes the said John Tuedie, with ane 
letter fromo Um magistrattis of thii burgh, to ryde to 
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lijrthgow for panheniog the eztraot of thair deane- 
of-gildU indentares, apone the obarges and nnlawis 
alreddie resaavit or to be reasayit be tbe said John or 
ony atheria. Ma/y 11 — ^Tbe deane-of-gild to prod ace 
his oomptia of hii haill intromisaioan aen his entrie. 
Aug, ft — Ordanea the deane-of-gild to tak ordonr witii 
tbe weohtia and apeeiallie tbe troia wechtia, and that 
the merchantia aall haif trone pund and trone half-pnnd 
and trone qaarter-pnnd, and that nane aell ony wairia 
bot be tbe trone wecht except ane nnce wecht; and 
the deane-of-gild to report the nixt counaell day. 
1060 — Feb, )?f— Ordanea a counaell to be choysin to 
the deane-of-gild on Monday nixt, and tbe dean-of- 
gild to give in a liat against that day. i^e&. t6 — ^The 
connsell electia as coansellonria to the deane-of-gyld : 
— John Andro [and six others] qaha are to be swome 
be tbe magiatrattis de fiddi adnUnittratione. April 
!£ — The deane-of-gnyld to visite the weights and to 
caws belpe the stones gif they be deficient. Aug. 16 
—James Bichie, merchand, admittit barges be the 
oounsell upon aith, and ordained to pay to the 
tbeaaurer for his compositionn twenty merkis, 
nawyis prejudging the gUdrie and thair libertie and 
lawes." Sep. ^7— John Plenderlaith elected dean-of- 
gaild. " The deane-of-gild to have ane burgea com- 
poaitioun, and all the f ynes to be upliftit be him, and 
be to be ooraptable for tbe samyn to the connsell. 
1651 — Oct. 6 — The counaell baveing this day choisin 
John Andro, baillie, [and six others] counselleres of 
the deane-of-gild court, have remittit their oatbea to 
be taken be tbe deane-of-gild tbe first court day. It 
ia enactit that the merchantes, baksteris, and 
flesbeorea be warnit to oompeir befor the magistrattes 
and deane-of-gild to-morrow, betuixt sevine and 
eight houris in the morning, in the tolbooth, be 
whom the merchantes ar to be exhortit tokeepe 
conscience in selling of merchandice and to tak 
reasonable profeit; the flesheores not to blow flesh, 
and the baksteiesto bake twelve pennie bread at ane 
ordinar rate and weight, according to the pryce of 
the quheit bocht be them proportionallie, and the 
venterea of wyne and strong waterea to be also warnit 
and exhortit to tak reasonable profeit upon tbe 
wyues ventit be tbem, and after exhortation to be 
gevin as said is, if any of the forsaids merobandes, 
yenteres, baksteres, and flesheores, .failyea tberin, to 
be punisbt conforme to the actis of parliament and 
formar acts of connsell, and als to underly tbe censure 
of the present magistrattis and counsel]. Oct. t7^^ 
Kecomendfl tiie oenaoreing and puniahing of the 
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merofaantei and fleiheonf aa«&t the proldt to b« 
taken b« them of their merehandioe and fleshes to the 
deane-of-gild and his ooanselL ISSt-^an, It^ 
Ordanes Alexander Lander, deane-of-gild, to keepe 
his deane-of-gild oonrt to-morrow, for oensnreing 
James Scott and his mother for the wrong done be 
them, and if the deane gild failyea to be oensnreit 
himself be the oounsell.'* 

The tronbles and commotions existing in the 
conntrj daring the time of civil war did not appar* 
entl]r intermpt the annual celebration of the sports 
to which the inhabitants had long been aooostomed* 
The race oonrse was at one time between '*the 
nether tonn of Horsbraghe and the east port of the 
bnrgh " (Gleaniogs, No. X.), but in the year 1644 
mention is made of " the new coars of Quhythanoli,** 
which, except on occasions when the **aQldway ** was 
preferred, was thereafter yearly rented for the race 
till abont 1766, when, in oonseqaence of enolosares 
and agrioaltural improyements, the ground became 
unsuitable for the purpose {History of FeebUsBhirt, 
p. 264.) On the approach of the festival a proolama- 
tionwas usually issued in these terms: — ** Ordanes 
the haiU counsell and haill remanent honest men of 
the toun to attend the proveist and hailyeis, with 
ane sword at thair belt and ane staff in thair hand, 
the morne ef ter Beltane day, the haill tyme of the 
hors races, ilk persone under the pane of fourtie 
schillingis, and ordanes the officiaris to warne the 
haill toun for that effect." The winner of the race 
got delivery of the bell, to be retained in his custody 
for a year on undertaking to return it previous to 
the next contest, and when this was done the trophy 
had usually increased in weight by the addition of 
another ** pendicle." '' 1641—May ^— Oomperit 
Robert Vaitohe, brother germane to Sir John Vaitohe 
of Dawik, knksht, quha upon this present day haiflng 
be his hors, designed ane roane hors, wane the bell 
of Peblis at the accustomed raice tbairof, weyand 
ane pund, wanting nyne droppe, guid and snffieient 
silver, with thrie bellis and fyve appendides; and 
having resseaved the samyn hes actit him for rede- 
lyverie tbairof betuixt and the fourt day of May 
nixtooum 1642 yeiris, and for that effect William 
Vaitohe, burges of Peblis, is become oautionne under 
the peine of fyve hnndrethe merkis money. 1642 — 
May ^— Oomperit Walter Scott in the Ornik, quha 
on 4tb May haifing be his hors, designat ane brown 
hors, wyn the bell, the samyn with tna uther litili 
siWer bellis and sex other pwidlolei, also of silvei^ 
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v^jttiidMMpiiad wm Um g torn cbo^" MbmM to 
Uii Ob oUi0litiM to 1r0MT«r tlwin at ** nkt BetettM 
rods " in 1643. "IBU-'AprU S—Tke eoaitwtt, h^ 
ooanooA oo n io a t, boo onhait tho oriuMt vaoe itt 
Boltone on tho f oort daj of llaf next to be run 4h«t 
doj npono tho bow oonn of Qahythaooh* tbrjio 
oboot tho OMDyn tho lint moo and twyie at tho after 
iobott thairof; and pablioatioon to be maid beiimf 
at tho moveat orooe of this bargh; and lettoros to be 
iODt to the bargbio of Selkirk, Lanark, Lander, and 
Biigor. 1645^May ^-^Oomporit the rioht hdtaora. 
biuBir Alexander Marray ol Blakbaronie, knioht^ 

8 aha this prooent day haifing ane mirk gray stanit 
on [wyn the bell of Peblia] at the aeouatomit raoo 
of the bnrgh of Poblii, fia Elator Horebmik to the 
Biet Port thairof, tho lamyn bell haiflng appendit 
thairto toa litill silver bolus and nther anoht pea- 
diolee of silver thairto, all weyand ane pond and 
tnelf dropo wet^it of silver, and haifing retsaWt 
the samyn aetit him to haif tho samyn in reddinos 
and preoent tho samyn at the nixt Beltane rase 
heir with his angmentatioan thairto. May 6 — 
William Moffot, merohant, bargees of Edinbargh, 
Bobert Wiliiamsooe, merohant, barges, thair, and 
William Saltoan in Bonyntoan, all preient, and 
aoonsit for ryottes done and committit be thamo 
Uj^no ntheris, troabling of Beltane fayre last, and in- 
jareing of the magistrattee of this bargh npone the 
said Beltane day at night, being the third day of May 
iflstant 1646^May 6— -To John Tod, drammer 
to oaptain John Marray, for talking tho drome at the 
orooe for tho raoe ran abont tho stowps, 24b. To 
Blakbarrony for the saiddill not set down be Tester 
for the raoe run in the more, £10. Item, for ane laid 
aittis gotten f ra the ooitomer and gevin to ane James 
FrtswH, in name of Blakbarrony, wha wan the aittis 
also, £8. 1646'-'Misy ^—Gomperit John Stewart, 
servitor to my lord erle of Traqnair, qaha this 
prssent day, with ane blaok gelding horse, having win 
tho silver bell of PebJes be ranning thrioe aboat the 
otowpos of the Qahythaaohe, hes reseavit the said 
bell, haveing appendit therto toa litle silver belles 
and uther eight pendieles of silver thairto, all weyand 
ane pand and tnelf drope weoht of silver," all of 
which were redelivered into the provost's oastody. 
**1847-'AprU lO-John Stewart, aervitor to my lord 
erle of Traqaair, receavit the silver bell with the toa 
litle bells and 8 pendioles. Caution found for thsir 
xetornondMay next. Ifav ^Oompeirit person- 
aHi« an* BobU-aad patqat lotd, Qooigo^ locd Btaauij^ 



qnha this day, with ane bav loare hon ineipit upon 
too face, haveing win the silver bell by nining thijoe 
about the ttowpes of Qabythaaohe, received the 
same and 2 little bells and eight pendicles, weyand 
ane pond and ten dropes of silver." 1648 — May 4 — 
Lord Ramsav again viotof "with ane gray stoned 
yoang bom," received beM with 3 little bells and 8 
pendicles, **all weyand Ipoand 2ounce8 andll drops,** 
ie49^Jan, ^— Item, to be ad'vygft qnhitber iAiey 
will rennnee the bors race in Qahytrbaticb and to be 
frie of the yeirlie payment thairloir. Feb. 5— The 
proveiet and bailyeis ar ordanit to mak intimatioan 
to the airis and relict of omqahile lipomas Tnedie 
Md vlthers haifand entree anent the oatgeWnfr of the 
bors race apon Quhytbanoh, and to report the nixt 
connsell day. 1660 — April li^-The race to be pro- 
damit upon Tysday nixt to rin the auld way, and my 
lord Tueddall and Tester to be written to for sadia 
and scorsse, and the bell to be gottinfraMr Alexander 
Bnmett. ^pnZ f&— Alexander Williamsone, officer, 
teportis from the erle of Tueddell that he promeisit 
the saidlll and skarse sould be provvded for the race, 
and that be spak these wordis out of his awne mouth. 
June 98- The silver bell win be the laird of Blak- 
barony at Beltane last wes reoeavit back be the said 
laird be James Williamaone, thesaurer, with eight 
pendicles and thrie Uttle bellis thairat. Ordained to 
be layed up in the common kist." 
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Baitli of Duvbab— Ooottpatiov of the Oouhtbt 

BT CB01CWBLL*S TBOOPS — DlIAOHMXNTa IK 

PiiBLSS— Dumb Man of Pebblks— Commons 

— OaIDMUIB — EaSTKB COHHON — WiNKSTON 
CoMMON—TWBBD OBIBN and SKINNBBSHSUaH 

— Gtteb— Yenlaw and Passaoe to it. 

" We are apon an engagement very diffioolt. The 
enemy hath blocked ap oar way at the Pass at 
Oopperspath, through which we cannot get withoat 
almost a miracle. He lieth so apon the hills that we 
know not how to come that way withoat great 
difficulty; and oar lying here daily oonsnmeth oar 
men, who fall sick beyond imagination." Thas de- 
jectedly wrote Cromwell on the day before the battle 
of Dunbar, and truly his chased army, numbering 
only half of that of the parsuing Scots, hemmed in 
and cornered with consummate strategic skill, appeared 
to be in oircumstancei forlorn enough. Bat on the 
morrow all was changed. An unfortunate moyement 
of Lesley's troops towards a new position gave the 
ever-watchful general an opportunity of mfdiing an 
advantageous attack. The Scots at first fought well, 
but were eventually thrown into irretrievable con- 
fusion and rout. About 3000 slain and 10,000 
prisoners was the loss to Scotland as given in figures, 
and woeful stories are told of the safferings and 
privations of those in the latter category. Part of 
the army effectuated a retreat, and rallied at Stirling 
and the north, Charles II. was crowned at Soone on 
1st January, and an army in defence of King and 
Covenant kept in the field, till, on the march sonth- 
ward, the final contest took place at Worcester; but 
there, on the anniversary of Dunbar, Cromwell attain- 
ed his culminating triumph. Meanwhile, the whole 
of the south of Scotland had succumbed to the 
victorious general, and the soldiers of the Common- 
wealth occupied every castle or town where their 
presence was considered necessary for ensuring the 
loyalty or at least acquiescence of the people. The 
town of Peeblea and Netdpatb Caatle, •■ the printed 
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raoordf show, were each from time to ttmo frequented 
by detaohments of English loldiers, and they seem t6 
have began to arrive shortly after the catastrophe of 
Dunbar. Previoas to that event a nigfhtly watch had 
been organised:—** 1650— July 96— Ordanes a watche 
to be keipit ilk nicht, and that tnelf men be sett 
thairon ordourlie and oontinew during thir tronblis; 
and that the portis be closit in the nicht and the toun 
wallis be repairit be all the heritouris effeirand to 
thair pairtis, under the panes contained in the auld 
actis. AiLgust SO — Alexander Duncane confessit 
being on the watche he gaife Arche Tuedie ane cuffe; 
comes in will thafrfore, and declares Arcbe Tuedie 
straik him. To be cited to the court nixt court day. 
The counsell fynes Alexander Duncane for the ryot 
in thrie pondis." After the disaster of 3rd Septem- 
ber, and when the Invaders began to spread over the 
country, considerable alarm appears to have been 
entertained by the inhabitants at their approach: — 
** 1650— October 7— The proveist, baillies, counsell, 
and a great pairt of the bnrgessis of Pebles convenit 
in the tolbuith: Ordanes to keep nichtlie a scout 
watche, sex at the North Port and the remanent at the 
uther portis proportionallie, with armes, to adverteis 
the town of the enemies' approache. Ane of the town 
counsell nichtlie to be on the watche." ' 14th — 
Meeting of council but no business noted. *' 24ih — 
The provest, baillies, counsell and a great number 
of the burgessis and inhabitants of the said brugh con- 
venit: Ordanes a scowt watche to be keipit nightlie, 
and that twa horsemen be sent owt, and that everie 
ane of the tua watches sail have nightlie xx s. Scottis 
money, quhilk is to be brokin throwch the inhabi- 
tantis proportionallie, and that ane of the scowtis 
ryd to David Heislope hows, the uther scowt to ryd 
to Oladhowsmilne dailie, and report newes anent the 
motiown of the enemie, uther wyes no payment for 
them; and gif the scowtis sail neglect that ordour 
that they be punished at the magistrattis discietioun 
with advyce of the counsell. Nomiuattis for the 
scowt to ryd, per vices^ tua of them nichtlie, thes 
persons— William Paterson^ , [and eight others]. The 
magistrattis and utheris to mak a compt of the rest 
of tua schillings sterling that wes coUectit be them 
for putting out the feild levie that the superplus 
thairof may be disposed of be the counsell." 

There is a break in the records between Ist NoveTi- 
ber and 1st May, a clear indication of the town's 
affain hayiog been pat into a state of diforganiaation, 
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OAOied no doubt by the anlTftl of Oromwell*! troops.* 
It U gatberad from a letter of Cromwell, dated 4tli 
Daeember, that Major-Geneni Lambert had been in 
oommand of the detachment, an Impodng cavalcade 
numbering about 9000 hone, whiob had fint taken 
p o M OM ion of the town,t bnt theee forces were speedilj 
withdrawn to encounter the " Bemonetrants " in the 
Weat. 

Of proceedinga relating to the town's properties and 
commons between 1640 and 16C»3 a selection may be 
given :-r- 

Oaidmuir^** 164t^March 7— It is ooncludit that 
ana boos be biggit npone the south syde of Kaidmore 
at the croue boohUs, that the samyn, with ane 
certane number of sowmes gres, may be set to ane 
tennent betuizt and Witsonday nixt. April 4 — 
Ordanes the thesaorer to fnmisch thrie onpillis and 
remanent famitour to the boos of Kaidmore. 164S 
—April S — The coansell appointis Fryday nixtocum 
the ohartoor kist in the stepill to be serohit for in- 
forming the toon anent the landis of Kaidmure. 
May 8— The oounsell ordanes William Lowes and 
Patrik Vaitohe to melt the lordis of aessioun appointit 
for visiting of Kaidmore and examyn witnesais thair- 
upon upone Monday nixtocum, and to convoy thame 
heir upon Tysday nixt thairef ter. 18th — Sir Adam 
Hepbume of Hambie, knioht, ane of the senatouris 
of the College of Justice; James Biohartsooe of 
Smeitonn; Mr Alexander Foullis, sone laofull to 
nmqohile Q^orse Foullis, maister of his Majesties 
cunsehous; William Steinsone, wryter in JBdin- 
burgh, and sergent befoir the lordis of oounsell and 
sessioun; Mr Thomas Nioolsone, advocat befoir 
the lordis of oounsell and sessioun; John Diok- 
sone of Hartrie, ane of the olerkis of the lordis 

* In the accounts there are in September and October 
entries referring to the visits of Engltab soldiers, pMmenta 
to hurt soldiers and for *^ kists" to dead ones; and on let 
Nov. la. is paid for " two candle to look the writtea in the 
ateiple efter the Ingleamen had apoiled the same.*' 

t In a letter of Lambert's, written at Edinburgh on 8th 
January 1661, Jast published in a Report by the Historical 
M8S. Commiaaion (Duke of Portland'a MSB. at Welbeck 
Abb^t voL I., p. 662), there ia a curious r^erenoe to ene 
who appeara to have been connected with Peebles, and 
whose profmoaticationa of future eventa received aome at- 
tention. ** Their young king." writea the major, "is gone 
to Aberdeen, where, 'tis reported, he acta up his atandard. 
They will riae willingly, being very unanimoua, yet the 
dumb man of Peebles makes aipns that they iriU before long 
cut oil the heads of some great onsa." 
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of ooQiuwll and Nnioan: [serriion to Sir Jamof 
IfftekiU of OraDBtoan Riddell, ao6 of the Mnatoria 
of the Oollege of Juitioe; and others], ar admittlt 
bnrgenU and free men of the bmgh of Peblii. 
. . . qoha being all personalia present ana 
aooeptand the samyn, hes gevin thur aith of 
veritie. Slit— Aupointu the proYeist ^nd William 
Lewis to go to Edinbargh upone Monday nixt and 
to await apone the tonnes effairis and aotioun aganes 
John Soott. 164S—Jvly f ^^—In presence of Patrik 
Thomsone and David Plenderlaith, bailyeis of Peblis, 
oomperit Willame Lyll of Bassendsn, sheref depot 
of Peblis, and for ten sowmes gers of soheip perten- 
Ing to him to be pastnrit npone the Isndis of Kaid- 
mnre till Witsonday nixtooam, aotit him self to pay 
to the toan of Peblis and thair thesaarer in thair 
name qnhatsoeyer maill thairfoir as the protest and 
remanent coonsell thairof sail modifie; provyding 
the saidis gnidin salbe onlie hirdit and keipit be the 
common bird of the said bargh; and for warrandice 
of this act hes snbsoryvit the samyn as ane tak 
thairof. (Signed), W. Ltll. Aug. 7^Tbe coonsell 
being sensible of ane act drawn np be the toa bailyeis 
anent the granting Ucence to William Lyle for his 
soheip to be pastnrit npone Kaidmare to be grantit 
witbont advyse of the haill coonsell, and tliairfor 
oontineois the desyre of the sapplioatioun genn in 
aganes the samyn till this day anoht dayis, or the 
nixt coonsell day that the partys be present. Aug, 
tl — The coonsell ratifies the act anent the granting 
licence to William Lyle for pasturing of ten sowmes 
gres npone Kaidmare till Witsonday nixt, notwith- 
standing the supplicatiouQ gevin in befoir the coon- 
sell in the contrair and formar act challenging the 
samyn; and modifies fonre merkis for ilk sowme 
thairof to be payit betoixt and Oandilmes nixt. 
1644— Nov, 4 — Ordanes the faold in Kaidmore to be 
roopit, as also foor aikeris thair to be set oat in few 
to Dorgessis of this borgh. Nov, 2^— Ordanes to 
wame John Toedie and John Plenderlayth to the 
nixt coonsell day to heir and sie thame censorit for 
potting forth of thair dykes opone the lonyng to 
Kaidmore. Dec ^^Ordanit Jonn Toedie to pay to 
the thesaorar 40s., and John Plenderlaith to pay 
foore merkis, for the ootpotting of thair dykis in the 
loning to Kaidmore. f646—July f7 — Ordanes the 
haill ky opon Kaidmore to be pastorit opone the 
Venlaw for aooht dayis heirefter. iSJjf/— April 19— 
The coonsell hes set to Alexander Lander, in Qohawm- 
fata, toa thrie-yeir takkii, and the said Alexander 
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to be frie at the expyring of the first thrie yeiris in 
bis optioon of taentie sowmes gres thairof, with sum 
mair land upone the eiet and west sydes of the samyn 
at the consideratioan of 007 foure of the counsell to 
be nominat for that efifect, he payand yeirlie tbair- 
f oir ane fauodreth pundis. May 10 — Ordanes the taa 
bailyeis to visit and designe the grund of the eist and 
west sydis of the Quhawme to Alexander Lauder. 
June ^(^-^Tbe haili counsell ordanes Elaidmure and 
the tonnes guidis thairapone to be sowmeit and 
rowmeit, and quhat uther guidis nor the tonnes 
guidis sail be fund upone the samyn to be pyndit 
and brocht hame to the Castelhill. And siclyk the 
gudis upone Hammildoun and Venlaw to be pyndit 
vA supra. The magistrattis to deill with Mr Hew 
Ker for the double of the instrument betuixt my 
lord Yester and the toon of Peblis anent the merche 
betuixt Kaidmure and fidderstoun, according to the 
said Mr Hew his promeis maid to the magistrattis of 
befoir. The magistrattis to speik my lord Yester 
and appoint ane meiting upone the said merche 
betuixt Edderstoun and Kaidmure. July 26— The 
tua bailyeis reportit f rome my lord Yester that his 
lordship at this present declarit he cuid not at that 
tyme be present anent the merches betuixt him and 
the toun, bot als sone as be returnit he suld be con- 
tent to meit thairupone. William Low is declarit he 
had ressavit the copie of ane doable of ane instru- 
ment betuixt my lord Yester for the tyme and the 
toun anent the merches, Mr John Manderstoun, 
notar thairto, with the copie of ane utber instrument 

be Scott, notar thairto. The bailyeis and utheris, 

anent the sowming and rowming of E^idmure, 
declairis thair was of milk guidis of the tonnes and 
tbair hirdis ellevin scoir. Item, pertening to 
Alexander Lauder four scoir aucht. Item, of yeild 
guidis pasturand upone the Wester hill nyntcne scoir 
by and attour lambis. Sep. 18— The coansell being 
informit that thair is sindrie burgessis hes tane in 
frome gentilmen and utheris outwith the toun 
sindrie numberis of scheip and pasturit upone Kaid- 
mure without warrand of the magistrattis and coun- 
sell, tbairfoir they half ordanit all these that hes 
tane the samyn sail pay to the tbesaurar for ilk 
sowme thairof or les proportionallie foure merkis. 
Ifov. 6— Ordeanes the magistratis and counsell, with 
qnhom they shall appoynt, to go to the hillis of Cad- 
muir and visit quhair ane teillage may be fund, and 
divide the samyn amount the burgessis betuixt and 
this day aacht dayes. i660—AprU 5— Ordanes the 
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thesanrer to provyde timber for bnildhigof »ne howi 
in the oroue bnghtis, and to visite the B&aiyn, and 
this to be done with all posribill diligenoe. 1661 — 
Aug, i9 — Baillie Thomsone deelaires that John 
Lowes, lait proveist, [and others], caaseit number the 
goodes pasturand upon the tonnes propper lands of 
Gaidmure, tnende dayes since or therby, and found 
them pastareing tberon nyne scoire fyfteine milk 
yewes, tuentie-ane scoire yeild scheipe, and upon the 
Dod sex scoire lambes. I66i — Ma/rch 16 — Ordeanes 
the baill inhabitantes to be warneit to Moonday nixt 
anent the setting of Oaidmure. ApHl 6 — ^The ooun- 
sall hes concludit that one hous be biggit upon Oaid- 
mure at the crone boughtes foranent Cruikstouni 
and tuentie or threttie grassowmes, with tillage con- 
forme, be sett betuixt and Witsonday nixt, and to 
spear oat ane man for takeing therof/' 

Hosier Common, — " 164^ — Aug. 1 — Ordanes all 
these that hes ony nolt upone the Eister Commones 
to send day about out of ilk quarter tna men to keip 
the samyn in better gres nor they ar hirdit be the 
present hird during the tyme of thair abyde, at leist 
till the bird mak ane mendis* 1643 — June SO — Or- 
danes ane pundler, ane sufficient man, to be sent 
f urtb be thame for keiping of all guidis aff the com- 
mountie of Peblis, exceptand the guidis pertening to 
the toun of Peblis and Sobeilgrene, and remanent 
proper heidrowmes theirof, and thair commoun hird 
to assist the said pundler. 1646 — Aug. ^^The 
haill nolt upone the Eister Oommounes to be sichtit, 
and aU the nolt tane in thairapoun be the bai^essis 
of this burgh pertening to outland men to be pyndit 
till thair be payit to the thesaurar half ane merk for 
ilk peioe thairof; and ordanes the saidis burgessis, 
takeris in of the said nolt, to pay the said half 
merkis to the thesaurer, qahora the coansell authorizes 
to exact the samyn, and to be oomptable thairfoir. 
And for these nolt pertening to the landward folkis 
tane in be the noltbird that the samyn salbe also 
pyndit and keipit till they pay for ilk ane thairof 
half ane merk; and incaice of failye the samyn to be 
tane aff the hirdis fie. And sioklyk the magistrattis 
to put f urtb ane officiar, with tua or thrie men, for 
pasturing the tounes gaidis in the best pairt of the 
saidis oommounes. 1646 — JvUy fit — The haill conn- 
sell approves the sending of men be the bailyeis, 
with my lord Yesteris men, to hound all the guidis, 
except the heidrowmeris, aff the Eister Oommoun,. 
and sleklyk, the proTeist and bailyeis to send men 
to hound the samyn in tyme oomlng; and osdaoee 



tt •Ui4ll0NHlfBOIIAanmMtBIOOBO0. 

thair nulilMrd to puknra til* loane gaidii thiiropoiie 
in tfm» oarning. 1647^ Julp t6 — OrdMiei toa fA the 
toun thair day about to ▼uit the Eister hiUii, and 
ovdane the birdie to keip thame on eiok partis tliairof 
■e the eaidii viaitoarie aall apoint. And the saidis 
pereenee to intamat to the birdie that gif he ather 
faold the nolt or keip thame upon ony bair ground, 
or epair onj ground tor gnid deid, they eall haif na 
payment of ony dewtie. Aug* 7 — The oouniell, 
nnderetanding that JEUohert Porteoua, thair oommoun 
bird upone the Eietir Oommonnee, doeth spair 
the ground of the eaidia oommounea for buddu 
and brybet gevin to him be the nichtbourie upone 
the httdrowmea thairof, thairfoir they haif or- 
danit that the pryce tane be the aaid fiiohert for 
keiping of the heidrowmeria nolt, salbe payit bak 
agane to the toun, or ntheriryia to bald as mekle in 
thair handis of the said Biobert his fies, and the in- 
habitantie of thii bui^h to be disohargit to pay to 
him ony of bis flee, hot to pay the eaoiyn to the pub- 
liot use of this burgh. l&i&--Juiyt 4 — lioenoe ge?in 
to William Gtovane of Oardrono to pasture ten nolt 
upone the Eiater Hillis, payand for ilk peioe to the 
thesaurar 13e. 4d. and to the bird half ane merk. 
ISBl—July 18 — Appoyntes tuo baillies [and three 
others] to goe to the Sister Gommones to-morroir 
morning and take up a roll of all the persones, both 
within and without burgh, that hes any nolt pasture- 
and thairnpon, and to report the nixt oounsell day. 
ttnd — ^It IS resolved tbat foure able men, burgesses 
and inhabitants of this burgh, in each of the four 
quarteres therof, goe daylie to the Baster Oommonnes 
and aie and belpe the oommoun bird to keipe the 
tounee yeild nolt to the heidrowmes and merobes of 
the saids oommounes, beginnand to the merobes ewest 
the Bsoheilles for the first eight days, and the nixt 
eight dayes to the merobes nixt Soheelgreen, and so 
oours about, ilk pereone, under the pane of ten punds 
unforgiven; and for the first day that ane of the 
baillies goe with them, and thenofurth two of the 
oounsell daylie." 

Winktton Oammon.—** J65i~AprUi—ThB magis- 
trattes, with two or three of the oounsell, to nplak 
OringUtie and Adam Lytill of Wiakstoun, who have 
equsll right with the toun of Wiokstoun Oommoun, 
and they togither to speak the Laird of Blaokbaronie 
to oaua his tennentee keepe thair goodes off the said 
Oommone becaus he has no right thairto.*' 

TweedChremand8kinner»haigk,-—**J64S^Au0UitJ 
— ItisenaotitthataUtbaee that sail pasture their 



oittufnrcMfBcnf nnB!n»Hiiicx>iD8. 323 

Mheip npone Ta«id Orane, Skjrnnerheaoli, and thalr 
About, and npone Eaidmnre by tbe oommonn bird, 
•all pay for ilk lowme tbairof lyve merkia. IBSi — 
Apnl 5 — Bidden be Jatrea Williamtone for ane 
thrie-year taek of tbe OommoDe Green, from tbe 
flteipatane to the sand bed, tuentie ponds yearlie. 
166$-— March 7— Ordeanes the toanea oommonn 
flrroand, callit of old tbe MiUdam, now the peen, 
from the kill doane to tbe sand bed to be rowpit and 
aett to ane bnrgea. AprU i)9— Aaaignea and settee to 
John Oleg ane thrie-year taek of tbe Qnytfootea 
from the eiat end of the Skinnerhenoh to tiie aand 
bed for £5 yearlie, and the magiatratea to designe 
the boanda." 

VetUaw, — " 1647 — May i4 — Ordanea the tna 
bailyeia to apeik Sir Jamea Hay anent the Venlaw, 
and in the meanetyme to oana honnd utberia goidia 
aft the aamyn. IBBO—Nov, 10 — The oannaell or- 
deanea the common paaaage np Oandellia balk* to 
Vainlaw to be oonaiddered. Witneaaea to be led for 
proving of breid of the aaid balk, to tbe end that 
the aaid paaaage may be keiped intyre aa formerlie 
for the use of the inbabitant-a, and to that effect 
ordeanes the heritouria nixt thairto to be peraonallie 
preaent, and that thairafter tbe taill lyand thair 
may be jnatlie meaaured to the heritouria." 

* '* Balk," a atrip of ground left uncultivated. Tbe owner 
of the sTOund alonir which this passasre to Venlaw led was 
probably the William Caudell who waa admitted a buigeas 
on 10th liay 1662. 




Fbotost Willumsow — Town's Skal — Mokm- 
fioation bt thk pbovost — aobefield ob 

BOBKPFA— THS PEOTOST'S PLKNIBHUra AND 
PROPSBTT — BtTBOH OUSTOMS — MiLlS ASD 
MiLLEBS— SOHOOLHASTSBB. 

Th> reappointment in 1650 of JMnes Willifttnaon to 
the provoitthip proved to be the last he wm to re- 
ceive, M he died on 14th August in the following 
year. Daring a period embracing more than a 
quarter of a century he had frequently ooonpied the 
first place in the coancil, and had also many times 
acted as the town's representative in parliaments, 
conventions, and general assemblies, and doubtless 
exercised considerable influence in burgh affairs. 
A day or two after his death the bui^h seal, which 
had been in his custody, was delivered up:— **'1651 — 
Aug. i^— Produoeit be John Williamsone, ane of the 
tutores nominat to James Williamsone, sone and 
aire of umquhile James Williamsone, proveiat, the 
tounes seill or stampt, laitlie in the said proveist's 
custodie and now deliverit to John Lowes, lait pro- 
veist." John Lowes had been provost in the pre- 
ceding year, and was reappointed at the election in 
1651, but did not serve out the full term, as William 
Lowes is found occupying the office in May 1652, and 
receiving a renewed appointment at the annual 
election in October. On 20th October 1651 there 
was "Producit be John Williamsone, ane of the 
tutores nominat he umquhile James Williamsone, 
lait proveist of Peblis, to James Williamfone, his 
sone, ane band grantit be Malcolme Inglis, in Menner- 
head, and his cawtioner, to the proveist, baillies of 
Peblis, and their succes^ores, conteaning the sowme 
of two hundrefch roerkes whilk was mortified to the 
said burgh be the said umquhile James Williamsone, 
who desyreit that the benefeit and yearlie annual 
rent of the said sowme may be imployit according to 
the will of the mortification." By the deed of 
mortification, which is dated 21st June 1651, the 
provost, ** oat of godlie zeall, pietie, and conscience, 
ftnd out of loying afectione and respective care I 



hmn nd aavle to th» bofgh d PeUhk" bflrtmrai 
£aiO(QiMia tbe DMoirtnitoa and oMMil. and diieoM 
tiMuk the ananal lAtevart of H ■hoold b» ai^pliad 
towavds '^uphokKoff, Hiendnig, Iwating, aad wp9U* 
inc of tha atoaa aiiA tymbev bridgwi bdaBgiiiff tha 
Mid tmigSi,*' aoA if thaaa Bhoald ba any overpkia Ik 
waa " ta be employit npoA any other- aorainoan work 
oi the teugfa.*' 

FVoToet Wfllianaon had acquired from Patdak 
Bnllo aa *«aiker of lead in Aikarflald " (now oeatp 
priiMd in the modem Roaetta), d whiahtbftt«w« 
ooimoil wen anperion. There ware rival elalmi 
npea the property between Jamea Williiimaon, the 
only anrviviBg acm and heir of the provett, and hla 
" oyea'' (cpraodaoiui) Qeovge Thomaont and Alexander 
Hombnnk^ hnt **by reaaone of the tyiaMa"— an 
alloaiony doabtfew, to tiie diaorgamiatioB. of j«diaial 
prooadare at the time— they aonld not ^ get the 
sight of piopertie olaared." The CQuaeil (12th 
April 1652) airaaged that Alexander WiUknuKMi and 
John Williamaon, tiie tntora of< the aon, wfa» waa in 
popularity^ afaould. enter into poaseMion of the land, 
they payhift £14 ci oompontion and £24 of bygone 
fen-duties; and if the " oyes " shoold by Utilii Novem- 
ber 1668 eataUiih their right to the lland they were 
te get a oharter on npaying the heir his expenditaDe. 
John WiUiaraaon» the ehfeet eon of tbe provost, bad 
predeoeaaed him, lawring a widow, Marion Qorabrngh, 
who also put in a olalea for jUkerileld. Thia waa 
nnsaeoesaful, bnt bar right waa established to some 
property in the tewn» which had belonged to the 
provost, including the foreland of a tenement on the 
north side of the Sgh Street and tbe liferent of a 
baok land and f orebooth there^ and- also of a bacne^ 
ateipstane, and yardes thereof, lyand on the eiat syde 
of the Kings hea strait ontwitfa the North Fort.*' 
The latter propertiea had been conveyed to the 
eldest son (** reaervand to the said nmqabfle Jamea 
WiUiamsone and nasqnhile Oriatiana Hay, his spoaa, 
their lylrenta therof,") and he had granted to his 
wife a taoh of them during hw lifetime. 

On 27th December 1661, Stephen Greive and other 
thaee borBMsea, '* compriaed " or valaed the *' nten- 
aellia, domioellea, insieht, and plenisohing, whilkea 
perteanlt to omqnbile Jamea WilUamsone, lait pro- 
veist» and oonteanit in the inventav anbserivit ha 
himself on SOth July last." The list is an instractive 
one as showing the charaoter of the household ffooda 
wmtmed bj fjalaAaaBtial bncgaMi in. tbe mldlla of 
the 17tb oentury. It is ai Miomi^'* Aka Iopc 
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fine tftble, with uie haXd farms and broUne hume, 
£6; uie aahe taUe, with two fonnes, 50b.; 3 fine 
beddii, 2 at 50e. the pieoe, the other fixt and stand- 
ing atill; aae old oake ark, broken, nothine worth bat 
for the fyre, except the two yron bandia theron, 128.; 
ane old great ashe chiit, 24i.; ane firr chist, £4; ane 
eandle chist without lookes or bandes, 8a.; ane 
Flanders fir chist, £6; ane Scottes fir kist, 40s.; ane 
ather old fir kist, £3; ane foore gallon barreU, 128.; 
tao Utle barreUes, lOs.; tao aiU boittes xvj s. the 
pelce; tao aill standee, 26s.; ane wort gayle fatt, 20b.; 
tao flesh standee, 328.; ane meall gayle fatt, 20b.; 
ane masking fatt, £3; ane great knocking trooch, 
30s.; ane timber bed, 6s.; ane wainescott table with 
two farmes, £7; ane bed with ane bound wainsoott 
heid, £4; two old meat almeries, £10; ane yeshell 
almerie, 16b.; ane firre chist, 18s. 4d.; tao tymber 
ohyres, 17b. 4d.; ane meikle bras pott, weyand li 
stone, at 6s. the pound; tuo litle bras pottis weyand 
both ane stone weicht, at 58. the pond; ane old yron 
pott, 24b.; aoe meikle pan, 128.; tuo litle panes, both 
12b.; iron graith, as speittis, raxes, oruikis, clipes, 
tangs, ghtippes, flesh crook, and the yron graith of 
the pleuch, weyand in all 4} stones, at 50s. the stone; 
pewder graith, as stoppes, plaittes, trincheores, 
saucer, tanker, and salt tattes, etc., weyand 2 st. 15 
lbs., at 98. the lb.; 3 bras ohanleres, £3 lOs.; ane old 
caldron weyand nyne quarter wecht, at 98. the lb.; 

2 fir kists, 23b. 4d.; ane cheise daill, 13s. 4d.; 12 
dailies at ISs. 4d. the peioe; 3 timber beds, £8; ane 
table with 2 farmes, £4; ane old pros, 366. ; ane litle 
yron chimney braice, 208.; ane pleuch and the tuo 
hors tries, 40b. ; 2 slaides, 368.; 2 harrowes, 26b.; ane 
pair muck oreilles, 28.; ane old ryding saidle, SOs.; 
ane load saidle, Ss.; ane foot speid, 48.; ane brokin 
peit spaid, 28. ; ane malt schole, 28; ane old window 
oloitb, lOs. ; ane tymber laidill, 28. 6d. ; 3 washing 
tubbes, 20b.; ane ridle, 28.; ane meill eeave, lOs.; ane 
woole wheill, 208.; ane lynt wheill, 408.; ane milk 
seive, 12d.; ellevine great and small cuttit ashe trees, 
whereof tuo £8, the rest reserTed for the use of the 
pupilles houss in the Northgaitt;* ane half sawln 
tree. £3; thrie stand greene courteines, 5 merkis; 6 
f odder beddis, £25, 138. 4d.; six fodder bolsteris, £14; 
sevene f odder oodis, £3, lOs.; fyve chafe beddis, £1; 

3 chafe bolsteris, 188.; 4 sewed ooyerings, £14; 2 new 

* This may have been the town house of the Williamsons 
of Oajrdrona, the " Cleikum Inn" of St Eonan't WelU and 
now the Gross Keys Hotel. See Chamlbcrf$ JEfUkfnf c/ 
PiMsMMrs, p|K 819« 8084. 
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doable woven lyned coTerlnges, £14; 8 single woven 
coveringes, £17, lis. 8d.; thrie patrii new blanketts, 
£12; 8 paires old wome blankets, £4; six new 
ooshines, £4; fonre old onshines, 68.; 12 paires linen 
soheittis, £15, lOs.; 11 paires hardine scheittes, £12, 
12b.; 7 codwaires, £3; 3 dornik boord oloithes, £2, 
178. 4d.; 5 linen boord oloithes, £3, 88. 8d.; 34 
linnen and dornik servittes at 4b. the peioe oarheid; 
ane linnen drinkoloitb, 6s." Summation noted on 
margin, £339, 28. 8d. 

Cuttoms, — The onstoms of the borgh were nsoally 
oollected by a taoksman, who had to compete for the 
let at a public roup. About £120 had been the 
average yearly tack-duty for the preceding thirty 
years, but in March 1650, partly perhaps owing to a 
new table of dues being then adopted, as much as 
£160 was realised. In the following year, as a con- 
sequence no doubt of the military disturbances, the 
rent fell to £67, but with restored tranquillity the 
successful offerer in 1652 had to pay £215, and in 
1653, £214. On 16th July 1649, the council resolved 
that "the raittisof the customes of this borgh be 
conforme to the customes of Edinburgh, and the 
copie of the saidis raittis to be inquyrit for at Edin- 
burgh;" and afterwards there occurs the following 
*' roll of the pnrces of custome to be upUfted be the 
customer, sett down be the counsell: — ^25th February 
1650. — The hers load to pay 12d.; the burdene of 
merohandice, 6d.; everie load of fische, 12d.; everie 
burdene going out, 6d.; everie load transportit, 12d.; 
everie drift hors, 8d.; everie staig, 4d.; ilk oxe or 
kow. 8d.; ilk slawchter scheepe sold, 2d.; Uk slawch- 
ter lamb sold. Id.; strangeris and unfremen to pay 
for the scheepe, 4d. ; they to pay for the lamb, 2d. ; 
everie score of geis, 12d.; everie swyne, 6d.; ilk load 
of meill (by vhe laiddill), 12d. The customer to keip 
the firlettis, peckis, half-peokis, oopps, and to fur- 
nish the mercat thairwith to the meillmen and to 
exact for everie seek metting, 12d. The customer to 
exact at all faires during the tyme thairof doubill 
custome. Everie stane of yame weghtit be the 
custome stane be friemen, 8d.; unfriemen, 16d.; for 
everie stane butter or obeis weighted be friemen, 2d.; 
unfriemen, 8d. 1650^Marck iS9— Ordanes that vXL 
wyne to be- brocbt in and sold within the brngh sail 
pay custome, and that everie twnne sail pay at the 
port, befoir it be allowit to come in, tuentie pondis, 
and that the town tbesaurer uplift the samyn. 

MiUs, MillerSf Thirlage, MuUurea, and Sequels, 
—** 1641— Dec. 2^ — Item, that all quha byis 



Ahib in Uiidinvl md mUi tM nnlU tiuiiraf 
tbii neroftt tall pa^ tht noltare Uuiifdl qi 
they gnnd the aMnya at the tonnei mjhiee or nMb 
iSl^^lN^ Ii--€taimpeirit JemM Haldea and of hJui 
awin oonatnt prooMiat UprodMe hia rittht to the 
knaifaehip betoixt and wititeday nixt. Juite 90 
-■Jamea Halden^ praiant, to prodaca hia rioht of the 
knaiffnhip betoixt and 16th Angnst, with oertiAea- 
thmn gif ne prodooe not the aaaqrn to be deeernii 
noil, and he to oam in the connaeUia irill for aee 
new richt thaitoC Avgutt l^--€odipeirit Jamee 
Qalden and deoUixit he bad lerohit and aoebt for hia 
lieht of the knaifMhip of the mylnes of thia borgh 
and cold not ftnd the aamyn, and thairfoir aubmittit 
himaelf Icielia in the oonnaeUia wiU. ISU-^AprU I 
Williaoie Wylioi preient, awome anent the eornea 
ahatraotit be him fia the oommoon mylnee of thia 
bnrgh, deolairit he abitraetit onlie aeoht boUia aittia, 
qnmUoB he ooft fra Jonet Tliomaobet widow ib 
BwbeUia, at the foure poadia, qoha ia ordanit to pay 
to the theaanrar toenty^fy ve aehiUihgah Mm^ 1^^ 
Oompeirit Jamea Halden, miller, and bemg ohaUengit 
that he and hia aertantia has nait and tane wmng 
meaionria of hia knaifaehip and bannoek^ qnhilk 
being now pro? in, the ooonaeU findia him and tfaame 
to haif aindxie tymea done wrang thairintiU, and 
continawia the oenanring of him thairfoir till they be 
forder advysit; and ordanes him and hia servantis in 
all tyme earning to tak the foirMud knaifaehip and 
bannook with the haill and half top, and ntherwyiB 
proportionallie of everie oome aocording the awin 
meaaoor, viz., the Mhilling and roach corne with the 
BohiHing oope and the hommill oome with the qaheit 
cope, under the pane of ten pondia for ilk failye ef ter 
tryell thairof, and gif he and they^ be f and in thrie 
faltia tfMo /<Mto him to be depryvit* And lykwyia 
ordanea him and hia aervantia to be eomptabkt for 
the haill malt to be grand at the mylnia in tyme 
earning, and to met the aamyn befor it be ground; 
and thaimpone the aaid Jamei, being sworae, hea 
gevin his aithe. July i^ — Oomplaintii being ge?in 
in hine inde be Jamea BLalden, miller, and Thomaa 
Moyaea, mdker, the ooaniell ordanea Thomaa 
Moyaea, oonforme to hia tak, to belt, repair, and 
uphold the half of the cauld, and he and Jamea 
Halden to keip the Kingia peace, ilk ane of thame, 
under the pane of of f ourtie pundia, and ala to keip 
guid niohtbourheid and not to be hard heirefter. 
Nov, '^—Oompeirit Margaret Alexander, apooa to 
John HenderMme, eoaper, and graatit the taking of 



ffm bonk alfetis and g^indiog tkdiof at Kidrtoun 
Bliylne. OrdaneB his oponB to pay the multiuo 
thairof to the thesauiar of this onrgh. Oomperit 
also John Gibsone, travellour, and grantit the tatdng 
away of fyre firlottis sohiUing at Soottismylnek 
AmMyntis John WilUamsone, thesaurar, to seU the 
miutare malt at £7» 10b. the boll and the eohiUing at 
£9 tire bolL 1645— Aug. 4— The ooansell dischargis 
ail these that makkis malt within this fanigh to 
ontlands men to let the samyn go away till the 
moltnre thairof be payit to the thesaarar; atherwyis 
the saidis maitmakeris to mak eompt and payment 
of the said mnltare to the thesanrar qahome the 
oounsell aathoreises to ezaet the samyn. October 6 
--John WilUamsone, lait thesaorer, prodnoed the 
k^ of the multure bowth upon the oonnseU 
table, and therafter the oounsell ordained Thomas 
Oiawfurd, present thesaurer, to ressave the said key 
and intromett with the multures of the mylnes. 
John WilUamsone declares ther was thrie peckis of 
malt and ane peck of hommeU oorne in the multure 
bowth. 1646 — July £9— The haUl oounseU hes 
ordanit James Halden ather to profyde better 
seryantis and mak better service aganes Mertymes 
mztt or ellis to geve over his service and they wiU 
provyde for thair mylnes; as also to use the richt 
measeuris. Oct. 19 — Ordanes that quhaaoever sail 
abstract comes of any sort frome the oommoun 
mylnes and grand the samyn at uther mylnes saU be 
oomptable for the doable multure thairof; and 
qnhasoever sail buy malt or ony uther comes in 
undwart or ellis quhair saU ather bring the samyn to 
the tounes mylnes to be ground thairat or ellis saU 
pay the double multure thairof, t<^ether with the 
sowme of 408. of unlaw. Oct, id— James Halden is 
ordanit of new agane to provyde for better servantis 
and mak better service at the mylnes aganes Merty- 
mes nixt, or ellis to give over the samyn; and dis- 
charges him and his servantis and undermyUeris to 
exact ony mair knaifschip or uther dewtiee nor was 
of auld usit, and speoiaUie fra taking of ony bannock 
groittis, as be and they wiU be answerabiU to the 
oontrair. 16Jflf—Nw, ^— The counseU hes modifeit 
the pryces of the multure viotuaU as foUows, viz., 
the boll Bohilling for nyntene merkis (A>12, l«3s. 4d.)t 
the boll malt, £8, lOs.; and thir pryces to indure till 
TuiU provyding the aiU lyse not. Oomperit James 
and Andro Haldenis^ mylleris, and beiog swome be 
the proveist and beilyeis maid faithf aU promeis anettt 
the oeUeeling of the moUures of the eomest and they 



nld eaUflet tiie mattore of ilk seek as the 8Hi7B an 
be gmmd. mS—OcL Sl—jMmm Helden fined 2 
merks for evill of ted meill end foraeiiig the offieor. 
Nop. 6— Jameieiid Asdro Haldenie, pieaent, awoae^ 
OMid faith de Juki* tervkiu. Aadco HaMen die- 
chaigit of railluig, under the pane of zl a.; and be 
to get alaneriie for Uk boll qabeit 12d., and boll malft 
8d., or ellis ane drink in the <^itioan of the owner. 
Scv, fO—Ordanet the theiaarar to half ane boik for 
the maltniea of the mylnea, and to tak oompt niehtlie 
thairof, baitb of the miUerb and the namea of the 
awnerit thaiiof, with the qoantitie of the samyn* 
1649 -'Jan, ^— The haill connaell, after aoffident 

Sell of the wrangis done nndrie tymea be Andre 
Jden, miller, ten the dait of the aet 1644, and for 
the wrangi* done to the ooonaeli jadiciallie the zxv 
day of Deoembor last, ordanes the Mid Andro Halden 
to be wairdit in thair dots waird and stepill, thairin 
to remane till Setterday nixt at nieht, at the leist 
xlnij hooris, and intimationo to be maid be the 
magistrattis to him that gif he be fond heiref ter to 
nae ony fals meaaonriB in taking of knaifachip or 
bannocic, onthankfoll serTioe, erecting of money for 
malt or qabeit, or ntherwyis not to mak gnid service, 
to be pat fra the mylnes ipsofcicto, Jan, SO — James 
Ualden, miller, being cballengit for his ignorance 
and anskilfalnes, anthankfali service, neggligence in 
attending, his awin miBcariage to the haill oounBell, 
and in privat to the magistrattis, his servantis and 
Bones for railling of these qaba oommis to the milnes 
and for not keping all the former actis aganes him, 
oammis in the coansellis will and snbmittis him to 
tbair oensare, Continewis the samyn to the nixt 
oounsdl day. March 5 — James Halden, present, 
wairnit to provyde for himself aganes Witsonday 
nixt, and the coonsell to provyde for thame seUSs; 
and gif he or his servantis sail upbraid ony persones 
sail bappin to be condaceit be the coansedl to tbair 
milnes or ony of the coansell, he to pay to the 
thesaarar fourtie pand for ilk failye, and continewis 
the censaring of him for his format faultia till the 
nixt oounsell day. April 13 — Ordanit the proveist 
and kMdlyeia to send for Hobert Murray, at the mylne 
of Lyne, and aggrie with him anent the service 
of the mills, and to tak the advyse of sua 
mony of the coansell as salbe warnit thairto. 
AugvMt S7 — Ordaues the thesaurer to oaus oast 
devattis and to furoisb tymmer for the hoopes and 
utheris neoeasaris for the new mylne, and lykwyis 
devattis for the aald mylne, and ilk ooantellar 



.). 
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and nther honest men to leid ane hnndreth thairof, 
nnder the pane of payment for the leiding of 
ane thowsand, as lykwyis the thesanrar to provyde 
tna grit jeistis to be ane brig over the mildam. 
Septm^ber 3 — Appoyntes the pioveist [and five others] 
to visit the new mylne and aggrie with Stene Greve 
to big the samyo." The records do not make it quite 
clear where the site of this ** new mylne" was, bat it 
is supposed that on the waulk mill being transferred 
from Tweed Green to the site of the Anld Mill on 
Peblis water the two corn mills were placed adjacent 
to each other on the side of the Oastlehill and suppli- 
ed by the same mill lade. On 25th October 1652, 
'* at and within the come milnes of the burgh," four 
persons mutually chosen by the council and James 
Haldane, the tacksman, for examining " the saides 
tuo come milnes, . . . and what the samyn ar 
better or worse now then they wer at the said James 
Halden his entrie therto on 12th November 1649," 
gave in their report, in which the mills are referred 
to as the north milne and south milne. Amongst 
other things it is noted that at the north milne the 
'*foire doore cheekes and lintellis had been taken 
away be the Inglishmen," and that at the south 
milne '*the half of the foire door had been taken 
away be the IngUshmen." 

It is related of a miller, who on good-humouredly 
rallying the half-witted "character" of the village on 
his ignorance and receiving for answer the remark — 
** There are some things I ken and some things I dinna 
ken," inquired — " An' what things do ye ken, Jock?" 
** I ken the miller hes aye a gey fat soo." ** An* what 
things do ye tio ken ? " "I dinna ken whaes meal 
he feeds it on," said Jock; and passed on, observing 
sotto voee^ " that's a flie in yer lug this time, ma 
man." It may be assumed that it was for the pur- 
pose of avoiding liability to suspicions similar to 
those which give point to the story that the council 
(27th August 1649) resolved " to advyse anent the 
milleris and discharging of thame to half swyne, 
geis, duikis, and hennis, conforme to the formar 
aotis maid thairanent of befoir." 

Sehoolmcuter.-^" 164i— March i^i— Thomas Oraw- 
furd is content to await upone the schole and to 
teitohe the baimies till sick tyme the toun be pro- 
vydit of ane scholmalster, for the quhilk he sail haif 
satisfactioun proportionallie as Mr Alexander Dike- 
Bone had in his tyme. May & — Comperit John 
Bapkie, presentlie conversant at Johnstounborne, 
and Mnawledgit ane agi^ment betoixt the |^ 
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to be Ihatr loliolaiaiitor vpoae Uie eoadiftMiiiM aol 

dmni. bfltoizt AMaei »nd aont him to repair mid oue 

heir to diwhaige theseidis oooditiomiM under tiie 

pMie of defematioiui. 164S -- AuguMt iti — TlM 

oovueU gnmtii lioenee, libertie, and privUege to the 

■ohobaaiiter and ■ohoUeis to tak the vaoance f re 

ThoEsdey nizt the zzUij of Angut iDstaiit tBl 

MJohaalmee aizt. leJ^-^April f^-Johnne Ker. 

now ierritoqr to Aadro Ker of Sanderlaadhall . , 

• oondaoeit to be thair leholdootoiir of the lohoole 

of PebUs fra WitMmday 1645 tiU Witiendaar 

1646» upooe the aelf Mune oonditioanei and 

for the feyifl aaci oaaiiaUtes that Sohert 

Tbveipland, present dootour, had of the aamyii. 

1646 — May 6 — Thomas Diokeson«i sone la«- 

full to umqahOe William Dickeaone, burges of 

Peblee, oondooeit sohool dootor from Whilsuiday 

1640 to Whitsuidaj 1647* upon same oonditiouMa» 

and for the feyes and oasnalities thajb Qmqvhile 

John Ker, lait doctor thairof, and he himself had of 

the aamyn befoir. l^JIff-^unt 2^— Ovdaneaaae 

letter to be writtin be the olerk, sabsorjvit be the 

mefftstrattis, and sent to Mr James Currie, qnba isk 

to be ■cholmaister, sobftwlng him the oodDsell hes 

condescendit to gave him tna hnndreth verkia yeirUe 

of oonstant stipend, tegidder with the ten merna for 

his ehaJhner maall, and to desyre him to send word 

qohen tnft horsab for carriages salbe sent to him. 

JM^ IS — The baill connaell, in ane vooe» hes con- 

diseeadit to ge«e to John Bi^tie, lait sohelmatster, 

pairtUe for ane qnarter payment of his fie and pairtlle 

of gratnitie, the sowme of threttie pundis money. 

J^ 13 — Mr James Oarrie, lait student in the 

ooUedge of Edinbnrghe, being receivit and admittit 

seoolmaster of the scoole of the bargh of Peebles 

fra 13th JnUj instant tiU 13th Julij 1648 yeans, 

for the .sowme of 200 merkis, with 10 merks for 

his ohalmer maill . . . togidder with tneWe 

pennies Soottes money of quarter payment for 

ilk toune bairne and 13b. 4d. money foiraaid 

for ilk landwart baiine quarterlies . . . And 

the said Mr James Ourrie compeirand personallie 

and aooeptant the said office. . . . has gevin his 

aithe of fidelitie for dischaiiige of ane honest, oare- 

full, diligent, and faith fall dewtie in the said office, 

be instructing the youth in the groundis of divinitie 

and liberall solonces SMOording to his knojwkdge and 

their capaatie., . , . Lytoaa he h<M.»ofleptffcth# 

toiiwAlviMftii^oiaiiipUn Wk^ftMrnmim^ime 
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lUtiiig in the artidei following, Tiz.:— [Tlieie are 
similftr to the injnnotionB in dmilar appointment!; 
see Gleanings Noi. XII. and XXII.] IS^S-^AprU 
3 — To the mach honoared proveist and bailyeis 
and remanent connsaillerB: — Forasmuch, I your 
wisdomes servant, Mr James Gurrie, now knowing 
by experience that in regard of the dearth of eldene 
and other things I am not able to leive convenientlie 
npone that quhich I have ordeaned to me by your 
wisdomes; therfor most humblie desyres your 
wisdomes to advyse and lay doune a way how I 
may be helped in eldene. (2.) I humblie crave your 
wisdomes would cause my hous maill be fully payit. 
(3.) That the quarter payments may be augmented 
to 3s. 4d. (4.) That I may be liberat from under 
some of your acts, namlie (first) from this:— It shall 
not be lesume to yow to ttive the bairnes the play 
aney dayes in the weak bot upone Twisday and 
Thrusday, and that betuixt 2 houris and 4 houris; 
(2.) That if I sail be found to transgresse aney of the 
torsaid acts ipso fcLcto I shall be guyltie of de^siti- 
tioune and removall from the schooll withm 20 
dayes efter tryall therof. Of these humble desyres 
I crave your wisdomes would give a frie answer, that 
I may know qubat to doe anent my remaining or 
removing, seing longer it cannot be delayed unlesse 
prejudicial! to both of us. Now your wisdomes 
answeir humblie I expect. (Signed), Mr J. Gubbib." 
Written on the margin of the supplication: — ** 1648 
— AprUia 5— Oontinenit till the nixt connsell day." 
" 1648— May 15— The proveist and bailyeis hes 
undertane to speik the young persons and desyre 
him to wryt for ane scholmaister. June 1 — ^The 
bailyeis ana maist pairt of the connsell thinkis it fit 
to wryt to Mr David Skeoch, presentlie at Monktoun, 
requyring him to cam heir that the connsell and he 
can aggrie anent thair schole." 164^ — Jam,, SO— 
[William Purdie appointed; see printed Records, pp. 
386-7.] ** 1660— April 12— The schools to be 
visitit be some of the presbitrie to try the proficiencie 
of the schoUeris. July 17 — William Lowes de- 
lyvered ane mortifioatioun grantit be Marie and 
Issobell Tuedie and Margaret Tuedie and himself of 
the thrie thridis of Frankisland, Dalatho, and 
houssis in Peblis, mortified to the schoole of Peblis. 
[See printed Records, pp. 391-2.] 1651— Oct, fSO 
— The connsell finding the prejudice the young 
children to burgh and landwart have susteanit 
thes tjrmes bygane for want of ane scoolmaster 
have resolvit that ther be ane loffioient and 
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quattfied man loaght <mt to diioharge that dnety, 
and the magiitrattea to provyde ane acoolmauter 
aitainst the terme of Hallowmes nizt. 1662— 
March ii— In face of ootinaell Mr William Pardie, 
lehoolmaiater, ia adverteidt to lie for himself and 
gevin over be the aaid connaell it to provyde for 
ane qnalified schoolmaitter. April ^— Autborizes 
the proveist, peraone, bailliei, and theaanrer to agree 
with Mr Anaro Wataone to be aooolmaiater and to 
oondaee for hia yearlie stipend tna hnndreth merkes 
Soottea, with ane chamber and the paymentes payit 
be the tonne and land wart baimes, who is to enter 
at Beltane next, he sabsorTyveing the endentoar and 
injnnctioanes formerlie sabacryved be other scool- 
maisterifl. May 6^Mr Andrew Watsone, vicar of 
Peblea, being reoeavit and admittit schoolmaister of 
the sohoole of this burgh *' for a year from 3rd May, 
came nnder obligation to instmot the ** youth oom- 
mittit to hia oharee in the groundes of divinitie and 
humanitie and all othera liberall sciences which 
formarlie he did teach whilst he exerceisit the said 
office, according to hia knowledge and their capacitie, 
at such tymes and houres as he shtdl think fit. . . 
. Lykeas he shall observe in the weeke dayes the 
formes and customes nseit and observit in schooles in 
this and otheres frie burghes, and remittes to his 
awne Gbristiane prudence and caire in ordering, 
traineing, and catechising the schollares upon the 
Sabboth dayes. May JO — Continewis the execu- 
tioun of the act maid anent parentes putting their 
childrene to the sooole nntiU it be intimat in the 
oharohe and therafter the officiaries ar to poynd thes 
parentes contraveenand. Ordanes the obaippeU bell 
to be rung everie week day at sex hoares in the 
morning for oonveanlng the children to the schoole. 
John Newtone ordeanit to doe it, beginand the 
mome." 
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XXXIII. 

tJNIorf OF SOOTLAND WITH ENGLAND — THB ToL- 
BOOTHS— TOWN*B ObEAT FoBKHOUSB— SLATBS 

AND Lime fob Publio Wobks — Twebd 

CaULD — FiSHINO AT GOWFOBD — KiLLS AND 
STEIPSTANBS— INOOHEBB AND UNFBEBMEN— 

^ Bbzad— Bakehouse and Oven— Glentbess 
OoMHON— Seizube OF Stbated Sheep. 

The paradozioal theory which at preseDt finds favour 
in certain quarters, that real onion can be best ef- 
fected by ostensible dismemberment, is one which 
was not likely to present itself to the practical minds 
of the men who reared the Commonwealth. One of 
the main features in the first scheme propounded for 
a settled government of the three kingdoms was the 
concentration of authority in one body, and so far as 
Scotland was concerned steps were promptlv taken 
for ascertaining the opinions of the shires and burgbs 
on the subject. Of these, a jgreat majority, through 
their authorised deputies, intimated their acceptance 
of the Union, and in course of time an Ordnance, 
dated 12th April 1654, was passed, whereby *'Tbe 
Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, and the Dominions thereto 
belonging," with the advice of his council, ordained 
that **all the people of Scotland, and of all the 
dominions and territories belonging unto Scotland, 
are hereby incorporated into and confirmed into one 
Commonwealth with England; and in every parlia- 
ment to be held successively for the said Common- 
wealth thir^ persons shall be called from and serve 
for Scotland." Ireland was to be represented in 
parliament also by thirty members, while four hundred 
were to be summoned from England and Wales. Con- 
joined with this union settlement commercial privi- 
leges of great importance were conferred upon the 
people of Scotland, and altogether the period of the 
Commonwealth was characterised by a state of 
material prosperity throughout the three kingdoms. 
So far as the printed parliamentary records show, 
there is no indication of assent to the union having 
been given by the burgh of Peebles, but the 



HiitoiioAl MSS. Oommiitionen, in their reoent re- 
port on the Doke of Portlmd'i Mennicripte prewrved 
at Welbeok Abbey, have brooeht to light the fact 
that their aaaeot was given. On 22nd March 1662, 
tlie ** hor gea w and neighboare'* of Peebles had 
granted a ** Commiaiion appointing Peter [Robert?] 
Thomion at their deputy to the English Oommilrion- 
eri," then itationed at Dalkeith, and on the 25th of 
the lame month there is lodged with the commiasion- 
0n an ** Assent to the Union, with the Desires of the 
Bnifh,** Attested eopies of these doonments are 
preserved at Welbeok AbtMsy, and it may be hoped 
that through the courtesy of the custodiers their con- 
tents may yet be made available to those who wish 
further particulars concerning this interesting episode 
in local nistory. For the purpose of electing repre- 
sentatiTes Peebles formed one of a groop of seven 
burghs, the others being Selkirk, Jedburgh, Lauder, 
North Berwick, Dunbar, and Haddington, and the 
members they sent to Westminster were William 
Thompson in 1654, John Vincent in 1656, and Dr 
Thomas Glarges in 1658 and 1659. 

Meetings of the town council and sittings of the 
burgh court took place in ** the tolbuith,** so that 
the name appeats on every other page of the records, 
yet there is scarcely any reference leading to the 
identifioation of the site which the building so used 
for the time occupied. In 1487 a property is de- 
scribed as ** lyand in the Briggait of Peblis on the 
north syd the samyn, betuix the land of David 
Dinwedy on the est parte and the tolboith on the 
west parte,*' and in 1488 "the brigg at the tolboith 
end " is referred to. At that time, therefore, it may 
safely be concluded that the tolbooth stood on or in 
close proximity to the site of the present Printing 
Office. Snbseqoently it is supposed that the tolbooth 
formed part oi that group of buildings at the west 
end of the High Street which embraced the chapel 
and steeple, and it is probable that meetings of 
oouncU continued to be held there till the town hall 
at the head of the School Brae came to be occupied 
in 1753. The old steeple was not taken down till 
1776. In the Hittory of Fed>les8hire (pp. 283-4) it is 
stated that the tolbooth and council house at one 
time stood on the north side of the High Street, 
opposite the present town hall, but the authority for 
the statement it not cited. In 1799 the town ac- 
quired from Lord Elliock a property on the spot 
Uidicated in the Historv, and which is described as a 
'* house or vault which, since the town of Peebles 
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entered into poieeerion, wai bv them made into two 
prifloni and as rooh ii ooonpied by them at preaent,'* 
and this ciroamatanoe has probably given rise to the 
supposition that the tolbooth occupied the site. In 
1031, however, there are indications in the reoords 
that the oonnoil contemplated the erection of a tol- 
booth in this neighbourhood. A tenement and its 
S^rtinents, extending from the High Street to the 
riggaife, was purchased, materials were ordered to 
be prepared " for the new tolboitb," and considerable 
outlays were incurred in making alterations and 
repairs, bat after the lapee of a few years the 
property was disposed of to a purchaser: 1631 — 
June ft — Ordanes to wame the haill tounes horssis 
to go for ane raik of lyme for the new tolbnith. 
Item, to tak instrumentis that the grit hons sauld to 
the toun be James Tuedie is not left void and red 

?[uhilk sold half bene done at Witiondaye last oon- 
orme to the disposition thairof.* 16$1 — Avug, tt — 
Payment to be made for timber purchased for 
** reparation of ane flesohmercatf in the olois of the 
new tolbnith." 16Si-^an. iO— "To Patrik Vattche, 
clerk, of instrument silver quhen the keyis of James 
Tnedies houssis wer delyverit, 68. 1634— May if — 
For geistis and daillis come hame to the townes 
housis £31. For 20 threaves strae to theik the 
towneis housis, £8. To James Grove and his 
servandis for stinging and mending of the housis, 
£5, €s. 8d. For diffatis, being ane thowsand, lis. 4d. 
To sax men to bring the grit ledder from the 
kirk to the hous, 8s. 1638— May 9— To John 
Oibaone for casting of 5000 delffoottis to the 
fore howse, SOs. June 5, — ^For casting of 600 
delfiFoottis quhich compleited the fore howse, 5s. 
May Ifl— To these nyne men who brought nyne tarse 
of stra fra Mylnetone, 14b. 16th— To Andro Bryden 
and William Wichtman for bringing of two dosion 

* In the titles the property is described as a great lodging 
or tenement, with the garden, barn stead, and pertinents, 
lying on the north side of the King's highway, between the 
lands of John Turnbull, baker, Thonias Dodis, and Patrick 
Vaitch, derk, on the east, the Briggait on the north, and 
the lands of James Merschell's heirs on the west. Tumbali's 
property had been acquired from William Oovan of 
Oardrona; eastward oi it was the property of John Scott of 
Mount Benger, and betwixt the latter and Dean's Wynd 
stood a tenement belonging to Patrik Dikiaone. 

t The present fleshmarket, on the lintel of the doorway to 
which facing the Dean's Wynd the town's arms are carved. 
Is supposed to be the one ordered to be oonstnicted in 
1C71. 
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of iparea fra Leith, 36a.; to John Bewell for twa 
doinon of fir sparet, as his letter beires, £6: to John 
Bamet, than in Mylntone, for 35 thrave beir stra, 
£8, 158. May fSl— To Marion Stoddart and hir 
dauchter for drawing of the said beir stra in thack 
sobeeTes, 208. Bind — To James Frame for sax hon- 
dreth stobs, 24ls. iSrd — ^To John Grive and others 
for bringing of the great kirk ledder fra the kirk and 
leddering of the townes fore bowse, 138. 4d. ftJ^h— 
To John Grive .quhen the proveist agreed with him 
to soyd the trees in the townes yaird to tirle thiik 
the townes fore bowse in task, as erles, 48. 4d. SOth 
To Jonet Haig for ane bnndreth bottells of rye stra, 
£3, 3s. 4d. Slgt— To Bessie Meek for asche walletts, 
568. 8d. June 7— To John Grive for theiking of the 
tonnes forbowse, in task, £13, 68. 8d. To George 
Haig, in Nedder Kidstone, for 36 rye thack scheefes, 
ISs. July 5 — ^To John Willisone for ane old net 
quhich was laid on the said howse, 20s. 11th — To 
(fohn Grive for laying on of the net to skar away the 
kees [jackdaws], 38. 4d. [Several other payments 
for straw, turf« lime, sand, iron work, and other 
materials and workmanship, including the following]: 
— Avg. iS—Ane new yron band and repairing of 
the cmikis of the bak hall doore, 18s. 4d. For re- 
pairiog the fore staire, £3, 68. 8d. Sep, 28— For 
mending of the bandis of the stable doore and fur- 
nishing naillis, 48. 6d. Sep, iO — To Thomas Bennat 
for bringing of nyne drawchts of staines fra the 
Langsyde to the steps of the fore stair, lOs.*' In 

1644 the property was sold to Thomas Nasmyth, son 
of James Nasmyth of Posso, and Margaret Hanter, 
his spoQse, on terms stated in a minute, dated 29th 
April of that year:— ** Anent sex hundreth merkis 
offerit be Thomas Nasmyth for the tonnes grit hous 
snmtyme pertening to James Tuedie, viz., 400 metks 
at St Peter's day nixt and 200 merks at Witsonday 

1645 yeiris, they ar content of the said offer, and 
geves power to the provest and tua bailyeis to insist 
and end with him." 

TofJbooth and Chapel,—** 1647— N<yv, 5— The coun- 
sell hes ordanit the haill tonn to be warnit to send 
their horssis to the sclaittis for the tolbuith aganes 
the morne in the morning, and Alexander Lauder, 
thefaurer, to go and sie tbame loadit. [Meetings of 
the council from 8th Nov. to 24th Jan. inclusive 
were held in the chapel, and that of 14th Feb. in the 
clerk's ohalmer.] Dec, i^— Ordanes Alexander 
Lauder, thesaurar, to lay in half ane hundreth 
daiUis to the repairing of the tolbuith. 1648^Nov, 6 
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— Ordanes the haill inbabitantU having bomii to be 
io readiness upon tuentie-four bouris warning to 
carye sklaittis to the cbappell, everie persone failling 
to pay 408. 1660— Jan. fJ— Alexander Williamsone, 
ane of the borrow oflQoeris and burges of the said 
bruffht, . . admittit javellour and keiper of the 
stepill of Pebles and javell hoassis thairintill, and 
keipar, guyder, and rewler of the knock thairof, and 
to ling the bellis of the sainyn at the ordinar tymes 
accustomit and appoyntit to nmqnhile John Rubene, 
last keipar and gayder of the said steipill and knock 
befor bis deceis.*' The keys of the place were de- 
livered to him, and he andertook to discharge his 
duties in terms similar to those contained in the 
appointment of his predecessor in 1632. In that 
appointment the ** tolbuith " is expressly named as 
one of the places under the keeper's custody. (See 
No. XVI.) 

Lime and other materiaJs for public works, — 1643i 
— Aug. 16— The haill counsell hes ordanit all these 
of this bui^h that hes ony horssis, ane or mae, to 
send the samyn to my lord Yesteris lyme upon 
Weddinsday nixt at ewin but faill, ilk persone under 
the pane of fyve pundis unforgevin. 1644^— Jvly 1 
— Ordanes the haill tonnes horssis to be warnit to 
go to the lyme for the commoun wark of this burgh. 
1646— June 1 — Ordanes the haill horssis in the toun 
to be waimit to go to the lyme for belting and 
mendimr of the briggis, chappell, and tolbuith, the 
half of the horasis to go at ane tyme, and the uther 
half at ane uther tyme, and the thesaurer to go with 
thame and to see thame iaidit, and to caus leid sand 
thairto; and these quha gois not tymouslie to the 
lyme that they fetche the stanis. Item, ordanes the 
thesaurar to provyde daillis, ieistis, and stanes for the 
Haid commoun warkis. l64o^JvXy IS — Ordanes the 
haill horssis in this toun to go and bring hame for 
the use of the briggis ilk ane of thame ane laid of 
lyrae, and the rest thairof that bringis not lyme to 
bring hame frie stanes." 

Tweed Cavld—" 1647— October i?5— The counsell 
ordanes the haill tonnes horssis to be warnit to carie 
stanes to Tueid caull, the ane half thairof upone 
Weddinsday nixt and the uther half upone Friday 
thairefter, and ilk hers to bring sex laidis or drauditis 
of grit stanes, ilk persone under the pane of fourtie 
Bchillingin; Hnd jHmes Halden is heirhy ordainit to 
be in reddines with his servandis, with the walker 
[i.e., the tacksman of the waulk mill] to work tbsirat. 
AndordaDOB ane of .the ooonseU in ilk quarter to 
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ftwalt upoiM ihame the nddii dayia thftir tymea 
•bout" 

FMingtU Oaufford--*' 1649^^0€t6ber ff— Ordftnet 
that the oommon mylnee, mnltare haith thairto, and 
fiicbing of the Kowfaird be roapit apoDO Wednesday, 
qahilk ii appojntit to be the latter day and latter 
hour thalrof that thee who bids maiit therf ore will 
be beet hard." 

KUmand SUipstaneB,—** 1659— January It— The 
oonniell findei that tna ■chilling Soottes is snffioient 
for the iteiping of eaoh iteipfull malt, riz schilling 
to the owner of the kill and six sohilling to the 
dryster for the drying of ilk killfuU malt upon ilk 
meikle kill, and each litle kill sex sohilling, to be 
equallie divydit betoixt the awner and dryster; and 
ordeanes the awneres and drysters to reoeave the 
same as foil satisfaotionn; and whatever persone 
ather reoeaves or gives more than the forsald pryce 
in money, good deed, or otherwayes, to pay for the 
first faalt eight schilling and so furth toHs quoHes 
doubland the same. Ajml l8&— Ordeanes the waiges 
of the killis and steipstane to be as foUowes, viz., 7s. 
for steipstane, and viij s. to the awner of the kill 
and six scbilling to the dryster." 

Incomers and Unfreemeni—^lBjfS—Jtdy 1— It is 
ordanit that qahasoever hes sett ony houwis to ony 
incummeris oi unprofBtable members and beggaris, 
or onywyis nnproflStable to the toan, within thir 
thrie yeiris bygane, to remove thame furth of the 
tonn within fourtie-aucht honris, ilk persone under 
the pane of ten pundis and to be wairdit till the 
saidis tennentis remove and the said penaltie be 
pajit, and sicklyk of wairding of ilkane of the saidis 
incammeris. 1648— November 6 — The counsell being 
informit that thair ar divers and sindrie nnfremen 
uses the trad of frie men and sellis stapill wairis in 
sindrie pairtis of landwart, aathoreiais the proveist 
and bailyeis to tak and apprehend all such as hes 
usit or sail use ony kynd of frie manis tred and to 
put thame in waird, thairin to remane ay and quhill 
they mak satisfactioan thairfoir, and to find cawtion 
that they sail abstene thairfra in tyme cuming 
conform to the actis.of parliament. 165i— March 
f^— John Williamsone, glasinwright in Kelso, is 
oreat, admittit, and receavit burges and freeman of 
the burgh of Peble*, who being present and sworne 
hes gevin his oath in commune formu^ Done gratis. 
AjfrU t6—lt is enactit that whosoever shall set 
honssis to any incumer or unf rieqian after the terme 
of Witionday nixt (without spiBolaU lioenoe of the 
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Da«<itntB and ooanull) ihall pnj Ijvn pnode* 
moaef aDfoTRiiviTi. »nd all imfiicmBn thiit abulhe 
taklo* in and permittit to duell vithin this hu>ih 
uid BhslI have say ggodea to paf to the tfaeinurer for 
Ilk lowme of sbeip«, nolt, or ban gru, rtiirln, tbrle 
pnndi Soottei maneT." 



meat of tnentia pninliB (otief quotia he TefnMis; and 
thia to be done immedUtlle efCer tb» dait helrbf. 
164S— April II— The maitistcattti ar ordanit to •{«» 
tbs qabeitiad ait braid, »nd to talceinlt ordourthtir- 
with ag appertenia, and to ordane the baiteria to mat 
tha loaTai round-heidit and anfficient breid for lij d. 
the loaS; and aioklyk to try the haill ■toipe*. 1U4^ 
—Marek 6-The coanaall bes ratlfeit the (ormar aot 
apone Jaha TrambU aneot the baiting of ait breid 
and qnheit brsld, ardaning the qnantitie and qualitia 
of the nnijn to be conforme to the table. And 
qabat flour or moill to be baikin be bim to gentilmeu. 
banrenia, and ntheria, to be contornie to the pryona 
aet daun or,tD b« act donn be the conaaell. under the 
pane ol tnentie pnndia for illt tHilyie." 

Bakehoiae and Oven.—" 16SS—JUai/ tS—Cmoperll _ 
John Oleg, bm^ceaa (who npon hia lopplicationn to 
tbs maEiatrattea and counaell bea obteanit Ilbertle to 
bnild ana biliebous and oTen), and enaotit himaelf in 
the aaid bnrro oonrt bookei of Pehles to bare vigiUnt 
aod oacefnll larvaateB, to have ane water haila neer 
the oren mouth, nod tbat ther ahalbe no bether left 
within the aaid baikhoua after the baikeing be endit 
and the area drawen; and if he fnUyea in any of thee 
partiealarea he ia content tbat ipio facto the oven be 
polled doone and that be ahall neftr have libertie to 
build the aame againe." 

Oitntreu Common.^" lB5t—Jvmt iS— WiUIaa 
LpToii. provetat pf Frblea, Jamai HosibrnU. au of 
tbe baBUw ttwnif, John Aendeibit^ theaaiuer. 
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with the maiit pairt of the ooansell of the samyn 
and inndrle of the inhahitantes therof, haveing visit 
and pait to the bnrgh of PebliB their landes callit 
Glenoars Commonn, viz., that purt therof from 
Winkstoan bnmfoot np Carcado bank and Brown^ 
mnre to Oramiykea and from that to Pilmnre, for- 
gathering with John Ballendeene, elder, in Windi- 
lawes, tennent to Sir Alexander Murray of Blak- 
baronie, knioht, upon the laides landes of Oarcada- 
bank and Brownmure, the «aid proveist poiseit the 
said John Ballendean to whom the saides landes 
belongit, he ansnerit: To the bnrgh of Pebles. 
Farther the proveist poiseit him if he at any tyme 
befor honndit any Koodes off the saides landes, he 
ansnerit he never did bound nor wold hound any 
goodes of any persones whatsomever that had inter- 
est to the saids landis except he fand them birdies 
and neir bis comes. Therafter the said proveist 
desyreit him to keepe off his goodes off the saides 
landes in tyme comeing and if tbey should be found 
pastureand therupon tbey wold be poyndit untill 
ids master instructit what privilege he had therto. 
And sidyke the said proveist. accompanied with the 
f oimameit persones, past to the personal presence of 
Eetherine Yaitche, lyfrentriz oi the half landes of 
Fouladge, and desyrit hir to cause the goodes pas- 
tureand upon her half of Fouladge to pasture upon 
that pairt of the saides tounes landes callit Carcado- 
bank and Brownmure and Oramsykes, conforme to 
the privilege they had therto, and na utberwayes; 
and to permit the goodes of the other half of Fouladge 
to pasture upon that pairt of the tounes landes callit 
Pilmure, conforme to their privilege therto, and no 
utberwayes.** 

She^ seized for Trespassing and put on Castl^ill, 
— "1643 — June 16 — James Chal meres, in Nether 
Eidstoun, haveing bis sheep upoun the OasteUbill of 
Pebles, poyndit, at command and directioun of the 
provost and one of the bailies, upon the burfthe of 
Pebles their propper landes of Homildoun, reqneistit 
and eamestlie desyrit the said provest and baillie to 
len them againe his said sheep, and faithfullie pro- 
mesit not to suffer any of bis guides to come and 
pasture upoun the said landis of Homildoun at any 
tyme theref ter sua far as he could hinder the samyn, 
upoun the qubilk conditioun and nae utberwayes the 
said proveist and baillie lent to him back neraine his 
said guides.'* John Burroman, in Over Eidstoan, 
also had his sheep poinded and *' lent bak againe.** 
** mS^Sep, IS— William Soott, in MUnetoiui, within 
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the parooh of Menner, and Jamfil Andersonn, thair," 
whose iheep had been found straying on the town's 
** propper lands of Gaidmares," and were poinded on 
the OastlehiU, got back the wanderers on similar con- 
ditions. 
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Excisfl Duties— Council Mbetinos: Costume and 
Conduct op Members— Witches— Thief and 

PUBSE-CUTTEB — MABKBTS AND CUSTOMS — 
BBIDGEHOUBBKNOWE — WeBSTBBS — BUBIAL 

Place— MiBK Monday. 

Excise Duties. — The expedient of levying a national 
tax on commoditiea by excision of the value of a por- 
tion and setting it apart for the revenue before the 
articles are sold, was first resorted to in 1643. In the 
earlier years oi the tax the statatee regulating its im- 
position and incidence are numerous, and as the 
magistrates of burghs were intrusted with certain 
functions in the farming and collection of it there are 
some references to the subject in the council records: 
— " 1644 — ^prU 8 — Ordanes all these that is subject 
to the excise to mak compt thairof to the coUectour of 
the excise betuixt and this day aucht dayis; and 
that the haill aill sidbe sauld at ane pryce, viz., 
40d. the pynt, and to mak guid and sufficient 
aill for that effects Avguat fi6 — The conn- 
sell electit and ttoqainat wiUiam Melros to be 
surveyar of the excise of tHift burgh during the 
haill tyme thairof. 1648 — Nwember i^ — The 
counsel], with advyse of Alexander Lauder, takisman 
uf the excise, geves warrand to the magistrattis, with 
tua or thrie of the oounsell, to ferme the excise of the 
sherefdome to the severall paroches and limiteris, 
and to use thair diligence and report this day aucht 
dayis, and incaice they refuis to use the certificatioun 
of the actis of parliament maid thairanent. 1649 — 
Fd), 16 — The counsell geves ^commissioun to the 
magistrattis, John Lowis, [and ten others], to taxt 
the haill flescheouris, and sick utheria as ar 
subject in payment of the excyse within the 
burgh of Peblis, sence the first of November last 
till the first of Februar instant, and to inforine 
thame selffis the maist lawfuU way they can; with 
power to tak the aithes of the flescheouris and sick 
utheris quha hes ather ressavit ground malt from 
landwart or abstractit thair awin malt, and to meit 
the morne in the morning at sevin houris. May 
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» * * * 

^The counaell ordanes Jamei Honbrnik, bailye, 
with Alexander Lauder, to oast ane compt of the 
haill exoyse, and to aggrie with the haiU venten- 
arie of aill, fleach, and wateris within this sohyre, 
togidder with the tounes expenasis in geving of arls, 
&o.; geving them warrand to tak aithis and aggrie 
with the saidis personee; and gif the excyse sail not 
amoont to the tak dewtie and expenasis deborsit be 
the toan provyding that the magistrattis and 
oounsell aaU tax the ventenaris of aill, fleaoh, 
and wateris within the toun, viz., the aill and flesch 
senoe Oandlemea laat and the wateria aenoe Novem- 
ber last, and the said sowmes within bargh to be 
inimediatlie ingatherit be thame and deliverit to the 
aaid Alexander, they ingathering the said sowme, 
and to sie that the toon be not loaaria. 1660^June 
14—0rdaaxe» in tyme heirefter that a note be taken 
be the thesaarer and miller of all meill to be ground 
at the milnes, to the effect the excyae thairof may 
moir oonvenientlie be had, and aiolyk a note of fleahea 
and waters alane and ventit, and lykwyia notice to 
be taken of all malt ventit sen the first of Maij last 
and of fleahea alane aenayne." 

CouncU Meetings— Costume and Conduct of Menir 
bers, — ** IS4I — Dec, tG — It is actit that quhasaevir of 
the counaell aall cum ather to the kirk or coaosell but 
ane hat aall pay lOa., oonforme to the former act 
totiea quoties, 1642— Jan. i^— Anent the formar 
act anent the hailing of hattis be the counaell at 
kirk and counaell, these present without hattia ar 
warnit to haif thair hattia ac counaell and kirk in all 
tyme cuming, under the pane oonvenit in the formar 
act unforgevin, and that of thair awin consent. Feb, 
14— John Lowia [and three othera] all present with- 
out hattia ar unlawit March J^i— Ordanes the 
act anent the counaellis not haifing hattis in the kirk 
to be put to executioun aganes James Horsbruik, 
Thomas Wallace, John Stoddert. 1648— Oct. SO— 
Upon the refusal! of William Lowis, chosin of befoir 
to be ane of the bailyeis, upone sindrie ressounes pro- 
ponit be him, oonforme to sindrie actia of parliament 
alledgit be him, the counsell hes nominat James 
Horsbruik to be bailye in his rowme till the nixt 
election at Micbaelmes nixt. 164^— Jan, 30— -The 
haill counsell, finding it is sufficientlie provin that 
John Taeddell utterit sum hoisting speiches in up- 
braiding of James Williamsone. proveist, hes ordaait 
the said John to be wairdit in this wairdhous, thairin 
to remain ay and quhill he gif satiafactioun to the 
pairtie, and oe relevit be hia advyae, and thairefter 
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to mak publiot satiifactioan at the meroat crooe 
apone mercat day. 1651— July 4~The oounsell hea 
onleanit and ordeanes the bell to be rang everie 
oounsell day hereafter, and whoBoeirer of the ooun- 
■eU shall not meit preceisly at the ending of the bell 
ringing shall pay foure schilling, and whosoever 
shube fund absent altogither from any melting of 
coonsell without ane lawfoll excuse to pav 6s. 8d. 
Soots nnforgifen." 166t—May i(?— Members not 
present at cSdling of the roll, without sufficient ex- 
cuse, to pay 12d.; those absent altogether, 6s. 8d.; 
** and thes who after oonveaning shall remove with- 
out leave gevin, ilk persone to pay two schilling. 
And whosoevir shall speak unspeured at, or shall not 
be attentive to what is tabled, shall submitt them- 
selves to the counsellis will." 

WUche8.—'*1660—Apra fSG-^'Uhe oounsell grantis 
warrand that Mariotte Watsone and Bessie Eumond 
be liberat upon sufficient cawtioun, under the pane 
of fy ve hundreth merkis ilk persone, and that they 
sail keip thair awin houssis in dlenoe for thair entrie 
to underly the law, at quhat tyme soever they salbe 
chargit, and to come to the clerk with the magis- 
tratt.'* These two unfortunates, who had come 
under suspicion of practising the black art, were now 
liberttted from the steeple, where they had been 
incarcerated for half-a-year, on finding security that 
each " sail keip her awin boas in silence and not be 
hard with her nichtbouris, neither resort to kirk or 
mercat or transgresse to go abroad away the lenth of 
her awin hous.*' The liberation of these "suspects " 
was perhaps brought about on economical grounds 
more than by the promptings of humanity. The 
magistrates ¥rere encountering difficulty in obtaining 
contributions to meet the expense of watching the 

Erisoners, the kirk-session of Kewlands in particular 
aving refused t.o pay a sum asked of them, alleging 
that there were '* only four witches in the prison and 
little watching needed." In the accounts, in the 
following October, there is a sum of £2 paid *' for 
setting up the gallows to the witches," indicative 
of the gruesome fate which had befallen some of 
these poor victims of fanatical superstition.'* 

Thieves and Purse-CvUer,—*^ 1651— Aug, 1?S— The 
oounsell injoynes John Edzer, merchant, to pay to 
the thesaurer tuentie merkis money presentlie, and 
to sitt at the croce upon Tuysday nixt for the space 
of ane hour, in mercate tyme of day, bare heidit, 
with ane cheis besyd him, or elles to buy himself by, 
and that for stealling of ane cheis from William 
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Saltonn. 1662— May i(7— Ordeanes James Camp- 
hell, purg-cntter, to stand at the orooe the roome 
from ellevine to tuelve houres, hound with a tow to 
the stalk of the orooe, and ane paper on his head, 
for catting of James Johnstonn In Dawik his pnrs 
on the third day of Maij instant." Next day, 
Oamphell, who " designes himself merchant in Clack- 
mennen,'* consented that "if he shtJl at any tyme 
hereafter be found within this burgh and challengit 
in the lyke thift or pykeing or haunting the cumpanie 
of such men, in that caice he shall suffer death." 

Ma/rket8 and Customs,— ** I64I— May /7— Ordanes 
na meill, victuall, nor schone to be sauld upone the 
mercat day befor the ringing of the ehapell bell, 
qnhilk is appointit to be rung at ane efter none, and 
tne schone not to be sauld nor mercat maid thairof 
till tua houris efter none, and that na Tictuall salbe 
sauld in buithis and houssis out of the mercat place, 
under the pane of confiscatioun. June S8—Com- 
peirit James Hope, unfrieman, and aoousit for using 
of ane frie manis tred within this burgh in selling 
and hying of Tictuall and utheris merchand wairis, 
grantit the samyn, and cummis in the counsellis will 
and disohargit fra using of ane frie manis tred in 
tyme cuming aff the mercat day. Continewit to the 
nixt counsell day. 1647 — iVVw. 8 — The counsell bes 
fund John Tuedie of his awin confessione guyltie in 
regraitting of the meroatt, and in selling of candill 
for aucht schilling the pund, quhilk he bocht for fy ve 
schillingis, and cumis in wul. The counsell hes 
continewit his censure till they be advysit. 164^ — 
June 18 — John Buchannaa grantit he bocht fra ane 
man of Glasgow, upone Beltane fair evin, ane num- 
ber of schone, and upone the morne, being the fair 
day, he sauld ane grit pairt thairof, and hes ane 
pairt of the samyn as yet unsauld. The counsell 
findis he hes contravenit the actis of parliament 
baith in foirstalling of the mercat and regraiting. 
June ^5— The counsell, in respect of John Buchannan 
his confessioun of foirstalling the mercat and that he 
did the samyn ignorantlie, hes censurit him in fyve 
merkis for the first fault, with this provisioun, that 
gif be be fund in the lyk fait heirefter he sail not 
onlie be fynit thairfor hot also this first fait sail also 
be layde to his charge. July 9 — The counsell ordanit 
the proveist [and eleven others] to go to the Brig- 
houseknow upone Weddinsday nixt at morne to 
ingather the customes thair for the tounes use, ilk 
persone under the pane of ane dolfur. Aug, i^— The 
provest and bailyeis w ordanit to speik Sir James 
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Mnmy of Skirling^ anent the fair of Skirling the 
mome gif he be present, and gif nooht the provest 
[and two others] to ryde to him to Skirling apone 
Thursday nizt and spelk him for that effect. Nov, 
i9— The bailyeis, and sick atheris as they sail imploy, 
to speik my lord Lyntoun, the laird of Blakbaronia, 
and Sir James Murray anent the meroattis and fairis 
in landwart within the sherefdome of Peblis. 1650 
— Juiu 98 — James Williamsone, thesaurer, reportis 
thair wes coUeotit at Brighouseknow the 26 of Junij, 
being the third Weddensday, zxj lib. in money, by 
and attour that which wes awin, and the haill thrie 
Weddinsdayis collectionnis to be in brought in par- 
ticular the nixt counsell day. Aug, i&— Thair is in 
John Patersones hand ane instrument anent Brig- 
houseknow that thair wes no interrnptioun maid 
anent the uplifting of the custome thair for the use 
of the brught of Peblis; anhilk instrument is to be 
aoquyred fra him and layed up. Aug. SO — Comptit 
be James Williamsone, thesaurer, and put in bis 
charge upliftit be him, fy ve severall mercat dayis in 
Junij and Julij last, at Brighousknow, for the cus- 
tome thair (all the ezpenssis alio wit and deducit) he 
hes to be oomptabill for £55, 14s. lOd. Item, thair 
remanes unuplifted fra particular peraones the cus- 
tome of 1477 sheepe, as the note this day producit be 
the said thesaurer beares, and ordaned to be socht 
fra the particular persones. James Haldane dilate 
for forstalling the mercat in selling meill at his hous, 
oontinewit to farder tryelL 1652 — Ma/rch 18 — Au- 
thorises Baillie Andrew to spear out ane sufBcient 
man for setting the customs of the Brighousknow 
and to report." 

Websten. — ** 16^— Oct. I?— Anent the ordinance of 
the counsell at the last electioun ordaning the deacone 
and craft of the wobsteris to geve in eleotis of thair 
deacone to be chosin be the counsell, compeirit Wil- 
liame Wllsone, present deacone thairof, and gave in 
the said Williame Wilsone, Thomas Wallace, John 
Edmond. Nominat be the counsell John Ewmond. 
The counsell acceptis of these leittis for this electioun, 
and ordanes the deacone and craft of wabsteris to be 
provydit in all tyme coming in sufficient threis of 
electis conforme to the custome and ordour of uther 
burghes, the counsell alwyis keiping thair libertie of 
geving in ane to be ane elect; and this to be done 
yeirlie aucht dayis preceiding the electioun. Oom- 
perit the said William Wilsone and protestit that this 
new electioun suld not be prejudidall to the libertie 
of the woboteris conforme to tliair eelll of oaiu. 
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[From the leet the council elected William Wilsone, 
deacon, by 7 votes, the only other votes being 6 given 
to Thomas Wallace.] October 11— To luik out the 
actis of parliament anent the pryces to be takin be 
the craftismen within this burgh, and the deacon of 
the wobtseris to produce thair seill of cans aganes the 
nizt counsell day, and to ansuer for the ezhorbitant 
pryces tane be the craft. November 2t — Thomas 
Wallace, present, ordanit to acquent the rest of the 
craft of wobsteris to ansuer for thair extraordinar 
pryces takin be tbame for the daith wovin be thame, 
and to report the nixt counsell day. The counsell 
heirby discharges all craftismen of quhatsumever 
craft or qualitie to tak ony uther pryces for thair 
wark quhatsumever mair nor was takin be thame 
befoir the fourtie-fyve yelr of God, and quha sail be 
fund to haif raisit the pryces thairof sensyne salbe 
lyable in punischmenfc thairfoir. 1647 — Decemher 6— 
Williame Wilsone, deacone of the wobsteris, present, 
in name of the remanent of the craft, declarit that 
they wald not adhere to the formar act anent the 
pryces of thair work, and was content the inhabitantis 
of this burgh suld tak thair wark quhair they plesit. 
The counsell to be advysit heirwith the nizt counsell 
day. 1648— April 17— The haill counsell, finding 
that the deacone of the wobsteris and haill remanent 
craft thairof hes transgressit in taking mair for the 
pryces of thair wark nor the auld custome thairfoir, 
ordanes thame to conforme thameselffis to the auld 
pryces under the pane of the loising of thair libertie 
of thair craft and thair privilege of burgeschip; attour 
ilk persone contravenar to pay the sowme of tuentie 
pundis, and that betuixt and this day ancht dayis, 
under the pane of wairding of their persones ay and 
qubill they satisfie conforme to this present act and 
act of parliament quherupone this act is groundit." 
April z4—At desire of the deacon fifteen days allow- 
ed for consideration. " May 8 — Oomperit William 
Wilsone, deacone of the wobsteris, and protestit that 
quhatsoever salbe concludit be the counsell anent 
their craft suld not be prejudicial to thair seill of 
cans and conforme to other burghis. Ansueris 
WilHame Lewis, bailye, that the counsell was onlie 
prooeiding aganes thame be lawis of this realme, 
being warrandit be sindrie aotis of parliament; and 
seing they protestit aganes the counsellis proceiding, 
being warrandit as said is, the saidis wobsteris aucht 
to be censurit and puniscbit conforme to the saidis 
actis of parliament respective. The counsell haifing 
consideiit the deacone in name of the rest of the 
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oraft thair nfniiall to rabmit thame selfBs to the 
magistrattifl and coanaell thair detenninatioun anent 
the pryoes of wark, hes ordanit the said deacone and 
qoartermaisterU, as being the oheiff instrumentis of 
the haill oraftis contempt of the lawis and gaid 
ordour, to be wairdit in the tolbnith of Peblis, thairin 
to remane upone thair awin ezpenssia ay and quhill 
the coaniell be f order advysit. The magistrattis and 
coanaell, be vertew of divers actia of parliament, 
findis thame aelffis onlie judges to the prycea of the 
saidia wobsteris and qahatsumever ather pryces of 

wark; and appointed the — ■ day of to set 

doan ane act thair anent; and the said deacone to be 
wamit to that effect." 

Burial Place.— ** 166£^AprU J?— The counsall, 
takeing in oonsideratioun how the buriall place of 
the dead is trade upoun be beastes, by reaaone of the 
want of ane [safficient] dyke round about the same 
(whilk is also taken in considerationn be the heritores 
in the landward paroche) the counsall for their pairt 
enactes and ordanes that all the inhabitantes within 
this burgh haveand hors leid, each hors, six loades of 
olav, beginnand upon Moonday for the first quarter, 
and BO fnrth each day therafter throw the quarteris 
of the toune; and appoyntes overseeris for the 

quarteris, viz And thes persones who 

wants hors, cache familie be themselves or thair ser- 
vantes to carie and bear stones be the space of three 
honres to the said dyke the dayes befor appoyntit." 

Mvrk Monday, — In the History of Fed>les8hire (p. 
168), there is quo ted from the Scott Magaaine, because 
of supposed illegibility of the original record, an ac- 
count given by Thomas Smyth, town clerk, regarding 
an extraordinary astronomical phenomenon which 
caused considerable consternation among the people.* 
Dr Chambers must have had the wrong place examined 
for the entry. It occurs not in the council record, 
where one would naturally expect to find it, but in 
the Sasine Register, a record of the title-deeds of pro- 
perty. It there remains in pristine legibility, a feature 
which indeed is the general characteristic of the col- 
lection of Peebles burgh records. Before quoting the 

* This was " The famous Black Monday; fearfullest edipee 
of the sun ever seen by mankind. Came on about nine in 
the morning; darker and darker; plougrhmen unyoked their 
teams, stars came out, birds sorrowfully chirpmg took to 
rooat, men in amazement to prayers: a day of much ob- 
scurity. Much noised by Lilly, Booker, and the buzzard 
Astrologer tribe. Betokening lomewhatY "—CarlyWt Crom- 
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town clerk's desoripiion of the eolipee it may be men- 
tioned that the remark — "Some afilrmed the^ saw tno 
[stars], bat I saw one onlie/* has been interjected by 
him after the original note had been completed: — 
'* Mifrk Monday, i9 March 166i, — ^Uponn Moonday 
the tnentie-nynth day of Marohe jm yjc fyftie-tua 

Jeares: The san eoolipsed from eight hoores to half 
onr to ellevine or thereby befor noon, the san ec- 
clipeed 11 digittes, the darknes oontinwit 8 minntes 
or therabontj the people begane all to pray to God; 
a litle theratter ther was scene npon the south qrde 
of the firmament ane dear perfyte star. Some af- 
firmed they saw tao, bat I saw one onlie. ^ 

<* Et QUONIAM HOO WVTT BABUM FBODiaiOSUM 
IDOIBCX) BIOIBTABI DiaXTOM IXIBTIIIAVI." 




1^ ■ I I 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 



[P., denotes printed volume issued by the Burgh Records 
Society; S., Sasine Beg^ister in MS.; G., the present volume 
of Gleanings, and the figures which follow denote the page. 
The figures within brackets [ ] refer to a corresponding 
number on the Plan.] 

In the Inquisition made hj David, Prince of Cam- 
bria {circa 1116) regarding the poseesslons which had 
formerly belonged to the see of Glasgow, it was 
fonnd that there were in Pobles a ploughgate of 
land and a ohuroh. This ohureh, which may have 
existed in the time of Kentigern, is sopposed to have 
been on the site now oconpied by the ruins of St 
Andrew's Church; and the dwellings in its vicinity 
would form the nucleus of the Old Town. The 
ploughgate of land is now known as the Kirklands 
(O. 175-6). On the south the Kirklands bounded 
with ArnoUhauch (G. 146-^). In 1569 a "grene 
balk,** or strip of ground, is said to have divided the 
lands, but in the titles of some portions of Amots- 
haugh the northern boundary is described as the 
" way that leads to and fra the burgh ** (29th Dec. 
1656; S. 160). Amotshauch was also formerly the 
property of ecclesiastics, and was not improbably 
that identical ploughgate of land which in William 
the Lion's time belonged to the Chapel of the Castle 
of Peebles (see Professor Yeitch's Border HUtorpt 
p. 181). 

The erection of dwellings in the Old Town pro- 
ceeded eastwardly from the church on both sides of 
the present highway of the Old Town, those of 
churchmen being in the immediate neighbourhood. 
In 1481 a tenement on the "south side of the gat," 
adjoining another tenement belonging to the arch- 
dean, was given as a residence for the curate and 
chaplains in St Andrew's Kirk and St Mary's Chapel 
(P. 187-9). On the north side of the gait there was 
a property which at one time belonged to the abbots 
of Melrose (G. 63). 

It is probable that by the twelfth oentnry the new 
town had also begun to take shape. In the time of 
King William the Lion (1165-1214) chief Ooiuti of 
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JnitioUry w«re held in PMblai, and the rml oastle 
woald doabtleM form the headqnarters of the king 
And his retinae. The lodging of the abbot of 
Arbroath in 1817 (P. 6) leems to have been situated 
in a street mnning north and sonth, and the only one 
of this description was the Northg^ait, where in 1448 
the Rector of Lyne possessed a tenement (P. 12). 
The founding of the Gross Church in 1261 determined 
the line of two thoroughfares, viz., the "gait" be- 
tween the two churches and the passage down St 
Miohaers Wynd, across Peebles Water, and on to the 
new edifice by the line of the Kirkgait. The bridge 
joining the west end of the High Street and the Old 
Town was not then in existence, and the principal 
thoruughfare between the Old and New Towns was 
probably the vennel in continuation of the Leidgait 
and a corresponding one along the Gastlehill connect- 
ed by a fora. Another ford across the Tweed in a 
line with the Leidgait and the Loaning, through 
Kingsmuir, may also be supposed to have formed a 
connected thoroughfare between the town's lands of 
Hamilton Hill and Gaidmuir in the days before 
Tweed Bridge was erected. The High Street, stretch- 
ing eastward from the Gastlehill to the Gross, merged 
at that point into the Grocegait leading towards 
Horsbruik Castle and the borders. The Northgait 
branched off to Smithfield in the Edinburgh direc- 
tion; and the Brisgait, taking an intermediate course, 
led past the old Tolbuith across the Peblis Water by 
the " trie briggis," and onwards to the Gross Church. 
The streets and passaees named with the addition of 
Ushfir's Wynd, leading from the Northgait to the 
Auld Mill; and the vennel from the east end of the 
Crocegait to Tweed Qreen, exhaust the list of those 
in existence in 1604-^2. 

Old Town and AmoUhaugk — (South Side^ 
westward of South Vennel,) 

Slst July 149t (S. 49, 55). — Sasine given to Symoun 
of Lough as heir of Sir John Loughe, chaplane, in 
ane akyr of land, lyand in the Aula Toun of Peblis, 
besyd the paroch kirk of the samyn, in twa sindrie 
placis, on the south syd the Kingis Streit strekand 
to the Neidpath Castle, and on the north part the 
water of Twede; that is to say thre rodis of the 
samyn akyr lyand betuix the land pertenand to the 
rud alter within the said paroch kirk on the est 
parte, and the land pertenand to Oeddes Yle within 
the said kyrk on the west part; and the ferd rod of 
the laid akyr lyand betaix the Und pertenand to 
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Qeddaa Tie on baith the eet and west partii. 17th 
April I486 (S. 9).— Sasine lUohard Dikeione in a 
land and byggyn [5] lyand in the Aid Toon, at the 
wast end of the samyn, on the soath ayd of the Rait, 
betuixt the land of nrnqahill John Blaklok on the 
est parte, and ane oommon vennal on the west part, 
tOtk Fein-uary I486 (S. 9).--John Blaklok, channon 
of the abbay of Jedward, passit to ane land [6] lyand 
beyond Peblis water, in the Aid Tonn of Peblis, on 
the sonth syd of the gait, betniz the land of liiohard 
Dikeson on the west part and the land [7] of Thomas 
Smith on the est part. tOtk February i486 (S. 9).— 
John Blaklok, ehanon of the abbay of Jedward, 
passit to the land and byggin of Robert Moravie, 
lyand in the Aid Tonn of Peblis, besyd the paroch 
kirk, on the soath syd the gait, betuiz the land of 
Bichard Dikysson on the est part and the oroft 
pertening to the chaplane of the rod alter on the 
wast part, and then the said dene John resigned 16d. 
of anwal payable f urth of said land. 19th July 1654. 
— John Patersone, notar, son and heir of the deceased 
Andro Patersone, weaver, resigned to Thomas 
Paterson, his son, and Isobell Oontts, **the said 
deceased Andro Patersone, his peioe of burro land [4] 
called Peirsones Land, lyand in the Old Toun of the 
bnrgh of Peblis, npon the sonth syde tberof, betoizt 
the lands [3] pertening to the heires of the deceased 
John Scott, npon the west the common vennel that 
lades to Tueid npon the eist, and the Hea Streit of 
the said Old Toun upon the north partis." £9th 
DecenUter 1666 (S. 160).— William Lewis, heir of 
Ninian Lewis in 5 acres of arable land [2] in Arnots- 
haugh, bounded on the north by the Kirklands, on 
the south by the water of TueicQ on the east by an 
acre of land [3] belonging to Scott of Mount Benger, 
and on the west by lands [1] pertaining to Alexander 
Lander. 1637 (S. 27). — James Tnedie, wrioht, heir 
of James Tuedie in 4 acres of land of Arnotshauoh 
with pace of hauoh gross and quarrelhench, betuixt 
the lands of John Steinson and Jonet Andersoun on 
the north, the lands occupied by James Bradie and 
John Toung on the east, the water of Tueid on the 
south, and the Bae Bum on the west. The property 
thus described formed the south- westmost corner of 
Arnotshaugh. Eastward of the vennel was the 
property of Andrew Ewmond [5], then two adjoining 
roods [6, 7] belonging to Dr Theodore Hay (9th 
Jan. 1646, S. 83) described as '* theis tua ruides of 
arable land lyand at the held and wester end of the 
A«ld Toan of P«bU«, on the loatb lyd of tht Sea 
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Strtit thalro^ oontigaa adJMOit to the nid doctor 
Thoodor Bmj hia manie and dwelUtig [81, mnd west 
qrd of the mnyn and jaird theirof, all aometime 
pertaining to the Mud amquhill Andro Dickionn, and 
dliponit be him to the nid Tbeodor Hay." The 
propertief [91 adjoining the South Vennel are referred 
toinO.98. 

{Iforth Sickf between Townhead and LeidgaU.) 
9th Janua/ry 1646 (S. 83).— Dr Theodoie Hay 
oon^eyed to Liliaa Ookbnme, hia aponae, and Harie 
Hay, hia aon, two houaaa and yairaa [10] sometime 
pertaininff to Andro Diokeaonn, lyand in the Anld 
Tonn at the weater end tliairof, on the north ayde of 
the Hea Strait; meaanring 40 feet from eaat to west, 
and 80 feet from north to aonth; bounded on the 
eaat by the landa and yaird [111 of Thomaa Ewmond, 
wobater; on the aoath by the Hea Strait, and by the 
oommonn paaaagoa at tne aaid Anld Tonn held and 
oommoon ground of the aaid bnrgb on the weat and 
north. A little farther eaatward ia a property [12] 
whioh in 1646 belonged to Jamea Oeddea (S. 107), 
and wliioh in 1492 ia deacribed aa a waat land of the 
oonvent of the houa of Melroa (S. 49). In the deacrip- 
tiona of propeitiea in thia locality the northern 
boundary ia deacribed aometimea aa the '* ▼ennell 
oallit Lndgate," and at other timea aa the vennell 
betwiz the kirka (O). 19th July i^^— Thomaa 
Pateraone^ akinner, onlie laufnll aone to John Pater- 
aone, notar, reaigned to laaobell Coattia, hi« promeiat 
apoua, *' hia three tenementea of land, with the thrie 
yairdea and thrie taillea of land oontigue adjacent 
therto [14], and the tonre or atan houa [15] at the 
eat end of the gavill of the aaida tenementa. extend* 
ing to aezteiue f ootea in lenth meaaureand from the 
eat to the weat, and nynteine footea from the aoath 
to the north, all lyand oontigue within the burgh of 
Peblea in the Old Toun therof, upon the north ayde 
of the Hea Streit of the aamyn betuizt the tenement, 
yaird, and taill of land [13] perteaning to the heirea 
of the deceiat Gilbert Anderaone upon the weat, the 
yennell that leidea betuixt the kirkea upon the north, 
the ▼ennell that leidea from the burgh of Peblea and 
Old Toun therof, to the hill of Hamildone upon the 
eut, and the Hea Streit of the aaid Old Toun upon 
the aouth pairtea.'' (See alao G. 63.) 

(Sovih Side^ eastvwrd of South Vermel,) 

Propertiea here are bounded on the north by the 
Hea Streit of the Aid Toun and on the aouth by the 
Peblia Water or Grene. In 1660 (S. 116) a bame and 
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yttivd lometime oommoun and waist around lying at 
the Anld Tonn fate u bounded on the sonth by the 
Floddens, on the east by Thomai Bonnettia barne, 
and on the west by John Alexanderis house. West- 
ward of this, again, was a property sometime belong- 
ing to John Tuedie, sheriff clerk. 

(North SidCf ea$tward of Leidgate,J 

94tk November 1634, — Patrick Ewmond*s property 
[16] bounded by the Hea Streit on the soath, the 
L«idgait on the west, the " lands oallit the Gloslands 
pertening to Patrik BuUo, portioner of Bonyngtoun,*' 
on the north, and the property [17] of John Ewmond 
on the east. iUt June 1638 (S. 85).— Sasine Thomas 
Oranstoun in three roods of land [18] lying at the 
back of the bams in the Auld Toun, bounded on 
the east by the lands of St Leonards pertaining to 
the laird of Smithfeild, on the west by the land of 
John Bullo, portioner of Bonyngtoun, and on the 
north by the Kingsland pertening to the laird of 
Blaokbarony. f7tA February 1536,^Qir Patrik Stan- 
houi, ohapellane of our Lady Obapell situat wythin 
the west end of the burgh of Peblis, past to ane rud 
of land [19] pertenyng to the chapelle forsaid, lyand 
within the said burgh on the west syd of the Oroioe 
Kirk, betnix the land of the Oroioe Kirk on the est 
part, umquhUl Thomas Bobisones land on the west 
part, the Kingisland on the north part, and the bee 
gait passand fra the Hee Kirk to the said Oroce 
E^irk on the sowitht part. . . . And gaif to ane 
disoreit man, frere James Patersone, minister of the 
Croioe Kirk besyd Peblis, and his Bacoessouris, 
ministeris and oouTont thairof, the said roid of land, 
they payand to the ohapellanes of the said chapelle 
40d. Scots yearly of few ferm. 

Biggiesknovfet Trie Briffs, and Damdale. 

The name Biggiesknowe had not come into use in 
1650. That thoroughfare was known as the passage 
^] that leads from the burgh to the Oroce Kirk. 
From that passage another [2] branched off in the 
direction of St Miohaers Wynd. 3rd AprU I486 
(S. 6).— John Dikeson, bailie, with consent of the 
hail oommunitie, gave to Patrik Patersoune and his 
spous a piece of ground 40 feet in length and 20 feet 
in breadth, part of the oommoun land pertainlDg to 
the Gommunitie of Peblis, lyand on the north syd of 
Peblis water, on the est syd Peblis brig, under the 
gait abon the bark hollis; payand to the chaplain 
of St James altar 12d. of annual rent. ISth April 1640 



(S. 43).— Hew Canyeane, heir of Thomas Ganyeuie, 
diiponed to Patrik Diksone, tailyour in Edinburgh, 
inter alia, ** Ane litill peioe yaird [22] lyand apone 
the north syde of Peblis water, and eist syde of the 
brig thairof oallet Peblis brig." 4th Decemher 164S 
(S. 71). — Margaret Dickesone, daughter of Patrick 
Dickesone conveyed Patrik Yaitche and Elizabeth 
Yaitche, his spoose, that lyttill yaird and trees 
growing theron [22], lyand on the eist syd of Pebles 
brig betaix Pebles water on the soath« the said br^ 
on the west, and the landes [23] perteining to John 
Frank, wricht, on the north, and the commoan 
ground of the said burgh on the eist pairtes." Utt 
April 16£9. — SHsine James Halden and spouse in an 
annual rent of 10 merks furth of thair necher burro 
land [24], and yaird thairof, sometime pertaining to 
William Ualden, on the north side Peblis water and 
south side of the transe of the gait that leideth from 
the West Port of Peblis and Peblis brig to the Orooe 
Kirk of Peblis. 14^ Mwck 16S6 (S. 24).— Sasine 
James Steill and spouse in a dwelling-house [25], 
laitlie ane lang heme and sumtyme ane heme steid 
and yaird adjacent tbairto, at the north end of the 
trie briggis, upone Peblis water, betuizt the saidis 
trie brii{gs and Peblis water on the south, the waist 
berne and bern yaird pertaining to the airis of 
umquhile James Oranstoun, notar, burges of Jed- 
burgh, on the west, the gait that leidis fra the said 
burgh and trie briggiB to the Orooe Kirk of Peblis on 
the eist and north partis, ^tk February 1634. — 
Sasine to Lilia Hunter and Gilbert Broune in 1 acre 
3 roods of land [26] lying within the liberty of the 
burgh, between the lands sometime of the Trinity 
Friars of the Holy Gross of /Pjiblis, now of Andro 
Hay, writer to the signet, oil ^ the north, the way 
which leads to the kirk and the Auld Milne on the 
east and south, and the way which leads from the 
burgh to the Church of the Holy Cross on the west 
parts. 

OcutdhiM. 

17th April I486 rs. 6).— Sasine to John of Plender- 
laith in a pece of common land pertening to the 
communite of Peblis, lyand at the west end of the 
burgh, at the est end of the CastelhUl, betuix the 
land of John Plenderlaith on the north part and the 
land of Andro Lynton on the south part. 6th Ma/rch 
1489, — Sasine Patrik Patrikson in a house and berne 
lyand at the west end of the burgh, outwith the west 
yat at the est end of the CastelhiU, and on the west 
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M the oommon gat strokuida to Peblis brig. t7th 
Fehruarp 1491-9. — Andro Lintoan resigned to Sir 
William Lintoan, chaplain, '*hii land and bjgin, 
with the jpertinens, lyand at the wast end of the 
burgh of Peblis, at the south syd of the Castelbyl, 
betaiz the land of John of Plenderlaitb on the north 
parte and the common gait strekand to the brige of 
' Twed on the south parte. " 1647 (S. 99).— William 

Jonkisone, elder, resigned to William Jonkisone, 
younger, and Oristane Thomsone, his spous, his 
barne and stapstane adjacent therto [27], outwith the 
West Port of the said burgh, on the north syd of the 
way leiding from the West Port to the Gastelhill of 
Peblis, betaixt the said passage on the south, the 
said dwelling-boos pertaining to the heirs of James 
France on the west, and the uther heaway that leides 
I from the snid West Port to Peblis hridge on the etst 

I pairtis. 1647 (S. 94). — Sasine on resignation of John 

I Stewart to John Horsbrulk and Lilias Lewis in his 

barrow landes, with the barne and yaird adjacent 
thairto [281 lyand foiranent the West Port of Peblis, 
I betuix the landes sometyme pertaining to nmqubile 

John Stoddart, and now poiaest be the aires of 
umqahlle Andro Tweddell, walker, on the south, the 
Gastelhill of the SHid harghe upon the west, the lands 
sometime pertaining to umquhile William Chisholme 
and now to William Jnnkesone, elder, merchant, 
burges of Peblis, on the north, and the Kinges Uea 
Streitts that leides to the brigges upon Tweed and 
Pebles watteres on the eist partes. 1640 (S. 44). — 
Sasine on resiRnation by Martin Bold to John liowis 
of a house and yeard at the north end of Tueid brig 
and west syde therof. 

Sigh Street — South Side, 

9th May 1487— Lund and byggin lyand in the 
burgh of Peblis, on the south syde the samyn, at the 
west yet, betuix the land of Bartilmo Tong on the 
est pairt and the common gait lyand to the brig of 
Tued on the west part. Aiter the erection 
of the town wall properties on the south side 
of the High Street are usually described as bound- 
ed by it on the south. 1647 (S. 101). —Sasine 
William Lowis in a land [29] on the south side of 
the Hea Streit, foiranent the chapell betaixt the 
lands of William Bradie on the east, the toon wall 
on the south, and the lands pertening to the uiris of 
nmqubile Robert Ghisholm on the west. Part of the 
lite of the Ghambers Institution [30] was conveyed 
by Sir Jamei Hay of Smithfield, knight, to John, 
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lord Hat of Tottor, on 6ih Fobnuury 1647, tho pro- 
porir bailiff deiorlbed m tbst great tenement of bor- 
row land, fore and back, nnder and above, with the 
ffarden and pertinenti, between the Undi lometimo 

?irtainiDff to the deoeaied John Lyne, now to John 
wedie, Patrick Dikion, and the heirt of Stephen 
Thomion on the eait, the landa of the deomwed 
Oharlei Pringell on the west, the town wall on the 
eonth, and the Kinn way on the north parte. Tho 
tenement and yard immediately on the west was 
eonyeyed by John Pringell to Sir Jamei Hay of 
Smithfield, Bart., in 1651. Thia property in 1638 is 
deaeribed as bounded^ by the grit lodging and tene- 
ment of land and yaird sometime pertening to nm- 
qnhile Mr Arahibald Douglas, persone of Peblts, and 
now to Sir James Hay of Smeithfeild, knicht and 
baronet, on the eist. From this it may be inferred 
that Sir James aoqoired the Ghambera Institution 
property from Douglas or his heirs. He was panon 
of Peebles from 1573 to 1609. 

High Stredr-N&Hh Side, 

1487 (S. 11.)— Land and bygin belonging to the 
ohaplain of St Miohaelis alter, lyand in the Hegait, 
on the north syd the samyn betoix the land of Richard 
Tonnok and the vennel lyand downe to Peblis water. 
164S (S. 66.)— A property extending from the Hie 
Streit to Peblis Water is bounded by the almshouses 
[31] belonging to Andrew Hay of Haystoun on the 
west, and the lands of Audrew Frank on the east. 
26th September 1644 (S. 76.)— John Barroman in [33] 
ane heich foir hoos or hall and chalmer at the eist 
end thairof, with the loft above the samyn, with the 
eister laith foir bouith beneth the samyn fotrhous, 
and ane bak hous lyand oontigue to the said foir- 
houses, comprehending also tua vaultis and aoe 
heich hall, callit the back hall, above the samyn [33], 
lyand behind the tenement and landes pertening of 
auld to Steine Alexander, messenger, on the west 
and north, the transe or passage of the wynd callit 
Saint Michallis Wynd and the lands of James Geddes 
on the eist, and the Hea Streit on the south pairtis. 
Also ane peice of waist ground, sometime biggit, and 
ane gallorie and ane stable contigue and Mljaoent 
thairto on the west syde of St Michallis Wynd be- 
tuixt the trans of the said Wynd on the eist, the 
said lands belonging to the said Alexander, upon 
the south, north, and west pairts, also that laich 
yaird betuixt the yaird and lands of umquhile John 
Stevenione on th« eiit» the land and yaird of JunM 
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Geddos on the Bonth, the tram of said wynd on the 
west, and the TownVfill on the north. 6ih October 
1644 (S. 77). — Sasine on oonTeyanoe by town to 
Thomas Nasmyth, son of James Nasmyth of Poeso, 
and Margaret Hnnter, his sponse, great lodging 
(hospitum) or tenement of burrow land, with the 
garden and bamestead, with the pertinents lying on 
the north side of the King's highway, between the 
lands of John Tnrnbnll, baker, Thomas Dodis, and 
Patrick Yaitch, clerk, on the east, the Briggait on 
the north, and the lands of James MerschillTs heirs 
on the west (G. 237). 

Gunzienuik. 

19th June 1643, — John Bnllo, portioner of Bonnyn- 
toun, to William Law, noter, bnrges of Peblis, of the 
said John his burro landes underwritten, lyand 
within the burgh, viz., ane calUt the Onnzienenik 
[35] lyand in the Orooegait, and north syde of the 
samyn foiranent the Crooe of Peiblis, betniz the 
waist lands belonging to John Scott of Hnndilshope on 
the north, the tenements of land pertaining to James 
Williamsone, proveist of Pebles, on the west, and the 
Kinges hea streit on the south and dst pairtis. 

Sriggait— South Side, 

1483 (S. 1). —Wester end of the nether bem [36] of 
Thomas Jameson lyand in the nether end of the 
Briggait, betuix the water of Peblis on the north 
pairt and the bem of the said Thomas on the south 
pairt. 

BriggaU—Iforth Side. 

1483 (S. 2).— Forland in the Briggait, on the north 
syd the samyn, betuix the land of John Scot on the 
est part and the land of Robert Dikeson on the west 
part. 13th Jamia/ry 1487 (S. 11). — Land byggin of 
umquhill Symon Patrikson, lyand in the Briggat of 
Peblis, on the north syd the samyn, betuix the land 
of David Dinwedy on the est part and the tolboith 
[37] on the west part. 

Crossgait and Soonhope Rood, 

The old market cross stood at the convergence of 
the East and North Gaits, with the Hiegait, and the 
continuation of the latter street eastwards thus 
acquired the name of Crossgait or Orooegait. On 
the south side, the properties, as in the case of those 
farther west, are bounded by the town widl on the 
south. At the termination of the Orooegait was the 
building known as the East Wark (G. 111-5), From 
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Ihif point, inniiiig to the ridrht, » Tennel led to Tweed 
Green. SOth October 1661 (S. ll9),>-SMiDe John 
Oreniton in Bonyntonne, eon end heir of John 
"^Onnaton in Escheules, in one-third part of two fore 
honeei with yairds [37] within the town wall, and 
pert of the taill of land [38] without the samyn, 
peMUid to the Yenlaw dyke, betnixt the lands 
lomeiimea pertaining to nmqnhile John Crawford 
and now to DaTid Plenderlaith, the lands pertaining 
to the heirs of nmqnhile James Frank and the tonn 
wall npon the eist, the Crooegait npon the sonth, the 
lands of Patrik Tods heirs and Robert Nenton on 
the west, and those of John Bell, smith, on the north. 
Beyond the town wall and extending to Soonbope 
bnm there were a naml)er of crofts or small laird- 
ships, lit April 1657 (S. 163).— John Plenderleith 
resigned to Bessie Jonkisone, his spouse, in life-rent 
his taill of land ontwith the East Port of Pebles 
betnixt James Horsbraikes taill of land upon the 
eist, the town wall and taill of land pertaining to 
John Bell and John Oranstoon upon the west, and 
the Yenlaw npon the north pairtes. 9lh April 1653 
(S. 139). — James Horsbmik, oye and heir of James 
Horsbmik, in an annual rent of 138. 4d., forth of a 
fore heme and land [39] ontwith the East Port, 
sometime belonging to the heirs of John Smith and 
toir to Alexander Williamson, lyand betuizt James 
Horsbruikes bam on the north, the property [40] of 
Robert Wilson's heirs on the eist, tbe High Sltreit 
leiding to Swynhopebum on the sooth, and the close 
aad passage leiding to James Horsbruikes barn on 
the west. Northward of Robert Wilsones tenement 
was a ** taill of land " belonging to James Horsbmik 
extending to Venlaw Hill, and bounded on the east 
and west by other ** taills of land " [41] also belonging 
to him. Eastwards tbe ground for a considerable 
distance appears to have been divided in stripes 
extending m>m the ** streit or gait that leides fra the 
brugh to Horsbmik " in the south to Yenlaw Hill on 
the north. About 1650 the lots were owned in some- 
thing like the following order:— [42] Landes some- 
time perteining to James Tneidie and now to Mr 
Hew Ker, persone of Lyne; [43] acre ceJled tbe Foul 
Myre Aiker, sometime pertaining to George Ramsay 
and sold by him to William Jonkisone; [44] acre of 
land near Quhytstane, sometime of Thomas Hope 
and now of James Hope; * [45] half acre pertaining 

• In the accounts for 1626-6 the sum of lOs. is " nsavit 
fi» Tliomss Hoip for his few dewtte ef sne aiksr of land 
ewMktheFouQlfljr.'* 
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• 

to Laird of Yegter^ [46] lands lometime of Inobell 
PateraoQ, widow m Lyne, and now pertaining to 
William Jonkesone; [47] acre near the Qahytstane 
sold by George Ramsay to William Jonkesone; [48] 
land called Sant Leonardes Landes pertaining to Sir 
James Hay of Smeithfield; [49] acre of land some- 
time pertaining to John Wichtman and now to 
William Jonkisone; [50] 1635 (S. 19). — ^Aore resigned 
by Gilbert Broune in Howslack to William Jonki- 
sone; [61] lands of St Martin sometime oooapied by 
John BnUo. 

Ttffeed Cfreen, Vennd^ and Ecut Port, 

(P. 136.) Ut July 1509.— Sasine is given to Esabell 
Patersone, spous of Thomas Gibson, of an annual 
rent payable farth of "the half land and tenement 
[52] of David Glado, liand in the said borgh in the 
Grois gait, on the south syd the samyn, betuixt the 
land of John Millar on the west sid on a part and 
the oommon hons [in another description of this date 
called the NewhousJ, and the oommoun wenidl on the 
est sid one ane aither part." Eastward of the 
▼ennel and on the south side of the Horsbruik road 
were the lands of Skinnersheugh, pertaining to Thomas 
Young in 1636 and WUliam Young in 1643 (S. 67), 
The lands are bounded on the north by the highway, 
on the east by Quhytstanehill, on the south by the 
common lands of the burgh, and on the west by the 
Yennel which leades from the East Port to Tweed 
Green. On 3rd March 1652 (S. 120), John Smith 
and spouse get a title to a barn sometime biggit, now 
waist, with steipstane contigue, kiU, &c., [53] at foot 
of the passage from Eist Port to Tueid Grene, 
bounded on the north by the arrable land callit the 
Skinnersheugh, now pertaining to Thomas Nasmyth, 
and on the south by the common ground of old 
callit the Miln dam, pertaining to the burgh. East- 
ward of Skinnersheugh was a "raid of land [54] 
lyand on Quhytstanehill, west the Quhytstane " 
conveyed by John Diokson to Robert Tbomsone in 
1636 (S. 25). Lord Yester had property [55] situated 
to the eastward and southward, but of what extent 
has not been ascertained. Eastward again of Swyn- 
hope burn and bounded on the north by the gait to 
Horsbruik Castle, on the east by James Horsbrugh'i 
lands, and on the south by Bordelhaugh, were 2 acres 
[56] which belonged to Patrick Thomsone, provost 
of Peebles, and to which his son saooaeded in 1656 
(S. 155). 
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irorihgaU—Wat Side. 

8th May 1488 (S. 19).->Th6 land and byggin of 
Kobert DDuMon, lyand at the north end of the 
borsh of Peblii on the west syd, the gait betoix the 
laud of John Pont on the sooth, the gait on the 
east, and the Oreneyairds on the north. 8th May 
1488 (9. 20).— Ane land and byggin [57] lyand in the 
burgh of Peblia in the Northgat, on the west syd the 
■amyn, betnix the land [58] of William of Newby on 
the north, the Northgait on the east, and ane oom- 
moan Tennel on the soath. 1648 (S.)— Sasine to 
Thomas Dicksoon and spoos in the bnrro land [58], 
oallit of aold Sir WilUam Newbie's land, lyand 
within the baigh betafx the new and auld portis 
thairof, upon the west side of the hea streit, betuixt 
the land L59] sometime belonging to John Ballo, 
portionar of Bennington, on the north, the lands 
sometime pertaining to Mr James Dicksonn, minis- 
ter at Brochtown, and now to John Williamsoun, 
bnrges, on the soath, Peblis Water on the west, and 
the said hea streit betutx the said portes on the eist 

S^rtes. 164S (S. 7).— Lands and yaird of John 
aldin, dryster, [60]. May 1651 (S. 117).— Resigna- 
tion b^ Patrik Dikisone to Eupham Pringell, his 
promeist spoos, of ane ruid of land [61] or thairby, 
eallit the Oreneyairds, on the west side of Graystane, 
bounded by the hea streit on the east and Peblia 
Water on the west. 16th FebrvuMry 1663.— jAmea 
Williamsone, heir of provost Williamsone, in a 
meikle yaird [62] ootwith the old North Port at the 
north end thairof, ewest the Graystaine, bounded on 
the north by lands [63] pertaining to James Hors- 
bruik, on the east by the Kingis hea streit, on the 
south by the lands called the Greneyairds, and 
Peblis Water on the west. Thomas Dikesone got a 
aasine in this meikle yaird on 7th February 1637 (S. 
27). Southward of Usher's Wynd properties on the 
west side of the Northgait are usually described as 
bounded on the west by the town wall. 

Northgait — East Side. 

19th February 1488 (S. 23).— Sasine given to John 
Ker, on the resignation of Patrik Lowgh, in the north 
oroft lyand at the north end of the bargh of Peblis, 
betuiz the common gait on the west part and the 
Yenlaw hyl on the est parte. This property appears 
to be the Dean's Park shown on the plan. (See also 
G. 143-5.) On 26th February 1638, Mr Hew Ker, 
parson of Lyne, ^ot a charter from the town as 
Buperiors of Dean's Park. In his supplication for the 
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charter he itates that the park had been disponed to 
him by John Diksoan. Betuixt the park and the 
property known as Berth wick's Walls there were 
some barns and yards. On 26th December 1635 
" Borthwiok's WaUs " are referred to as ** the lands 
snmtyme perteining to my lord Borthwiok, and now 
to Patrik Thoinsone, ane of the baillies of Peblis." 
The town wall adjoined on the south, but at the 
corner fronting the Northgait there were houses and 
barns (S. 34-74). im August 1666 (S. 155).— George 
Thomsone, son and heir of Patrik Thomsone, proTost 
of Peblis, in that waist land called Borthwiokes 
walles, with houses, yards, and pertinents lyand 
betoizt the lands perteining to Thomas Dodes on the 
north, the crofts of land [64] called the TaiHes on 
the eist, the lands pertaining to Thomas Smyth on 
the south, and the Northgait on the west. 

DaloaOiOt Corscunningfeild, Brocid Medow, dkc. 

The lands of Dalatho and Gorscunningfield were 
divided by the old run of Peblis water. In modem 
times the stream has been straightened at this place. 
Before this was done the stream was intercepted by 
a cauld, and brought into the mill lade considerably 
farther up than the present inlet. So far back as 
the reign of King Robert the Bruce there was given 
out of tbe royal revenues derived from the burgh a 
yearly allowance for an aqueduct leading to the mill 
through the middle of the land which sometime 
belonged to Thorn of Lillay and then to James of 
Spotis (Exchequer Bolls, i., 71). An acknowledgment 
by ** Thomas Lillay of Gorscuningfield " that he had 
no right in the Yenlaw is referred to in the printed 
records (p. 202), and it may be assumed that the 
aqueduct was through his lands. 7th October 1550, — 
Thomas Hay of Smeithfeild, with consent of master 
Thomas Hay, archipreist of Dunbar, his tutor, set to 
Arthure Jonkesone, burges of Peblis, for all the 
dayis of his life, five acres of croft land lyand within 
the boundis of Oorscunnyfeild and Smeithfeild, oc- 
cupied by several persons, an acre to each, rent 
50s. Scots, " with service auld usit and wont, and 
yeirlie ane payr of blak hois or ellis ane pair of 
quhite carsay." In 1632 a " pece ground at the Auld 
Mylne dam " is set by the town to a tenant, and the 
adjoining lands of Dalatho were also burgh property 
about the same time.(G. 119-21). In 1667 James 
Haldene was fined "for casting and flaying most 
pairt of the green betuizt Peebles water cauld and 
the rod that leides throw the milne dam to the 
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Venlaw." 14th Auffust 1656 (S. 155).— Saiine to 
Oeorg^e ThomBone, son and heir of the deceased 
Patrik Thomsone, proTost of Peblis, in 12 acres lyand 
besyd and ewest the burgh; with the little meadow 
besyd the same, whereof 4 acres [65] lyes betaix 
Gilsburne on the north, the meadow [66] pertaining 
to the heirs of the deceased James Hay of 8mithfeild 
on the east, the Kingslands on the south, and the 
commoune gait and passage from the burgh to Gils- 
burne on the west. Six acres [67] lye on baith sides 
Peblis water betuixt the said meadow and the Groce 
Burne respective on the north, the commoun gait 
that leids from the burgh to Winkstoun on the east, 
the lands called Dalatho [68] and the Kingslands 
respectively on the south and west. The remaining 
2 acres [56] adjoined Soonhope Burn. 6tk January 
1638 (iS. 31).— Sasine John Pringill, heir of Cbarles 
Pringiil, in the half of that meadow callit the Braid 
Medow [66], the samyn half medow estouost, to thrie 
dargis (three days work) medow or thairby, presentlie 
possest be the said John, lyand besyde Gillisburne, 
betuixt Peblis water on the eist, the l^ids callit the 
Eingisland, pertening to the Laird of Blakbaronie, on 
the south, the landes pertening to Patrik Thomson 
on the west, and the said Gillisburne on the north 
pairts. On 3rd March 1650 (8. 115), John Pringill 
conveyed the property to Sir James Hay of Smithfield. 

Kingsmuir^ 

The lands of Kingsmuir are in 1528 (p. 52) described 
as lying contiguous to the lands of Edderstoun, 
Cademuir, Brigland, Qabythauch, Bonyntoun, and 
Foulmyre,* and to the water of Tuede. There is 
some dubiety as to the direction of the roads through 
the Kingsmuir at the start from the bridge.f In 
1566 (p. 301) Stephane E.obisoun undertook to keep 
Tweed within its banks from the bridge westwards 
to the cauld head, and in return he was to get the 
land which was gained '* beyound the brig, reservand 
thre gaittis, ilk ane of thame 44 feet of brai<i, to be 

Sassages." One of these passages would lead towards 
'ruixtoun, the middle one to the loaning through 

* There had thus been two districts known by the name 
of the Fuulmyre, the other being outwitb the East Port. 

t Eastward of the bridge and on the south side of the 
river, is a piece of {<rouud called W\n\sM'&(Scottice.y Rlngau's) 
Hauch. This was probably the hauch which at one time 
was possessed by Ninian Lowis, from whom and not from the 
saint of that name the designation may have been derived. 
(Q. 89.) 
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the mair, ftnd the third westward towards Manor. 
There is no certain guide for laying down the line of 
the middle and western roads where they branch off 
from the bridge, but their probable direction is indi- 
cated on the plan, ^th July 16U (S. 74).— Sasine 
Thomas Tnedie of Quhythaucb, on the resignation of 
John Forrester, wrichtin Cannogait, Edinburgh, in an 
aiker of burgage land in Kiugsmuir ewest Ederstoune 
burne, betaixt the lands of Kingsmuir (afterwards John 
Plenderlaith) (S. 113) on the north, thecommoun gait 
or lonyng, SOfeet in breadth, quhilkleids to thehills of 
Kaidmuir on the east, and the lands of Edderstoun 
on the south and west. In the accounts for 1623-4 
a sum of £10 is "resayit f ra Stevin Thomsoun for 
his entries of halfe ane aiker of land lyand at the 
fitt of the loning at Ederstoune burne." ^th Decem- 
bej* 1644 (S. 78). — Sasine James Forrester and spouse, 
on the resisnation of the burgh, in 5 roods lyang be- 
tuixt the Briglands on the north, the lands of Quhyt- 
hauch on the east, and the lands of the Kingsmuir on 
the south and west. Slst Ma/rch 1655. — Sasine to 
John Newfeon, toun officer, in 1 acre lying betuixt the 
lands of John Bell, smith, on the north, the lands of 
Quhythauch and Bonnytoun on the east and south, 
and the lands of Kingsmuir on the west. 23rd May 
1640. — Sasine John Lowis and spouse, on the re- 
signation of James Laurie, writer, Edinburgh, in 2 
acres betuixt the Briglands on the north, the way or 
passage that leids fra the burgh to Oruixtoun on the 
east, the Kingsmuir on the south, and 4 acres be- 
longing to William Brade on the west (21st March 
1655, S; 116). 5th July 1637.— ^Mine to Alexander 
Mure and John Mure in an acre of land sometime of 
Thom Frank, now possessed by Archibald Frank, be- 
tuixt the lands sometime of John Murdo and Kobert 
Wilson on the west and north, the lands of Frank is- 
land on the east, and the common mure next Caid- 
muir on the south. 
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Additional Gob&bctions. 
p. 267, 1. 8, For " Floddeos" rea4 " ModderiB." 



third paragraph, 1 4, For '* [2] " read 



„ — -(|[f?P*P^ 



p. 262, 1. 6. For " [87] " read " [88] ". 
p. 266, 1, 19, For '''estmost," read ^eitemit." 
p. 259, lecond paraoraph, Z. 10, After '* chapel " 
inaert " [82] " The tolbooth and steeple were 
also at one time ritnated here. See pp. 47-9, 
94, 105, 286. 
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